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Politico Cabaret’s ‘Schnitzelbank 
With Social Significance Debuts 


—_—__— + 





By ROBERT REINHART Just a Melody 
First American political cabaret S e 

got off to a lively start well after tandon. May 2. 

midnight aged me pce Bl a Actress sued a lyric ania 

tics and legit, under the auspices o for breach of promise. It was 


a - ae > rts *- i 2 jere 
the Theatre ee aan Hoge stated that a proposal of mar- 
, a . ier “4 srocea ‘ e 
among th subjects gee "2 >a riage was written on the lyric- 
dozen sketches, songs anc ances, office Plaintiff was 


paper. 
farth'ng’s damages, 
of one-half of 


3 " ist’s 
largely along satirical revue lines at 


awarded a 
the American Music Hall, New York, 


the equivalent 


where the event was staged. The one cent. 

entertainment varied from ‘Air Raid Defendant's proposal was 
Blues, a dance number executed penned on his office stationery, 
with gasmasks, to audience par- yn the foot of which was 


ticipation In a parody version of printed, ‘Any offer in this letter 














Schnitzelbank, sung with a social | does not constitute a contract.’ 
significance lyric, and led by Leif 
Erickson. A new program will be 
given under the same auspices next} y] 
Monday (16), at the same time and 
pl ace 
Show contains either the genesis 
of a new revue or possibly presages 
the establishing of a new form oi 
entertainment — political cabaret— | 
popular on the continent in the pre- | 
dictatorship era, but new in the | 
U.S. A. | 
After a somewhat delayed start, 
due to the hectic last minute re- 


hearsing of the semi-impromptu 
performance, a very friendly, gay 
and receptive audience, dominantly 
consisting of Broadway and Holly- 
wood personalities, with a smatter- 
ing of socialites, finally settled back 
for a pleasant, slightly under two 
hours entertainment. 


Bars may eventually appear in 
legit theatres in New York, but it 
will be necessary for the legislature 
to modify the state alcoholic bev- 
erage regulations. That was brought 
last week. 


of N. Y. Theatres 


Included were such numbers as 


‘Gone With the Movie Rights,’ in] until autumn and if the managers 
which, excepting Technicolor, the] succeed in securing provision for the 
facts of life (in terms of talent] sale of booze in theatres, it probably 
scouts) were explained to Scarlett} would not apply for another year. 


To date theatres have 
cated no 


»f making extra coin out of 


other 
interest in 


(Continued on page 23) 


liquo! 


there ts 
install 


because 
houses to 


the idea 


First B’way Nitery 
For the Kiddies; Ice 22e5°Shour 


ite, however, it 
ducers would seek a 


(Continued on page 6) 


OLD FRIARS CLUB TO 


interest in 
some 





is likely that pro- 
share of the 


Broadway’s first night club for kids 
looms for the International Casino 
On Saturday afternoons. House is 
considering devoting the holiday 
matinee to juniors, due to flock o' 
requests from parents for glomming 
of new ice show by juves. The 


id Friars Club on 48th street 

Plan is to abandon the table idea! N Y.. will be turned into a res- 
for the session, substituting only|taurant, cabaret and hotel of 90 
chairs for the theatre show idea. Idea | rooms th batt to be known as 
is to rechristen it the International | Friars Int About $100.000 will be 
Casino Auditorium for the early bi: 1} expended in remodeling the interiot 
show | Property was. tale: yn foreclosure 
Figured to be a good b.o.’et since | DY the Bank of Savings the an ount 
20%, of attendance at Madison Sq | mentioned being $390,000. The WPA 
Garden ice shows, day and night|ccupied it the past two years as a 


’ 
incipally 


? . tere ) 
Sessions, comprised kids. | idquarte! Pi 


ip are John 
and Jack 


A KILLER-DILLER Perse ig dang oils acters Boogpeelltcr es 
Boston, May 10 jot cafes ‘ 


Bill 


Breen, assistant chief of serv- | ! 
ice staff, at Keith-Boston theatre | while the ynd floor, w el 
was kicked in the head during a|club’s one-t noted Monaste va 
Iree-for-all in the balcony Saturday yolted It be a night club. Vaude 
atfernoon when colored jitterbu2 : Il be presented in the cabaret 
Bot out of control during perform-| and it is hoped to establish the spo 
ance of Chick Webb's orchesira. jas a theatrical showcase, 


out during a meeting of the League | 
As- 


sembly does not convene at Albany | 


indi- } 
the possibility | 


Among legit managers there is littie | 


Should the booze thing eventu- | 


BECOME NITERY-HOTEL 
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| Exhibitors Welcome Almost 
| Any Extra Coin, with 
| B.O.’s Tepid These Days 
| — Nabes Point the Way 
| to Sponsored Film Manu- 
facturers—Theatres in 


Sticks Most Amenable 


| 
| — - 
| 


DIFFERENT TYPES 


Philadelphia, May 19 
With theatre biz in the nabes off 


brutally, commercial reels, which 


COMMERCIAL FILMS’ BREA 


_ + = 


4——- —~ — . euainematitni 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


came into the Pennsylvania territory | 
strong about a year ago, have spurted 
luring the past few weeks. Seeking 


any straw by which to claw down 
}overhead, theatre jperators are 
|grabbing for the advertising films | 


whenever available. That takes in 
| Philadelphia as well as the lesser ex- 
hibs in the backwoods. 


| 
Considerably more good reels could 
| be used here if distribs had them, it 
lis said. They are shown now ex- 
clusively by indies, although Warner 
circuit did try one, ‘We Drivers,’ 
plugging Chevrolet, about a year ago. 
Attitude of many exhibs now is, 
‘We sell candy in the lobby, why 
shouldn’t we sell time on our screen 
if the film ‘s well done and not actu- 
ally imposing on patrons?’ Ops fig- 
ure what they save on shorts or get 
in cash for unreeling ads will pay the 
electric bill or usher, 
| (C 


salary of an 


yntinued on page 45) 


> 


TOURISTS HOLDING 


BACK "TIL ’39 FAIR? 


biz into New 


Tourist 


ff 25-30° as compared 


ago, Radio City tours, hotels and 
travel bureaus claim at the ave 
ge dip in the first fou nf thi 
veal aga t game mon last 
yeal h; imo t j as) 25 

Hot ma age > een com 
plaining in ks about the 
le ] f to i} i! mu 
hoste] ( ‘J ka trad 
to yped i } i ) 

Ho and to } also a 

1 to tra 9 ) ) ) 
) » t j ) ! 4 la 
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World I } 
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P AQY,.U.S. Films Trail-Blaze the First 
EN Mn 


Radio Serial Invasion of Europe 





+ suena - 
Add: Film Headaches A series of American-type radio 
é a serials will soon be heard in Great 
4 fh Britain from stations on the con- 
A new worry is developing tinent. But the radio program would 


for pictures, according to a film 
exec, who asked three different 
women if they’d like to go to 
see a picture and in each case 
they said no. 


probably be impractical, except that 
the British public has been ear-con- 
ditioned to American plots and 
tion by American motion pictures 

Until recently almost all advertis- 


fic- 


The only reason given by all ing-sponsored entertainment in- 
three was that it’s too much tended for the United Kingdom has 
rouble monkeying around wiih been musical in nature. At ‘le ist one 
the new-fangled hats in thea- continental broadcaster, Radio Nor- 
tres, getting them back on right, mandie, forbids all English dialog 


keeping the coiffure from get- entertainment 














ting messed, etc. Changes must be made, however, 
__'!to get the American radio serials 

nto form acceptable to the British. 

Thus ‘Lorenzo Jones’ is now mas- 

yuerading from Radio Luxembourg 


! 
4 


ider the Anglicized name of ‘Mar- 


iaduke Brown.’ All American scripts 
iave to have English casts 

‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’ would 
indergo major revision for England, 


criminal conditions 
irae 


1ere we mild 
ympared to the frontier spillovers 
till known in some sections of the 
U. S. Plot situations in ‘Valentine’ 

referring to a ‘fix’ (bribery of of- 

licials) or a ‘spring’ (arranged jail 

sscape) have to be dropped entirely 

as alien to British comprehension, 
‘Inspector Brooks of Seotland 

Yard,’ done some years ago in Amer- 

ica, will be re-named and re-plotted. 

After all, the English might know a 

little something about the real Scot- 

land Yard, 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Don Cope, Coast production head 
for Benton & Bowles, undertook a 
man’s sized job recently to prove 
two points, i.e, that agencies have 


no bars up against script ideas from 


After 


Biackett-Sample-Hummert’s L 


outsiders, and that those outside the Experiment in feeding dialog 
trade know little about what radio Serials to England will be notably 
wants and needs. | identified with the 2-3 pm. daily 

through several block on Luxembourg on which 


thumbing 
midonw 


hundred scripts he concluded that office-to-be will have three serials 
lless than 5% of the scripts sub-! and one musical program 

|} mitted have anything for radio, and Hov r, it will be 1: ry ) 
ithat the chances of an yutsider make concessions jin the matter if 
making the riffle are yse than 100) percentage of total time given to 
to 1. Cope’s agency hotter than ever dialog narrative. Thus, rather ex- 
after ideas for fall shows. tensive mood-setting musical transi- 


introduced. This will 
cut down materially the amount of 


BOWES MAKES GOOD; ee inattas bat wil sti attow tvs 
GRAD SINGS AT MET 


ym will be 


~ 


serial formula to be offered, even in 
dilu‘ed form. An Englishman, A. P. 


Cruikshank, will head the London 


T 1] B : fiice Frank and Anne Humrmert 
sul > rowning, soprans Wi 4 t 
| brol ; bis vie Mi se te 10 sail June 6 for six weeks to launch 
broke into show biz ( eS | 
) into show biz via Major Bow the venture. 


Opera for next season. will be Maurice Evans Rep. To 
Booting tas hed buna, Mis Offer Marathon ‘Hamlet’: 
) 3C and CBS 


Feed Bag at Intermission 
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RKO’s Reorg Plan 


Set Up Now That It's Believed Co 
Can Emerge from 77B by the Fall 


a + 


After more than five years, RKO 
js ready for reorganization. Indi- 
cation has been made that modi- 
fication and amendment of the 
company’s pending pian of reorgan- 


ization has been completed This 
plan will be presented to Federal 
Judge William O. Bondy for the 
court’s consideration on May 18. De- 


pending upon the speed with wv hieh 





ihe matter is handled by the court 
from this point, RKO may be out of | 
77b by the end of summe! 
Announcement of the plan may be 
shortly expected. 
Under the plan, general creditors 
will own a majority of the new com- | 


The 
claim comes 


mon shares of the company 
Rockefeller Center, Inc., 
within this category. 
Only two classes of securities are 
ic be issued, 6% cumulative pre- 
ferred, and common stock. There 
will be $12,718,500 of this preferred, 
and $2.365.517 of new c« Gen- 
eral creditors stand to own approxi- 


nmon, 


mately 1,300,000 shares of the new 
common, upon consummation of the 
plan. 


There will be no preferred stock 
Gividend until after the first vear of | 
the plan. 

Thus the modifications and amend- 
ments which have been made consti- 
tute achievement for the gen- 
eral creditors, the group which, all 
along, through counsel Carlos Israels, 
of the downtown firm of White & 
Case, has contended and striven for 
improvement and better balance in 
distribution of new securities among 
creditors. 

The modifications which have been 
made are the result of weeks of ne- 
gotiations and months of conferences 
between creditors and the repre- 
sentatives, with the Atlas Corp. 
Zroup, sponsors of he plan. 

Chiefly responsible for the work 
done, on the sponsor side, is Floyd 
Odlum, head of Atlas Corp. Also, 
Peter Rathvon, aide to Odlum: Paul 
Mazur and Fred Ehrman, of Lehman 
Bros.; and Attorney Hamilton C.! 
Rickaby of Simpson, Thacher & 
Ba! tlett. 

Mazur has been long intimate with 
RKO affairs, having been a member 
of the company board for years 
prior to the company’s receivership 
in January, 1933. 

There was much stalling on the 
modifications during the past several 
monihs, and the court had even 
warned the parties to the plan of 
possible liquidation should they be 
unsuccessful in formulating a feasible 
plan of reorganization, speedily, 

Stalled 
conditions 
arrived 


an 


Market 
calculations 


upset first 


in the formu- 


Jaiing of the plan, originally. And, 
after the special master had at’ 
first approved the plan, modifica- 


lions were in order. Peter Rathvon 
was on the matter mosi or the time 
Guring this period. 
ably become an_ officer 


of the 


reorganized company, possibly chair- | 


man of the finance committee, should 
one be formed, or a similar post. In 
this capacity he will be a member 
of the directorate, too. 

The Atlas Corp., of which Floyd 
Odlum is the head, will provide $1,- 
600,000 for underwriting purposes. 

And, as it has been previously in- 
Hicated, in order to accelerate reor- 
ganization, in accordance with sug- 
gestions from the management, the 


new plan does not provide provision 


for purchasing the M. J. Meehan 
shares of Keith-Albee-Orpheum pre- 
ferred shares. This, as 
calculated, would have 
$3,000,000 cash. The Meehan group 
owns in the neighborhood of 27,000 
shares of the approximately 63,000 
preferred shares outstanding of this 
principal theatre subsidiary of RKO. 

Since Leo Spitz has been operat- 
ing RKO, relationship between the 
RKO people and the M. J. Meehan 
zroup, once fraciious, has been ex- 
tremely harmonious and co-opera- 
tive. 

Proposals 

Present holders of RKO common 
stock are to receive one share of 
new common for each six shares of 
present common stock, and will re- 


He will prob- | 


originally, | 
required 
' 


Looks So Well 


New High in Pix Relief 


Hollywood, May 10 
Motion Picture Relief Fund is han- 
dling a total of 442 cases, a new high, 
it was last to the 
board of ti 


reported week 
ustees 

Board announced the replacement 
of Fred Astaire bv Paul Guilfoyle as 
contact at RKO 


$2,000,000 BLDG. 
PLAN 


Hollywood, May 10 

Studio expansion program at 
Fox, which called for an expenditure 
$2.000.000 for sound 
been indefinitely postponed, due to 
the unsettled situation abroad and 
the present tax setup. Execs declare 
it is unwise to proceed at this time. 
setiing forth the excess profits taxes 
as the chief reason for holding off. 

World conditions are also cited as 
responsible for caution exercised, due 
to curtailed foreign revenue. 

Five sound stages and other build- 
ings were included in expansion. 

Republic Pictures will start build- 
ing 


of 
} 


stages 


its own studio this week on a 
48-acre tract adjacent to the old 


Mack Sennett lot where the company 
is now operating under lease. Herbert 
Yates, chairman of the Republic 
board, will turn the first shovelful 
of soil as a preliminary to the erec- 
tion of a 
ginning of 
campaign, 
ulding, 150 by 60 feet, will 
contain the latest equipment for pic- 
ture making. It was designed by 
C. L. Lootens, Republic's director of 
construction, and will be built under 
his supervision. Building permit was 
Issued last week and completion will 
require three months. 

Yates is still hopeful of buying the 
Sennett lot, where his lease has 18 
months to run, but considers the cur- 
rent price too high, 


an extensive building 


New bi 





GINGER’S RESTS—BETWEEN 
Hollywood, May 10. 
Ginger Rogers is 
month’s vacation between pictures in 
her new contract with RKO. 
Actress claimed she had been over- 
worked and needed more rest as a 
health precaution. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Brian Aherne. 

Richard Arlen. 
Balaban. 

James Cagney, 

Renee and Antonio de Marco. 
Clark H. Getts. 
Stanton Griffis. 

Russell Holman. 

Ben Judell. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus. 
J. P. McEvoy, 

Victor Moore. 

J. J. Murdock. 

David Niven. 

Walter O'Keefe. 
William S. Paley. 
Phillip Reed. 

Luther Reed, 

Florence Rice. 

Siunley Ridges. 


Barnes 





of $15 per share. 

Present debenture holders will re. 
ceive one 
shares of 
amount 
back 


of debenture, 


due. 


plus 


The preferred is convertible at the 
rate of one preferred share for eight 
shares of new common, for a period 


of eight 
of 


vears, afiel 
plan. 


General 


the 
creditors will receive 
shares of new common fo! 


amount of allowed claim. 


share of preferred plus five 
new common for each $100 
interest, | 


consummation 


10 
each $100 


} After the show we 


20th- | 


has | 


$100,000 structure, the be- | 








Skiing Down B’way 


- 





By JACK OSTERMAN 
It was a cold, dreary day the first 
May. 


sleigh and 


week in 
drove down 


Hey, wait a 


We hopped in our 


Broadway. | 
! 


winute, get into prose; | 


oe . eas ii 2 


Dept. Store Exploiteer Parallels 
Dramatic Selling of Goods With 
The Merchandising of Pictures 


who do you think you are, Edgar | 
Guest? Come to think of it we ; —— ee 8 eo 
| would like to be somebody's guest! 


a change; 
What 


incidentally, 


for 
| summer. 


| say—and, 


most columnists always write two or 
three paragraphs and then finish up 


with. ‘what we started out to say’ 


surely they could have said it from 


the start or are we too journalistic?— 


we arrived at the International 
Casino where the ‘Iceland Frolics’ | 
made its debut. And a beautiful 
production it is too! Not only beau- 
tiful but thrilling, and though the 
atmosphere was cold, some of the 


‘sexy Sonjas’ burnt us up. The whole 
of 


thing brought back 
Charlotte, years ago at 
College Inn—and a Zanuck 


Looks like a helluva summer for the 


memories 


checked 
Casa 
Manson 
vaudeville in its 
career! Tried to 

while Helen Mor- 
gan was whispering her torchies but 
the waiter, who was kneeling beside 
our table taking candid camera shots, 
explained there wasn't any service 
while the House of Morgan was open. 
We setiled for two profiles 
full-length shot. 


oul 
Ma- 
and 


walked to the 
Dick 
bit 


week 


}nana with (Post) 
watched a 
second 


|order a 


of 
—a 


sanawich 


and a 


Earlier in the day, listening to the 
Kentucky Derby and wish we 
| were the Brown one. Enjoyed 
Ted Husing much better on this than 
the Lou Holtz program, 


y 
ing 


a+ 
at 





Thoughts While Thinking 
It used to be the Golden Gloves, 
now it’s the Golden Keys, 
Do you realize that the two boys 
who wrote ‘Room Service’ probably 
never had it before? 


looks like a tough | 
we started out to} 
why is it! 


Chicago's | 
finale. | 


Balaban-Griffis East 


| Hollywood, May 10. 

Unfinished studio biz is detaining 
Barney Balaban and Stanton Griffis 
here until Thursday (12) when the 
Paramount execs shove off for New 
York, 

Russell Holman, home office con- 
tact, pulled out Monday. 


NEELY STILL HOT 
ON HIS PET 
BILL 


Washington, May 10. 
take up the Neely bill, 
block booking and blind 
leasing, is slated later this week in 
the U. S. Senate. 
Sidetracked last 


Motion te 


banning 


week when sev- 
eral solons objected to considering 
the measure during call of the legis- 


lative calendar, proposal which has 
eaused the industry so many sleep- 
nights this 
jective of a drive charted by Senator 
Matthew M. West 
Democrat, who is sponsoring the re- 
formers’ pet proposition. 

With most of the must bills out of 
the way, Neely Monday (9) said he 
is determined to press for action 
this week and ‘if I can’t get it this 


less winter will be ob- 


Neely, Virginia 


week, then I will try again next 
Lew Brice is studying Culbertson | week.” Hasn't talked with Admin- 
—just the English version. istration leaders, though, ‘about fit- 
Mike Osterman, mayor of Beverly | ting it into their schedule. 
Hills, and our uncle on the side, ar- | Chances the bill will get on the 
rived in New York today, after an | statute books this year are so faint 
|absence of a snappy 30 years, when | none of. the industry friends here is 
he was manager for Weber and | apprehensive. House Interstate Com- 
Fields. He remembered they were’ merce Committee, which has sev- 
(Continued on page 24) eral companion measures on _ its 


guaranteed a | 


ceive additionally warrants to pur- Rockefeller Center, Inc., on this 
chase an additional one-half share basis, will receive 500,000 shares. 
of new common, within five years, Additionally, general creditors, are 
on the basis of $10 per share. fo be given the right to subscribe to 
Stockholders who do not exercise |@dditional common, upon terms set 
their warrant rights, within this | by the court. on siock to be set aside 
specified period may, thereafter, | by option in payment for the $1,- 
have the privilege of purchasing one | 600.000) underwiiiing, provided by 
ghare of new common, on the basis Atlas, upon consummation of the plan. 


N. Y. to L. 
Rov Atwell. 
Gene Austin. 
S. N. Behrman. 
Nate Blumberg. 
Olympe Bradna. 
Margaret Breyton. 
Eddie Cantor. 
Owen Davis, Jr. 
D. A. Doran. 
Nelson Edev. 
Edgar Fairchild. 
Chas, R. Giett. 
Nonroe 
Bert Gordon. 
Max F. Haves, 
John 


A. 


M. Goldstein, 


Houseman. 
Lou Irwin. 
Walter Woolf King. 
Sam Kurtzman, 
Richard Lane. 
Harry Lang. 
|; Joe E. Marks, 
Ethel Merman. 
| James Mulvey. 
Joe Penner. 
Mary Pickford, 
| Marvon Pierce, 
Don Pringle. 
John Rapp. 
Roswell Rogers. 
Dick Ryan. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Jobn Schultz. 
Jay Sealbreoek 
Joe Seidelman. 
Nate Tufts. 





docket, has failed to discuss such a 
proposal and the end of the session 
now is so near the odds are 1,000 
to 1 the Neely bill will be left hang- 
ing in midair even if it gets through 
ithe Senate. That would mean start- 
ing from scratch next year, since all 
unfinished legislation dies when the 
i present term concludes, 





SAILINGS 


June 1 (New York to London) 
| Darryl Zanuck, Joseph M. Schenck, 
| Bernard Sobel, Wallace Ford ‘(Nor- 
mandie). 

May 25 (New York to London) 
| Victor Payne-Jennings, Dr. Herbert 
T. Kalmus (Queen Mary). 

May 28 (New York to Naples) Em- 
met Callahan, Ann Corio (Conte di 
Savoia). 

May 18 (London to New York) Mr. 





and Mrs. Henry Sherek (Queen 
Mary). 
May 18 ‘New York to London) 


| Jack Hasty, Barry 
|Gensler (Normandie). 
| May 11 ‘Vancouver to Svyvdnev) 
| Kirby and Duval, Morro and Yocan- 
| elli, Bankoff and Cannon, Reis and 
Dunn, Jimae and Bud and Buddies 
| (Niagara). 
| May 11 (New York 
'Mary McGuire. Ben 


O'Brien, 


Lew 


to London) 
Henry, David 


| Niven, Phillip Reed, Brian Aherne 

|} «(Queen Mary). 

| May 7 ‘(New York to Rio de 
Janeiro) Phil Reisman (Western 

| World). 


May 6 (London to New York) Paul 
Lukas, C. V. France (Manhattan), 
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By Irving Price 
(Sales and Exploitation Direcior 
of Hearns Department Stores in New 
York.) 
Ever of Gordon 


hear Selfridge? 


He's the Yank who won himself mij- 
lions of dollars and considerable 
fame by transporting the American 
department store idea to England, 
And what did he really take across 
the Atlantic? Principally this: a 


marvelous sense of showmanship : nq 
publicity. 

Name any merchant prince ‘that's 
what they used to call the bewhisk- 





ered gent who founded a big store 
and made it prosper) and vou've 
mentioned a great showman. No 
secret about it. The bigger the mer- 
chant, the better the showman If 
he had a production the public liked, 
and a ‘story’ that got to the publie 
heart, his cash registers started 
clinking faster, If he didn't, he just 


folded up and moved on 

Film producers can hold a nation 
in their grip simply because they 
know how to dramatize its emotions, 
That's ‘box office.’ 

Your department store is the 
chow business too. Putting on ea 
daily show. Dramatizing the strug- 


gle of the average person to satisfy 


his needs. Nothing more than that. 
With varying degrees of success, of 
course And various refinements— 
chromium plate, bevelled mirrors, 
exotic scents, and mysterious twirp- 
ings about ‘Fashion’ which sound 


very wonderful, but mean little more 


than that there’s something new and 

becoming for a woman to wea) 
Afier dabbling in several indus- 

tries, I'm convinced fundamental 


problems are the same in any of 
them. Aggressive publicity will mike 
business good. And good business, 
better, keying it up to greater 
plishments. Depression is no real 
obstacle. On the contrary, some of 
the greatest successes in hisiory have 
been launched in big 
And will continue to be. 
few sidelights: 

Hearns, 110 years of age 
est of all New York department 
stores, was ready for the count when 
the depression of 1929-1932 ‘remem- 
ber?) flattened business righi and 
left. Then new ownership stepped 
in just when everything and every- 
body were scraping bottom. 

Hearns had a theme which fiited 
the times perfectly: ‘People come be- 
fore profits. Help people buy... 
keep prices low, and good-will is 
yours,’ 

Dramatizing Merchandize 


acccme. 


aepressions, 
Here area 


. 3 
ana O!0- 


But it all had to be dramatized. 
That's how the Hearn Plan of 1834 
was born. For one year the store 


called a halt to profits, pledging it- 


self to turn all savings and ‘sur- 
pluses back te customers in the form 


of lower prices. 

The Hearn Plan caught the public 
fancy. It was the subject of 
ment everywhere. Newspapers end 


come 


magazines throughout the country 
discussed it. Governor Lehman. as 
well as the governors of 12 cther 
states, publicly praised it...in the 
store’s advertisements. Al Smith, 
Mayor LaGuardia of New York. end 
other public leaders sounded their 
praises too. Senator Borah, V:ce- 
President Garner and Henry Ferd 
joined the chorus—allowing their 


photographs to accompany their re- 
marks in the Hearn ads. 

The next task was to keep them 
interested in the store's doings. Aside 
from heavy and consistent use of 
newspaper space, the store became 
famous for its shows. Its Christmas 
spectacles became the talk of New 
York. A real circus, with elephants, 
nerses, an Eskimo Village. a Midget 


Village, rides, popcorn, lemonade, 
clowns, balloons, music, exciiement! 

Ambitious to give New Yorks 
children a treat on Thanksgiving 
Day, Hearns obtained permiss.on 
froin the New York Park Depurt- 
ment to stage an outdoor circus Cn 
tie Mall at Central Park. li was a 
Giamatic forerunner to the opening 
of the store’s Toy World tne next 
dey The circus wus repeated in 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn, toe Ap- 
proximately 30,000 persons hive 
viewed it each year. 

Shew Biz Adjuncts 

In Hearns Little Thestre. con- 
ducted free for iis custome) have 
eopeared at one time or arnoier. & 
Lelaxy of stage, screen ana weGe 


(Continued on page 54) 
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SEEING SPEC 





A Confession of Weakness 





real, 
know. 
‘Just getting your 


ness 

‘And furthermore 
a lot of weaknesses to say 
business for you. It’s funny 
of the other theatre owners!’ 


’ he continued, 
that 


jump right back into popularity. 
grind out too many pictures, 


Sonja Henie 
Myrna Loy, 





‘How about some of these exhibs taking their 
where they’ve been parking too long, and going out and doing some 
old-fashioned picture selling,’ 


show in a can and telling 
that the marquee lettering is speiled right, 
the real old-time socko showmanship which made the picture bust- 


certain 
but they seem to do all right fo 


Sez H. M. Richey 


‘Give the stars good stories and good direction,’ says 
general manager of Co-operative Theatres of Michigan, 


without careful selection, 
poor pictures, regardless of who plays in ’em.’ 

Chief money-makers for Michigan operators are Shirley 
and Clark Gable opuses, 
William Powell and Gary 
Films by others often don’t make expenses, he avers. 


feet off the desks, 


one testy showman wanted to 
the assistant to see 


isn’t enough. It’s not like 


yn of 
don’t do 
many 


‘it’s certainly a fine confessi 
pictures or stars 


Detroit, May 10. 

H. M. Richey, 
‘and they'll 
Why not say that attempting to 
results in 


Temple, 
those of Kay Francis, 
ranking as next best. 


with 
Cooper 








UA Awaiting Chaplin-Pickford’s 


Return; Roach, Others May Join Co. 


(pinsiccinnsihninguiasaii 


Hollywood, May 10. 

It is the impression here that so 
far as Dr. A. H. Giannini’s future 
status in United Artists is concerned, 
the matter is undisturbed and what- 
ever finally is determined will occur 
only after the company officials and 
the U. A. partners have been able to 
communicate with Charles Chaplin 
and Mary Pickford, latter soon due 
to arrive from the east. 

Therefore, most of the official 
business that has been under discus- 
sion here, since the arrival of Mur- 
ray Silverstone and Samuel Gold- 
wyn, has had to do with the possi- 





bility of obtaining Hal oy “ 
make a series of features for U. 

George J. Schaefer, vice- oi a 
in charge of sales for the U. S, and 
Canada, has a contract which still | 
has around a year to go. No change | 
is contemplated here, as Schaefer | 
stays on definitely. Same goes for | 
Arthur Kelly, v.-p. in charge of} 
foreign, Whatever shifts may occur | 
will be of a secondary kind, from in- 
dications. 

Whether Dr. Giannini stays with | 
the company seems to be a matter | 
for himself to decide. He holds ay 
contract that has around three years 
to go. 

At the time, some months ago, 
when Alexander Korda and Goldwyn 
negotiated and obtained those orig- 
inal purchase options from Dougias 
Fairbanks, Miss Pickford and Chap- 
lin, in a deal which was never con- 


summated, provision had been made | 


for terms under which settlement 
could be had of Dr. Giannini’s con- 
tract. 

Belief is that current discussions 
include an idea for the eventual dis- 
continuance of the company’s Holly- 

wood executive offices. 

Economies in the over-all operat- 


ing overhead of the company will, | last week 


of course, be sought, as a matter of 
course, 
Roach’s Dicker 

Hal E. Roach 1s dickering with 
United Artists for a releasing ar- 
rangement on a minimum of nine 
pictures in the next three years. 
Way was paved for the negotiations 
last week when UA stockholders 
voted to amend the old laws of the 
company and allow a new producer 
to be accepted by a majority vote. 
Previous rule required a four-out-of- 
five ballot. 

Roach’s proposition is to make a 
minimum of three films a year over 
a three-year period. He has been re- 
leasing through Metro on a year-to- 
year basis. His present coniract calls 
for delivery of one more piciure to 
that company. 

Stockholders at the meeting were 
Samuel Goldwyn, Dr. A. H. Giannini 
as proxy for Charles Chaplin; 
Emanuel Silverstone, representing 
Alexander Korda; N. A. McKay, act- 
ing for Mary Pickford, and Clarence 
Ericksen for Douglas Fairbanks and 
Murray Silverstone, chief executive 
oflicer of the company. 

With Roach headed for the UA 








Joan Davis’ Fall Sends 


+ 
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ALL HAVE PLANS 
FOR OIG THEME 


Spectacular Pix Productions 
Hoped to Revitalize Film 
Interest—All Majors, and 
Lessers, Using Big His- 
torical, Biographical and 


Outdoor Settings to Spark- | 


plug 1938-39 Programs 


NO SCREWBALLERS 


Inspired by a market t 


of the public to sour on certain types 


of pictures, and attempting to solve 


| the problem of how to protect the 


boxoffice against such sudden fan 
|apathy, producer-distributors are 





. _— 


| 
| 


Comedienne to Hospital 


Hollywood, May 10. 


Joan Davis was taken to the hos- 
pital Monday (9) when she was in- 


jured in a fali while doing a knocka- 


bout dance with Buddy Ebsen for 
‘My Lucky Star’ at 20th-Fox. 

It is feared she may have injured 
her spine. 


RKO Now Wants 


Garnett, Same As 


LaCava, McCarey 


Hollywood, May 10. 


| Combo producer-directors, to handle 


studio’s A product, under supervision 


'of Pandro Berman, are being sought 


by RKO. Already engaged in such 
dual capacities are Gregory La Cava 
and Leo McCarey, with lines baited 
for Tay Garnett. La Cava and Mc- 
Carey are cut in for a percentage of 
the profits in addition to nominal) 
salary. 

Same deal would apply to Garnett 
and other top directors being angled. 
Four Going at RKO 

Hollywood, May 10. 
With four pictures in production, | 
RKO lot is busier than at any time | 
since midwinter. 
‘Border G-Man,’ 


western, and ‘Ground Crew,’ 





polated, 


|not add to as many as for 


cold, for 1938-39, on screwball com- 
edies; hack plays, clambake, vaude- 
here musicals or revues; cockeye 
romantic dramas, butler stuff and 
material of a stock caliber. 

The leaning, in addition to being in 
‘a direction of novelty of treatment, 
plot and action or background, is also 
very pointedly toward productions 
with big backgrounds such as bio- 
graphical, outdoor, historical and 
spectacle features. While 
will be continued, the number 
rent season, and the 
give musicals freshness 
elty as well as definite 
ground. arious 
planning pictures that represent 
stories, with songs added or inter- 
but otherwise not taking the 
classification of musicals 

Just as the trend is to hold 


thought is to 


story back- 


majors are 


down 


}a little on musicals, in so far as spec- 


| portantly on this type of 


| than in recent years. Comedies will 
always be made but every studio| 
is afraid to tackle any more of | 





| 
ld 
| 
| 


concerned 
and 
is to 


tacles are 
historical 
dency 


biographical, 
otherwise—the ten- 
concentrate more im- 
production 


the wacky type since that cycle has 
been overdone during this season. 
It is feared that even if some- 
thing good is turned out as a ‘screw- 
baller,’ to the public it might still be 
poison. The same is true of the 
clambake musical, or the type that ! 
is more vaudeville than anything 
else, 

Mysteries in many cases will be 
treated in a comedy way, while with 
the regular comedy features studios 


will attempt to strike a new note, 
including homey comedies or any- 
thing in the laugh division that’s 
different, 


Need Fresher Backgrounds 


Aside from plans calling for the 
making of an unusually large num- 


| ber of spectacle productions, the key- | 
| note of the studios—and the distribu- | 


|tion forces, also, in the selling—is 


George O’Brien | founded on freshness of background, 
with | approach, 


treatment and plot. That 


Richard Dix heading the cast, rolled | Will be eagerly sought for in every 


Deal bringing Leo McCarey into 
RKO as producer-director under a 


termer was closed with Leo Spitz in | °f fi 


New York last week, McCarey being | 
in the east. McCarey, who was with 
Par, made one picture on the out- 
side this year, ‘Awful Truth,’ for 
Columbia. 

McCarey 


had another dicker on 


| with Hal Roach but Myron Selznick 


lclosed on his behalf with RKO. 
Gregory La Cava was the first to join 
RKO on a similar producer-director 


| deal. 


lhas tw 





ranks, there is a prospect of re-sign- 
ing David O. Selznick’s outfit, which 
vO more pictures to make un- 
der the old contract. 

Announcement of at least 24 fea- 
tures for the 1958-39 UA program 1s 
expected when George J. Schaefer 
sales head, arrives from New York 
this week. For the current season, 
52 pictures were announced, of which 
UA expects to deliver 28. 

Still another major producer is un- 


derstood to be on the verge of joining 
UA. =~ would raise the number ol 
non-member producers to five 


| 


instance, to get from the 
Sameness' which 
brought quick deati to certain types 
Ims, notably musicals and wac! 

| comedies. 

In the spectacle field al! producers 
are expected to be heavily repre- 
ser.ted for '38-39, under plans, plenty 
in the outdoors being contemplated 
by the various majors and, on a 
smaller by the lesser com- 
panies. 

In the musical group certain 
which have been turned out by vari- 
ous companies yearly are being dis- 
couraged. Paramount probably will 
not do another ‘Big 3roadcast,’ 
though there may be an ‘Artists and 
Models.’ Warners is not announcing 
another ‘Golddiggers,’ but Metro will 


away 


scale, 


serie 


again have a ‘Broad wavy Melody, 
under plans; also a ‘Zicgfeld Follies’ 
(new). RKO will turn out st least 
one Astaire-Rogers feature, perhanp 
two, but under present plan 
have no other musicals on its pro- 
duction azenda, final progra de- 
| tails not having been set un as yet 
In the 20th-F camp cniy elab- 
orate musical show re pro *d. 
h led by what vi il ‘ ? a 
(Continued on page 2 


musicals | 
will | 
tne cure | 


through nov- 


also | 


this year has | 
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Korda Tells of UA 
Plans, Including 





London Prod. 
Asher-Lubitsch: 


French Versions, No Stars, Etc. 





72 Players, 52 Secthes, 


a Mav 10 
Warners has 72 players, 52 writers 
and 12 directors under contract, ac- 
cording to the latest personnel roster. 
Addition of Milton Shubert and 
Max Siegel has raised the produce1 
list to 10. 


n lency | 


OTTERSON HAS 
REMAKE IDEA 
AT ASTORIA 


J. E. Otterson, figuring on taking 
over the old Paramount Astoria 
studio for remakes of European top 
pix, will take Harry Lachman from 
the West Coast for an exec post at 
the Long Island plant. Pair will 
leave shortly for Europe to look ove 
material currently showing in con- 
| tinental capitals. 

Previous to coming to Fox, five 
years ago, Lachman had been a top 
director for Par in Paris and Lon- 
don and ran Metro’s Nice studio be- 
fore turning to direction 
that the Astoria studio is geared for 
lower production cost than Holly 
wood, and is otherwise 
remakes. 

The Eastern Service (Astoria) 
plant has just arranged with Dr. Her- 
bert T. Kalmus for the permanent es- 
tablishment of a three-color T 
color unit, with shooting personnel, 
to its facilities. This marks the first 
time that Tech cameras will be avail- 
able in the east. Plant is spending 
| about $50,000 in connection with in- 
stalling the Tech slabs facilities, 


—___—_ 


Ford-Zanuck Huddie 


3elief is 


better for 


schnni- 


Hollywood, May 19 


| John Ford barged in Saturday ‘7) | 


|after five weeks in Honolulu to con- 
sult with Darryl Zanuck about ‘Splin- 
ter Flect,’ story about World Wa: 
midget submarine chasers which 
20th Century-Fox has been planning 
to make for two years. Produci'en 
is down for a $2,000,000 special wt 

Tyrone Power, Don Ameche arr 
Warner Baxter as a sort of three 
musketecrs of the sea. 

Picture will be kept off the floo: 
till August when Zanuck retu: ~ 
from his vacash; Rian James ane 
| Lieutenant Commander Noville 
working on : ey meanwhile. 


U’S JOHN JOSEPH NOW 
HEADQUARTERS WEST 


Universal has moved its advertis- 
ing and publicity headquarters to 
Hollywood, where John Joseph, di- 
rector of advertising and publicit 

setting up a new organization, Lew 
Pollock will be in charge in the east 

It is expected that 
on the Coast, will make a complete 


Joseph, while 


overhauling of the company’ tudo 
advertising and publicity setup 
Hollywood, May 19 
William Scully, genera! sales man 


ager, planed in trom New York fo 
a final huddle with Universa! studio 
execs on the 1958-39 product 

Wi Scully are Joe Sei:delms 
teveiaie sale V.p and Joh Joseph 


director 01 aavertising and pu 


12 Directors on WB List| 





aw : . 
London, Ma 10 
rival here, Alexander Korda 
confirmed that Irving Asher ma 
team up with him as an associate 
producer. Also added that Erns 
Lubitsch is due here in about a 


month to produce one film at Den- 
ham. 

Korda states that 
Artists 
concentrate on production and tha 
he will make eight 
American 


under his ne 


United agreement he can 


films Lol tie 
market this year Fou 
‘Calcutta,’ ‘Prison Withou 
and ‘Lawrence of Arabia’ are 
| definite. Former two will be 
Technicolor. 

It is expected that Laurence . 
vier will replace Robert Donat as 
lead in ‘Arabia.’ Korda also aims a 
getting Lunt and Fontanne for one 
film during their season here 

In aiming at the wider marke 
Korda plans several pictures in 
French tongue and declares it is his 
intention to abolish the star system 
as far as it concerns his own baili- 
wick of Denham. 





' Feathers,’ 


3ars’ 


- 





PAR ROSTER AT YEAR’S 
HIGH, 2,000 WORKING 


Hollywood, May 10 

More than 2,000 players, write: 
technicians and other employees a 
currently engaged at Paramount. the 


highest number in the last 12 months 
During the past two weeks the 
back lot and technical workers have 


increased 50% to 1,500. 


ARIETY 
































Trade Mark Registere 
| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN || 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, tne 
Sid Silverman, President 
| 154 West 46th Street, New York Cit: | 
| 
| 
| SUBSCRIPTION 
| RENO 65s 3.4% $6 Foreign...... 7 | 
Single Copies...., ree rer 15 Cents |} 

| } 
Hl 120 | 
(|| Vol. 130 ee No.9 || 
a | 
| panes 
| INDEX | 
PM ciebaakalbeaaunbsemne +5 
Boy ae 44 
a. ere oa 
b COONS ccccccesess had ) II 
h || Dansapation .............s0-41 
| 
| PEPIOMEUON, 66660 6s0sesce 24 
il 33 ROGGG ARG. cesicscicnss 42 
PUM MOVIE i scssaccisone 16 
re ; 55 
Girl’s Eye View....... 19 
| House Reviews........... 45 
|} Inside—Legit ............ 43 
Inside—Music ..........++ 4) | 
| Inside—Pictures ........ ; 8 || 
Inside—Radio ............ 2 
|| International News....... 12 |} 
i 
| International Film News.. 13 | 
|| Jack Osterman...... , an | 
Joe Laurie, Jr........ ‘ 6 | 
SME Siscivcuwie 47-51 i} 
Bo er ere Pere 2 ] 
Mu ic Coe eee reeeseeesers 36-41 1} 
New Aci erry 42 || 
News from the Dailies.. ae | 
Nite i) ee sec0emnae 
Nite Club Reviews....... 44 | 
CUES cv cktveedeeerene 7 
Outdoor ; ; 51-55 | 
Pictures ... a r-24 
Radio ee . ° ° 25-00 1 
|! Radio—lInternational . He) | 
Radio Revieyv a | 
Vaudeville .......... 40-44 


_ 


~ 





EOE Gh, Le 


SS aN 


ee RY BR EIS 
» gion 


























— 


pana ase 


t 


rove 


j 

; t 
\ 
| 
/ 

i 
) 
Bt 
| 

; + 





4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 11, 193g 




















Hollywood Takes Its Ranching 


Seriously Now 


adays; Strictly 





Pix Pioneers 





Hollywood, May 10. 
Robert Taylor in the San 
Fernando Valley and Harry 
Carey at Saugus in the San 





A For-Revenue-Only Standard 


7 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Picture talent is off cutting lawns 
simply for the esthetic effect it gives 
the neighbors. All of them are 
looking for rolling hills which pay 
dividends in alfalfa these spring 
days. 

Those who break away from Bev- 
erly Hills trek with reluctant feet 
to the San Fernando Valley and be- 
come suburban country gentlemen a 
la Crosby, with 26-room copies of 
Washington’s Mount Vernon or Jef- 
ferson’s Monticello as their idea of 
periect living. 

Others, more daring, fare further 
put and come in with more acreage. ; 
Present stampede is around Chats- | 
worth and Hidden Valley. Latest 
to cut herself a flock of acres is Irene 


> 





Tunes on the Wing 


Hollywood, May 10. | 
Harling, composer of 
the American opera, ‘The Light of 
St. Agnes,’ is set to write the mu-| 
sical score for ‘Men With Wings’ at} 
Paramount. Harling also wrote the 
ditty, ‘Sing You Sinners,’ for which 
the current Bing Crosby picture was 
named. 

Par resumed work yesterday (Mon- 
day) on ‘Wings,’ halted 17 days ago 
when producer - director William 
Wellman became ill. Wellman ex- 
pected to return May 2 but required 
another week of rest. 


W. Franke 








Rich who is managed by George 
Temple, the father of Shirley. Shir- 
ley herself is being sold 150 acres 


of rolling green in the same dis- 
trict. 

Currently farming within a 10-| 
mile area are Winnie Sheehan, 


Francis Lederer, Rowland Lee, Jim 
Tully, Robert Taylor, Gene Autry, 
Wallace Beery, Will Hays, Paul 
Kelly, Barbara Stanwyck, Florence 
Ryerson and Colin Clements, Al 
Jolson and Ruby Keeler, Zeppo 
Marx, and even Edward Everett 
Horton who bills his taxable land 
“Belly Acres.’ 

Most of these range from 20-200 
acres and are either laid out for 
fruit or feed, except in the case of 
Miss Stanwyck and Marx, who have 
turned their acreage into a _ stock 
farm for thoroughbred horses 
(Marwyck Stables), and Mae West 
who uses hers for a trotting track. 

50-50 Basis 

Smarter set sublet their acreage 
to dirt farmers who produce on a 
50-50 basis, farmers supplying seed, 
labor and general overhead. Fifty | 
acres split this way brings talent 
$4,000 a year net, and provide nice 
green lawn all the year round, cut 
and watered without expense to the 
landowner. 

More daring than this set are those 
who trek beyond the utmost purple 
rim before pitching their tents. 
These either go the dude ranch way, 
such as Lucien Hubbard at B.Bar. | 
H, or the straight cattle ranch rou- | 
tine such as Harry Carey at Saugus, 
end Rex Bell at Searchlight, Nev. 

Some of these get so far away 
from Hollywood that they never 
come back. They stake out ranches 
running 1,000 to 5,000 acres and seem 
to get lost on them. If they flop 
as ranchers and seem lost to Holly- 
wood too, they pop up at remote 
whistle-stops: as leading citizens. 

Recent survey of one Nevada | 
town, for instance, showed that the | 
leading lawyer, banker, 


$361,339 Net Profit 


; ance 1 
against the previous year, Techni- |<‘ ; : 
ing his son, the crown prince and | Original 


|crown princess, as heads of a royal 


| $361,339 as against $100,670 in the in- 
| the 803,081 shares outstanding. 


| totaled $930,284 in 1937 as compared 


| approximately 
| profit carried to consolidated surplus 


For First 3 Months; 
Technicolor Reports 








Though net profit after all charges 
excepting Federal taxes and insur- | 
rose about’ $40,000 in 1937 as | 


color, Inc. earnings in the first three | 
months ending in March this year } 
are running more than three times | 
higher than similar period of 1937. 


|Technicolor report issued last week | 


showed earnings from combined | 


companies at end 


itial three-month period last year. 
This first quarter profit figure 
amounts to 45¢ per capital share on 


Technicolor net profit, before de- 
preciation, amortization, Federal 
taxes and life insurance premiums, 


with $880,650 in preceding year. Re- 
port showed, however, that after all 
charges excepting Federal taxes and | 
life insurance, net was only $630,718 
in 1937 as against $591,585 in 1936 or 
$40,000 more. Net 





account totaled only $468,169 for the 
year. This surplus account was 
further increased by $339,375 through | 
the sale of 54.375 shares of capital 
stock. 

Company paid out 75¢c per share in 
| dividends during the year, or $599,- 
|046. Balance on Dec. 31, 1937 was 
| $1,163,346. Net sales for 1937 
| amounted to $3,133,266. 
| The statement from Technicolor 
|revealed that footage in the first 
three months this year for color pro- 
|ductions would probably exceed 
| 20,000,000 feet against 9,384,181 feet 
in the initial quarter of 1937, 





keeper, copper and gambler uae al | REALIGN GN SALES 


put in a hitch in Hollywood in the 
silent days, moved on to 
to buy a ranch to work between 
pictures and never came back. 

But the more compromising esca- 
pologists figure than 100 acres, not 
more than 20 miles from town, is 
just about right. If the visiting pro- 
ducers, agents and autograph-col- 
lectors pile too high over Sunday 
the ranchers can always hop in a 
chuck wagon and hide in the hills 
till they go home. 


W. C. FIELDS AND PAR 
CALL OFF CONTRACT 


Hollywood, May 10. 
W. C. Fields has parted company 








with Paramount, his contract, calling | 


for one more picture, being mutually 
te. minated. 

Comic had been feuding with the 
studio over story’ content. ‘Mr. 
Eumpus goes to Town’ was slated as 
his next picture, but called 
Understood he will freelance. 





M-G Launches Pair 


Hollywood, May 10. 


Julien Duvivier, French director 


end Miliza Korjus, Viennese singing | 


actress, started their first American 


Nevada | 


off. | 


SETUP IN THE FIELD 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Edward Peskay, Grand National 
sales manager, left Monday (9) for a 
| tour of the GN exchanges and to ap- 
point seven new district managers. 
James Winn moves from Chicago 
|to Frisco as western district manager 


That Takes Care of Four 





| Hollywood, May 10. 


| Universal will depict four years 
| Of undergraduate life in four college 
| pictures titled ‘Freshman Year,’ 
| ‘Sophomore Year.’ ‘Junior Year’ and 
| ‘Senior Year, with the same leads 
| throughout. 

| George Bilson will produce the 
series, due to start June 6. Cast and 
director are still to be set. 


HIS OWN DOUBLE 
Hollywood, May 10. 
‘Ellis Island’ will go into produc- 
tion May 16 at 20th-Fox with Arleen 
Whelan and Don Ameche in feature 
spots, 
In the cast is Mike (Prince) Ro- 
manefl, who will portray himself. 


Lusty’s ‘Star’ Ascends 
Hollywood, May 10 


picture jobs last week in Metro's Lou Lusty’s first production effort, 

er . y -~ @ . ® 

The Great Waltz. ‘Menial Star” goes before the came- 
Both were signed personally by ras this week at RKO. 


Louis B. Mayer while he was in Eu- 
Fope last year 


j top spots. 





| Swedish people in USS. 


|studio exhibit. 


| modified 


Francisquico Canyon are de- 
veloping an overhead irrigation 
system that may revolutionize 
farming in semi-arid areas. 

System of portable piping 
can water hundreds of acres of 
alfalfa at a fraction of cost of 
ditch-irrigation which is only 
applicable anyway to level 
land. System used by Carey 
and Taylor can be used on any 
land, even sloping desert 
stretches. 


Svensk Picture As 
Sweden’s Goodwill 
Ambassador to U. S. 


Swedish-American Tercentennial 
feature film, ‘Great John Ericsson,’ 
hes been tied in as a vital feature of 
the Swedish-American Tercenten- 
nial celebration set to open May 16. 
Premiere in U.S. of picture will be 
next Monday (16) at Fifth Avenue 











| 





Coogan’s Tax Break 


Washington, May 10. 
One angle of Jackie Coogan’s finan- 
cial woes was smoothed out last week 
when the ‘Treasury Department 
agreed to settle a long-argued claim 
for roughly a nickel on the dollar. 
Arthur L. Bernstein, young actor’s 





| stepfather, signed pact with the In- 
| ternal Revenue Bureau to pay $23.66 


in return for pigeonholing of an al- 
leged $551.85 deficiency. Government 
sought to disallow deductions for at- 
torney’s fees and expenses incurred 
between 1923 and 1927 in establish- 
ing the tax liability on the earnings 
of the youth. 


2d Suit Vs. Old U Co. 
Officers by Tippett 








Playhouse, N.Y. Victor Seastrom, 
who went from Hollywood to Swe- | 
den to appear in it, 
role. 

Anniversary of landing 


served by 


party of 50 to America for cere- 
monies. This group will be pre- 
ceded by Count Folke Bernadotte, 
‘film  ambassador-extraordinaire.’ 


ambitious and costly picture turned | 
out in Sweden. 


AGAIN TALK H’WOO0D | 
REPLICA FOR N. Y. FAIR, 








Officials of three film companies | 
in a quiet effort have taken options 


would be a 
replica of a Hollywood | 
plant in operation. Picture execu- 
tives are doing it on their own, with | 
no idea of making it an individual 
company enterprise. 


as now planned, and 


plays the title | Pictures Corp. to produce books and 


| of first | N, Y. supreme court in connection 
will be ob-| with $600,000 action begun several 
5,000,000 Scandinavian- | months 
Americans. King of Sweden is send- | Corp., dealers in film raw 


of March to be | Great John Ericsson’ is the most! stock. 


|on a site at the New York World’s | trial, 

Fair amusement zone, with the idea | claim they 

|of arranging a giant motion picture | book records which would enable 

Estimated that the | Plaintiff to fix 

|studio layout would cost $1,000,000, | damages. 
| 


Second suit to compel Universal 


records was started Thursday (5) in 


ago by John D. Tippett 
material. 
suit charged Universal, | 
Carl Laemmle, former president; 
Eastman Kodak Co., Jules E. Brula- 
tour and others with conspiracy to | 
induce Universal to cancel a five- 
year contract to purchase Tippett’s 
As a result, it is alleged, de- | 
fendants deprived the Tippett cor- 
poration of completion of its five- | 
year contract, and also of profits to 
which they claim they were en- 
titled. 

New suit is to compel production 
of books and records covering 1932-| 
1937, relating to purchase by U of 
film raw material. 

Although officials of picture cor- 
poration have been examined before 
attorneys for Tippett outfit 
have avoided supplying 


definite amount of 

Justice Samuel I. Rosenman Fri- 
day (6) reserved decision in inspec- 
tion motion. 


Under Western Lies, or a Plea F or 
More Realism in Mustang Films 


—z 


Hollywood, May 10, 

Fear that Hollywood's belief that 
you can’t kill westerns, no matter 
how bad you make _ them, will 
eventually kill westerns, is moving 
certain western groups in on pro- 
ducers in the hope of making them 
mend their ways. 

These groups point out that every 
time a cycle of pix collapses from 
its own dizzy whirl, producers grab 
at outdoorers to tide them over, and 
while all of them are fussy and 
touchy about criticism as to whether 
the chairs in their Napoleonic 
epic were authentic Louis Quinze, 
they think anything goes in a west- 
ern. 

Stars who know their west have 
resented for years the things they 
have been asked to do in westerns, 
Many of them gave up in the end 
and went upstairs to bedroom 
dramas or took to the open road and 





| nique. 


| when 90% 
| fenced ranges. 


}out a 


AUSTRIA AND SPAIN 
FILM BACKGROUNDS 


There is no indication thus far 
that the industry will be officially 
represented at the fair, or that indi- 
vidual companies plan exhibits. 

— Hollywood, May 10. 


Par Picking ‘Zaza’ Score 





ture against the background of the 
Nazis’ steal of Austria, from a yarn, 
‘The Exiles,’ by George Sklar and 


Samuel Goldwyn will make a pic- | 


From 200 Charlot Songs 


Hollywood, May 10. 





Vera Caspary. Film marks the debut 
of Jascha Heifetz, concert violinist, in 
a straight dramatic role. 

Another picture of war-mad Eu- | 





Jack Oakie and Lucille Ball in the 





More than 200 songs from the rope, by Walter Wanger, nearing 
SiCz ibra ’ : 3 A sige . eh tee 
ee ee ey & Lee |completion, is ‘Rising Tide,’ which 


Charlot, technical advisor on Para- ; “te “ieee 
| deals with the civil war in Spain, 


mount’s forthcoming ‘Zaza,’ have} : ; : 
been shipped to Hollywood by Mrs. | although no mention of the country 


| is made in the film. 


Charlot. 
From this collection producer ay. Cy 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., will select Mae West May Encore 


numbers for the picture, due to get 
under way next month with George 
Cukor directing. 


Personals This Summer 


° Hollywood, May 10. 
Chaplin Protege Pacted Mae West and her’ entourage 
Hollywood, May 10. trained in over the weekend after 
Dorothy Comingore, lately bally-| personals tour. May go to another 
hooed as Charles Chaplin's ‘dis- | jaunt this summer. 
covery,’ has been signed to a term A London booking was suddenly 
contract by Warners. called off but may be made later, 
Graduate of the Carmel Little ~~ 
theatre, Miss Comingore draws her 
first role in ‘Three Girls on Broad- 
way.’ 














Hollywood, May 10. 
Fanchon will rejoin her brother. 
Marco, in a film production unit 
when her two-year producing con- 


PIAZZI'S MOPPET ENCORES 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Ben Piazza’s moppet discovery, 








|tract at Paramount expires in June. 
At present Fanchon is unassigned 
j}at Paramount, with no prospect of 
another produciion before she leaves 
the lot. No new connection so fai 
set. 


Kitty Clancy, will be featured in 
two pictures to be made by Emanuel 
; Cohen’s Major outfit. 
Four-year-old was 
‘Midnight Madonna’ 
| drew a new pact 
Ruby Keeler’s Dramatico 
Hollywood, May 10. 


launched in 
and recently 
Mounting the Mounties 

Hollywood, May 10 


RKO Radio, figuring it did a smart ‘Royal Canadian Mounted Police.’ 
j trick moving Ginger Rogers from | Technicolor picture based on the his- 
|hoofing into trouping, will try to tory of that organization, is sched- 
repeat with Ruby Keeler in ‘Mcther| uled for autumn production by 


Carey’s Children.’ 

Siudio is surrounding her with Fay 
Bainter, Ralph Morgan and Ann 
‘Shirley in cast. 


Paramount. 

Screen play will be made 
_ book of the same tiile 
|}R. C. Fetherstonbaugh. 


from a 
written by 


| 
| 


} 


| joined a circus. 


For 6006 on Raw Film 


Proof that they don’t think all 
westerns are just so much mesa is 
seen in the fact that the western 
groups give their approval to pix 
like “The Plainsman,’ ‘Wells Fargo’ 
and ‘The Last Outlaw.’ They don't 
mind Gene Autry, either, because 
Autry was a cowboy first, and if he 
prefers to go the way of canyon 
crooners, it’s still a free country, 
But they draw the line on all this 


cliff-hanging and burning across 
brands by cattle-rustlers. 
Thieves still rustle cattle, they 


point out, but they have a new tech- 
They don't chase steers and 
over brands, especially not 
of the herds are now on 
What they do is to 
cruise around in one-ton trucks on 
moonlight nights looking for cattle 
which have strayed onto roads. 
While most drivers almost break 
their necks trying to avoid these 


burn 


| dopey steers, the rustlers head for 


them and hit them a sock either with 


the front bumper or aé_e wheel. 
Knocked cold, the steer is then 
bumped off into the truck. He's a 


bootlegged steak ‘flown direct from 
New York’ by morning. 

This is just one example of what 
westerners say is wrong with pres- 
ent day westerns. 


Believing they have something 
there, the Hays office is currently 
in a huddle with representative 


westerners in the hope of working 
code. Will James, author of 
‘Smokey,’ has come down from Mon- 
tana to confer with Hays, and as 
his stuff is authentic, he may be 
asked to be the little Hays office of 
the Hopalongs. 

Harry Carey, like James, is very 
pro-realist in his western ideology 
and has the added advantage of hav- 
ing acted in hundreds of westerns. 
He, too, will be consulted, as he is 
known to have a flock of helpful 
suggestions along this line. 


JACK RANDALL, JACKIE 
COOPER’S MONO CHORES 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Jack Randall inked a deal with 
Monogram for eight more western 
musicals just before he pulled out 
for the company’s sales convention 
in Cincinnati. Player still owes two 





| pictures on his old contract. 


| 


Jackie Cooper's first starrer for 
Monogram’s 1938-39 releasing season 
will be ‘Streets of New York,’ due 
to roll June 15. Before starting the 
Mono picture, Cooper will do a job 
for Universal opposite Deanna Dur- 
bin in ‘That Certain Age.’ 





S-I Lot Stirs Again 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Start of production last week on 
‘The Young In Heart’ was the first 
activity on the Selznick-International 
lot since last December when added 
scenes were made for “Tom Sawyer.’ 

Lya recently returned after 
two years in French films, has been 
added to the cast. 


Lys, 


° ’ 
Santley Squires ‘Salomy 
Hollywood, Mey 10. 
Jeseph Santley, who will direct 
‘Salomy Jane,’ has checked in #t 
20th-Fox to work on the adaptation 
of the Bret Harte yarn. 
John with Jane 


Stone produces. 


| Withers topping the cast. 


ae 


Sal 
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Shrewd Questions on Films at N. Y. 
Girls College Has M-G Pondering 


Invited to lecture before the Eng- 
lish Club of Hunter College, Bernard 
Sobel of Howard Dietz’s exploitation 
janartment at Metro, who used 
t> be a Prof. of English at Purdue, 


was amazed at the show-wisdom of 


the college girls as regards films. 

In the I.Q. period on pictures, their 
knowledge of the distinction between 
A and B pix astounded the p.a. 
Sobel was bombarded with queries 
as to why Hollywood ‘persists in giv- 
ing us these poor pictures.’ 

One student observed, ‘We want 
good solid film entertainment such as 
‘Good Earth,’ ‘Emile Zola’ and the 
like Most of them carped on the 
fact that the B films not only fail to 
attract business to the b.o., but they 
actually deter motion picture patron- 
age in general. 

Sobel parried that it wasn’t so 
long ago that motion picture titles 


had to be printed in one-syllable 
words. in order not to confuse the 
fan; that amorous situations could 


ouly be illustrated by closeups of two 
persons necking, and the like; and 
that motion pictures have traveled 
fac from that point in their develop- 
ment, hence it’s a matter of time 
when they'll develop still further. 
Sobel stint at Hunter College 
(foremost woman’s institution of 
higher learning in Greater New York) 
was not a Metro press stunt. 
of questions asked, furthermore, are 
being given widest thought in the 
Metro distribution organization, 





Autry Yippees Again 
For Republic; Peace 
Terms in His Favor 


Hollywood, May 10. 








| the shuttering of ‘Hooray for 


Types | 


| 


|played in Richmond, Washington and 


| Baltimore. 
_ Nothing has been set as yet and if 


Gene Autry, a holdout since last) 


December, 


having patched up his. 


feud with Republic, goes back to. 


. . ; j ‘The | 
work next week, starting with “Th | houses from forced closings for a 
Re-| while or 


Man From Music Mountain.’ 
vised contract, covering three years, 
grants him a boost from $5,000 to 
$7,500 per picture for the three he 


$10,000 instead of $6,000 each for 
eizht more on the 1938-39 program. 

New pact also permits Autry to 
make outside pictures and have per- 
sonal control over radio engagements 
and personal appearances, 

While Republic’s contract pre-| 
vented Autry from working for any | 
other producer, it didn’t prevent him | 
from producing for himself, his at- | 
tornevs had concluded, Deal and 
financing was all set for him to pro- 
duce for Autry Pictures, Inc., when 
peace was made, 


Femme 10%ers 


Hollywood, May 109. 
First team of femme agents to 
move into the ‘strip,’ no man’s land 
between Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills, have filed papers of incorpo- 








ration, They are Vivian Newcomb, 
14 years on the Metro lot (12 as Ir- 
ving Thalberg’s’ secretary) and 
Myrtle Tully, who was Albert Lew- 
in’s sec for five years before she 
married Jim Tully. 


Gals. after watching a string of 


Class B boys make the grade, 





Cupid’s 4th Retake 


Hollyw ‘eal May 10 


Stan Laurel and Illeana, his 
Russian bride, are going to be 
married again, making a grand 
total of four weddings since 
Jan. 1 

Illeana claims their last cere- 
mony, under Greek church 
rules, was performed on the 


wrong day of the week and re- 
quires a retake. 7 











OLD VALENTINO 
INTO WINTER 
GARDEN, N.Y. 


| likely 


| cussing plans for this far 
iso that 
| amount of space may be optioned at 


| 


- 
bs 


LURE FILM COS. 











"PLN ALREADY 


Film Sales Con- 
This Year, Are 
a Scattered Provosition— 
Chiefly Regionals 


Meantime 
ventions, 


NOT AT ALL 


RKO MAY 


Although the major  producer- 
distributors this year went for 
regional sales meets at which in most 
cases nothing less than district man- 
agers attended, next spring and sum- | 
mer virtually every company 
to schedule a national conven- 
be held New York 


iS 


tion to in after 


| the World’s Fair has opened. 


of the outfits are already dis- 
in advance 


the desired 


Some 


reservations for 


an early date. It is figured in vari- 


| ous major quarters that the Fair will 


cae | 


Rudolph Valentino revival is 
slated to hit Broadway about June 
1. On or about that date, following 


What,’ | 
at the Winter Garden; ‘The Son of 
the Sheik’ goes into the house under 
a deal just negotiated between Bob- 
by Sanford and the Shuberts. 

Film is distributed by Emil Jan- 
sen’s Art Cinema Associates, which 
handles a number of oldies. It has | 
been synced, music and arrange- | 
ment being by Jimmie Bradford’s or- 
chestra. Film has been recently | 


‘The Sheik,’ silent old Valentino, is 
being set for several Paramount cir- | 
cult spots. 

For the coming month, scheduled 
reissues include ‘Count of Monte | 
Cristo’ and ‘I Cover Waterfront’ from 
UA; ‘Lady Tubbs,’ ‘Frankenstein, 
‘All Quiet on Western Front’ and 
‘Love Before Breakfast’ from U;) 
‘Life Begins at 40’ from 20th-Fox; | 
and ‘Farewell to Arms,’ Paramount. 

The reissues may prevent some | 


over the summer, due to 


| thinness of supply right now. | 


nave | 


decided that all you need to make | 


200d money as agents is ten people 
who can earn good money. They say 
they have the ten. 





RKO Likes Sleuther 
Hollywood, May 10 
RKO is angling for 
rights to ‘The Saint,’ intent on build- 
jug a series of pictures around the 
detective character created by Les- 
lie Charteris. 
Decision follows the showings of 
‘The Saint in New York,’ RKO’s first 
Him featuring the character. 


| leaves 


the screen 


| Pal’s ‘Pupnet-toons,” 


For the first time in its history, | 


/one of the more important Broadway | 
still owes on this year’s slate, and | 


peat, ‘Monte Cristo.’ Picture on first | 
week gets about $11,000 this LOSS | 
for house being better than for three | 


|recent first run releases,’ ‘Romance | 


in Dark,’ ‘Gaiety Girls’ and ‘Return 


'of Scarlet Pimperne! . 


| 


TEX RITTER TODO 
AN AUTRY THIS WEEK 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Tex Ritter going to court this 
week to ask that his contract with 
Grand National be severed after two | 
more pictures, 
If approved, he will release GN 
from all claims by Ed Finney on 10 | 





| Dr. 
| verstone. 


1S 


Ritter westerns, now on_ release, | 
through payment of a substantial 
amount to cover the share of rentals 


due the producer. 


Grace Moore Coasts 
June 28 for Col Stint 


After and concert commit- 
ments in New York ending June 27, 
Grace Moore hies to the Coast for a 
Columbia picture assignment. 

Soprano closes on the Chesterfield 
program June 22, concerts at the 
Lewisohn Stadium June 27 and 
for Hollywood the following 


radio 


dav. 


PATTERSON'S SHORTS 
Hollywood, May 10. 


Russell Patterson is leaving Par- 
amount to produce a series of Per-| 
sonette shorts similar to George 


currently popu- 


lar abroad. | 
Patierson at the studio the past 
year as production consultant. 


| held 


| any kind of convention or sales pow- | 
| WOWS, 


’ | accompanied 


|ing as Ned Depinet drive captain, 


| got back to 


, $6,345,000 


influence companies to hold national 
meets in New York. Other business | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Letty Lynton Damages, Including 
OR NENT yFip Theatres’ Take, May Top $1,000,000 





Dukes Go Up 


Hollywood, May 10 
Plenty of cauliflowers will 
‘tore the camera in 
and Take.’ 
McLarnin, 


bloom De 
Metro's ‘Give 

Jimmy Maxie 
Hankinson, 
Jack Roper 
through the 


Rosenbloom 

Frankie GI] oo 
are set to 
studio ropes 


ank 
and 
climb 











METRO'S ‘JUMBO 


BUY STALLED 
BY SUIT 


Sale of the film rights to 
| Which Meiro was ready 


‘Jumbo,’ 
to purchase 


organizations are already contacting last week for a reported $25,000, has 


on assurance of space at leading 
hotels after the fair has opened. One | 


large company has arranged for 
three floors at the Waldorf-Astoria 


starting with the opening of the fair | 
April 30 next. | 

While last year most all companies 
national conventions on the | 
Coast, this year they went for less 
costly regional meets. 

There is a possibility RKO may 
upset all precedent by not holding | 


even regionals, this 
| there are to be any meetings, held | 
| doubtful, 
the return east today (Wednesday) of | 
Jules Levy. 

The RKO general sales manager, 
by Walter Bramson, | 
midwest district manager, who is act- 


has been covering all the company’s 
exchanges to acquaint the sales force 
with new season’s plans, policies, etc. 
|For that reason any conventions or 
regionals may seem unnecessary. 
RKO plans 54 features for 1938-’39. 





been 


| Metro 
| completed 
| escrow 


| week by George L. 


year. | Ladislaus 


UA Convenes June 1 | 


In all probability, 


year, United Artists is expected to! 
start these sessions in New York 
around June 1, with announcement of 
a program that will consist of at least 
24 pictures, For the current season 
UA announced ua program of 32 pic 
tures. It will deliver 28, according 
to present plans. 

George J. Schaefer, general sales 
manager of United Artists, goes to 
the Coast end of this week for pro- 
|duction talks with Samuel Goldwyn, 
A. H, Giannini and Murray Sil- 
Monroe Greenthal, U.A.’s 
advertising chief, was on the Coast | 
for confabs with Walter Wanger, on 
latter’s new film ‘Rising Tide,’ but 
New York early this 





week. 

Charlie Rosenzweig, UA sales’ ex- 
ecutive for two years, parted with 
the company Thursday (5) and takes 
a rest before making any future 
plans. His territory, comprising 
|New York, Brooklyn, Long Island, 


|northern New Jersey and part of up- 


state New York, has been tempor- 
arily taken over by Charles Stern, 
eastern district mgr., a successor to 
be named later. 

In announcing a program of 60 
features for 1933-39, Warner Bros. 
declared for action product, Grad 
Sears, sales chief, sing that ‘our 
program calls emphatically for action 
pictures.” He added: ‘What has been 
wrong with a good many pictures 


ctra 
stres 


in the past few years has been lack | 
»9f action. Moving pictures, in thei: 
| very nature, must move.’ 


Mono’s $6,345,000 Quota 
Monogram has a sales quota of 
to cover the 42 features 
which it will tur. out for the 1938-’39 
season. This represents an increase 


| of $2,000,000 over the current year, 


the advance on quota being due prin- 
cipally to plans of Mono to substan- 
(Continued on page 24) 


holding three | 
| first runs, the Rivoli, is playing a re- | regional sales meetings, as it did last 


| suits, 


|} which the 


held 
plagiarism 


by the filing of a 
against Billy Rose. 
that the sale be 
and the money held in 
until the settlement of the 


Rose asked for the cash, and 


up 
suit 
suggested 


suit. 
settled. 


Suit which asks for 
was filed in N. Y. 


an accounting 
federal court last 
Bard and Rosa- 
assignees of the 
the Hungarian play, ‘The 
the Circus,” written by 

Bus-Fekete. Plaintiffs 
allege that the Billy Rose produc- 
tion was a plagiarism of that work. 


lind Mia Copping, 
rights to 
Star of 


they will be decided after | John J. Sweedler represents Dr. Ed- 


mond Pauker, Bus-Fekete’s agent in 
the case, and S. John Block is at- 
torney for Bard and Copping. Rose 
is represented by Arthur Garfield 
Hays. 

Other defendants named are Ben 





: | and 
| picture deal has been postponed un- | 
| til the suit is 


Entire profits rmounting to al- 
{most $600,000, made by Metro and 
its subsidiaries, on the hit picture 
of 1932, ‘Letty Lyntor are recom- 
mended to be turned over to Mar- 
|garet Ayres Barnes and Edward 
Sheldon, authors of the play, ‘Dis- 
honored Lady,’ following a Federal 
court decision that the latter pro- 
duction had been lifted in the mak- 


ing of the picture. The payment of 
the picture’ profits was okayed 
Monday (9) in a report filed by Spe- 
cial Master Gordon Auchincloss to 
Judge Knox, who in July, 1936, de- 
cided Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pic- 
tures Corp., Loew’ Inc., and the 
Culver Export Corp. (foreign) were 
guilty of lifting ‘Dishonored Lady’ 
in the production and showing of 
‘Letty.’ 

| The referee's ruling does not take 
in the cost to be placed on the own- 
ers of the Capitol theatre, New York, 
|or other theatre owners who per- 
mitted the showing of the picture. 
Each of these must hand over their 
profits, according to a later decision 
made by the court. Another referee 
is now determining the amounts 
they must surrender. All told it is 


estimated the amount to come to the 
authors will be well over $1,000,000. 


After several months of probing 
expert accounting Referce 
Auchincloss recommends that the 
plaintiffs are entitled to $261,861 
from MGM Pictures: $68,603 from 
its distributing outfit; $97,466 from 
Loew’s, Inc., and $152,673 from the 
Culver corporation. These figures 
are somewhat vague in the long 
printed report filed by the special 
master, who fixes the approximate 
total rental take of the picture up 


to the time furiher showing of it 
was stopped by injunction, § at 
| $727,053; distribution costs at about 
$145,000. 


Production expenses including the 
16 weeks’ pay to the picture’s star, 
Joan Crawford, at $2,000 per, and a 


Hecht and Charles MacArthur, who | total of $75,000 to Clarence Brown, 
allegedly were employed to write a} 


libretto based upon notes taken’ by 
Rose when he saw the play in Buda- 
pest; Billy Rose’s Jumbo, Inc.; John 
Hay Whitney, Jimmy Durante, John 
Murray Anderson, George Abbott 
and the Texas Centennial Livestock 
and Frontier Days Exposition. 
According to the complaint, the 
Hungarian author assigned American 
rights to the play to Julius Frank 
Bard, who later sold them to the 
plaintiffs. Rose, it is charged, ‘nego- 
tiated for the rights, but never ob- 


| tained them.’ 


AGENTS’ FIELD DAY IN 


COURT OVER WALKOUTS: 


Hollywood, May 10. 
have filed damage 

$80,350, in superior 

clients walked 


Four agencies 
totaling 


court, claiming three 


out on them before the expiration of | 


their contracts. Ruth Collier, Inc., 
asks $30,000 from Kurt Neumann, 
cameraman: sill Woolfenden de- 
mands $3,600 from Hugh Sothern, 
character actor, and Florence Greene, 
assignee for Harry Rosen, wants | 
$2,150 from Lynn _ Roberts, film 
player. 

Charging breach of contract, My- 
ron Selznick filed $39,600 damage 
suit against Millicent Bartholomew, 
suardian-aunt of Freddie Bartholo- 
mew. Miss Bartholomew is accused 
of walking out on the Selznick 
agency and signing a revised Metro 


ill re- 
Selznick 


contract whereby the moppet w 
ceive a total of $396,000. 
wants 10° 


WB’s Rex Beachers 
Molly weed, 
to three 


10. 
Beach 


May 
Talker right Rex 
stories, ‘Flowi Gold’, 
of Durand’ and ‘Barrier Was 
were purchased by 


ng 
Burned,’ 
Warners last 
week, 

Rights were also extended on an- 
other Beach tale. ‘Sons of the God 
studio made in 1930. 


the director. 
Metro states it will continue ap- 
pealing to the highest courts. 


D. C. Hears Beery May 
Bid for Stranded Tim 
McCoy Wild West Show 


-_—_.. 


Washington, May 10. 
Reported that Wallace Beery may 
| buy up part of Col. Tim McCoy’s 
| Wild West Show, currently stranded 
|in a Washington freight-yard await- 
ing the auctioneer’s hammer. 








Disposal of broncs and _ saddle 
| horses to take place as soon as at- 
| torneys and receivers can unscrame- 
ble the mess. Outfit flopped Wednes- 
day (4) when a Providence, R. I., 
creditor yowled for the $17,500 he 
assertedly spent on the enterprise. 


Screen star is expected to vie with 
Army remount officers in bidding on 
the stranded steeds. Could not be 
located in Capital, however, thourh 
reports persist that he is pondering 
reviving the ill-fated rodeo. 

(Details of show’s folding in Out- 
doors.) 


Flash! It’s a Feature 


H div woed, May 109. 

‘Flash Gordon's Trip to Mars” 
15-chapter serial, is being cut to 
feature length. to be released under 
the title of ‘Rocket Ship.’ 

Barney Sarecky, who produced 
| the picture for Universal, is reduce 
ing the original 30,000 feet to 6 500, 


‘Vengeance | 


| Buster Crabbe play 


the name role, 


ZEISLER IN H’WOOD 


Holly wood, May 10. 
Ifred Zeislei refugee German 
producer-director, arrived last wee! 
In addition to heading Auftrag 
Productions, controlling indie pro- 
ducers on German soil Zeisler vw as 
‘deputy chief of production for Ufa 
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6 VARIETY 


uild Dropping 3,000 Extras Next 
Week: Studics Draw Notice to End 
Music Redub; Oppose WPA Pic Move @::."scsc"" 


Hollywood, May 10 
More than 3.000 extras will be per- 





wnanently banned by film industry 
next week when tops in the Screen 
Actors Guild finish task of check- 
ing delinquent membership lists as 
of May l. This will reduce member- 
hip of the SAG to approximately 
5.500, from a high of nearly 12,000 
last summer! 

Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive 
secretary, said a preliminary check 
of the lists indicated that the num- 


ber of players to be dropped would 
exceed 3.000. Thomson and Robert 
Montgomery, SAG president, ordered 


lists checked carefully so as not to 
include any ‘old timers’ or regular 
extras who may have fallen behind 


in their dues. 

Extras to be dropped include oc- 
casional players, housewives who ac- 
cept calls for a lark, and chiselers 
who joined the Guild after c 
were signed with the producers last 
June providing for minimum wage 
scales and improved working condi- 
tions, 

Guild 
shop for 
will be 


yntracts 


has now declared a closed 
extras and this 
made a part of 

Screen Actors Guild basic 
contract when amendments 
ing negotiated are completed. Next 
between negotiating com- 
mittees for the actors and producers 
is scheduled for Thursday (12) 

SAG has adopted a resolution per- 
mitting assistant directors to work as 
extras when not employed in a di- 
rectorial capacity. Move was spon- 
sored by Herrick Herrick, executive 
secretary of the Screen Directors 
Guild. Latter pointed out that pol- 
icy of permitting members of the 
Junior SAG to handle crowd scenes 
on sets often deprived the assistant 
directors of work. 


provision 
producer- 
minimum 

now be- 


session 


Jack Holen, chairman of the 
said a survey made by 
the Pacific Coast Labor Bureau in 
cooperation with the guilds and 
showed that the average 
of time spent in the 
worker is 10 
directors 


ence, 
conference, 


unions, 
length indus- 
vears. He 
other 


much 


try by each 
aid the 
talent 


screen and 


groups would show a 


longer average 

WPA at Regular 
Conference is 

being opposed to a WPA motion pic- 


Scale 


also on record as 


ture project unless it carries a pro- 
for the prevailing wage scale 


in the industry and gives the guilds 


vision 


and unions a voice in forming its 
policies. 
June 5 has been set as tentative 


date for a meeting of all idle 
studio workers. Session will be held 
at the Pan Pacific Auditorium, with 
national speakers slated to talk. 
Holen said an extensive program to 
relieve the unemployment problem 
will be disclosed at this meeting. 

Jurisdiction over the studio pub- 
licity writers will be claimed by the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers Union, it was announced 
here by Hal Olver, national organ- 
izer for TMAT. Los Angeles chap- 
ter of TMAT has already been organ- 
ized, following the announcement 
that a closed shop on the West Coast 
will be declared June 1. 
Thomson, executive secretary of the 
Screen Actors Guild, and tops in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Emplovees, bill posters, et al., 
promised every aid possible to the 
TMAT. 

Study TMAT Claims 

Meeting of Screen Publicists Guild 
will be called this week to consider 
jurisdiction claim of the TMAT. Stu- 
dio tlacks now have a petition pend- 


mass 


|ing before the National Labor Rela- 


Membership Withheld 

Attempts of attorneys for the pro- 
ducers to procure members list of the 
Screen Writers Guild was blocked 
when Alvin J. Rockwell. trial ex- 
aminer for the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, ruled that Guild could 
not be compelled to produce its rec- 
ords. 

Request for list of SWG personnel 
was made during new hearing on pe- 
tition of SWG for an election of 
screen wriiers to select a bargaining 
representative. Frances Goodrich, 
seereisary of SWG, acting on advice 
of counsel, had declined to disclose | 
membership shortl: before the ex- 
aminer made his ruling. 

New hearing was asked by the 
SWG to show that the organization 
has been incorporated under Cali- 
fornia laws and that it is now known 
as the Screen Writers Guild, Inc., in- 
sicad of the Screen Writers Guild of 
the Authors League of America. 

Petition of Guild that name of 
original petitioner be changed to the 


Screen Writers Guild, and that that 
name appear on the ballots if an 
election is ordered by the board, 


was taken under advisement by Ex- 
aminer Rockwell and referred te the 
ful] board at Washington. 

Charles Brackett, v.p. of the SWG, 
identified articles of incorporation, 
new by-laws of both the SWG and 
Authors League of America. Brack- 
ett and Goodrich testified that pres- 
ent membership of SWG is practi- 
cally same as SWG of ALA. Good- 
rich said there had been only four 


resignations since last October, and 
that the only name she could re- 
member was George Bruce. 

Sereen Playwrights. Ine... which 
contested original petition of the 
SWG for an election. was not rep- 
recented at the new hearing. John 


Lee Mahin. SP president, said he 
did not see the necessity for subject- 
ing the membership to additional ex- 
pense 
Redub Notice to 
Notice for all major studios to 
eliminate redubbing of musical sound 
tracks and to score all music 
tracks for both A and B pictures 
will be sent to executives this 
J. W. Gillette. 
iver for American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, estimates move will 


Studies 


sound 


week. 
international organ- 


Increass 
employment of musicians in the film 
industry approximately 33 

Details of pact to 
was okayed at 
Gillette and Pat Casey, producer la 
bor contact. 

Any purge in ranks of independent 


end redubbing 


conference between 


guilds and unions as @ means of in- 
creasing work will be opposed by 
the Studio Unemployment Conter- 


| tions Board, charging that producers 


have refused to negotiate a working 
pact with their organization. 

Herbert Sorrel, business repre- 
sentative of Motion Picture Painters 
Local 644, has filed 21 petitions with 
the National Labor Relations Board 
asking that Local 644 be cited as bar- 
gaining representative for studio 
scenic artists, 

Strike of cooks, waiters and dish- 
washers at Radio Center Cafe dur- 
ing rush hour in Columbia's Radio 
Square was settled within hour when 
cafe agreed to go union. Pact call- 
ing for wage tilt and improved work- 
ing conditions is being negotiated 
with the Culinary Workers Union. 


L. C. Helm, business representa- | 


tive of Studio Utility Employes Local 
724, is in San Francisco this week 
to discuss jurisdictional and organ- 
ization policies with Joseph Marshall, 
international v.p. 


B&K’s Garrick Kayoes 
Chi Transluxer Try 


Chicago, May 10, 

Announced plan of Balaban & Katz 
to shift the Garrick to a newsreel 
policy has about stifled the proposal 
to build a Translux newsreeler in the 
loop. Group, which included Arthur 
Mayer, N. S. Blumberg, Major Leslie 
Thompson and Mort Singer, has 
ogled every available spot in the loop 
for the erection of a newsreel grind 
and at several times had almost set- 
tled on various sites. The latest spot 
mentioned northwest corner of 
Dearborn and Madison streets. 

Within the past two weeks. how- 
ever, since the B. & K. decision, the 


Was 


Translux activity fallen away 
and it is now considered unlikely 
that Translux will come into town 
until after B. & K. has tried out its 


newsreel policy or has decided not 
to go through with it. Present plans 
by B. & K. expect to see a newsreel 
policy in the Garrick within the next 
two weeks. 


Doc Beaches Ebele 


Hollywood, Mav 10. 
By order of his physician 
Ebele has resigned as 
manager at the 20th 


Fox studio. V 


L.. NeFadden, his assistant, 
over the job. 
Ebele has 
Darryl Zanuck 
on the W 


dered to 


ssociated 
thev were 
has 
your. 


been ‘ 
Since 

arner lot ble 

rest for & 


been or- 


Kenneth | 


Edward 
proauction 


has taken 


with 
both 





Nudist Filmer Nabbed 


Los Angeles, May 10. 
Charged with displaying lewd pic- 
tures, Harold Wenzler, unit manager 
|of the nudist film, ‘Unashamed,’ was 
grabbed by the local police last week, 


| 
| 


Date has not been set for hearing 
on the charges, said to have been 
made by Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. 


PHILLY INDIES 


AND COL. G 
TOGETHE 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Moral victory won by exhibs here 
in their protracted date and 
strike against Paramount last season 
came home to them with full force 
during the past week when a com- 
mittee called on 


threaten similai action. Harry 
Weiner, Columbia branch manager, 
and h.o. execs were so highly con- 
ciliatory in their attitude that the 
United Motion Picture Theatre 


Owners’ committee was almost sorry 
it had been so hasty with its ire. 
Columbia made full promise to take 


care of the boys in every way pos- 
sible. 
So, instead of attacking the ex- 


change and demanding a strike, Con- 
tact, official UMPTO organ, will 
carry a lead editorial on its front 
page this week praising Col for its 
fairness. : 

Grievances against the exchange 
are that it is not delivering the prod- 
uct it promised and the quality is 
not up to the high allocations being 
paid. Weiner agreed to go over each 
situation and make adjustments. 

Actually, exhibs have little more 
against Columbia than the other ex- 
changes so far as these grievances 
go. Ata meeting of UMPTO’s board 
of directors last week it was recom- 
mended that exhibs start a ‘Don’t 
Buy Yet’ campaign. This was talked 
down, however, when one of the 
more level-headed leaders pointed 
out that that was silly. Houses need 
film and the only way to get it is to 
buy it, he declared, so putting off 
buying wasn’t going to get them 
anywhere. 

He suggested a better idea would 
be to light on one exchange and give 
it another taste of indie power. Co- 
lumbia was a 
cause of recent product and because 
it is more dependent on indie biz 
than other majors. 

So a committee was named and 
called on Weiner. He was very 
friendly. Short time later, Abe Mon- 
tague, Col salesmanager, phoned 


Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prez, at home. | 


He, too, was willing to make up any 
differences, so the whole thing was 
called up. 

Another factor which UMPTO 
feels is important is recent firing of 
Percy Bloch, Par chieftain here. 
This has other exchange managers 
plenty jittery, as they are certain 
Bloch was let out because of his 
manhandling of the strike situash 
here last which led to its 
spread all over the country. 


Suiimer, 


WEIL GOOSE-FLESHING 
Hollywood, May 10. 
Scott Dunlap has assigned Richard 
Weil to do the first of a new series 
of screen plays for Boris Karloff. 
Weil is the author of the Charlie 
Chan radio adventures. 





Theatre Bars 





(Continued from page 1) 
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although 
ure prerogatives of 


onl 


other 
the 


profits concessions 


theatre end 


Showmen who want booze in their 
from 
spots 


opposition 


Wet 


houses mav = find 
( burs. 


owners f nearby 
: 
™ 


) 
; 
{ 


close to e legiters occasionally do 
lively trade at intermission time but 
that dependent on the weather 
Also a question of the type of patron- 


age because more 


pender category attend hits than in- 


be:ween attractions, Musicals are 
also better prospects than siraight 
shows in this regard. Recular bars 


revard that business as extra gravy 
but there is still a 
the cost of installation and operation 
of equipment in houses with straight 
plavs would be 


question whether 


prectical trom e dol- 
jlars and cents angle. 


buying | 


Columbia to | 


unanimous choice be- | 
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Lefty Suggests Lew Brice Play Mrs. | 
Coogan, If Jackie Wants to Collect 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., May 10, 





Dear Joe: 
Well, I sure had a time sending Daisy Betts, the gal who won the popu- 
larity contest, to Hollywood. The Chamber of Commerce asked me to pipe 
down the sendoff, on account of her being from the wrong side of the 
tracks, so I had to cancel the Legion Band which I had all set to play at 
the depot. At that, most of ’em showed up, but without their instruments. 
There was also supposed to be a chaperon go with her (as advertise: 
but I couldn’t get any of the women to go with her and, anyway, the kid 
never heard of a chanerone; all she knows is matrons. 

I couldn't personally take her to Hollywood because it wouldn't look 
good and anyway, Aggie thrown Junior at me if I did. So the 
gal went alone. I got it all fixed for her to make a test and I hope she 


would a 


makes good because she’s an okay kid. Winning the popularity contest 
didn’t swell her head any and she’s got a good sense of humor, too, be- 
cause, before she left, she said to me, ‘I may not come back with a picture 


contract, but I'll have plenty of autographed pictures of the stars for the 
members of the Chamber of Commerce to see when they come up to my 
apartment. If she spilled what she knows about some of those guys 
there would have been a big sale for doghouses in this town 

Been reading in the papers what certain disgruntled exhibs said about 
some of the stars being box-office poison. Goodness knows I've kicked 
plenty in my time about bad pictures, but I never said it was the stars’ 
fault; if anybody is to blame it’s the guy's fault at the exchange for pick- 
ing out such hunks of poison from his stock room for me. Some of them 
are so bad, Herman, my onerator, thinks someone threw a stink bomb in 
the booth. If there wasn't big the pictures like Gable, West, 
Taylor, Hepburn and Robinson we couldn't even get the ushers to come 
into the theatre. It isn’t the stars that get too much money, it’s the ex- 
change. If they would reduce the rentals then us exhibitors would be 
able to afford to give away a better grade of dishes. And talking about 
giveaways, I heard about a guy \fho runs a picture house near a lumber 
camp, and the customers would come walking down the aisle with hob- 
nailed boots and put the picture outta sync, so on giveaway night he gave 
away moccasins. 

Through some oversight they sent me two swell pictures last week. I 
played Bette Davis in ‘Jezebel’ and it was plenty good. There's a gal who 
can act, and swell picture. When you get that kind of a 


hames on 


besides it’s a 


| combination you don’t have to worry about your cashier not working. 
Bette plays the part of a meanie and yet my customers liked her. 
I had ‘Radio City Revels’ on the same bill and it got lots of laughs. That 


Milton Berle is gonna be okay, and Bob Burns is just what the folks like 
because he don't try to be a smartie. Sure enjoyed seeing my old pal 
Buster West with his twinkling feet knock ‘em for a goal. Jack Oakie is 
bigger, much bigger than ever, and Victor Moore and Helen Broderick 
are grand. When you look at this picture you know what has become 
of vaudeville; all you need is a drop in ‘one’ for a gang like that to make 
good. 

Aggie just finished reading about Lew Brice winning that 150,000 bucks 
from the Englishman that not only drops his H’s but his 1.0.U.’s. She 
thought it would be a good idea if Jackie Coogan wanted his dough back 
from his mother for him to hire Lew to play poker with her; it would be 
easier than going to court and paying a lot of lawyers. 

Remember us to the boys and girls and tell ’em if they are figuring 
on coming out here for the summer to be sure and put enough gas in their 
car for the return trip. Sez 

Your pal, Lefty. 

P. S.—Sidney Piermont sez, ‘A miracle is something that someone does 

that cannot be done.’ 


Commersh Films } AM. FED OF THEATRES, 














(Continued from page 1) 





which all must be taken into account 
these days. 
| There are four types of commer- 
cial films distribbed here. First is 
the entertaining one, which the exhib 
plays on ano charge basis. Actually, 
of course, he is playing it for what- 


Los Angeles, Mav 10. 
Film row here is in somewhat of 
a turmoil over the announced for- 
mation of American Federation of 
Theatres, a new independent ex- 
hibitor association, with somewhat 





NEW INDIE EXHIB ORG. 


people of the 


ever amount a short in that spot 
would cost. This type is exemplified 
by some of the General Motor reels, 
in which the only plug is use of a 
GM ear in the pic. 

On the second type there is a more 
direct plug and the exhib receives a 
fee based on number of patrons who 
see it in his house. Third type is 
one on which operator gets flat guar- 

,anteed sum. Fourth group are short 
clips, 10 seconds or so, of direct ad- 
vertising and paid for at propor- 
tionately much higher rate. 

Distribs here include Clark Film 
Distributors, John Golder’s Holly- 
wood Exchange, Bill Heenan’'s Peer- 
less Exchange, Murray Beier’s Pre- 


ferred Exchange, Alexander Films 
and Hirsh Ad Service. Latter two 
are most powerful upstate where 


they sell direct screen advertising to 
local accounts. 

John Golder, who passes out Jam 
Handy’s GM said he has re- 
ceived no product for three 
months now and is about stymied on 


reels, 
new 


these popular shorts. Declared he 
has plenty of call for them if he 
could obtain them. 


Paramount, along with other the- 
atre chains, is committed to the 
Hays’ office against playing of any 
full advertising reels and never 
made any agreement with General 
Screen Advertising Co. to hand 
commercials, as charged during the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ 
Assn. convention. Anv use of com- 
mercial film, other than full reels 


is up to the theatre partners of Par 
in any event, since the partners now 
operate the theatres 
cally. Quite a tew 
‘and the like. 


themselves lo- 
play trailer ads 


pronounced ideas as to qualifications 
for membership. Sponsors of the 
new exhibitor body take the posi- 
lion that exhibitors may be divided 
into three classes, one of which is 
the legitimate type of showman, and 
the other two constituting chiselers, 
obstructionists and other 
brances to efficiency. 


IncumMe- 


AFT, through James Quinn, its 
coordinating director, makes no 
bones that its membership is lim- 
ited to the first class of exhibs ex- 


clusively. 


Go’ Can't Go Ye 


° Hollywood. May 10. 
top roles in Hal Roach’'s 
‘There Goes My Heart’ are still va- 
cant, with Carole Lombard’s refusal 
to sign last week and the continued 
silence of Fredric March, wanted as 
co-star with Lombard. 

Rouch and his writers have started 
preparation of another comic feature 
for Stan Laurel and Oliver Harédy, 
bused on an idea supplied by Laurel. 


Two 


SEE $1.50-$1.75 E.K. DIVVY 
Eastman Kodak 
scheduled to meet 
div) on 


directors 
today 
the common 


are 
(Wednes- 
dividend, with 
a quarterly divvy of $1.50 ©: 
$1.75 in prospect. Company already 
paid or declared $3.50 on the 
common shares this year. Payments 
exceeded $6 for full year of 1937 
Meeting of Columbia Broadcasting 
System directors to act on dividends 
for Class A and B siock is tentatively 
scheduled = for Thurs.) 
uelayed 


either 


hus 


tomorrow 


Meeting, however, may be 
j Yutil later, 
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chi St 


ill Draggy; ‘Cocoanut Grove 





Plus Lyman $20,000; Sophie Tucker 
With ‘Woman’ 136, ‘Sinners’ 146 


—_— 





Chicago, May 10. 

Same sour feeling around the 
town currently, with receipts show- 
jng no indications of getting into 
respectable figures after snuggling 
in the carmine for the past month. 
Nabes are perking but the loop is 
not improving in spite of strong at- 
tractions In person, 

Real difficulty of the loop has been 
product, with the run houses being 
forced to hold over picture two and 
three weeeks beyond normal, in 
order to keep screens alight. This 
has been the case in every one of the 


houses, from the Chicago to the tiny 
Garrick This is the situation that 
has the closing notice up on the 


Oriental and the decision to switch 
the Garrick to a newsreel policy. 
Chicago is no better currently 
with ‘Cocoanut Grove’ on the screen 
which has’ gotten fine word-of- 
mouth, plus Abe Lyman on stage. 
The latter has always been a fave 
in these parts and is accounting for 
most of a slack box-office power. 
Another strong stage light is Sophie 


Tucker who is keeping the Oriental 
from being as bad as in recent 
weeks 


Holding over are both ‘Test Pilot’ 


at the UA and ‘In Old Chicago’ at 
the Roosevelt. Apollo has ‘Dr. 
Rhythm’ which moved over from 
the Chicago, where it didn’t do so 
well, but switch was necessary since 
nothing else was available for the 


house. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par). In here after 
dull week at Chicago and looks for 
week 


so-so take at $4500. Last 
‘Mad About Music’ (U) took neat 
$5,800. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Cocoanut Grove’ (Par) and Abe Ly- 
man orchestra on stage. Strong bill 
but not powering the register to 
better than $20,000, very disaappoint- 
ing. Last week ‘Rhythm’ (Par) was 
tough going with windup of $19,800, 
under expectations, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Beloved Brat’ (WB). Just a filler, 
meagre $3,500 this session. Last week 
the remarkable ‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
concluded a smashing nine-week 
looper to powerful $7,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
‘Always a Woman’ (Col) and vaude. 
Sophie Tucker headlining and ac- 
counting for practically all the cus- 
tomers currently. Biz, however, un- 
der normal at $13,000 tops, disap- 
pointing. Last week another tear- 
jerker at $9,500 for ‘Bluebeard 
(Par). Shows go out May 28. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) , 


—‘Sinners’ (U) and vaude. Not get- 
ting anywhere and headed for so- 
so $14,000 for fill-in week. Last week 
‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) turned in 
fairish $15,500. ik 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35,55-65- 
15)—Old Chicago’ (20th) (4th 
week). Beginning to force the run 
now, due to lack of replacement. 
However, has had strong stay here, 
taking good $9,500 last week, and in- 
dicating better than $7,000 currently. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—'Start Cheering (Col) and 
vaude. Running along without fuss, 
Currently garnering $12,000, pleasant 
take on strength of names in picture. 
Last week ‘Walking Down Broad- 
way’ (20th) managed okay $10,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—'Test Pilot? (MG) (3d 
week). Forcing run here also, and 
managing to look for $11,000, good, 
currently after taking fine $15,000 
last week. 


Buffalo Takes a Dive; 


‘Rhythm’ Best, $11,000 


Buffalo, May 10. 

Buffalo box offices, jittery for the 
Past month. have taken a turn for 
the worse currently and takings are 
brutal this week. 

Estimates for This Week ; 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— 
‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par). Very slow, per- 
haps over $11,000. Last week, ‘Fools 
for Scandal’ (WB), Tommy Dorsey 
In person, over estimates with fine 
$18,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) 
‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) and 
‘Rawhide’ (20th). Down around $5.- 
000. Last week, ‘Tip-Off Girls’ (Par) 
and ‘This Marriage Business’ (RKO), 
Just fair $5,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 30-50) 


‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th). Not 
80 forte, over $6.500. Last week. 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week), nice 
$9,000. ; 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Be- 
loved Brat’ (WB) and ‘Patient in 
Room 18° (WB). May go over fair 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Divorce of Lady 


X’ (UA) and ‘Torchy Blane in Pan- 
ama’ «+ WB). poor $4,700. 

_ Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) 
Girl with Ideas’ (U) and ‘Black Doll’ 


‘U). Bad $4,000. Last week. ‘Little 
Miss Roughneck’ (Col) and ‘Lone 
Wolf in Paris’ (Col ), hit lower Tfevels. 
$5,000. 


* 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Te WOGE. 6k és ckccs $1,170,900 


(Based on 22 cities, 152 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, including 
a ee 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $1,538,800 
(Based on 23 cities, 166 theatres) 


BALTO AVERAGE: 
SWISS MISS’ 76 











Baltimore, May 10. 
Ordinary product causing poor 
grosses here. Combo Hipp leading 


the faltering parade with ‘This Mar- 


ter Woolf King 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 





25-35-40-55)—‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G). 
Mild $7,000. Last week, “Test Pilot’ 
(M-G) (2d week), held up nicely 
at $9.300 after strong opener to 


$18,100. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘This Marriage 


PICTU 


‘Sawyer’ $9,900, Omaha; 


| 


‘100 Years’-“Hardy’ 7G 


Omaha, May 10 


| ‘Tom Sawyer’ at the Orpheum is 
the center of attention on theatre 
row currently. Double featured as 
} per policy and with strong ad and 
exploitation campaign behind it, film 


is running up a healthy total 

Rain past week or two has been 
more than generous and is reflected 
in raise in general public attitude. 
Managers and exhibs agree biz ap- 
pears to be ready, at least, to come 
out from under the wraps. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis ‘(Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


25-35-40 )—‘Hawaii Calls’ (20th) and 
‘This Marriage Business’ (RKO), 
doubled Average $4.200 Last 
week, ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and 
‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) fouble bill, 
same rut, $4,200 

Dundee-Avenue- Military (Gold- 
berg) (650-810-950: 10-25 )—"52d 
Street’ (UA) and ‘Blossoms on Broad- 
way (Par), first three days: ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ (UA) and ‘Nothing Sa- 
cred’ (UA) last half-week Weak- 
ness of first half double bill some- 
what offset by strength of UA dual 


program; combined total $2,100. a 
little up. Last week. split between 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par), 
‘Change of Heart’ (20th). and ‘Dead 
End’ (UA) tripled first three days, 
and ‘Big’ Broadcast’ (Par) and 
‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par), dualed, 
second half; nothing to brag about, 


| $1,900. 


riage Business’ coupled ito p.a. of | 
Buddy Rogers and orch. Consider- | 
able ballyhoo for ‘world preem’ of | 


‘Swiss Miss’ at Loew’s Century and | 
opening day stage presence of Wal- |} 


Business’ (RKO) plus p.a. of Buddy | 


Rogers and  orch. Leading town} 
with farish $11,000. Last week, | 


‘There’s Always a Woman’ (Col) and 
vaude, unexciting at $9,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55) —‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) 
(2d week). Fair $4,500. Last week, 
nice $7,200, 

New (Mechanic) 
55)—‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). 
Not much at possible $3,000. Last 
week, third and last of ‘Old Chicago’ 
(20th), added $2,900 to previous okay 
total of $11,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3.250: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Beloved Brat’ (WB). Mild 
play to possible $5,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Bluebeard’ 
click at $4,100 after 
opening session of $9,200. 


(1,558; 15-25-35- 


uneventful 


DERBY NO HELP: ‘SWING’ 
26, CROSBY 86, L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 10. 

Derby Day’s passing means little 
here since the race failed to boost 
picture biz much. Best of the local 

crop currently is ‘Dr. Rhythm.’ ‘My 
Old Kentucky Home’ should be a 
natural here, but outlook is none too 
promising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s)— 
‘College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Hal- 
let’ (U) (2d run). Outlook fair $2,- 
200. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (260th) and 
‘Trip to Paris’ (20th) copped okay 
$2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20)— 
‘Swing It, Professor’ (Indie) and 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th), split 
with ‘Penitentiary’ (Col) and ‘Walk- 
ing Down Broadway’ (20th). Slow 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Slight Case of 
Murder’ (WB) and ‘Romance in 
Dark’ (Par) split with ‘Legong’ (Du 


World) and ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par), fair $2.100. 
Loew's State (3,000: 15-30-40)— 


‘Always a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Ken- 
tucky Home’ (Mono). Some atten- 
tion directed toward latter, but not 
much at the wicket. Probably $6,- 
500, fair. Last week, ‘Test Pilot’ 
| (M-G) sustained good pace, $6,800 
for second stanza. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Over the Wall’ (WB). 
About $2.900. shade under average. 
Last week. ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB), 


lightweight for a single, $2.700. 

Ohio ‘Settos) (900; 15)—Born 
Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) split with ‘Navy Blues’ (Rep) 


and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). Under 
average, $1,100. Last week, ‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th) and ‘Another Dawn’ 
(WB). split with ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(WB) and ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th), 
okay $1,400. 


Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
10)—'Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn’ (U). Everything con- 
idered, will be okay at $8,000. Last 
veek. ‘College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
{allet’ «U), wound up with profit- 
able $8,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.400: 15-30- 
40)—'Ciood-Bye Broadway’ (U) and 
Reckless Living’ (U). Biz tepid, de- 
fact that second picture has rac- 
» theme: light $3.100. Last week, 

‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th) and 
| ‘Moto’s Gamble’ (20th), okay $3,500. 


I 


pite 





| 


(Par), didn’t | tough on all downtown spots. 





| 
| 


| 


Omaha (Blank) (2,100: 10-25-40) 
‘First 100 Years’ (M-G) and ‘Hardy’s 
Children’ (M-G) twin. So-so $7.000 
Last week ‘Test Pilot (M-G) 
weakie, $5,000, $12,000 first 
Stanza 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25-40) 


alter 


—Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘Love, 
Honor and Behave’ (WB) dualed. 
Head and shoulders above’ town, 
drawing $9,900, very good. Last 
week, ‘Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘Romance 
in the Dark’ (Par), double, $9,000, 


PITT DULLISH: 
LOVE. AGAIN’ 
KING 206 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Business is still off around here, 
with the city-wide strike of parking 
lot attendants continuing and creat- 
ing a traffic crisis that’s making it 
Police 
haven't relented on parking regula- 
tions so, with no place to park, peo- 
ple are staying at home or giving 
the nabe sites a break. 

Bad enough now, but may get even 
worse since there's a threat of a trol- 
ley and bus strike hanging over the 
town as well. Negotiations are jit- 
tery and may collapse at any minute, 
which would be disastrous for biz of 
all kinds and particularly the films. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)-— 

‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th). May get 


around $5,000, just fair; out Thurs- | 


day (12) in favor of ‘There’s Always 
a Woman’ (Col). Last week, 
of ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) around $6,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 
—Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th). 
Weakie and won't better $4,000; fore- 
stalls expected h. o. Last week, 


RE GROSSES 


| 


VARIETY 7 


Four Men’ Best on Dull Bway 
With Nifty $44,000, but the Rest 


NSG; ‘Joy’ Not Joy 














Broadway Grosses 
Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $223,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week | 
Last Year $280,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) | 
| 
The tide has gone out and the | 
B aadway b cach 1 eft p t bare 
vee] Abnormally lo punt | 
ol Dusiness bet 4 pread around 
among the 11 big downtown houses 
is going mostly to the Roxy. with 
Four Men and Prayer’; Capital on 
fourth (final) week of ‘Test Pilot 
and to the Paramount which last 
night wound up its second session 
with ‘College Swing’ and the Kay 
Kyser band 


‘Four Men’ really carries with it a 


prayer that’s answered, with picture 
topping town at a snug $44,000. This 
enables it to hold over a second 
week Against this entry ‘Joy of 
Living’ is doing poorly at the Music 
Hall on its lone week, appearing no 
more than about $60,000 ‘Robin 
Hood’ opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

But for the Criterion, Rialto and 
Globe, secondary operation the 


town 1s on holdovers, led by ‘Test 
Pilot's’ strong fourth week windup of 
nearly $20,000. The Par closed out 
‘College Swing’ and the 
chestra last night (Tues.) at $24,000, 
away under average for a second 
week but some profit. House debuts 
‘Stolen Heaven.’ with Bunny Berigan 
orchestra and Gene Raymond in per- 
son today (Wed.), while the Cap 
brings in ‘First 100 Years’ tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Strand, unable to go any further 
with ‘Beloved Brat,’ which was any- 
thing but, yesterday (Tues.) shot in 


‘Crime School.’ ‘Brat’ on 11 days 
very disappointing at only around 


$12,000. 

Against averages, the Crit isn’t so 
bad currently with ‘Call of the Yu- 
kon,’ suggesting possibly that out- 


| door film is beginning to attract ’em 


third | 


(1,700; 25-40) | 


‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U) and ‘Island | 


in the Sky’ (20th), brutal at little 
better than $2,000. 
Penn (‘(Loew’s-UA) 
50)—‘Doctor Rhythm’ (Par) 
get around $10,000, n.s.h. 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) looked like a $27,- 
000 week. but strike cut it to $21,500, 
still good enough to win it second 
week at Warner. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600: 
‘Met Mv Love Again’ 
Wayne King’s orch 


May 


(UA) 
House 


and 
pulling 


out of the dumps again after series | 


of brutal sessions and should come 
close to $20.000. best in couple of 
months. Last week. ‘First 100 Years’ 
(M-G) and Cab Calloway new low 
for the season: under $13.000. 


Warner (WB) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) Pretty fair, $5.- 
000 and may go bevond that Last 
week, ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and 
‘Condemned Women’ (RKO), awful 


at $2,500. 


Prov. Generally Hefty: 
‘Men and Prayer’ 116 


Providence, Ma ) 
‘Old Chicago 1] rOing rong 
after being shifted to Carlton Ma- 
jestic is looking up with ‘Four Mer 
and a Prayer. Other stand ‘90d 


Vith exception of Strand 
Estimaies for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.200; 25-35-50) 
‘Condemned Women’ (RKO) = and 
‘Maid’s Night Out’ (RKO). Reach- 


ing for satisfactory $6.000 Last 
week ‘Divorce of Lady X’ (UA) and 
‘Go Chase Yourself’ (RKO), so-so 
$5,000 

Cariton (Fay-Loew?) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Ro 


(3,300; 25-35- | 


Last week, | 


|} only around $6,500 
25-40-60 )— | 


more than other fare on a chance to 
hit about $3,000. Rialto’s ‘Gail Pres- 
ton’ looks to do in the neighborhood 
of $5,000, while ‘Lady in the Morgue’ 
at the Globe, may eke out $6,500. 
By comparison, these smaller houses 











Kyser or- | 


are better off than the bigger the- | 
atres 
The Rivoli, stymied on product, is 


making a bid with reissue of ‘Monte 
Cristo,’ though not big on the first 
week, around $11,000, it’s consider- 


ably better than house has done with | 


three recent first runs. Another re- 
issue, ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ fol- 
lows. 

Another poor week is 
lot. 
on second run, and Phil Regan in 
person. it looks to only about $17,500, 


the State’s 


as against around $17,000 last week. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (4th-final 
As pretty as they come as a b. o. 
performer, final stanza looking to 
come close to $20,000. excellent. 
Third week's take around $28,500. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Call of 


Yukon’ (Rep), plus ‘Opium Dens of | 


China,’ thriller short, and chapter of 
‘Lone Ranger’ (Rep). Added dress- 
ing for outdoor item possibly help- 


ing: chances fair for $8,000, okay. 
Last week, ‘Invisible Enemy’ (Rep), 


weak. 


Globe (1.274; 25-40-55)—‘Lady in 
| Morgue’ (WB). Maybe $6,500, fair. 
| Last week. ‘Flight Into Nowhere’ 


(Col), $6,000 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) 
cavo’ (20th) (2d run). 


‘Old Chi- 
In here singly 


mance of Louisiana’ (WB). Looks 
like snappy $5,500. Last week ‘May- 
time’ (M-G) and ‘Treasure Island’ 
(M-G) justified revival with swell 
$4.000 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn (U) and vaude on 
tage Lively stage show drawing 
for nice $6,800 Last week, ‘That’ 
My Story’ (U) and French Folies of 
1933 on stage, okay $7,090 

Loew's State (3,200: 25-35-50) Al- 
Wa 2 Woman (Col) and Makin 

» Head! " (Col). Expecting bet- 
ter than average $10,000 Lust week 
Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d ok), vindi- 
cated holdover for nifty $9.000 

Majestic (Fay) (2.300 25-35-50) 
Fou Men and a Pray2: (20th) and 
Fool for Scandal’ (WB) Heading 


$11,909. Last k ‘Old 
(2QOth) (2d y ke) a j 


r 
I 
(WB), swel 


lor pusnove!l 
Chicago’ LO- 
mance of Louisiana’ le- 
sant $38,000 
Strand (Indic) (2.200: 25-35-50) 
Sailing Along’ (G-B) and 
’ 


mond’s Peril’ (Pat Little hope with 
kiddy $3,000, poo: Last weck ‘Col- 
lese Swing’ (Par) and ‘Born to th 
West’ (Par), hea th 37.000. 


With ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ | 


} 


week). | 


ous at $60,000 


— —-2e 


and good 
$13,000, fine 


showmanship; possibly 
Lust week, ‘Women Are 


Like That’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Ha- 
wail Calls’ (20th) (list run), $8,000, 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
Stolen Heaven’ (Par) with Bunny 
Berigan band and Gene Raymond in 
person. Opens today (Wed.) Cn 
econd week ending last night, “Col- 
lege Swing’ (Par) and Kay Kyset 
cored $24,000, mild but a fair profit. 
Initial seven day $35,000, okay 
Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) Jo. of Livin - 
(RKO) and stave show Lucky if 
0 r $60,000. weak In ahcad Al- 
a Woman (Col) finished it 
$68,000 disappointing but proht 


Hood’ (WRB) open 


(Thurs.), fourth 


Robin tomorrow 


Warner nicture to 


play house since Xmas. Advance sale 
and reservations very heavy 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55) Gail Pres- 
ton.’ Looks to get only $5,000. Last 


week, ‘Law of Underworld’ (RKO), 
$8,000 

Rivoli (2.092: 5 -55-75-85-90) 
‘Monte Cristo’ (UA) (1 ue’. House 
doing comparatively better with this 

peat o a coupl il back than 
t ha rece! Z I ind $11,000 and 
hold econd week In ahead, “attle 
of Broadway’ (20th) on 11 davs only 
around $8,000. brutal 

Roxy (5.836: 25-40-55-75) 4 Men 
and Prayer’ (20th) and stave show. 
sroadway leader look i ood 344.- 
000 and remains ‘cond lar The 
fourth (final) week of ‘Old Chicago’ 


$31,000 
25-55-75 )—‘Crime 
School’ (WB) opened yesterday 
morning (Tues.). In ahead, ‘Beloved 
Brat’ on 11 days wound up with only 
around $14,000, better than of late 
but disappointing. Vaudeville is still 
being mulled for house but plans far 
from definite 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Golden 
West’ (MG) (2d run) and vaude 
headed by Phil Regan. It looks like 
house comes a cropper again, only 
around $17,500 appearing the 
answer. Last week it was around 
$17,000 with ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), 
milked up ahead by the Par, N. Y., 
and the Buddy Rogers orchestra. Thig 
is poorest figure house has had in 
about a year. 


BOSTON SICKLY: 
LADY YX’ $15,500 


(20th) a humdinger, 
Strand = (2,767; 


Boston, May 10. 

Tf all film stands were laid end to 
end this week they would be a solid 
wailing wall. 

Neither Chick Webb on the RKO 
Boston stage, nor Shep Fields at the 
Memorial are overcoming pale prod- 
uct on the screens. ‘Dr. Rhythm’ 
and ‘Women Are Like That,’ doubled, 


are swerving at the Met. 
Fstimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,212; 25-40-55)— 
‘Go Chase Yourself’ (RKO), Chick 
Webb on stage. Skidding to $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Everybody's Doing It’ 
(RKO) and Mae West in person 


whammed $31,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (3d rund 
and ‘Sailing Alonyz’ (GB) (Ist run), 
dual. Okay $6,000. Last week, $5,800 
for ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and 
Prison Nurse’ (Rep), double 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 35- 
50-65)—‘Divorce of Lady X’ (UA) 


and Shep Fields band on stage. No 
great. shakes, around $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and 
tage show, felt opposition from Mae 
West across the street, tallied meaver 
$15,000. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.267; 25- 
35-40-55)—"Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and 
‘Women Are Like That’ (WB), dual. 
Very soft $12,090 promised. Last 
week, poor $13,500 for ‘Colleve 
Swing’ (Par) and ‘Pour Men and a 
Prayer’ (20th), double 


Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40- 
5 Polo’ (UA) and ‘Gaiety 
" (UA), dual $15,000. Last 


nA a 
do) Via TCO 


; ar 
Girl Nice 


week, h.o ol lest Pilot i(M-G), 
Okay $14,500 

Paramount (M&P) (1.797: 25-55- 
40-55)-——Old Chicago’ (20th) Te 
run) and ‘Sailing Along’ (GB) ‘tst 
run) double Attract j - 
tory $8.500 Last week, $3.20) n 
‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and ‘Pi i 
Nur e (R y?. double 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-35) 

Tom Sa (UA) and ‘P t 
Nurse (Rep) bot! 2d run) he 
Dull $6.009 pa I t 90 
fo ‘Jezebel’ (WB) (3 runt { 
Couldn't Sav No’ (WB) (Ist 1 1 dy 
double 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-"0-55) 

VI irco Pol ’ iU \) wid ; 
(| iU L000. ist 


UA). dual. Fa 
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Frisco Starting Admish-Cutting: 


Rhythm $15,000, 


a + 


San Francisco, May 10. 

First sign of price-cutting on the 
main stem takes place this week 
when the Embassy theatre drops 
from a night top of 55c. to 40c. This 
takes effect tomorrow (Wednesday ) 
with the opening of Jessie Matthews 
in ‘Sailing Along’ and ‘Hollywood 
Stadium Mystery.’ Most promising 
product this week is ‘Dr. Rhythm’ at 
the Fox and ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ 
at the Paramount, 

Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55) 
‘Human Hearts’ (M-G) and ‘Rose of 
the Rio Grande’ (Mono) (2d week) 


‘Moonshine’ $14,000 





H.O.’s Crimp Montreal; | 
‘Joy of Living’ $8,000 


Montreal, May 10. 

Two h.o.’s currently and not a very 
standout program for the balance of 
the main stem makes it an off week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Golden 
West’ (M-G) (2d week). Should 
gross $7,000 after excellent $11,000 
last week, 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 50)—‘Joy of 





Dwindled to $3,000 on holdover. Will 
cut prices next week to 25-35-40c. | 


Last week, fair $3,700. 

Fox (F-WC) (5.000; 35-55-75 )— ‘Dr. | 
Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Accidents Will | 
Happen’ (WB). Getting hefty $15,090. | 
Last week, ‘Swing College’ (Par) and! 
Tip Off Girls’ (Par), new low at 
$9,509, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Go Chase Yourself’ (RKO) and 
Bowes unit on stage. Considering 
conditions holding up okay at $12,500. 
Last week, ‘Condemned Women’ 
(RKO) and Schnickelfritz Band on 
stage, fairish $14,000, 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
*Man’s Castle’ (Col) and ‘Main Event’ 
(Col). Fact that Hays office placed 
a ban On revival of Spencer Tracy- 
Loretta Young picture, a nix which 
lasted just one day, partly respon- 
sible for the good $8,000 in sight for | 
the Orpheum this week; incensed 
over the ban, local crix took crack 
at Hays org; episodes objected to in- 
cluded birth of child to unwed Lor- 
etta Young, affair between Glenda 
Farrell and Spencer Tracy and a} 
nude bathing scene. Last week (2d), ! 
“‘There’s Always a Woman’ (Col) and | 
‘Reckless Living’ (U), $4,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75) — ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th) 
and ‘Trip to Paris’ (20th). Good 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Four Men and a 
Prayer’ (20th) and ‘Battle of Broad- 
way’ (20th), fair $12,000 in nine days. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- | 
75)—‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th) | 
(2d run) and ‘Battle of Broadway’ | 
(20th) (2d run). Mild $3,000 in sight. | 
Last week (2d), ‘Her Jungle Love’ | 
(Par) and ‘Penrod and His Twin 
Brother’ (WB) held for two. extra 
days and got fair $3,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65) — ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (4th 
week). Slow $3,500. Last week (3d), 
$4,200, pretty good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35-55-75) 
—Test Pilot? (M-G) (3d week). Will 
do sizable $8,500. Last week, soaring 
$15,000, 


—— 





Lincoln Rather Spotty; 
Gable-Loy-Tracy $4,500 


Lincoln, May 10. 
It’s ‘Test Pilot’ by several lengths 
this week, although ‘In Old Chicago’ 
is running strong and will also fin- 
ish well. No apparent reason for 
holdovers these days, because there’s 





ia Lifetime’ (Par) 


Living’ (RKO) and Lost Game’ 
(RKO). Liable to top the town with 
rood $8,000. Last week’s repeat of 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th), nice $6,000 
Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3.200; 50) 
Stolen Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Thrill of 


Normal at $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and 
‘Crime of Dr. Hallett’ (Emp), about 


j}average $5,000. 


Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Hardy’s 
Children’ (M-G) and ‘Trouble at 
Midnight’ (U). Started out well and 


|may gross very good $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) and 
‘Adventure’s End’ (WB) good enough 
at $5,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 50)—‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ (4th week). Still get- 
ting the crowd with likely gross $3,- 
500. Good $4,000 for third week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 50)—‘Double Crime sur la 
Ligne Maginot.’ Hoping for $2,000. | 
good. Last week's third reveat of | 
‘Les Mensonges de Nina Petrova,’ 
fair $1,400. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) 
—La Citadelle de Silence and ‘La 
Caserne en Polie.’ Expect very good 
#5500. Last week. ‘La Tour de 
Nesle’ and ‘Le Club des Aristocrats,’ 
good at $4,800. 


SEATILE’S TOP FILMS 
H.0’S: ‘POLO, BIG 106 


—— 


Seattle, May 10. 

This burg’s overloaded with big pic- 
tures this week, ‘Test Pilot,’ ‘Golden 
West,’ ‘Old Chicago,’ ‘Marco Polo’ all 
hitting fifst-run houses. Some are 
holdovers, which makes it better for | 
‘Polo’ in opening week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) | 
(3d run). Anticipated big $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Jezebel’ (WB) and ‘First 100 
Years’ (M-G) (3d week), $2,400, fair. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,950; 21-32)—Baroness and Butler’ 
(20th) and ‘Stand-In’ (UA) split with 
‘Everybody Sings’. (M-G) and ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin Returns’ (M-G). Sour 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
(UA) and ‘Checkers’ (20th), bad 
$2,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Texas Trail’ (Par) and ‘Partners in 
Crime’ (Par), dual, split with ‘Call 
of Rockies’ (Col) and ‘Where There’s 
a Will’ (GB), dual. Expected okay 
$2,000, Last week, ‘On Such a Night’ 
(Par) and ‘Angel’ (Par), dual, split 
with ‘Overland Express’ (Col) and 
‘Brilliant Marriage’ (Mono), dual. 
Not so hot $1,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,366; 32-37-42)—‘Girl of Golden 








a big product backup, but ‘Always a 
Woman’ is second-weeking at the 
Kiva. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (Noble) (440: 10-15)—‘Always 
a Woman’ (Col) ‘2d week). Fair 
$900. Last week, first stretch okay, 
$1,400. 

Liberty (Cooper) (1,200: 10-15)— 
‘Painted Trail’ (Mono) and ‘Patient 
in Room 13’ (WB), split with ‘Land 
of Fighting Men’ (WB) and ‘Marked 
Woman’ (WB). Average $900. Last 
week, ‘Cheyenne Rides Again’ (Vic) 
and ‘Action for Slander’ (UA), split 
with ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) and 
‘Three Men on a Horse’ CWB), n.s.g. 
$900. 

Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th). In early and 
will stay eight davs for $3,900. very 
good. Last week, ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
(RKO) and ‘Human Hearts’ (M-G), 
$2,700, below expectations, 


Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350: 10-20- | 
25)-——‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Not kill- | 


ing ’em, at $1.400 or slightly better. 
Last week “Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (2d 
week) a bust, $1,000. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,600: 10-25-40)— 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G). Fancy winner 
at $4.500. Last week ‘Golden West’ 
(M-G), $3,100, barely average, 


Newsreels May Fall 
Into Newspaper Guild 


Paramount is the first newsreel to | 


be organized 100‘, by the News- 
raper Guild, which 
tended its jurisdiction to this field. 

Efforts are going forward to organ- 
ize the others throughout. There are 
a few scattered individuals with 
other reels who are already in the 


Guild. 


recently ex- | 


West’ (M-G). Five days of second 
| week, $3,700, slow. Last week, same 
| film, $9,000, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 


| week) $10,000, okay. 





First Runs on Broadway 


Week of May 12 

Capitol — ‘First 100 Years’ 
(MGM). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 16) 

Criterion — ‘Fight for Peace’ 
(Warwick). 

Glebe—‘Lone Wolf in Paris’ 
(Col) (14). 

Music Hall — ‘Adventures of 
Robin Hood’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 27) 

Paramount — ‘Stolen Heaven’ 
(Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety, April 27) 

Rialto —- ‘Nurse from Brook- 
lyn’ (U) (13). 


(Reviewed in Variety, April 13) 


Rivoli — ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Four Men and a 
Prayer’ (20th) (2d wk)? 
Strand—Crime School’ (WB) 
10). 
Reviewed Variety, May 4) 
Week of May 19 
Capitol — ‘First 100 Years’ 


(MGM) (2d wk) 
Music Hall — ‘Adventures of 
Robin: Hood’ (WB) 2d wk). 


Paramount — ‘Stolen Heaven’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 
Rivoli — ‘I Cover the Water- 


front’ (UA) (Revival) (18). 
Roxy—‘Kentucky Moonshine’ 

(20th). 
Strand 

(2d wk). 


‘Crime School’ (WB) 











COLLEGE’ 9; 
CINCY SLIDES 


Cincinnati, May 10. 

Biz for ace pic parlors, by and 
large, is under par for’ second 
straight week. Current b.o. topper 
is ‘Old Chicago,’ a holdover at the 
Palace. 

‘Goodbye Broadway,’ with Tommy 
Riggs, a local fave on WLW before 
he went radio network, is imbedded 
for a season’s low at Keith's. 

Estimates’ for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Col- 
lege Swing’ (Par). Slow, $9,000. 
Last week ‘Test Pilot?’ «(M-G) (2d 
(RKO) 35-42 )— 


Capitol (2,000; 





| however, biz is off brutally. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


‘Test Pilot’ (M-G), third downtown | 


week, Satisfactory 
season’s low. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Ex- 
iled to Shanghai’ (Rep), ‘Peniten- 
tiary’ (Col), ‘Crime of Dr. Hallett’ 
(U), singly. Normal $2,100. Last 
week ‘When -G-Men Step In’ (Col), 


‘Bulldog Drummond's Revenge’ 
(Par), split, $2,100. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 


‘David Copperfield’ (M-G) (reissue). 
No dice, $1,600. Last week, ‘Hardy’s 
Children’ (M-G) (3d week), $2,500, 
okay. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U). Season’s 
low, $2.500. Last week, ‘Women Like 
That’ (WB), $3,000, very poor. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Over 
the Wall’ (WB). Fair, $3.700. Last 
week, ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th), 
$2.800, awful. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Old 
Chicago’ (20th) (2d week). Swell, 
£11.000. Last week, $18.000, big.. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 





‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and ‘Rawhide’ 
(20th), dual. Hei.ding for good $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Always a Woman’ (2d 
week), so-so $3,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(4th week). Five days, anticipating 
$2,600, okay. Last week, same film, 
$3,400, big. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘College Swing’ 
(Par) and ‘Women Like That’ (WB) 
dual. Expected fair $4,800. Last week, 
‘Her Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Double 
Danger’ (RKO), slow at $4,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 10-21-37) 
—Under Suspicion’ (Col) and ‘This 
Marriage Business’ (RKO), dual. 
With stage show. Good bill, looks 
to grab big $5.500. Last week, 
‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘He 
Couldn’t Say No’ (WB), dual, with 
vaude, excellent $6,000. 

Paramount 
| (3,049: 32-37-42 )—‘Marco Polo’ (M-G) 
'and ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB), dual. Big 
|campaign for ‘Polo,’ paced to reach 
| possible $10,000, swell. Last week. 
‘Test Pilot?’ (M-G) (2d week), big 
$7,700. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 16-27)-— 
|‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) and ‘He 








|Couldn’t Say No’ (WB), dual (2d) 


} run). Indicates $2.100. Last week (21- 

132), ‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and 

‘Penitentiary’ (Col), dual, slow $1,900. 
AN EAR FOR IT 

| Hollywood, May 10. 

Bernard B. Brown, veteran sound 
technician, has been made supervisor 
of sound at Universal. 

Entering the picture business in 
1918 as a musician, Brown's most 
recent job was re-recording super- 
j visor for U. 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th). Big. 
$7,000. holds. Last week. ‘Divorce of 
| ae X’ (WA), $4,000, fair. 


Revivals Push Port.. Ore.: 
‘Living’ Dual Good $5,500 


Portland, Ore., May 10. 

New films opening this week are 
|‘Women Are Like That’ and ‘Joy of 
| Living.’ Indie Rivoli has installed 
/a new temporary policy of reviving 
;previous b.o. winners, doing well 
bby ‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Broadway 

ill.” 

Estimates for This Weck 

Broadway (Parker) (2.000: 30-55) 

—Women Are Like That’ (WB) and 


$4,500. Last | 
week ‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par), $2,000, | 





'as her next option expires. 


| $3,900. 


Philly Biz Blotto; ‘Marco’ $21,000, 
Crosby $13,500, ‘Always Woman’ 12¢ 





Philadelphia, May 10. |‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d week) :24 

Grosses are spotty, although mostly | run). Holding up like a trouper. 
punk. Experiment at the Earle in| particularly after eight weeks of 
putting fairly strong second-run pic | foadshowing before going into reg- 
in, instead of usual weakie first-run, | Ular initial run; $5,100, Last week, 
to bolster not too powerful stage | Powerful $7,700. 
presentation, seenis to be meeting! Stanley (WB) (2,916: 42-57-68-75) 
with fair success. |—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week). Con- 

Aside from coupla mid-towners, | tinues to zoom niftily, $16,700. Ini- 
Many | tial sesh, swell $22,900. ‘Robin Howa' 
nabes as much as 40° below same | (WB) next. 
week last year Combination of cir- Stanton (WB) (1.457: 37-42-57 
cumstances accounts for this, not ‘law of the Underworld’ (RK¢ 
least of which is outlawing of bingo! Back on standard action fare and 
here last week. clicking smoothly with $5.100 ast 

Estimates for This Week week, ‘Women Are Like That’ (WE) 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 42-57-75) also oke at $5,200. 

‘Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel’ SS ee P 

(UA). Punk at $8,500. Last week 
‘Beloved Brat’ (WB), likewise no hot 
shakes with $9,100. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350: 42-57-68-75) 
‘Always a Woman’ (Col). Only $12.- 
000 indicated. Last sesh, ‘Four Men 
and a Prayer’ (20th), little better at 
$13,200 ‘Stolen Heaven’ due Thurs- 
day (12). 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 25-37-42-57-68 ) 
—‘Marco Polo’ (UA) (2d run). 
George Jessel and Norma Talmadge 
on stage. Working out pretty well, will use quarters formerly occupied 
$21,000. Last week, ‘Nurse from by David L. Loew Productions 
Brooklyn’ (U) and Guy Lombardo) — 
on the boards, v.g. at $23,800 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 42-57-68-75) 
‘Doctor Rhythm’ (Par). Disappoint- 
ing $13,500. Last week, ‘Jungle Love’ 
(Par), sleepy $11,800. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 42-57-68) 
‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) (2d run). Hit- 
ting oke $4,300. Last week, ‘Monas- 
terv’ (Thom), unusual pic, not bad 


Prog’s Studio Spread 


Hollywood, May 1f 
Progressive Pictures, indie outfit 
headed by Ben N. Judell, moved to 
Selznick-International studios after 
three pictures at Grand Nationna} 
Object was more room for shoot- 
ing schedule, which Judell jumped 
from 12 to 42 pictures. Company 





EDDY ENDS TOUR 


Hollywood, May if 


Nelson Eddy is back at Metro after 
a concert tour covering 33 cities. 

Singing actor is conferring with 
Hunt Stromberg, who will produce 
‘Sweethearts,’ with Eddy and Jean- 
Keith’s (WB) ette MacDonald as co-stars. 


(1,870; 42-57-68 )— 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 








It cost Katharine Hepburn $200,000 in salary and a percentage of the 
gross of two pictures to settle her contract with RKO. Since 1932 Miss 


| Hepburn had appeared in 14 pictures for the company and had six months 


to go under their contract at $100,000 per film and 10% over a stipulated 
gross. Studio announcement of the disagreement said briefly: ‘Difference 
of opinion regarding story material was the cause of this amicable 
separation.’ 

Differences became really acute when she refused to play the lesd in 
‘Mother Carey’s Chickens,’ at which time negotiations were started for 
cancellation of her contract. It was the climax of a series of arguments. 
Understood that Miss Hepburn felt her performance in ‘Holiday’ ofiered # 
good opportunity to wash up with RKO. 

Columbia is reported interested in signing her to do three pictures in 
three years at $150,000 a picture, 

Harold Lloyd may be the answer to ‘What Ho’ at Paramount. Richard 
Connell story, on which the studio has spent about $100,000 so far, has 
been the subject of serious confabs between home office and Hollywood 
execs. It was purchased by Emanuel Cohen for $35,000, subjected tc two 


| expensive treatments and spurned each time by Gary Cooper, slated as the 


star. When Cohen and Paramount severed relations, the studio was jeft 
holding the story. Lloyd, now a Paramount producer-star on a picture-to- 
picture basis, is considered an okay fit for the role, and a strong drawing 
card in England where the yarn is laid. 

First of a series of four shorts, in Cosmocolor, was trade-shown Jast week 
by RKO Pictures. New color process is credited to Otto C. Gillmere, 
inventor. David Blankenhorn is president of Cosmocolor. 

Process is obtained through a special lens that fits on the camera wsed 
in photographing a picture. In basic idea it resembles a process ofiered 
Universal about 15 months ago. Cosmocolor costs about 242c more per 
foot than black-and-white. It produces a reasonably good color effect 
comparable with other color processes currently in use. 

Another European headache is on her way out of Hollywood as soon 
Viennese warbler, under contract to a major 


| studio, got her first and only break when she was loaned to another 


’Goodby Broadway’ (U); fair. $4.500. | 


| Last week ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
| and ‘Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel’ 
\(UA) okay $5,500. 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-55)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th). 
Average $2,000. Last week ‘Marco 
Polo’ (UA) (3d week) fair $1.800. 
Orpheum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000: 30-55)-—College Swing’ (Par) 
and ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO). Fair $4.- 
000. Last week ‘Sally, Irene and 


Mary’ (20th) and ‘Lone Wolf in 
Paris’ (Col) okay $5,200. 
Peramount ‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3.000: 30-55 )— Jov of Living’ 
(RKO) and ‘Moto Takes a Chance’ 
|} (20th). In line for good $5.500. Last 
j week ‘Old Chicago’ (20th). Closed 
|strong socond weck, $4.500. 
| Rivoli (Indie) (1.200; 25-35)— 
‘General Died at Dawn’ ‘Par) and 
‘Texas Ranger’ (Par). Okav $1,500. 
|Last week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 
‘Broadway Bill’ ‘Col) 
okay $1.600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 


| release date is May 13. ‘Wonderful Tiine,’ 


(revivals), 
| 


|} and sound crew to record one of her ditties. 


studio for the femme lead in a comedy which has not caused any preview 
acclaim. Blonde’s temperament before the lens caused anguish ic the 
producer, but the worst was vet to come. Producer hired a 60-piece band 
One hour later the alien 
canary phoned that she was not in the mood to warble, 

Picture biggies are in for another one of those newspaper exposures, this 
time an exhumation of their ancient gambling losses. As result of the 
publicity achieved by the $150,000 poker game between Lew Brice and 
Herbert Clifton, the L. A. Examiner has assigned two reporters to dig up 
half-forgotten gaming episodes in Hollywood, meanwhile keeping up ihe 
heat on the Brice-Clifton affair until the musty tales of the past are dusted 
off for publication, 

Because production delays on two Ginger Rogers pictures brings them 
too closely together for release, RKO is setting the availability date cn 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ back two months. ‘Vivacious Lady,’ originally on 
March schedules, was moved down several times until now the officie) 
which had been set for May 27, 
now pushed back to July 1. 

Mike Angelo, Philadelphia artist. who was planning cartooner based cn 
Don Quixote, received a warning from RKO to lay off as it claims 
rights. Said that the Spanish novel would probably be Disney’: 
Angelo recently returned to Philly from the Disney studios, 
in a tiff over salary. 


prior 
next. 
He resigned 


Jubilant whoops resounded in a major studio publicity department jast 
week with the tidings that a femme star's contract had been cancelled ty 
mutual consent. The boys and girls made it unanimous by burning whit 
was supposed to be a copy of the unbeloved star’s contract. Thev had ne 
effigy handy. Just too much temperament! ; 

‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) is getting foreign distribution 1 cer 
the title of ‘Black Gold.’ This name was considered originally for ihe jy ¢- 


55)—Test Pilot? (M-G) (3d week). | ture since it is a story about the oil fields, 
'Going great $5,000. Last week $6,000. | 


—— 
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NTI-COMM’L NEWSREELS 
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Mpls. Continues in the Doghouse; 
‘Merrily Live’ $6,800, ‘Swing’ $3,700 


Minneapolis, May 10. Ind’pls Mostly Tepid; 
Although business generally con- ‘Rhythm’-‘Nurse’ $7,300 
e 9¢ 


‘weg in its prolonged slump, usual 
on Indianapolis, May 10. 








isolated bright spots prevent the en- Outside of ‘Dr. Rhythm’ at the 
tire box office picture from being | Circle, none of the first-runs is mak- 
completely submerged in indigo. ing asy headway this week, as gen- 
: ; ’ eral business conditions here con- 

os ¢ rain and extreme cold ; 
Unceasing 1 i tinue to decline. Closing of the 


are additional adverse box office fac- | town’s ace de luxer, the Indiana, 

tors currently. It’s a certainty that | Thursday (5) did not seem to help 

this week nary a loop house will ithe other downtowners, as had been 

ae ‘it aS : hoped. 

come close to five figures and that | Estimates for This Week 

the total take of all the first-runs Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 

will fall below $23,000—an amount | 40)—‘Stolen Heaven’ (RKO) and 
Trig ti aris’ (20th). Lightweight 

se é he Minnesota, | Trip to Paris’ ( 6" ve 
that one house ree at - ~“* | $2,500. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (20th) 
used to top regularly in good times. |i 4 return date one week after its 
Estimates for This Week original run; bad $1,200. 








Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 25-30- | 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— | 49j;-Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Nurse 
‘Maid’s Night Out’ (RKO) and ‘Bull- | trom Brooklyn’ (U) Prospects of 
dog Drummond’s Peril’ (Par), dual | ¢7 399. okay. Last week, ‘Go Chase 
first-runs, split with ‘Love on @/ yourself?’ (RKO) and ‘Condemned 
Budget’ (20th) and ‘Moto’s Gamble’ | Women’ (RKO) low for the season, 
(20th), also dual first runs. Pretty | $9 900. 





good $1,000 indicated. Last week, Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40)— 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M-G) and | ‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) and ‘Di- | 
‘Walking Down Broadway’ (20th), | vorce of Lady X’ (UA). Slow $4.- 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Penrod | g99, Last week, ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) | 
and Twin Brother’ (WB) and ‘He | (94 week), sturdy $7,000. 
Couldn't oa also dual Lyric (Olson) (2,080; 25-30-40)— 
first runs, mild $800. ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) and Benny 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- | Davis revue on stage. Weak $6,500. 
40)—‘Beloved Brat’ (WB). Light | Last week, ‘Four Men and Prayer 
$3,400 in prospect. Last a eek, | (20th) and vaude, not so hot, $6,700. 
‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G), $3,500, 
disappointing. 
Lyceum (Murray) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Look Out for Love’ (GB). “Opens 
Thursday (12) for week and if this 9 
one clicks more GB product will fol- 
low after ‘Room Service,’ legit en- 
a FOUR MEN 14 
Sitancsote (Par-Singer) (4,200; | 
$5-55)—‘Merrily We Live’ (M-C 
Fair $6,800. Last week, ‘Old Chicago? peers 
(20th) (2d week), $5, 000, nothing to 
shout home about after big $14,000 Detroit, May 10. 
first week. Biz is on a toboggan all over town. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 25-| Two first-runners, United Artists 
85-40 )—‘College Swing’ (Par). Reach- | and Madison, dropped admish from 
ing toward sickly $3,700. Last week, | 65c top, which is also charged by 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA), $4,000, eight |the de luxers, to 55c, og far it 
days, bad. makes no diff. Last fall these same 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- | houses were asking 75c top, but that 
55)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d gto was just before bottom fell out of 
Holding up to big $9,000. First wee | auto market. 
12,000, — ) (290: 15-25)-—'Mari- | Estimates for This Week 
ime (Berger) (290; 15-25)— ti- ; rw aoa = 
huana’ (Esper) (2d run). Sensation- | oe gg Phra rr) A es ym 
ally advertised for aduits only and | Wi Rouahmeck’ (col), dealt About 
giving house far biggest week in $3,000, very sour. Last week slightly 
many months; en route to big $1,500. ‘better at $3,500 for ‘Wide Open 
‘ain = ‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep), | Faces’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Hallet’ (U). 
Uptown (Par) (1,200; | 25-35 )— Four Faget eave? (20th). and 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Traveling /‘Snow White’ (Adriana Caselotti) on 
toward very big $5,000. Last week. | 4.56 Not more than $14,000, tough 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA), $2,000, bad. Brutal $13,000 last stanza’ on’ ‘Battle 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55- | oF Broadway’ (20th) with Ben Blue 
75)—‘Mayerling’ (French) (3d week). | virsinia Verrill topping vaude ; 
Made to order for this house and will ae (United Detr it) 35 40 
finish run to profitable $1,400. Last | _.Madison be herr “ch : (3 . 
week, $1, 600, good. 55)—Test Pilot’ (M-G 3d week). 
iene” |Opus moved here from UA, and at 
| lowered prices should get only $4,- 
1000 following weeks of $8,000 and 
DENVER STORMY, BUT | $6,200 at the UA. Last week under 
bad $4,500 for ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) 
PILOT’- ‘NIGHT OUT’ 15G after very mild opening week of 
$6,200. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
aig | 20-40-65)—’Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) 


| 





Denver, May 10. with Cab Calloway band on stage. | 


Heavy rains and snows for several |Something like $15,000, poisonous. 
days have crimped grosses in some | Very mild $17,000 on 10 days of ‘Dr. 
first-runs, but failed to keep audi- | Rhythm’ (Par) with Gene Dennis 
ences away from picts they really | (2d week ) topping stageshow. 
wanted to see. Rialto is oft the first- Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
run list this week, using rev?vals on | 900; 30-40-50) — ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) 
a daily change (re-run) plus ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB), 

Estimates for This Week dual. About $5,000 poor. _ Last 

Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 25-40)— week, ‘Condemned Women’ (RKO) 

‘Jezebel’ (WB) ‘(Qd run). Profitable | 224 ‘Bulldog Drummond’s Peril’ 
ad - . air 

at $4,000. Last week ‘Old Chicago’ | ‘Par), $6,000, fair. 

(20th), finished with smashing $5,500. 

: Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 

poy FB ena IP gg ge ellicy duced admish. Last ve a ba 

4 second session of “Test Pilot’ (¢ 7 
enenating hy ay PA gy = | following ie $6,200 opening stanza. 
Ss Ci Pi < ’ 1e ; _ 

$2,500. | 

oe (Cocxkrill) (1,750: 25-35- Navy Aid y= WB Pic 

I—‘College Swing’ (Par) (2d 

week). Low at $4,700. Last week, | : : Holly wood, May 10. 

Bame pic, plenty good $8.000. U. S. Navy will cooperate with 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-50)— | Warners in the filming of exteriors 
Always a Woman’ (Col). and ama- | for ‘Wings Over the Navy’ at Pensa- 
teur stage show. Nice $11,500. Last sola. Fla., in July. 
week ‘Jezebel’ (WB), fair $7,500. George Brent and Ronald Reagan 
Me Be et Raa Hr will head the troupe taken to loca- 

S ilo M-G) and ‘Maid’s 


| (2,000; 35-40-55) — ‘Tom Sawyer’ 


Night Out’ (RKO). Zooming to rec- |!" pponceiciaconscts a 
=. for dual policy, packed houses 
all week, $15,000 and holding. Last : . 
week ‘Joy’ of Licing’ (REO) end Starting Over Again 
‘Law of the Underworld’ (RKO) Hollywood, May 10. 
890d enough at $9,000 Walter Ferris is brushing up the 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40 en pilav for ‘Little Princess.’ con- 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (3d run). Big !,4., yHlated a , tarrer for Shirley 
$6,000, with numerous standouts. |.) 4 ong :- e , 
Last week ‘Women Like That’ (WB) | Temple at 20tn-Eox. a 
and ‘Making the Headlines’ (Col), Writer worked on the same tale a 
Nice $3,800. year ago. 


—————— eae aSSSEE NSN pacnaneaneeantl - 











RESENT FREE They Need a Chicago to Drag Em In 
A) CHISELFAS When Summer Comes toL. A., $28,500 
— | Sturdy: WB Pair, ‘Sinners’ Poor $8,500 


Newsreel Editors Taking 
Umbrage at Being Coerced 4+ : 


Into Giving Free Ads to | VISUAL EDUCATION tie Los Angeles, May 10 


a touch of real Southern 

Staged News Events— AND COMM’ L FILMS C alifornia weather, the warmish 

| cind, bo a case of product largely, 

May Cut It Out Alto- | with John Public just not much in- 
gether, If It Keeps Up j terested in the poorer one 

Chicago, May 10 Only film showing real strength is 


staat | : ‘ ¥ 2A ’ Vv. ting ¢ ha 

| National Conference on _ Visual kl gn ne aga Page sing tno 
SUNDRY EXAMPLES Education will hold its meeting here | house biz is better than in Holly- 
June 20-23, with plans calling for| wood but good there, however 
a serious consideration of commer- | Answer is that most of the Holly- 
cial films which have shot up to a wood mob saw the film during its 
prominent place in the picture field, | ¥°-@-day run at the Four Star, and 





The widespread advertising and 


1 Con ainat 7 » screen. | the rest of the populace is lack- 

publicity obtainable on the screen,| Among the commercial film speak- adaisical in thi see o’ weather 

if mentioned in newsreels has | ers at the conference will be L. A. ‘Test Pilot.’ on maven er for con 

reached such proportions that execu- Hawkins, of International Harv t inue d first run after two weeks at 
ter Co.; Stuart Grant, of Pure Oil: tate-Chines is doing swell 


tive editors are reported framing , oe 
aa SEEK : cog Ss F. L. Warren, of L. C. Chase Co.: idieaihes for This Week 
plans to present a united front in H. A. Dev the DeV . 
hopes of curbing this obvious en- | + 4a, LM Lys Ol the eVry Co. Chinese (Grauman-F OX) (2,024: 
| —- - ae 30-40-55-75 )—‘O] ae ’ yy 
croachment of legitimate news in | )-40-55-75)—'Old | Chicago’ (20th) 
| and ‘Island in Sky’ (20th), dual. Ex- 


their releases. oe | | tended road show run of ‘Chicago’ 
~ “TQ ( ie the *( Dz ‘ i ‘ 

This urge to get h company * at the nearby Four Star hurting reg- 

name, whether a hotel, department | ® ; ular priced run at this boulevard 


store, show or industrial firm, into house, with take considerably below 


newsreels lately has become so in- ‘ 9 that of its day-dater (State). Looks 
sistent that instances have cropped see ny 00d, however. Last 
up where news weekly bosses were ; Paria’ fey ilot (MG) and ‘Trip te 


, on second stanza very 





requested to sign agreements guar- | good $12,300. 

anteeing mention. At least one time, ——— Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
a store refused to allow cameraman | 65)—‘Love, Honor and Behave’ (WB) 
to photograph a celebrity until pact Washington, May 10. }and ‘Beloved Brat’ (FN), dual. Pretty 


had been inked. Couple of reels| Sun, warm enough to drag em into | dismal returns, lucky if hitting $4,- 
flatly refused rather than be in-|the open but not hot enough to | 900. Last week, ‘Fools for Scandal’ 
timidated into such agreement. switch on the cooling plants, plus no | (WB) and ‘Accidents Will Happen’ 
Attitude of news weekly editors new celluloid of eon Bs ance has total (WB) just made $6,000. not good. | 
, ; “neat a aan gross away under par this week, Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)—‘To 
is that if thei cameramen are not Capitol, with ‘Four Men and a/the Victor’ (GB) and ‘Scarlet Pim- 
given absolute freedom in pho-| Prayer’ and ‘Waikiki Nights’ revue | pernel’ (UA) dual (2d week). Trade 
tographing stories the same as newS-| on stage is leading town. Earle, | picking up on second stanza, possi- 
paper photographers, they will} other vaude spot, is dying. bly $1,300. First week okay $1,900. 
ignore the events. Daily paper 


One explanation of way grosses! Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
camera boys grab the pictures and | have been declining steadily is fact 65 )—"Love, Honor and Behave’ (WB) 

. ’ art oe ; that Cap is just beginning to feel re- | and ‘Beloved Brat’ (FN), dual. Noth- 
leave it up to theit editors to use cession, not in cut wages but stiff | ing to write home about this week, 
their judgment in deciding if certain | jump jin cost of living. When nabe | $4,500. Last week, ‘Fools for Sean- 
firms, individuals or institutions are | stores report Government clerks buy- | dal’ (WB) and ‘Accidents Will Hap- 
to be mentioned. Newsreel officials| ing cigarets on the cuff regularly | pen’ (WB), fair $7,000. 


feel they should have the same| just before payday, theatres admit Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
freedom they can’t expect ’em to shell out | ‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U) and ‘Wide 
- ~ | for a show. |Open Faces’ (Col), dual. Best in 

.D.R. and a Dept. Store SERS ; ‘ 
_— Fam 8 P Estimates for This Week |sight is pretty brutal $4,000. Last 


Probably the most glaring example | Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 25-35-40-66) | week, ‘There’s Always Woman’ (Col) 


of chiseling screen credit from a|-— Four Men a Prayer’ (20th) and | and ‘Miss Roughneck’ (Col), satisfac- 
legitimate news yarn came _ last| vaude. Plenty bally behind ‘Waikiki | tory $7,000. 

month when a N.Y. store attempted | Nights’ spactacle on stage but best | Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
to force all five siade to signature | take in town won’t better sickly | —Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Marriage 


‘omising ment c : $15,500. Last week, ‘Jungle Love’ | Business’ (RKO) dual (2d week). 
pt an io. vo he gg redid ganar | (Par) and Jessel-Talmadge unit, light | Holdover week faring mildly, should 
' glee ARF PG Sy _, | $16,000. wind up $7,500. First stanza topped 
shopping for an Easter hat. Several | Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— | $13,000, not as good as anticipated. 
of the newsreels passed up signing | ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d run). Third| RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—'Sinners in 
or covering the event rather than| week downtown looking at good Paradise’ (U) and ‘Wide Open Faces’ 
ring in free advertising. | $5,000. Last week, ‘Tom Sawyer’ | (Col), dual. Flock of previews rushed 

Another instance occurred when a | Bg Bt average $4,500. |in over the weekend to bolster biz, 

; eae . seuhe . neve arle ( ) (2,244: 25-35-40-66)— |} so will probably fiinish with slim 

Broadway hotel demanded screen ‘Women Like That’ (WB) and vaude. | $4,500. Last week, ‘Always Woman’ 

Revue light on marquee names and | (Col) and ‘Miss Roughneck’ (Col), 
production troubles hampering word- | okay at $6,500. 


credit for its place before allowing 
newsreel boys to screen chamber- 


maids who had won in the Irish | of-mouth; looks like brutal $11,000.| State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
Sweepstakes. Another time, the | Last week, ‘College Swing’ (Par) and | 75)—Old Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Island 


reels ran into the same difficulties | Al Pearce Gang, satisfactory $16,500. | in Sky’ (20th), dual. Wiil top second 
when they sought to obtain pictures | Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)—‘Mad | stanza of ‘Pilot’ with excellent $13,- 
of Herbert Hoover in a Park avenue 
hotel where he was registered. 


| get good $8,500. Last week, same pic | (MG) and ‘Trip to Paris’ (20th) on 


erie | took nice $12,500 second stanza very big $15,300. 
Urge of sportsdom to force news-| Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Border- United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
reels to do as they say cropped up| town’ (WB) (revival). Should pay | 30-40-55)—‘Pilot’ (MG) and ‘Paris’ 


in the Stanley Cup hockey playoffs. | expenses with passable $3,500. Last | (20th), dual. On moveover doing 
After building up the ice game all | week, four days of ‘Always a Woman’ | nifty biz for third week downtown 
season, with liberal coverage of top (Col) (2d run) flopped with $1,300 and should have no trouble reaching 
games in New York. Chicago and Palace (Loew) (2,363: 35-55)—‘Test well _ $5,500. Last week, Judge 

F geen ’ — Pilot?’ (M-G) (2d week) Leading Hardy’ (MG) and ‘Lady X’ (UA), so- 


| Canada, all five reels, which claimed | the repeats with good $10,000. Last | so $2,200. 


United Artists (United Detroit) | 


they at least assisted in making the | week, same pic slid on mats but Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 


|} public hockey-minded, were barred nights pushed take into swell $23,000. |—‘Pilot’ (MG) and ‘Paris’ (20th), 


from the Chicago finals unless they Belasco (Indie) (1,100)—‘To the | dual. Just like old times on this 
laid $2,500 on the line. All five Victor’ (GB) (2d week). May keep | moveover booking with a neat $8,500 
passed up the finals but with pretty house open with $2,000. Last week, | as answer. Holds. Last week ‘Judge 

~ | weather offset rave reviews to dip | Hardy’ (MG) and ‘Lady X’ (UA), 


definite notions as to what they gross to fair $2,800. beat early expectations and finished 


| would do for professional ice hockey | 7 | aia _ | with $4,600, profitable. 


(UA). Brutal $5,500, despite re- | next year. | 





This is a continuation, more or! which finds many seeking credit 


less, of the troubles the reels had often when the news story does not x ff Pid H d h 
last year in covering football when call for it or this tendency to push rausty Ss eadacnes 


several colleges went commercial in the newsreel cameramen around is dimmu 
a big way. that the news weekly officials are Script difficulties have deferred 
Even the Circus always willing to give full credit the starting date for Samuel Gold- 
The newsreel executives also ran’ when a store, firm, individual or in- | wyn’s production of ‘Graustark’ to 
ante this growing tendency to dictate stitution obviously concocts some- June 1, one month late. 
o them when they wanted to pho- thing special and then calls in the To date eight writers have worked 
tograph the Ringling circus in Madi- newsreels to grab what the story on the screen play. Latest is S. N. 
son Square Garden recently. They is w _— Behrman, Broadway playwright, who 
were told that taking scenes of the But the newsreel editors contend checked in at the studio yesterday 
; main show in action would hurt the they s} ould have the final say as to | (Monday) 
big top when it hit the stic ks. News- whether credit or mention should ianeciaieipmatmeini ane 
reel men disagreed saving that it; be given They, too, appreciate the 
would be an early appetite-whetter | fact that once the bars are let down ALL SET TO GO 
for prospective audiences when it! and they begin to be bulldozed into Hollyw 1, May 10 
eached cities throughout the U. S upplying credits, their reels will be Joe E. B n The Gladi- 
ev ef poy 1 1 no- l j vith fre yublicit Con- ro] th ae J a 
that en tiese “wen ; : 
clowns be ) j ) i to p D iL p ( a 
‘ | f ) I ) a % n LE A r li- 
Peculiar part about lation , pub ng ms I ng 


|; About Music’ (U) (2d week). Should | 000 in the till. Holds. “Test Pilot’ 
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Foreign Films Glut 


U. §. Market: 


B. 0. Clicks Rare, Most of ‘Em 


Weakies: Exhibs 


— 


As a result of the success of cer- 
fain foreign-made _ films at the 
American boxoffice the last year, | 
an influx of weak European product 


in 


is glutting the market. Old-line for- 
eign film distributors are watching 
this flood of minor pictures with mis- 
givings They believe it will react 
unfavorably against all foreign films 
and wash un several di ibs cur- 
renily operating in New York 
Money made by ‘Mayerling’ al 
ready and one or two oihe1 iccess- 
ful French and other foreign-make 
films has induced numerous indie 
distributors to trv their hand with 
these imports Result is a lot of 


mediocre productions, some of which 
are three or four years old. 
Belief that if the foreign producers 


turned out ‘Maverling, they must 
have other equally strong pictures 
unfortunately hes shown just how 
weak numerous foreign pictures are 
even today. Many distributors here 
realize that one hit or two hits like 


*‘Mayerling,’ or ‘Carnival in Flanders’ 
are about all that can be expected 
from one country in a year or 18 
months time. And distribs who have 
felt the yen to haves fling at the 
foreign mart are beginning to learn 
this much to their sorrow. 

Not only have some of these dis- 
fributors hed their fingers burned 
but arty theatres, talked into using 
British, French and other European 


a 


films, now are pondering the wis- 
dom of their shift in policy. Experi- 
ence of a picture turned out by a 


fairly well-known British producer | 
was cited. Opening at a small, arty | 
house, it took in enough business in 
the first two weeks to justify a third. 
Film did a nose-dive in final week | 
and will be lucky to show two fair | 
wecks of business, Another Euro- 
pean production, shifted into an arty | 
spot. is dying a slow death after one 
week. 

Exhibitors can remedy this situa- 
tion, but unfortunately it not 
easy for foreign distribs. All it takes 
is a few floppo pictures and the firm | 
is apt to face 77-B or a complete 
fold. 


is so 


Short-Sighted 


An angle that the smaller distribu- 
tors fail to appreciate is that of 15} 
to 20 good boxoffice pictures pro- | 
duced in France and England, com- | 
bined, in the last two years, England 
has had about 200 and France nearly 
150 that no exhibitor in America | 
would book except from hunger. | 
They fail to take into consideration 
the ratio of good features to the 
quantity produced and that the num- 
ber of really topnotch pictures is 
small compared with the total made 
abroad, 

Recent practice of ambitious | 
producers and also distribu- | 
tors in hopping over to New York | 
to dispose of their films personally is | 
not helping, either. They bring four | 


| 


io eight feature prints with them to | 


the U. S., show them to prospective 
buyers, run up $5,000 or more in ex- 
penses for the trip and then ofien 
find it was a dry haul. Instances 
where these foreign officials fail to 
signature a single favorable deal are 


cause the European picture man 
goes back to his country claiming 
that Americans are not serious busi- 


4 


Losing Perspective 





‘Mex Publicity Drive 
To Hypo Tourist Biz 


Mexico City, May 10. 

Bargain sightseeing, thanks to the 
highest exchange rate in yezers, cur- 
rently around 4.10 pesos per dolla! 
(normal rates two for one), and 
natural and other beauties, are to be 
stressed by the Mexican government 
in a big publicit: drive in the U. S 
Purpose is to bring back the tourist 
biz, which after touching its high of 
151,000 trippers, mostly Americans, 


last year, has tapered off. 

Government figures that increased 
tourist biz will boost the republic's 
economic comeback, general biz be- 
ing rather at a low ebb, and enable 
it more quickly to indemnify the 
expropriated oil companies. Drive is 
also designed to counteract unfavor- 
able Mexican publicity north of the 
Big River that has scared off plenty 
visitors. 

Newspapers. mags and radio are to 
be widely used. 


G-B, ODEON MAY 
BOOK IN CO-OP 


London, May 1. 

Gaumont-Britisn and Odeon Cir- 
cuit, long at war for feature picture | 
bookings, are trying to reach an| 
amicable arrangement for booking. 
Barring clause will be removed, with 
big pictures to be shown concurrent- 
ly by both chains. 

Behind this move is the 
a new combo to be stronger than the 
John Maxwell outfit. But the pro- 
test is expected from exhibitors who | 
will claim the new deal is just a step 
by these two strong forces to create 
a monopoly and thereby obtain pref- 
erential treatment. 


idea of 


} 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


HICKS’ FINDINGS WILL 
DETERMINE PAR’S QUOTA 


Paramount apparently is set on 
plans for carrying out British quota 





| picture requirements under the new | 
| statute but they await the return of 


John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign sales 
chief, from Europe on May 23. 


|connected with Par in England. When | 
| he docks in N. Y. it will be the first | 
| time he has been in the U. S. since | 


he sailed for his South American 
trek and visit to Europe, Feb. 22, 


John Nathan’s Private 
| Sales Drive for Par 


} Buenos Aires, May 3. 

| John B. Nathan, general manager 
|of Paramount in Argentina and Uru- 
|; Zuay, is conducting a special drive 
| which secured him playing dates 
from a 


| ‘Ebb Tide,’ ‘True Confession,’ ‘Souls 
|} at Sea’ and Amapola del Camino.’ 


Besides these deals, filling nearly | ., 


| the 
, sales convention. 
oreign sales manager, also is here for | 


bout 50 cinemas for last week- | 
common. This is a bad situation be- | 94. Pictures shown were ‘Angel,’ 


‘Oscar Straus to Write 
Operetta, 2 Pic Scores 


Paris, May 3. 

Oscar Straus, who 
conduct an Austrian musical program 
on May 13, is to write an operetta 


1S 


which will have its premiere in 
|Paris. French adaptation will be 
done by Leopold Marchand and 


Albert Wiilemetz. 
Straus says that he has had two 


offers to write scores for French 


films and in all probab:lity will ac- | 


cept them. 


SQUELCH BREAK 
FROM QUOTA 
HOLDOUTS 





Unwavering opposition of major 
companies to the present New 
South Wales quota law was nearly 


broken up last week because one | 
company seemingly was set on go- 
ing ahead with quota production in 
ihe Aussie state. Reported that this | 
company was proceeding along lines 
to set up quota film-making because 
of tentative commitments made by 
representatives on the ground in 
Australia. 

It was only after several serious 
huddles at the Hays office that this 
company was swung back into line. | 
As result, the American picture 
industry will continue to hold off 
in complving with requirements of 
the New South Wales quoia law on 


uw 


the grounds that it is unconstitu- | 
tional. 
Haysians reported the situation 


unchangea. 


AUSSIE GOV'T OKAYS 
TIME’S REICH REE 


Sydney, April 25. 

Government Officials declined a re- 
quest of the German Consul-General 
to ban the local showing of March of 
Time's ‘Inside Nazi Germany’ reel. | 
Pic was spotted into Hoyts Century | 
an added feature to ‘Hurricane’ | 
(UA), and from the first day brought 
extra trade to the b.o. Reel is re- 
leased here by RKO. | 

Officials informed no way would 


as 


(Dr. Asmis) that in no way would 
the screening antagonize any fair- 
minded Australian against the Ger- | 
man nation, and that no ban was! 


necessary. | 


Some time ago, following such a 
request, the government banned per- 
formances of Clifford Odets’ 


a little theatre group. Banning 


in Paris to | 


| television 


| than 


| film stars. 
anti- | 
| Nazi play, ‘Until The Day I Die,’ by 

Hicks now is in London conferring | 
on final details and also on affairs | 


Avert Paris Pic Admissions War; 


Commish Nixes 


LEVEY’S 0. 0. 


Mono Rep Also Interested in British 
Televish 

Arthur Levey, British representa- 

tive for Monogram in England, who 








is associated with Oscar Deutsch the- | 


atres in a television enterprise, will 
examine several propositions made 
by Wall Street firms while in the 
U. S. He expects tc be back in New 
York in about a week from the Coast 
where he went after attending Mono- 
gram’s sales convention in Cincinnati. 

Levey is associated with Scophony. 
Ltd., which uses a mechanical optical] 


system. Sir Maurice Bonham Carter 


is chairman and Sir Solomon Sagal] | 


is managing director of the company, 
which has $1,500,000 capitalization. 
Company has a set selling for about 
$250 which is supposed to provide a 


| two-foot square screen image. 


Because of the small area to be 
covered in England, he figures thal 
is a lot closer on a com- 


mercial scale in that country today | 


would 
Great 


in U. S. His company 
install them in barrooms in 
Britain on a big scale. 


“MONEY TALKS 


FRAIL, LONDON 


London, May 10. 

‘Money Talks,” meandering French 
financial drama, opened at the Ly- 
ceum Wednesday (4), Looks very 
unlikely, 

Pelissiers’ ‘Follies’ opened at the 
Saville Thursday (5). Musical is 
bright and looks promising. 

‘As Husbands Go’ shuttered Sat- 
urday (7) at the Garrick after 16 
days. Wasn't regarded as likely. 

‘April Clouds’ to warehouse from 
Royalty theatre (7) after 16 days. 
Also considered doubtful. 

‘Three Blind Mice’ exited the York 
theatre (7) after 11 days. 


SS ., 


KATE DE NAGY’S ‘MUST’ 
REICH CONTRACT BID 


Paris, May 3. 


Evidently German Propaganda 


Minister Dr. Joseph Goebbels grabs | 


just what he wants, even in the way of 
Kate de Nagy, Hungari- 
an-born French picture actress. was 
called to Berlin this week by Goeb- 
bels to sign a contract to make four 


aroused indignation, but this time the | films for UFA before the end of the 


government is not risking any fur- 
ther public protests. 


Kent, Hutchinson In 


London for Convensh | 


London, May 10. 
Sidney Kent will dedicate the new | 
20th-Fox Pictures building here 
Thursday (12) on opening day of 
company’s three-day England | 
W. J. Hutchinson, | 


' 





dedicatory exercises and will pre- 
side at the annual sales confab. 

Both plan to sail for the U. S. the 
latter part of this month, 





n are due to arrive in N. Y. June 


| 
| 
Sidney Kent and W. J. Hutchin- | 


year. 
Complete terms of the contrat 
were not known when Mlle. de Nagy 


| left Paris, but she was guaranteed | 


that she would be able to continue 
making films in France. At present 
she intends making a pic in France 
after each German production. She 


| Says that the German offer was a 
surprise to her, although she made a | 
ago. | 


pic in Germany two years 
Since that time she has been work- 
ing in France. She is a French citi- 
zen by marriage. 





Publicity Trio Forms 
Shorts Producing Co. 


London, May 4. 
Three local publicity lads, affected 


“ | hoz . j rj ° ° ° . ; e} 7 
ness men and squawking because he | 20% Of all open B.A. cinemas with |} from attending sales meeting in , by changes in the picture business, 


has failed to obtain good bookings, | Par product, two other pictures of France and England. 
lish | the same company were screened at | 


Attitude of French and Eng 
film folks operating in New York is 
that if the $5,000 was added to the 
cost of a French production it might 
help to turn out a boxoffice produc- 
tion. Addition of 150,000 frances 
would materially better one of two 


French features. Sad commentary 


on this practice is that these Euro- | 


pean distribs could obtain just as 
good screenings for their product in 
New York fer $150 and 
costly jaunts to the U. S. This would 
enable them to get a good idea of the 
reaction to their product. 





AUTEN IN SYDNEY 
Sydney, May 10. 

Arrival here May 16 of Captain 
Harold Auten, Amcrican represen- 
tative of G. U. T., may in time 
strengthen that chain’s product set- 
up. At least that is what some of 
the locals hope. It is the first visit 
to Australia of Auten in the capacity 
ei a film business man. 


eliminate | 


| the same week in first-run houses of 
the Lococo circuit, ‘Buccaneer’ at the 
| Suipacha, and ‘Wells Fargo’ at the 


|Opera. Former is in its 


| stanza. 


} _— 


} 





Henry Sherek to N. Y.; 
| Meet Deval, 0.0. Shows 


London, Mav 4. 
| Henry Sherek sails May 18 
| by Jacques Deval, who is flying from 
| Hollywood to discuss his new play, 
| which Sherek intends to present in 
London. 

Sherek also intends to 0.0. most of 


the Broadway productions, with Lon- | 
Besides | 


don presentation in view. 
taking in several night clubs, to line 
up some talent for the four London 
night spots he operates. Will 


entire unit for the Dorchesier hotel. 


| Pamela Carne, in private life Mrs. 


; Henry Sherek, accompanies him. 


second | 


for , 
New York and will be met on arrival | 


also 
confer with N.T.G. and may book the | 





Current London Shows 


(With Dates When Opened) 


‘Fiench Without Tears,’ 
6, °26. 
‘George and Margaret,” Wyndhams— Feb, 


». "37 


Criterion—Nov. 


| «#Fousemaster.’ Aldwych—June 29, ‘37, 

| ‘Going Greek.’ Gaiety—Sept. 16, °37 
*Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 2, °37. 

| ‘f Killed Count,’ Duche Dec. 1, °37. 
‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace— Dec. 

16, ‘37 
Nine Sharp,® Tittle—Jan. 26, °38, 
‘The tsland.’ Comedy—Feb. 10, "38, 
‘Death on the Table.’ Mare %, "38 


iw 38, 
‘Onerette,’ His Matestv’s 


March 16, "Ss 

“Toss of a Coin,’ Vaudeville—Mareh 14 
aed 4 

‘Idiot’s Delight,” Apollo—March 22, °38, 
‘Power and Glory,’ Savoy—April &, 
‘Poison Pen,’ Shuftesburv—Arril 4 “3s, 
‘Wild Oats,’ Prince April 18, ‘38 
‘Elizabeth.’ Waymarket—April 20, ‘28, 
*Masaque of Kings. Gate—april 20 &, 
“Merchant of Venice,’ Queen's—April 21, 
"38, 

‘Ronana Pidge” Strand pril 2%, 
‘Insect Play,’ Playhouse—Agqiil U7, SX, 
‘Lady With Designs,’ Ambassador April | 

"e 

Money Talks. Lycenum—Mav 4, ‘8 
Velissier’s ‘Follies,’ Saville—May 6&6, “8, 


j act. 
| itol), 


Pian for a Hostess,’ St. Martin’s—March | 
oe 


jare getting together on a proposal 
| to supply British shorts to meet dis- 


tribs’ needs under the new quota 
Lads are Frank Shaw ‘ex-Cap- 
Jack Griggs (ex-RKO) and 
Monja Danischewsky (Capitol and 
Screen Pools). They already com- 


mand signature of Richard Goolden | 


| for series of family sketches he did 


|on B.B.C. programs under title of 
‘Mr. Penny.’ 

| Trio is also angling for services of 
la second top-rank radio personality, 
and has further lined up Phil Tan- 
nura for meg and camera. 


j 


Dave Blum in Paris 

Paris, May 10. 

Dave Blum, secretary of M-G-M 
|international department, arrived 
here today (Tuesday) from Italy. 
{He is in Europe on a tour of prin- 
cipal key cities studving methods 
and policy on dubbing and super- 
| imposing of titles. 
| Goes to London and Holland from 
here. Probably will shove off tor 
,U. S. late this month, 


Karly 


2d Run Plea 


Paris, May 3 

Cut-throat price cutting admission 
war has just been averted here by 
the intervention of the Mixed Com. 
mission appointed from members cf 
the house managers and distributorg 
organizations to regulate such 
putes, 





{ 


Cis- 


Leon Siritzky lowered the be, 
prices at his class A Olympia below 


these for houses of this category, 
agreed upon by the Commission and 
its adherents. Siritzky, operator of 
three of the larger houses in Puris, 
stated that he was forced to lower 
prices because distributors released 
films to B houses too soon after the 
first run. 

In many cases there is no more 
than a week before such release. Sir- 


itzky argued the public was perfectly 
willing to wait a week to see a film 
and further, that B houses were cash- 
ing in on A house publicity. 
To prevent such price wars, a 
mission was appointed 
| 1936, to govern 


come 
In October, 
classification “and 
prices to be charged for the 620 
houses in the Paris area. Commis- 
sion, which elected P. J. de Venloo 
president, and M. Aubier administra- 
tive secretary, is composed of three 
representatives of house directors 
and six representatives of distribut- 
ing organizations, both French and 
foreign. 


Classification was divided into iwo 
divisions, ‘exclusive’ and general] re- 
lease. Under the exclusive division 
there are three categories, first, sec- 
ond and third. Minimum prices for 
first were set at 30c. for Sundays, 
holidays and nights; 25c. for 
day matinees, and 20c. before noon 
and after midnight. Not more than 
one-third of the house was to be sold 
at these prices, the rest of the seats 
to be sold for at least five cents more. 

Siritzky was selling almost all of 
his house at these prices. Both ais- 
tributors and competitors raised a 
how! to the price commission. Sir- 
itzky made his plea, hung onto his 
low rates as long as he could, but 
was finally forced to raise his prices 


week- 


back to the established minimum. 
There have been complaints, how- 
ever, that Siritzky’s houses in the 


provinces have been slicing prices. 
And there the Commission has neo 
power to force him to stop. 


Jorge Suarez Replaces 
Carlos Arzeno in Chile 


Buenos Aires, May 3 

Guy P. Morgan, general manager 
of United Artists in Argentina, fiew 
to Santiago in order to appoint 
Jorge Suarez as new UA manager 
for Chile. Suarez was formerly with 
Metro in Chile and Uruguay. 

Suarez’ new job was hitherto held 
by Carlos Arzeno, 


‘Citadel’ Toppers Set 


London, Mav 10. 

Robert Donat was finally signa- 
tured for the lead in ‘The Citade),’ 
which Metro will produce at Den- 
ham studios, after some doubt 
whether M-G wouldn't prefer a Hol- 
}lywood personality. However, Brit- 
ish quota rule seemingly persuaded 
to spot the English player in the 
stellar part since ‘Citadel’ will be 
turned out here for quota credit by 
Metro. This-was imperative since 
Rosalind Russell is set as co-star 
and King Vidor to direct. 

Vidor arrived here about 10 @ays 
ago to inspect studios and line up 
facilities, 





Metro home office in N. Y. avers 
that Donat was the only male top- 
per considered for the lead in ‘Cita- 
del.” Miss Russell is now on her 
way to Europe but will go to Italy 
first before heading for London. 


London, Mav 2. 

Elizabeth Allan has served a writ 
on Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer British 
Productions, arising out of the cast- 
ing of Rosalind Russell for the role 
ot the doctor’s wife in ‘The Citadel’ 
On behalf of Miss Allan it is claimed 
her name was originally mentioned 
by the company for the feminine 
lead in the filmization. 

She claims damages, alleging less 
of publicity and breach of contract 
besides damage to her professione! 
, reputation, 
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Union Cinemas Lost $15,000,000 For 


2-Year Span; Equals Capital Stock: 


oO 


London, May 4. 
Since formation in December, 1936, 
Union Cinemas lost more than $15,- 
009,000, almost the equivalent of its 
issued caywital, according to a report 
from that date to the end of last year. 





Favor Cliffers 


Serials are big grossers in 
three major foreign markets— 
Brazil, Philippine Islands and 
India. 


TISH EMP 
859, REST SPL 


Totalitarian States Now Bar- 
ren to VU. S. Product— 
H’wood Trying to Re- 
capture South American 


aaa 


a] 























Reisman’s S. A. Hop 


Phil Reisman, RKO foreign v.p., 
sailed Saturday (7) for Rio de Ja- 
iciro on an extended trip through 


South America. H> expects to reach 


the Brazil metropolis May 20. Reis- 


F Long Struggle Looms on Grading; 
TT Exhibs Aggressive, Distribs Lay Low 


+ 


London, May 4 
In the continued battle on picture 
grading and rentals, the exhibitors 
are maintaining the offensive. Dis- 
tributors appear content to ward olf 
attacks They are maintaining an 
impassive front, although underneath 


he are > ‘ tte 
The cliffhangers appeal to Fi Id ny h Fil Chi f man may fiv from there to Bueno they are some what jittery 
Formed by Fred Bernhard to cen- that market, but there are othe: ieia-——Fr renc iims ie Aires for the premiere of Snow General impression is that unless 
tralize theatre interests, involving foreign territories where even Competish eg | mproved White.’ the distribs make an early offer the 


around 150 halls, the company was 
absorbed by John Maxwell a year 
ago and is now under management 
of Associated British. 

An interim report and accounting 
issued later partly revealed the situa- 
tion and at the annual stockholders’ 
meeting Maxwell advised stockhold- 
ers not to pass them. Complete re- 
sults are now available, following re- 
valuation of theatres and general re- 
accounting and stockholders’ will 
take them at a resumed meeting to- 
morrow (5). 

Major revelation in the report is 
a suspense account of $15,965,146, 
balancing assets to make a total of 
$28,841,300. In the interim consoli- 
dated statement of the company and 
subsidiaries latter figure then ap- 
peared at $35,290,935. Main item in 
suspense account, which the board 
indicated as totally worthless, is $10,- 
935,100, representing the amount by 
which properties acquired from 
liquidated companies had been writ- 
ten up. Others include over $2,500,- 
000 for deficiency in revaluation of 
theatres, and nearly $2,000,000 for de- 
ficiency on revalution of investments. 
Provision for legal actions against 
company and to cover abortive 
schemes, ete., is put at $450,000. Un- 
der revaluation by Harris and Gil- 
low, properties now appear on the 
account at $10,123,225. 


Other Items 

Issued capital stands at $16,325,130, 
and other liabilities include $1,783.- 
630 for loans and $6,511,714 for bank 
overdraft (secured by debenture of 
$7,500,000). Sundry creditors are put 
at $2,650,000 and profit and loss ac- 
count, after payment of $232,100 in 
pref. dividend, is $43,695. 








legitimate gunplay in cowboy 
pictures is tabu, because of a 
general nix on the use of fire- 
arms, 


GTU THREATENS 
GOVT. PROBE 
ON U.S. COS. 


Sydney, May 10. 
Greater Union Theatres is peti- 











tioning the Stevens government in 
New South Wales for an inquiry into 
the product stranglehold allegedly 
held by Hoyts’ chain, according to 
latest reports. Though G, U. T. has 
Universal and Republic programs 
for the coming season, plus some 
of Metro’s product, the scarcity of 
top features to buck Hoyts’ circuit 
already is being felt. 

Latest effort will be made to get 


the appointment of a commissioner 
to probe the situation through Great- 


er Union's rights before the Film, 


Board of Trade. Actual petition to 
the New South Wales government 
is not ready for release, but it is 
understood to mention 20th-Fox 
holdings in Hoyts as the ace in the 
hole charge, thereby carrying out 
previously voiced G. U. T. opinion 
that it is a case of American capital 


Quality, Low Budgets 


NAZIS FLIVVED 


Foreign film distribution executive 
has expressed himself, ‘I wondet 
how many in Hollyweod, and for 
that matter how many in the home 
yfYices, really appreciate how much 
the foreign market has dwindled in 
}recent years. Totalitarianism has 
removed what were formerly ‘gravy’ 
markets, and today the British Em- 
pire market ‘England, Australia, 
South Africa and the colonies) con- 
stitutes 85° of the American pic- 
ture producers’ foreign revenue. 
Other 15% is spread out among all 
the other nationals. 


‘Of this, we are trying to recap- 
ture the South American market. 
| That’s the next best thing. And we 
/almost lost that to France. 

‘Of all the foreign film producers,’ 
he continued, ‘France has been mak- 
ing the best strides. Frenchmen have 
finally solved the negative cost and 
turn out some good pictures at 
$80,000, and never go over $140,000 
to $150,000 per production. Result 
lis that they can recoup their nega- 
tive cost from the native market; all 
the rest is velvet.’ 


This film man emphasized that if 


Germany made the same cinematic ! 


strides in the Latin Americas as it has 
in its mercantile exports-—due to a 
beneficial product-swapping arrange- 
ment, with which the U. S. doesn’t 


want to bother—it would have that | 


|market, too. It so happens that in 
that period, the Argentine native 


throat tactics. 


esides Brazil, he will visit Chile, 
Peru and Panama before returning to 
the U. S. 


GAUCHO BELTS 
ANTI-GOUGIN 
PLAN 


Buenos Aires, May 1, 
An alliance, probably the first of 


i 


s kind ever to be formed among 


| competitive theatres, is now under 


full swing with the major houses of 


Rosario, The union, headed by Au- 


| gusto R. Fernandez, will strive to 


normalize exploitation and control 
admish prices and the number of pic- 
tures to be presented per program 
Agreement also extends into the con- 
trol of raffles and other means of ex- 
ploitation. 

Whole idea is to eliminate cut- 
Houses under the 
peace-pipe include the Rex Eches- 
ortu Palace, Rivadavia, Select Vic- 
toria, Olimpo and the Sarmiento, 


$700,600 Suit Vs. Par 
Qutgrowth of London 


exhibs will hold the advantage and 
the biggest film hire ‘attle in the 
history of the trade will end in vic- 
tory for the theatres. Only fear is, 
on the assumption nobody wins a 
war anyway, the public in the mean- 
time may have slipped away and the 
business will be in a state of col- 
lapse 
Indications 


prolonged. Some exhibs are pre 


are the struggle may 


paring for the fight to last well into 
the fall. Test of whether or not this 
is possible will come after current 
bookings have matured and new 
product goes to the theatres Ac- 
cording to the Films Act, pictures 
cannot be held back by distribs more 
than six months, so that normally a 
regular supply of program is as- 
sured. 

At this time, however, rather than 
lose out with pictures the exhibs 
may bar at present terms, distribs 
are withholding product from trade 
preview. Unless the output of those 
companies outside the fight is suffi- 
cient to meet theatre needs in late 
summer and early fall, there are 
likely to be serious gaps in the te- 
lease schedules. This must hit 
patronage. 

Gov’t May Intervene 

Believed the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. may carry a com- 
plaint to the government, and there 
is no secret this body is impatiently 
awaiting announcement by the 
Board of Trade of composition of the 
new Films Council under the Quota 
Act, so that this newly-created panel 
may possibly come in and arbitrate. 
If only because this course would 
give C.E.A. a powerful pull over 
K.R.S., exhibs are obviously keen 
to keep the fight going until the 


. . 
« 
_ ‘City’ comment refers to the situa~ against Australian, | talkers were a threat, but they out- Theatre Building Deai Films Council is announced—-now 
tion as ‘deplorable,’ ‘a sorry plight, Though it seems dubious that any- 'clambaked the American-type clam- ee expected to be inside of the next 
‘terrible’ and so on, and extremely thing much will eventuate from the bake musicals and hence the U. S. London. May 4, _ | two weeks. 
drastic reconstrucion is seen a5 IN- present attack on Hoyts, it now ap- | film came into its own again. . Witilatinn Mesias uae dati M ' ack Meantime, led by Arthur Jarratt 
evitable. There is, nevertheless, CoOmM- years that Greater Union will com-, However, of late, the French pic- | _ rem oe - Poe age. . and Sidney Bernstein, responsible 
, plete confidence in John Maxwell to »)3in to government officials that its tU"es are finding good response in a wy ctaala ec we . ’ sult DY CEA. speakers are campaigning the 
steers : how | ©; aie : wr : allt ers ay 2 > ertheimer 4 nancier : , ita 
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aud second preferred shares of £1 2!4 On the charge of partiality to apes settied for $260,000, the idea being ai he ceaiiient a 4 
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ee Liitc = c . « . | ; ate re ' *y ¢ 4 "s 
. : : : films were started. with seven get- with the late Ike Blumenthal, Par’s inspired by the fact the circuits are, 
. idjustment can be made which will | °°": , » general European executive, and Joe , 
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- Freach films a few years ago. up in the red, jlarger numbers as well as ti Hood Opens Daly paygie yng lbers 
€ LD PES Sage Slim business registered by “Lov-| French speaking countries such as fergo a course in voice training 
ers and Luggers’ (BEF) and ‘Bride } Belgium, Switzerland and cities in Hollywood, May 10. 
d PHIL REED TO ENGLAND Wore Red’ (M-G) anvparently set!) French Canada. Recently French Warners has selected ‘Robin Hood’ ‘20LA’ TABU IN ECUADOR 
7 Hollywood, May 19 Greater Union back plenty at the; films have also been seeping into | to open its reconstructed Daly thea- 
€ Philip Reed is going abroad for | State. Theatre is the key theatre in | England and America. This, com- | tre in London Oct, 15. . an = ; Quit », April 15 
work in English pictures the G. U. T. Sydney chain and if it | bined with b.o. returns staying on a Herbert Maier, construction chief Life of Emile Zola’ (WB) has been 
« David Niven and Brian Ahearne fails to show a agp chanc es of | fairly even keel at h ere has vad : - a xe sy ae : ill sail for — ce — = prt o- - uador, 
A ; > | tle @ ateri:z , duce ( mistic ut yng@lar ear q supervise ensors sti fe ‘lair 
. av also passing vacation in theic operating in the black are materially oo rd cers opts yppticnistic and pu aa mt see: tong , pred 14 “ate fn ie ie Ly nde pane, Claiming 
. honeland, sailing with Reed. reduced. them to work again. NE TEJUVENANON OL HE DIG I - ! i _ ; tary. 
































nt " 
rear eee es 


eng ee 


ER 
le $i 


“ 





Sane at 





14 











VA RIETY 











——_——_ 











Wednesday, May 11, 1938 














Wednesday, May 11, 1938 VARIETY 


BTN 9 geome 


From the famous Al- 
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HOLD THAT KISS 


Hollywood, May 10. 


release of John W. 
Features Maureen 


heroine but is killed shortly after 
the marriage. He may have been 
smart at that, in view of what ensues 
in his story. Edwards apparently is 
an ardent student of cinema dramas 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Censidine production, 





7 4 : at 2 r] >» tae 
O'Sullivun, Dennis O'Keefe. Mickey Rooney, | but he makes the mistake here of ‘Hold That Kiss’ (M-G). Picture — a good exploita 
: 2 tarbit Jessie Ralp directed b 4 ‘ Ses . oa = ye i © oS, 
aoe * = ag j ie pond = ceetcsts Hh trying to incorporate too many Lightweight film entry, pleas tion, do a deste gel ee ae 
Stanley Rauh; musical seore by Edward | familiar plots into one production. ant but undistinguished. ge ea 1 4 of no 
W: rd: camera, George Folsey; editor, Ben | After the much abused Anna Mas- ‘One Wild Night’ (20th). of the datos P \ $ this are to 
Lewis. asst, director, Dolph Zimmer. Pre- | ters «(Alice Moore) finds her baby Turns t to be very tame. A | private Cetective in on er ‘ 
viewed at Uptewn, L. A., May 6, "38S. Rune | iesing and accidentally kills her urns ou € bi . | identify the body of a girl called a 
a ah whe fing given it docile dualer. | suicide by the police. He manages to 
June Evans...... ...Maureen O'Sullivan | aunt, who admits having given it a Ww anid tn Geet tice 2 et ie eee ee tne 
Tommy Bradford ..Dennis O'Keefe | better home, she is sent up the river. oman Again prove, after — d Foster 
« i k, Evi ae ; Rooney A friendly attorney, supposed to be (Col). Minot melle: . spooled, that it A seerg oe apna —— 
wa yp ag Bees jessie Ralph | her new romance, secures a pardon. ‘Air Devils’ (U). Weakie ser- a oe hcg arog } “9 - os -” nd | 
MAE. SMOG 555 406 chs ei knyaeeal ssie Ri: : irae ; ; ae . , a Ren 
Ee casvndves ..Edward Ss. Brophy | As she strives to locate her missing | vice yarn with a Sgt. Quirt- s ag Foy bn ts ‘ 7 later Jn kK. pos 
x | : : 4 : " ~ > . - > rc a > 
alge * re teleala ahalaelae a Holden | child, the barrister is suddenly writ- Capt. Flagg twist and South Sea ? yd mr “at Pi jvoanll vegan thans 
Steve Evans....... sane se Sees ten out of script and a new series of locale a ds con: . e bs : = . : a - > , 
opened cheap "TT" ** pt cneit Parker | Characters introduced. There is a ‘utes Mie? (6G), Leurel .two are the acting standouts of the 
Steve Evans. oo) rank Albertson | phoney detective agency she hires to | ee eee e “nae film. " 
-_—— locate the missing infant. a raid ona Hardyer that won't be missed. Thomas Jackson as the not so 
é sing ant. a ri ; ‘ , 
j j 7 ; ary Nn: akes for “Le Mer ue’ (U P Ss ¥ ‘er ioes ;: excel- 
An amusing little farce rather cap- | ‘blind pig’ nitery that takes the for- ‘Lady in Ge Merge — gene Pao . Bey Ys dies 
ably played and swiftly paced which | lorn Anna to jail, and a haphazard Well produced whodunit. en = yo or ing al ~ i “ 
qualifies for the secondary spot in| kidnap dragged in so that Ralph ‘Overland Express’ (Col). the - 7S or a Se = 
the double bills. Its drawing ability | Forbes (the kindly lawyer) can come Historical western with Buck are Gordon Ellio al 


back to strut before the jurors. Too 


is limited to the pull in the names of ( 
many variegated plot threads, mis- | 


Maureen O'Sullivan, Mickey Rooney | 
and Dennis O’Keefe, who impressed 


recently in ‘The Bad Man of Brim- | cripple the film’s chances. 


stone.’ Ralph Forbes is good when given 
There is some freshness in the | a chance. I 
treatment of a familiar comedy plot. | Alice Joyce and Tom Moore, shows 


Working girl believes a young man | possibilities but suffers from stilted 


| 





| of well timed laughs. It misses dis- 
| tinction, however, in that the story Is 


casting, uneven direction and acting | 


Miniature Reviews 


Jones in one of his better roles. 











| withal contriving to thwart the pesky | 





native plotters. Naturally neither | 


Alice Moore, daughter of | gets the girl at the end—it seems 


she really loved another guy all the 
time. 


‘so complicated that the guilty party 
becomes too obscure and has been 


overly forgotten by the audience. | 


racketeers played by Joseph Down- 
ing and James Robbins. Women in 
the film are subordinated to the men 
in the east, Patricia Ellis the 
leading femme fulfills that role ade- 
quately. Barbara Pepper gets more 
opportunity to show and is okay as 
the gangster’s moll. 


as 


; ; 
she meets at a wedding reception to | direction and goshawful situations.| Aj] this is given a brushoff pro-| , Interest is ' — throughout 
H . a<¢ > } <PveaATra , . | . s . = . . . y ‘ , 20 Ss 
be of a wealthy family, while the | She has been in several other fea- | quction treatment. Direction is rou- he bs goon ee ling of = go 
boy makes the same mistake about | tures but never as importantly cast. | tine and there are the usual quickie |@"@ "’m lies tio a al merit for the 
the girl. Each masquerades during Sylvia Welsh, as the child, is okay. | incongruities. Flying stuff is skimped. | OvVercomplication of p ot. 
a courtship, until exposure brings Grant MacDonald supplies a refresh- | Larry Blake and Dick Purcell play | a7. 
them down to earth. It’s all been |ing characterization though given lit- | the ‘rival leads in the not-quite- | oq 
done before with variations, but Ed- tle to do, Collette Lyons, as Patsy, | grown-up fashion that seems to be | OVERLAND EXPRESS 
win L. Marin in his direction car- | Wise-cracking night club pal of Anna, | required. Beryl Wallace kas the | Columbia release of T.. G. Leonard pr 
A : . 1 ‘ 7 : j - P | dumbix ‘leas »f ; eonar roe 
ries the thin thread of plot to a satis- | Supplies some of the sprighther mo- | jgoks a couple of marooned seldiers | gyciion. Stars Huck Jenes: features * a 
factory finish. Good supporting per- | ments would appreciate. She isn't called jorie Reynolds, Carlyle Moore. Directed b 
formances by George Barbier, Jessie Dialog is pretty sad, photography | on for any acting. Mamo Clark is et rs “ee Milfo = ine 
=f > - * . 7 - } » » en > car 4 ty siiitora: WS) ‘ 
Ralph and Frank Albertson hold up | 'S Uneven. Wear. | fairly decorative and emotes briefly sca Kilenyi: Poepracc ton Sg tee 
the interest over the weak spots. wiles tei ieee 'as a torrid South Sea belle. Others | At Central, N. dual, week April 6 
Film could have profited with more |} are routine. There’s a mildly arous- |"8. Running time, 54 mins 
Film eo E winmere; Remence on the Run | se routes. Th a | Beck iamnen...:-. | —— 
of Mickey Rooney, who is coming ing barroom brawl. Siete tumeiing SE eggs lst 
along fast with each succeeding ap- (WITH SONGS) | Footage (70 minutes) is too long |'pom. Furness... .... co Saelotae aieara 
yearance. Boy has something for Republic release of Herman Schlom pro- | for second-shelf dualling, but since | William Hawley.......... Matson Williams 
: & i F I ld Wood 
auctho “eulures ronale oods ‘atric oa? . . n 7 « lliar ’ 
the customers and knows how to sell | (iis "Grace Eeadles, Diveel Le Gu# | it’s all pretty trivial, it could be ee css eoeess: Witla Arnel 
; - he iad he teats F 4 US | : m J 4 ( TPOCTOV... wc ecccceccccces a ely 
it Meins, Screenplay, Jack Townley; story, | trimmed almost anywhere to fit re- | QV Cana Wilson on Guainaans 
Romance between Miss O’Sullivan | Eric Tavlor; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, | quirements. And if cut sufficiently. | Adams Ben Taggart 
and O'Keefe has its moments. They oon pac Mey hp sine Se ae "| it might slip by an audience *'™st | — _ 
li ibe; songs, Jae ai rence, eter in- . . 
play cleverly a scene at a dog show | turim. Reviewed in Projection Room, N, | Unnoticed. Hobe. Buck Jones really rides again in 
when Barbier gives the penniless! Y.. May 5. ’38. Runuing time, 68 mins. | <a Ye Te 
youth a prize-winning St. Bernard, Barry ital@. sischsecetnss Donald Woods | Overland Express. He probably 
and O’Keefe in a gesture of gener-| jit, sinent | Grace i a | SWISS MISS traverses more cinematic miles in 
Osity passes his gift to Miss O’Sul- | Whitey...............4.. Edward Brophy | 'this new oatser than he has in his 
livan. Thereafter the dog, which is; Eckhart......... -Willlam Demarest | (WITH SONGS) thre “evious stangers. Film is 
almost as big as the actress plays an Cooper enue et. Wo woke eee ee Craig Reynolds } eee = 0 inree previous mustangers, iim 4S 
: § as SS, Plays AN! Ridgewayv.........0 0. eecee hndrew Sombes Hollywood, May 10. ‘ end "4 
important role in the story, although | Happy Drunk............ 00... Bert Roach Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hal |an up-to-date version of thundering 
the cost of his upkeep nearly breaks | Pappy Hatfield...........4. Leon Weaver | Roach production; associate produccr, S. S. | hoofs, headlong riding and combative 
the girl's familv F ORY oak s.geteeee ens wee Edwin Maxwell | Van Keuren. Stars Stan Laurel and Oliver | igi hie 
‘Hold That Kise’ ill get k ‘ith P PION Acs 5 manent vanes masale Granville Bates | Hardy. Directed by John G. Blystone; |Injuns. It is intended to show how 
1: "a oe WHEl BOS OF WITA | Dolly... ..5.5.000scseersesss Jean Joyce | story by Jean Negulesco and Charles Rog- | those pony express riders developed 
sudiences that like light enterfain- | Ma Hatfield....... Georgia Simmons | ers; screenplay, James Parrott, Felix Adler : 2. Sa; a cet, “he 
ment Flin piebii ais and Charles Nelson: camera, Norbert Bro- |/Mto the U. S. postal service, but only 
—- ‘Romance on the Run’ leads the | dime and Art Lloyd; effects, Roy Seabright; | feebly carries out this thought. 

; : F miei sditor, Bert Jorda songs, Arthur Quencer | y *k . Ss -asures j 
laudience a merry chase, one with | *i!ter;, Bert Jordan: songs, Arthur Quencer | New Buck Jones measures up with 
porreee age and Phil Charig; musical director, Marvin | other recent prairie mellers, though 

ONE WILD NIGHT | which it can never catch up. Medio- | Hatley; dancer, Val Raset. Previewed at Gunning tel a gag oe i a fn 
lecre direction and poor story rate this | Alexander, Glendale, May 3s, ‘38. Running | * owing im = a minimum 0 ne 
; ) esas geo : Peer ong seta sini 
Hollywood, May 10. jas a minor dualer. ee eee Siieiete — hand-to-hand physical com 
bp fT . ~.Kayr releacc - : " Ginn oli AAUTOL. ceccccccccscesceseseses imseé ats. 
nl ee i — ee Cast, headed by Donald Woods, | oliver tardy... .. Himself | °F, ble concerns itself with the i 
noduction, reatures . > a , ick . ae : Rete Cis Se a eee nT ee ee ene | a se , e 
Baldwin, Lyle Talbot. Directed by’ Bugene |Patricia Ellis, Grace Bradley and | Anna Albert...... kadai tis Sela tink |. Seen eee on al ee 
Forde. ‘Screenplay by Charles Beldon and |Edward Brophy, tries hard, but | Victor Albert......... Walter Woolf King | @uguration of the initial pony Cxpress 
Jerry Cady; story by Edwin Dial Torger- | futilely, in this yarn about jewel | (iwtt@-.-e------+ RE ge Mer ec pedro “yr 2 _~ ee br Cali- 
oO cu re iP , ivis: e« Nick e . i “te ° Cee eeeceses ‘ eneizo or ‘ *ts > aras s - 
ection tmatie Sa eel heer Nick Ve |thieves and their now-you've-got-it- | Factory Prop........ oe... ..Charles Judels | en ~ a ant uaa ae adeitions 
* Uptow i; hss A., May 4, ‘38, Running | NOW-you-haven't theme, If it weren’t | Luigi..... .Ludevico ‘Temarehio | COUN a i _ aon ae ge a 
time, 6% mins |for Brophy it would be considerably | Marleo aos pvcwne 10 ses eaeretl lean DeBriae | and rivals, operators of the stage 
. ifer > ang Mere rr eee ‘ -George Sore j < ar ’ } i y 4 
(amet ' Te ~ errr Teer Tee oo — pane worse. Comedian plays a yegg | a a : Beste a oor are shown oe with 
U BMecetesescecveeces Pe ha ru te ! i ° ° | Mee eese Serr ece et eneseos ‘ “ ae ‘ ¢ 4 4 7 , "Ce SSe- 
time aa............... Lyle Talbot | turned valet and, despite bad lines, | aaninaaadl re fan ae to 7 ge the aaa tee 
Norman......... J. Edward Bromberg | manages to get laughs anyway. | Just s Aller-in and not o very sood ul operation of the pony line be- 
Lawton, .....020054. ..++..Sidney Toler | Story is so bizarre at ti ; that i : ' 75 cause it means the loss of the valu- 
. y. y is s zarre at times that it | ; : 
Chief Nolan ....-Andrew Tombes | ._ ee : “Se | one. Some chuckles from Laurel and | able mail-carrying contract. But, per 
Editor Collins Wm. Demarest |@SSumes ludicrous proportions. It | | Buck D J ‘ 
BSeccscccssccscsse ° é | . . . © r . “Vy . ~4i 4 sUsé < is * 2S “< = 
To epg eens aa Romaine Callender | runs from the nitery life of the big | Hardy, but story, production, acting | Usual, iL. gin toy Piss 
Mrs. Halliday. ....sseeeeees «-+-Jan Duggan | city to the hills of Kentucky and | and direction suggest a revival of | GUETS 4, Even MMhough Ae makes an 
Lem Halliday. ........+..-Spencer Charters | it.” eorn-cobbing, revenooer-suspect- screen hossback ride of about 600 
PPOWOT Gh isi races sccvesserers Harlan Briggs | -* ’ pene early sound filmusicals presented | miles with hardly a pause. 


ing denizens. When Grace Bradley 





Very little to recommend this one. |2nd Craig Reynolds pilfer some 
Just a light B which will flit among | jewels, the chase begins. Woods 


|plays a private dick, employed by 
{the insurance company to recover 
, the gems. 

| Professionally and romantically 
|Woods teams ultimately with Miss 
| Ellis in tracking down the culprits. 
| Woods does as well as might be ex- 
| pected, though he’s not very believ- 
able as the gay, carefree sleuth, 
| probably because the role is so dis- 
associated with his past, serious por- 
jtrayals. Miss Ellis, who recently re- 
|turned from England picture-mak- 
jing, is excellent. She’s back to bru- 
net tresses now. 

| Songs by Jack Lawrence and Peter 
Tinturin, and.sung by Miss Bradley 
as a cafe warbler, aren't distinctive, 
|merely serving to enhance a nitery 


the duals. Melodramatic story treats 
of extortion and kidnaping, with a 
boy detective and a femme newspa- 
per reporter uncovering the crimes. 
It all turns out to be a hoax. 

Names possessing any marquee ap- 
peal are lacking, although there are 
£ome experienced players in the cast, 
including June Lang, Dick Baldwin, 
Lyle Talbot, J. Edward Bromberg, 
Sidney Toler, Andrcw Tombes and 
William Demarest. 

Yarn is laid in a small town. Four 
citizens tired of it all and eager for 
a vacation plot their own kidnap- 
ings. in order to escape from their | 
wives. One of the group, the vil- 
Jage banker, double-crosses the oth- 








with stage technique. Of little box- 
office value, except for the children 
on Friday nights and Saturday mats. | 

Comedy team turns up at a Swiss | 
mountain resort with mouse-traps | 
for sale, on the theory that cheese | 
makers must be bothered by rodents. 
Rumored for years that Tony Pastor 
tossed out an act that pulled that | 
one a generation ago. Defense was | 
that he first heard it from his grand- 


Jones, for a change, devotes all his 
efforts to acting. It’s a shift for the 
better. Considerable strain on his 
histrionics when he has to act as 
chairman at a board mecting, but 
once he swings into the saddle, 
things move along in happier vein. 
Marjorie Reynolds, winsome addi- 
tion from radio, shows some merit in 
a slight romantic role. Carlyle 
Moore is a satisfying juve. Others 
in western type roles include Lou 


father. ‘Kelly, Matson Williams, William 
| Other characters are an operetta | Arnold and Ben Taggart. 

| composer, who is in hiding; his prima | Picture becomes tedious through 
| donna wife, who masquerades as a ,continued shots of racing pony 


| hotel chambermaid and sings in the 
| Village fiesta; an irate chef. a hotel 
| keeper with a Yorkville dialect, and | don’t jibe with groups actually used 


a stuttering valet. There also are 
peasants who sing and dance hesi- 





riders. Couple of Injun-on-warpath 
sequences drag in library clips that 


|in production. Film is nicely scored 
Wear. 


; with characteristic dialog. 
ers and steals the ransom money. |" tt tantly. Most pleasing views on the | . cnneibiniaiats 
li’s a phoney story. setting. screen are some stock shots of snow- | 
With very little to work from, Eu- iano decked Alpine peaks used for ; Ww 
: is or at- 
gene Forde tries to develop some AIR DEVILS mospheric purposes. - LONELY HITE SAIL 
suspense in his direction. There's a Sntveveit ‘cietan ab Gees Gaee iecbiee Della Lind, Viennese singer, is un- (RUSSIAN MADE) 
lot of gunplay, but no one is shot. tion: associate producer, Paul Malvern. happily cast as . the prima donna. Amkino release of Soyuzdetfilm (Moscow) 
Even the author escapes. Flin. Features Larry Blake, Dick Purcell, Di- | Walter Woolf King deserves better | production, Directed by Vladimir Legoshin. 
—_—_— rected by John Rawlins, Original stery, | than what was handed him. and Eric | Besed on novel by Valentin Katayev; sce- 
Harold Buckley; screen play, Buckley and . ar 4s . navist, Valentin Katayev: score, M. Raukh- 
W A 4 t W. ld | George Wagener: camra, Harry Neumann, erty and Char les Judels do their verger: camera. B. Monastirdki. At Cameo, 
oman gains or | Reviewed in Projection Room, N, Y., May est with mediocre material. Bly- | N. Y.; week May &. ‘3%. Running time, 
Columbia release of Lew Golder produce | *: ‘#8. Running time, 70 mins. stone's direction is bad. | 8% mins, 
a Meee Rae wiles ak’ ates | Heresahee VAMOOWRSeEaRT ESS EESECS ; Larry Blake ‘Swiss Miss’ misses by a mile and | Sane PE eo eee Cree ..» Teor Rut 
Loo iree hv avid S$ , Screens gi: rrr rrrrTerertere re Ys i tek ree , s sy: i) Serr errrere Terere re ete fo oris Runge 
siae ‘e ede 7 tienda: dims eaitor, A il. | Marcia Bradford........+ . Beryl Wallace a furlong. Flin. | todion ZAhekov...... .. Alexander Melnikov 
Mar Pry ead Gatnare. Sawwd Watives oeidk | UBIO. 6650 caves cecsnisccaeseel Mamo Clark | ~~ Be eerie rr tre Svetlana Priadilova 
William Beckwa3 AL ntrat N. ¥ dual | Mordant Charles Brokaw | | Faves 2 phpan ira, Belshahova 
ek May 6. °3! : ine time. G6 mina, | Mies Price....--scsccccssee Minerva Urecat |! 4 , eee BOP <vsvices coccccsees Plotntkoy 
ae ry ~velg X. Running gc For i | Capt, Hawthorme.. iocscccces Forbes Murray | Lady In the Morgue | Grandfather... .. ate sees I. Peltse) 
Anna Musters LOSS ABER Alice Moore | HOlO.. cee eee eee e eee ween eeee Paul suiton | Universal release of Irving Starr produc. | Terentl......-..csceesees ese A, Chekayevski 
Johnny Masiers........0«.. Edgar Edw wrds | Walker... cee cece cence eee eees LeRoy Mason | tion, Stars Preston Foster: features Patricia | Petia’s Father reese BL Nikitin 
Patsy. cs Sig aang fa Collette I naehe | Dom Mahaee..ccccccssccce ..Al Kikume | Ellis, rank Jenks, Barbara Pepper, | Madame..... Mine, Storozhenke 
esa iage "aga aaa Al tac Svivia Welsh | President. ...-ceeeeeeeee need Michael Visarof€ | Thomas Jackson, Rollo Lloyd. Directed by | Captain, ; M. Liarov 
y oe = or ae + 0 tt eee. terme TG. DOMMINEG: oct cccccticsseeses silly Wayne | Otis Garreit. Adapted by Evie Taylor and | Iya Rerisovieh DD. Seg; 
Mi. Plamen bmane PEs George Hallett | ee | Robertson White from novel by Jonathan | Police Officer... DP. S.arkovski 
Detective Flavin..........: lames Meirath Dud potboiler for banknite duals. | Latimer; eamera, Stanley Cortez. At Globe, ere 
hon wast Bape ; : . ; IN, Y., dual, week May 7,- '38 Ku y : a om : 
| wane, OS DA ace dale Grant Macdonld It's class C all the way—production, | tine, Fo wins = 7 = (In Russian, with English Titles) 
oo | a ee ee 2 eae a ee ee rt , s ‘ae . . , ~~ . . 
ets. MOIR. ccrscescccesessaeees Harry Hoey | Writing, marquee rating, acting and a COANE. 00 cc cccscccstoes Preston Foster Somewhat indirectly, Russia offers 
Mis. M Sincaskepresananeaeers Enid Cole | the rest. Merely a quick combine of | Mrs. Sam Tayler .-Patricia Ellis |, ‘ in? 3 . 
ne teeten ee Riieeice meee eae > sca eam ludi Doc Williams rank Jenks |2nother ‘Potemkin’ incident, but 
WE JUGZE. cece ee eee eens teginale inchs | several familiar formulas, including | Kay Renshaw Barbara Popper | isn’t particularly salty | Pri 
ar the Set. Quirt-Capt. Flagg biz. skull- ! strom ne tka to ee ee CS rin- 
‘Woman Against the World’ takes | duggerv in the South Seas and the | Cor net . Sues die eeeta Rollo Lileyd cipal appeal wil! be due to the ex- 
off 2s a romance, turns heavily good old military esprit de corps | Chauncey Courthin - Gordon Elliott |ceptionally good performances. Rabid 
mother-love story, develops into a. tthis time the fiving service). freed eee — elle | Russian partisans may become emo- 
4 . . . ° i ’ . Josey owning gtd 
prison drama, abruptly swerves into Yarn might have been written 1 | Frankie French James Rebbins | UOnal about this picture, but it’s 
a night club fable, drags in the} one of those legendary Hollywood | leyman ...... ~ Morgan Wallace | Chiefly for this kind of trade, even 
snatch plot. also a courtroom scene. | story conferences. It creaks with | “piizy ......... \l dtl! | though there are English titles. 
and then aimlessly fades out on an! banal plot mechanics. Underneath poe nereal > sade deans | There is no love interest. and 
absurd child-mother separation | their snarling rivalry. Larry Blake | axi priver. J 0 Don Erwie | there’s too much of the revolution 
which is likely to make one wonder | and Dick Purcell have a rough and j Colonel Black... 6.66. eee eee ees Gordon Hart | stuff. 
what the wuthor and producer were | ready affection for each other. But | mei From indications, it’s one of the 
eitempting to prove. | being big manly hombres they alter- | Crime Club whodunit is easily | most expensively made films out of 
Fdgar Edwards is credited as/nate in double-crossing each other | superior to the average run of film. | Russia, Plenty of mob siuff and the 
eacreenplay author. He's in the pic- | into the doghouse. stealing each oth- | It has in addition to capable acting | period nature of the plot reouires 
ture early as the husband of the 'er’s gals, trading hay-makers and ‘and directing « substantial number ! considerable costuming. Shan. 


it | 
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Fighting Devil Dogs 
| (SERIAL) 





} Republic release of serial in 12 chapters: 
produced by Rebert Beche. Directed ty 
Jobn English and Willlam Witney. Screen 
play Barry Shipman, Franklyn } 
Ronald Davidson and Sol Shor; 

William Nobles; editors, Helene 

Edward ‘Told; musical director, J 
Coiumbe. Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., May 5. '38. Running time, 30 mins, 
Ce. ae Gee, ages awknes dens Lee Powell 
gy ls £4) PPC Pere Ter erro re Herman Bix 

Pt See CEE E ETT ecoeee-Kleanor Stewart 
General White..........+e.-Moniagu lave 
J 2), Sra ere a Hlugh Sothern 
ce Se are ...S8am Flint 
Bie Tea oi ck cccencsves Fhe Lightning 

Be) PAPI TTT TTT Tee eee Perry Ivins 
BOONOON. 6.655 6b 606040008 60000% Forrest Tayler 

EN ee koe ae as gia ce John Picerri 
Jofinson..... eS ecesseetecees Carleton Young 
Elm WIR ccnccssccccecsevece John Dewvidsen 
Bar HedMR. ccccccccccescetess Henry Othe 
PUY Ol. 6000 ones éeevesees eeenee Keed Howes 
3, er era er ey ee fom Londen 
DEED oc kc cobnsentutunees seeds Kdmund Cobb 
Mac r te eeea osee \lan Grease 
loda oeestece . ee \llan Mathews 


Republic Pictures has recruited 
the marines for this 12-chapter serial 
and they've got the situation well in 
First chapter is fast-moving, 
aided by good direction, though con- 
siderably hypoed with the question- 
able fancies of the scripiers. How- 
ever, it's only a kid appealer, for 
whom it’s aimed. 

t deals with the Devil Dogs In the 
tropics and their fight against a men- 


] 
hand. 


ace, called The Lightning, whose 
electrical, death-dealing device has 
become the terror of the area. He 


appears occasionally, completely 


garbed in black, and masked. The 
device does its damage with a pro- 
jectile that may strike a building, or 
even a ship, and kill their occu- 
pants. 


+ 
4 


There's a big cast headed by Lee 
Powell, Herman Brix, Eleanor Stew- 
art and Montagu Love. Also, a sug- 
gestion of romance in the initialer 
between Powell and Miss Stewart. 


Secret of Treasure Island 


(SERIAL) 

Columbia release of Adventure Serinlse 
Louis Weiss production, Stars Don Terry. 
Directed by Eliner Clifton, Story, L. Reon 
Hubbard; screenplay, George Reosener, 
Elmer Clifton and George Merrick: camera 
Edward Linden, Herman Schopp: editer, 
Karl Turner dialox, George Reosener At 
Varsity, Lineoln, with triple bill, Running 
time, 20 mins (first episode); 15 chapters 
RE MUN Cs att ineecdseees KEbe SS Don Terry 
ZONE BEOPTOH i vcd ov cceccina Gwen Gauze 
Grindley.... wer. Withers 
Doctor N Hobart Bosworth 
Westmore...... .William Farnom 
Collins.. ‘ sek eatwed ee .Walter Miller 
CAR COUGtIs 6k ib ae eedee George Rosener 
SE Meccctneesenebeareeee Dave O'Brien 
Dree ‘ . : erree -Yakima Cannutt 
Captain Tom Faxton ..-Warner Richmend 
DEED. . 6 tcaeeetsaanabun William Revie 
Aan --e. Sandra = Karina 
oy PEPE Cee tre eee eee ... Joe Caits 
Hawkine . ... Colin Campbell 
Protesser Patrick J. Keily 


A 15-weeker, ‘Secret of Treasure 


Island,’ is stuffed with fist-fighting, 
rough and tumble. action, and 


enough fright ingredients to keep the 
kids coming back for each episode. 
Don Terry, built up by Columbia's 
{action product into a first-class fist 
swinger, gets into the thick of every 
struggle in the film and he handles 
the opposition with some back- 
breaking routines. 

The story covers a hidden treasure 
search which had gone on for cen- 
turies, but after a short flashback is 
| brought to the present day. News- 
| paper editor has a bug to find out 
| the secret of the island, and Qis- 
patches one reporter who never re- 
| turns, so he puts the job on Terry. 
| Waterfront postal clerk, a girl, is 
fo-ced into making a trip to the is- 
land at the same time. Turns out 
the place is operated by Walter Mii- 
ler, who has all approaches mined 
for protection, while he hunts the 
treasure, 

Figuring most heavily in the story 
is Gwen Gaze, the heir apparent to 
the treasure and femme white hope 
of the story; Grant Withers, muscle 
man for Miller; Hobart Bosworth, 
imprisoned doctor, and Yakima Ca- 


nutt, island hoodlum. Over them 
all Don Terry is the big push. 
Has many good suspensions to 


hang chapter closes on and many of 
the episodal titles are attractive. Will 
|prove a good biz bet in action 
houses, Barn. 





STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Kurt Neumann signed new con- 
ract with Paramount as director. 
Don Eitlinger’s writer option taken 
up at 20th-Fox for another year. 
Karl Freund signed to term con- 
tract as cameraman at 20th-Fox. 
David Hempstead’s writer-producer 
option picked up by 20th-Fox. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Warners switched ‘In Everv Wom- 
an’s Life’ back to ‘My Bill,’ its ovig- 
Iinsl title. 

Paramount switched ‘Beneath 
Western Skies’ to ‘Pride of the West.’ 

‘Beauty and the Beach’ is new 
handle tor Paramount's ‘Avalon,’ 

RKO re-tagged ‘Muddled Del’ as 
| ‘Blonde Cheat’ and ‘Beauty Racket’ 
as ‘Beauty for the Asking.’ 

Progressive changed ‘Scandal 
House’ to ‘Slander House’ and *Wiy- 
ward Daughters’ to ‘Rebellious 
| Daughters,’ 
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british Theatre 


Owners Calling 
Hollywood Producers 

















Again 


More about the secret grading scheme we, the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Association of Great Britian, exposed in 
our first protest last week—how your London distributing 
agents are putting your feature film into two quality— 
and—price classes labelled A and B. 


Already 155 of your feature films have been de-graded 
into the B class—the lower brackets. 


Your best foreign market is being tangled up by your Lon- 
don distributors playing amateur politics through their 
Kinematograph Renters Society. 


But Twentieth Century-Fox and Universal do not acknowl- 
edge this dictatorship of the Kinematograph Renters So- 
ciety. They are in the happy position of being able to 
book their films to British exhibitors free from the "help" 
of the rival distributors represented bythe Kinematograph 
Renters Society selling combine. 


As we stressed before the methods of this selling combine cannot but 
decrease your share, our share, and reduce box office receipts. 


Issued by the 


CINEMATOGRAPH EXHIBITORS ASSOCIATION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


21 Panton Street 
London S. W. 
England 
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| Thanks, to 


you all! 
CLARK GABLE 
MYRNA LOY 
SPENCER TRACY 
in Victor Fleming's Production 
of “TEST PILOT” with Lionel 
Borrymore + Screen Play 
by Vincent Lawrence and 
Waldemar Young - Original 
Story by Frank Wead 
Directed by Victor Fleming 
Produced by Louis D. Lighton 








New York, N.Y.” 
New Haven, Conn. ©. 
Milwaukee, Wisc. . . 


Portland, Ore. . 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Detroit, Mich. . 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Worcester, Mass. . 
Dallas, Texas .. 
Hartford, Conn. . 
Galveston, Texas 
Miami Beach, Fla. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Louisville, Ky. . 
St. Louis, Mo. . 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Houston, Texas 
Nashville, Tenn. . 
New Orleans, La. 
Columbus, Ohio . 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


Philadelphia, Pa...» . 


‘Capital «a ss 
Poli to College . 
Wisconsin: “s . 4 
Stanley... hy « 
United Artists. 
Warfteld i082: 
.U. A. to Madison 
Albee to Capitol. 
_Great Lakes ¥=,°. 
Poli to Elm St. 4 
Palace to Tower . a «: 
Poli to Palace . . 
Martini, 
Sheridan , 
Palace. . 
.Midland . 
Loews 
Loew's, 
.Grand ,-. 

State 

Vendome 


. State 
Ohio 
State, 
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The Sky’s the Limit! “Test Pilot” is the greatest 
\ extended run clean-up of years! 


. Four weeks 
. Two weeks 
. Two weeks 
. . Two weeks 


. « a + Three weeks 


. Two weeks 


_-. Three weeks 


. - Three weeks 
... .. Two weeks 
. Two weeks 
. Two weeks 
. 4 . Three weeks 
. Extended 
_Extended 
_Two weeks 
.Two weeks 
.Two weeks 
Two weeks 
-Two weeks 
_Two weeks 
_Two weeks 
_Two weeks 
Two weeks 
Two weeks 


—= 


4 Weeks! 
3 Weeks! 
2 Weeks! 
Extra Days! 


Everybody’s 


Oklahoma City , Criterion to Tower . . Two weeks 
Providence, R. I. . .Loew’s . Two weeks 
Richmond, Va. AMOWS «6 ew . . lwo weeks 
Boston, Mass. , . . . . .State&’ Orpheum .. . .. Two weeks 
(Day and Date, virtually 4 weeks!) 

Wilmington, Del. _Loew’s , . Two weeks 
Reading, Pa. . , Colonial . . Two weeks 
Baltimore, Md. Century . Two weeks 
Harrisburg, Pa... Regent . . [wo weeks 
“. Rochester, N.Y. . .Loew’s . Two weeks 
- Dayton, Ohio... . .Loew”s . Two weeks 
Omaha, Nebraska . , .Omaha . [wo weeks 
Spokane, Wash. . . , . .State , . Two weeks 


Washington; D.C... . , .Palace. . . . [wo weeks 
Chicago, Ih. United Artists . . lwo weeks 

St. Paul; Minn. _.. . Paramount .11 days 

Minneapolis, Minn.’ . .- . State _ . Two weeks 

Cleveland, Ohio. . . . . State to Stillman . . [wo weeks 

Salt Lake City, Utah... . Paramount . + + « «Ll Wwo weeks 

State & Chinese 
Los Angeles, Cal. to Uk Ae Wilshire f .. Three weeks 


(Day and Date, virtually 6 weeks!) 
.Paramount to Blue Mouse 
.Valentine . ,, 


Seattle, Wash. , 
Toledo, Ohio 


_Three weeks 
. Two weeks 
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ALLED WAGNER 
AGT VIOLATORS 


May Demand Citation Be- 
fore Labor Board— 
Charge Attempt to De- 
stroy Guild—Bolt at 
Grouping Unit 
Assistants 


ZANUCK TO 


CAPRA 


Hollywood, May 10 
Possibility that National Labor Re- 
lations Board will be asked to cite 
heads of major film companies for 


assertedly violating the Wagner La- | 
in cancelling negotiations | 
with the Sereen Directors Guild was | 
seen in a blast unloosed on producers 


bor Act 


bv the directors. Studio executives 


were charged with breaking faith | 


in midst of a parley for a working 
pact and were accused of trying to 
destroy the Guild by attempting to 
separate the directors, unit managers 
and assistant directors. 

Tops in the Guild declined to dis- 
close their next move pending con- 
ference with counsel and rank and 
file membership, but several leaders 
favor pushing for drastic action. SDG 
has a petition pending before the 
NLRB for designation as bargaining 
representative for the directors, unit 
managers and assistant directors. No 
date for hearing has been set, and 
Guild may decide to proceed against 
leaders of film industry on grounds 
that they have already violated pro- 
visions of the Wagner act giving 
workers right to join an organization 
of their “own choosing. 


Managers, | 


VARIETY 19 











under the advice of legal counsel. 
And we must assume that when your 
committee was appointed it did not 
undertake to act without full au- 
thority in the negotiations. In these 
circumstances the reasons for the 
cessation of negotiations seems en- 
tirely inadequate. 

‘We have no wish ne- 
;otiations where there is no dispo- 
sition to arrive at an amicable adjust- 
ment of the problem. However, as 


to resume 


tnese negotiations were undertaken 
On our part in good faith. we feel 
that this record should be made of 


the facts in connection therewith.’ 
Gregory La Cava was the third 
member of the directors 
attempting to negotiate a working 
agreement with the producers, 
Charges that the producers were 
trying to break up the Guild by 
making separate promises to the 
| directors, unit managers and as- 
}sistant directors were contained in 
}an open letter mailed to members of 





both the Senior and Junior Guild. 
Members of latter is composed of 
unit managers and assistant direc- 
tors 

Open letter follows: 

‘Negotiations with the producers | 
have been broken off. They have 
|been broken off abruptly by the 


producers. Let us 
of the past months. 
‘Following the speeches of certain 
leading members of the Producers 
| Association some months ago at the 
time of the election of their new of- 
|ficers, accepting their stated desire 
|to meet and deal fairly with all the 
|talent and craft groups in the in- 
| dustry- -we addressed ourselves to 
| them. 
‘They chose to meet us — and our 
/committee did, in fact, meet with 
;them and discussed our program at 
great length. 
Unit Managers the Rub 


‘The meeting revealed that they 
}accepted our organization as it ex- 
‘ists, granting that the directors and 
| assistant directors belonged together. 
They questioned the proper inclu- 


trace the events 


committee | 





D. C.’s NLRB Nix 


Plea of Dr. Towne Nylander, 
regional director of the NLRB, 
to order the immediate hearing 
on the complaint of the Screen 
Directors Guild, that the pro- 
ducers are refusing to negotiate 
a working pact, was turned 
down by his Washington chiefs. 

All cases involving industry 


disputes are ordered in abey- 
ance pending decision on the 
Screen Writer Guild petition 


for electi } bargaln- 
re eieeiuon Varealn 


Ing rep 


to name a 














|weeks. But this board feels that 
ldue to the questionable method by 
|which negotiations have been broken 
off, and the manner in which 
negotiations have been broken off, 
and the manner in which rumors 
have been started the unity 
and integrity of the Guild, every ef- 
fort should be made to apprise every 
member of the Guild of the true 
| facts.’ 

| Letter 


avainst 


dispatched to office of 
{Schenck is said to have been read 
to him over long distance telephone, 
|as he is en route to Miami, conferring 
with Nick Schenck after a stopoff in 
Louisville for the Kentucky Derby. 
Shortly after receipt of the direc- 
| tors’ letter, Darryl F. Zanuck, chair- 


jman of the producers’ negotiating | 
|committee, issued the following 
statement. 

| ‘We are still perfectly willing to 


|negotiate with each of the units as a 
{separate Guild. Our atttorneys, un- 
der no circumstances, will permit us 
to negotiate with the three units as 
one group. Any time they seee fit 
ito come in toe negotiate as three 
separate groups, we will be glad to 
meet with them.’ 
Creative or Biz End? 


assistant directors and unit man- 
agers represent the business end of 
|the studios, and have no place in an 


| . . ° 
;organization with directors, whom 





Next move by the Guild will de- sion of unit managers in our Guild—|they contend are engaged entirely in 
pend upon action of the producers | from their point of view. Our com- | creative work, This was stumbling 


and instructions received from the | mittee promptly called a meeting of | block that resulted 


board of directors and Herrick Her- 
rick, executive secretary of the SDG. 
Meetings of various units will be 
held this week. 
Bare Charges to Schenck 

Charges against the producers were 
incorporated in a letter to Joseph M. 
Schenck, president of the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers, 
Inc., and in an open letter addressed 
to the Guild membership. Letter to 


Schenck, signed by Frank Capra and 


A. Edward Sutherland, follows: 

‘At a conference between yourself, 
Mr. Hawks and Mr. Capra on April 
12. we discussed the basic platform 
of Sereen Directors Guild, Inc., and 
the desirability of resuming negotia- 
tions with the motion picture pro- 
ducing companies with respect there- 
to. It was suggested that a letter be 
directed to you, as president of the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, Inc., requesting your appoint- 
ment of a committee to carry on these 
negotiations. This request was for- 
warded to you the same day. You 
replied, advising us that a committee 


had been appointed consisting of 
Darryl! Zanuck, chairman, Eddie 


Mannix and Pandro Berman. There- 
atter our two committees met and 
went over the platform of the Senior 
Guild in detail. 

‘At this conference it was indicated 
by your committee that a distinction 
should be drawn between unit man- 
agers on the one hand, and assistant 


jirectors on the other. Accordingly, | 
your committee suggested that an ac- , 


ceptable compromise might be 
reached if the assistants were re- 
tained, and the unit managers with- 
drew from the Guild. We stated we 
would give you no assurance what- 
soever in connection with the matter, 
but that we would submit the pro- 
posal to the Guild. 

‘On Friday of last week, and pend- 


ing consideration of the entire mat- | 


tev by the Guild, we were informed 


by Mr. Zanuck over the telephone 
that negotiations between the two 


committees would not be resumed. 
The reason given was that the con- 
tinuance of such negotiations was 
contrary to advice the companies re- 
ceived from their counsel. 
Reasons Called Inadequate 

‘It hardly seems necessary to point 
yut that from the inception of this 
cvatcoversy both sides have acied 


|the unit managers and reported this 
|fact back to them as the most con- 


troversial matter confronting the 
negotiating committee. The unit 


managers expressed their complete 
confidence in the negotiating com- 
mittee, 

‘Before any further negotiations 
could be undertaken the producers 
committee suddenly called off all 
negotiaiions, stating that this action 
was taken upon the advice of their 
attorneys, and declared that they 
would grant further negotiations 
only if the assistants were also dis- 
solved from the Guild. 

‘On behalf of the producers’ com- 
mittee, it has been asserted that the 
|demands of the directors would be 
granted in full—or more than full— 
lif only the union of assistants, unit 
|}managers and directors were dis- 
i solved, 

“These activities have had the ef- 
|fect of developing sentiment toward 
|the splitting of the Guild. 

‘In our view, every effort on the 
part of the producers to 
j}the assistants and unit 
lrespect to their Guild 
| is in distinct violation 
;Vision of the National 
itions Act. 

‘The refusal of the producers to 
compleie negotiations after begin- 
ning them is construable only as a 
desire to create a rift in our ranks 
by promising all to each separately 

-and thus destroy guarantees of self 
lorganization under the Wagner Labor 
| Act. 
| ‘In this present moment the pro- 
}ducers are united in an effort to 
ideny and to defeat our attempt to 
lorganize as we wish and in such 
manner as gives us all maximum 
| strength. 








managers in 
membership 
of the pro- 
Labor Rela- 


‘Promise Everything’ 

‘They wish to break up the maxi- 
mum strength of the Guild—in order 
‘to be able to use the parts to their 
own advantage “against each other. 
| There can be no denying that they 


| will promise us everything to sepa- 
rate—because we are together. Will 
ihey be so anxious to promise us 
|everything in the future afier we 


are separated? 


‘Your present board of directors 
has but a few days to remain in of- 
fice. New elections take place in two 


influence | 


in deadlock in 
| frst negotiations that ended with 
SDG filing a petition with the NLRB. 

Date for immediate hearing of 
ISDG case will be set by NLRB if a 
| decision favorable to Screen Writers 
Guild is handed down by the NLRB. 
SWG is petitioning for an election of 
screen writers to select a bargaining 
representative. 

Zanuck’s Rebuttal 

Criticizing the Directors Guild for 
making public communications pass- 
ing between the organizations, and 
refuting the charge of broken faith 
by producers, Darryl Zanuck sent 
the following letter to Capra: 

‘As I explained to you on the tele- 
phone last night, I was astonished to 
read the letter that you sent to Mr. 
Schenck and the carbon copy to me, 
and I was more than astonished to 
learn for the first time in the trade 
papers that your letter was written 





it was presented to the press at the 
same time it was sent to Schenck. 
‘If this letter was designed by you 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Vauder’s New Gadget 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Henry Sylvester, former partner in 
the vaude team of Sylvester and 
| Vance, has invented a new camera 
|crane to speed picture making. 
| New device is motor-driven 





and 


| mounted on a truck with a turntable | 


|attachment. Inventor has 


pending. 


patents 


Studios Hit Quota 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Motion picture division in 
| Jewish Welfare Fund drive has prac- 
— attained its quota of $200,000. 


| cueuietnenadaiapenioh 


Studio campaign opened last 
Thursday (5) in charge of William 
Goetz. 


DOUBLE MENACE 
Hollywood, May 10. 


Noah Beery and Stanley Fields 
have been cast in heavy roles for Sol 
Lesser’s ‘Panamint’ 3ad Man’ at 
Grand National, Ray Taylor direct- 
ing. 

Picture is Smith Ballev’s final 


j starrer for Lesser. 


CTORS FLAY STUDIOS 
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| black chiffon over black taffeta. 


| 


The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 


‘Four Men and a Prayer,’ or Loretia Young 
‘Four Men and a Praver’ concerns itself with revolution isual murders, 
and Loretta Young in a series of spectacular costumes. Film introduces 
the much touted 20th-Fox discovery, Richard Greene, latest of a series of 
juveniles designed to make the public forget all about Robert Taylor. 
Like the rest. Mr. Greene bears no resemblance whatever to Mr. Taylor. 
Helping three brothers track a murderer all over the landscape divulges 
little else about him, except that he a personable young man 
George Sanders, David Niven and William Henry are the other three 
brothers. Script doesn’t allow any of them to seem bright enough for 
the task of outwitting a murderous band, but this is accomplished with 
the assistance of Miss Young. She has a slight advantage, as her father, 
Berton Churchill is the unwitting cause of all the trouble 
Miss Young starts her travels in Washington in a slim coat dress with 
lame vest and curled brim hat with fluff of veil caught at the front and 
falling to the waist in the back. However the general public may feel 
about veils at this point, Miss Young is definitely for them 
She turns up in London, India, South America and points west, in a 
number of ornate Royer frocks. A princess coat has an enormous frame 
fur collar ending in full-length reverse, accompanied by a chapeau of fur 
pompons. A long-sleeved dinner gown has an enormous skirt decorated 


with seequin flowers. She attends a revolution wearing a slim, black 
evening gown with very little bodice, and a floating sheer scarf. A strik- 
ing whiie gown is intricately twisted about the top with shoulder straps 
crossing in the back and ending in a roll belt. 

Aside from all this sartorial splendor the flavor is masculine. Only 


other femmes in cast are Lina Basquette in a native girl bit, and Cecil 
Cunningham who anpears briefly as Miss Young’s companion, in a smart 
black dress with white fichu. 
| . ° - ® 

C. Aubrey Smith, as father of the ‘Four Men,’ is the first to go, In a 
| very British ‘chin up old boy’ atmosphere. Alan Hale villains convincingly 
with the assistance of Reginald Denny and J. Edward Bromberg, both 
of whom are put out of the way along with other minor characters on 
both sides of the argument. 

The Versatile Gae Fosterettes 

Heading Roxy’s stage bill is radio’s Loretta Lee who warbles in strapless 
The Gae Foster girls act as audience for 
badminton chamns, Ken Davidson and Hugh Forgie, in dark red suspender 


| shorts, white ruffled blouses and large red Breton hats. 


The producers contend that the | og 


| 


| maroon sash, and strips to white short costume for a tap dance, 


A number that seems a combination of rhumba and big apple has the 
Fosters in skin-tight taffeta frocks of various Lenoxavenoo colors, aii 
ged with white ruffles and topped by monkey caps with tall plumes. 


Bettye Raye, of Henning and Raye, wears trailing orchid chiffon with 
Mr. 
Henning might do well to switch magazine subscriptions, the one he seems 
to be getting material from now doesn’t keep very up to date. 


Myrtill et Pacaud adagio in effective sparkling costumes 
either beautifully fitted, or painted on. The metallic sparkle 
covers body, head and face, 


The Fosters’ stunt of the week is piano playing. Twenty-four girls in 
24 butterfly dresses of lettuce green over white ruffles manage to get 
through ‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ and ‘At a Perfume Counter’ on 24 butterfly pianos. 
The bass is a little reminiscent of an old-fashioned nickelodeon, but the 
girls can plainly be seen playing the numbers, which is quite a stunt in 
any key. 


which are 
completely 


More Nutty Than Joyous 


Evidently the producers of ‘Joy of Living’ fondly expected it to be 
‘hilariously nutty,’ but it’s more of the latter than the former. Irene Dunne 
and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., aren’t entirely responsible for the fact the ‘Joy 
of Living’ isn’t very gay. It can’t be blamed on Alice Brady and Guy 
Kibbee—both have proved beyond a doubt what they can do when they 
have something to sink their thespian teeth into. Mostly the piece suffers 
from malnutrition in the story. 


Much of the action hinges on the antics of Miss Dunne and Fairbanks 
when they have spent too much time with their noses buried in beer mugs, 
and neither is an inspired drunk. Miss Dunne staggers methodically and 
yanks her hat over her face with businesslike frequency. But not for one 
moment does she give the impression of a lady who has actually lingered 
too long over the bubbly. Jr. Fairbanks plays an illuminated gent with 





for purposes of publication, and that | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


the | 


more animation, and equal conviction. 


Billy Gilbert appears all to briefly as a cafe owner, and one of the 
greatest wastes is tossing off Fuzzy Knight with a few lines of song. Miss 
Dunne, on the other hand, repeats one song approximately eight times in 
| the first half hour of the film. 
| Edward Stephenson and Halloch collaborated on a dashing and extensive 
| wardrobe for Miss Dunne. A stage gown is hoop skirted silver lame, 
bordered in white fox. She is besieged by autografanatics in a sequin gown, 
under sweeping white coats that looks like ermine but can’t be because it 
gets torn to pieces. 


When she is not imbibing beer or singing, Miss Dunne is dashing to a pier 
to keep Fairbanks from sailing away. Some of these excursions are made 
in a coachman coat with leopard reverse and leopard gauntlet gloves, a slim 
black dress with white fringe bolero, and a bolero suit with sequin vest. 

Lucille Ball is frilled and ostriched as Miss Dunne’s parasite sister and 
Jean Dixon Jooks slim and smartly tailored, being Miss Dunne’s sym- 


| pathetic secretary. 


‘Mother’ Alice Brady wears marabou trimmed robes, and a black evening 


| outfit with fitted, knee-length black sequin coat. 


Sartorial Shepardesses 
Bon bon pink with tiny hats, and silver with large curled brim toppers, 
make dainty shepardesses of the Music Hall ballet, who tend an imaginary 
flock with a background of silver trees. Arthur Mahoney ‘dreams’ Jane 
Sproule alighting from a crescent moon in floating chiffon drapes over 
sparkling leotard. 


The Glee Club goes to ‘Negro Heaven’ in a celestial setting with Sally 


| Ellis and Hudson Carmody, with the rest of the show given over to a 


i 


Mexican fiesta. 


Nina Sandoval 
Eckler ve up Spanith 
dances. Gentle parody contributed by Mignon Dallet with a c¢ 
Spanish-Russian, Latin peasant dress topped by Babushka 


in bright red cver ruffled yellow petticoats 
q 


? ; ex°1 -~ - onaren ne * ‘ . wronr "ve vs 
in voluminous white decorated with green points ser 


and Hilda 


munbination 


Effective finish costumes for the Rockett fitted black satin trousers 
with red and orange side siripe. ruffled white blouses under rullicolored 
bra eflect, and black pillbox hats with bright red pornpoins 
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ICHARD ARLEN 


EVERLY ROBER 
LYLE TALBOT- MALA 


Directed by B. REEVES EASON 
Sereen play by 
Gertrude Orr. WiHiam Bartfett 
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Hollywood Moves to Las Vegas; 


PICTURES 





Why Miss Palace Theatre Copped 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Las Vegas, May 10. 

This Nevada town, where every- 
thing normally is as wide open (and 
as tair) as center field, is only now 
recovering from last week’s Helldo- 
rado, which just about ripped open 
the seams of Boulder Dam 20 miles 
away. Town had a rodeo running at 
one end and an Elks’ carnival at 
the other, with sceres of gambling 
houses, dance halls and bars on a 
grind policy in between. 
was packed with paying 
from California, Arizona 
and Utah, and while no one chump 
bet $150,000 on draw (or even stud) 
poker, that much dough changed 
hands every night—a pickup of 50° 
over last year’s take and all of it 
legal 

In fact, everything is so legal in 
Vegas it’s practically impossible to 
commit a crime and despite that it’s 
the most orderly burg of 10,090 be- 


Place 


p -asants 


tween Santa Monica and Monte 
Carlo. Even where they have iaws, 
such as traffic violations, they have 


provided for them, so 
when such cases come up before the 
judge he has no recourse except to 
dismiss them 

Only absentee this year from the 
routine whoopadoop of the Helldo- 
rado was the Legion Liar. Paper 
didn’t come out this year. Some say 
Jim Farley frowned on sending such 
candid copy through the mails, and 
since Frank Gardside, who publishes 
the Liar and the town’s only daily, 
is also postmaster, the Liar boys de- 
cided to take him off the griddle and 
so passed up releasing the Liar this 
year, Liar normally makes Ken look 
like a bulletin of the Epworth League. 

Too Frank Journalism 

Paper has proved for years that 
there is more money in honest adver- 
tising than in the other kind, Its 
hotels advertise that they have the 
lousiest beds, its undertakers guaran- 
tee painless planting, its doctors ad- 
mit they aren't even croakers but 
soakers, its garages advertise used 
car parts at new prices, its grocery 
stores tell you they have it but it’s 
stale, and so on down the line to 
the plumbers who go as blue as the 
Danube. 

Cap Joyce moved his Maverick in 
from Phoenix in order to fill the gap 
left by the absence of the Legion 
Liar, but except for some choice so- 
ciety notes and a story to the effect 
that Nevada is to have a termite 
ranch, Cap kept well inside the Far- 
ley end zone. He had one story about 
a hotel man _ kicking a woman's 
burro, only he didn’t call it her 
burro, that looked like old Liar copy, 
but on a closeup it read clean. 

Even without the Liar the town 
made plenty of dough, but it could 
have made more, all agree, if it could 
have adeertised far and wide what 
a low rabbit-hutch Las Vegas is and 
what a grand time you can have 
there if they ever invent a cure for 
hangovers. 

Cedric Belfrage, the eminent Eng- 
lish escapologist; Bob Denton, of the 
UP, and a VarieTy mugg made the 
trip by streamliner as guests of the 
town. Arriving at 2 a.m., they were 
met with an Elks’ brass band, but 
the others were informed that the 
band was exclusively for the mugg. 
Even after Belfrage had been intro- 
duced as Lord Belfrage, the Marquee 
of Grauman. 

Mugg had been previously passed 
by special order from President Jef- 


no penalties 


fers of the Union Pacific into the 
engineer’s cab. of the streamliner, 
City of Los Angeles, as a special 


birthday surprise, and after 110 miles 
an hour of that he was only too will- 
ing to pass up the Vegas bars with 
a brass band, Vegas having more 
bars to the mile than a Beethoven 
symohony. 

Next four days were a steady grind 
of brass bands, old fashions, bronx 
cocktails, scotch and sodas, T-bone 
2aks, rodeos, 49’er dances, beauty 
parades, carnivals, cooch dancers, 
Sambling, and fitful sleep. 

Exposing a Gimmick 

Final night the mugg was asked to 
judge the am bathing beauts on ac- 
count Boulder Dam has a lake and 
bathing beach now. Dick Foran, Rex 
Bell and Cap Joyce were added 
Starters to the judges’ bench, as the 
musgz had to catch the night sleever 
back to L. A., and parades 
have a way of dragging on into the 


t+ 
iit 


=+ 
ot 


beauty 


nigh 
‘his one got a lucky break, in that 
two previous nights were colder 
Arctic handshake, but the 
xf the parade was balmier than 
4 Palm Beach ad. Best looker among 


; 
T 
the 
than an 
ni aht 


(40 gels was a Miss Boulder Drug | 


from Boulder City, a ringer for 
Miriam Hopkins, but show biz being 
tough enough as it is, the mugg, 
Foran and Bell decided to keep the 
money 
first prize to Miss Palace Theatre, 
and then caught the train for L. A. 
before the ropers from the rodeo got 
hep to the fact that it was an inside 
job and began playing their lariats 
straight, 

It was the first rodeo Belfrage had 
een. He said afterward that he had 
always understood that ‘throwing the 
bull’ was another phrase for groom- 
ng for stardom under Sam Goldwyn, 
but here they actually did dog the 
steers and toss them on 


no time to speak of. Guy 


in the family and awarded | 


their pans in | 
' 
running | 


, the rodeo, Dave Campbell, actually | 
had bulldogged a steer in Salt Lake | 


year before in 34-5 


world’s record, 


seconds, a 


and even at Vegas | 


managed to ground one in six sec-| 


onds. 


Only familiar figure to the escap- 
ologist. 


; 


who used to be London’s top 


picture critic before he wrote ‘Away | 
From It All,’ was a cameraman hang- | 


Cameraman’s name 
was W. S. Craig, of the House of 
Craig and Craig, and the fact that 
he was hanging from a fence at 4 
o'clock in the afternoon made it 
news. A sobriety test was made on 
him at 10 o’clock at night, and he 
couldn't even find a fence to hang 
on. This is known as Las Vegas hos- 
pitality. 


ing froma fence. 


| here by 


iview of the 





100% Due-Biller 


Seattle, May 10. 
Sammy Seigel, who travels 
the Pacific Northwest for United 


Artists, tells this one serl yusly 
on the owner of an indie radio 
station who operates via the 
due bill route. He pays off 
his help in apartments, clothes, 
restaurants, autos, night clubs 
and taxi rides. 

Confronted with his wife's 


illness recently, operator found 
no dough for the day and night 
nurses, so he got busy and sold 
some time to a jeweler, tak- 
ing his pay in diamonds and 
then turned the sparklers over 
to the girls in white in lieu of 


cash 











| call on William 
;of the 


PHILLY EXHIBS 
MOVE TO CUT 
OPS SCALE 


Philadelphia, May 10. 


Exhib committee is being formed 


United Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners to ask pro- 


members of 


jectionists to take a cut in scale in 


current b.o. slump. 


Group, when it is completed, 
operators’ local. Friedman 
states he would be sympathetic to 
such a request. He said he believed 


How he happened to be hanging on} his men would be willing to take a 


a fence is still the talk of the town. 


Chuck Sheppard was trying to ride! 


a bronc. He came out of a chute 
with one foot hanging from a stirrup 
and the rest of him mopping the cor- 


| 
| 


| jectionist’s salary 


slice if exhibs could demonstrate it 
was necessary. He pointed out, how- 
ever, that he didn’t see how saving 
a couple of bucks a week on a pro- 
could help the 


ral. After some debate the bronc | present situation. 


got rid of Chuck and kicked him in 
the face—as the phrase goes. 
At this point Cy Taillon, the m. c. 


| 
| 


|is agreed to 


Union took a voluntary cut for 
about eight months in 1933. If one 
now, it will 


whose trim burgundy shirt and trim-| pe worked in the same manner as 


mer bowlegs were the cynosure of | that was. 
yawned and an-| 


every other eye, } 

nounced that a mighty shapely miss 
would dive at 1l p. m. from a great 
height into a washbowl, free of 
charge, at the Elks Helldorado, and 


everybody sober enough to see 100 


feet in the air was invited to attend. | 


But nobody’s was paying any at- 
'tention to Cy’s spiel, least of all Pho- 
tographer Craig, who by that time 
was so upside down on a barbed wire 
fence he thought he was running for 
governor of California. The bronc, 
it seems, after kicking Chuck into a 
chuck-hole, started after Craig. 
Craig had nowhere to go but over 
the fence, and the bronc gave him a 
lift and left him hanging from the 
barbed wire. 

It left Craig so dizzy he insisted on 
taking pictures of the mugg, passing 
|up the celebs completely. You can’t 
get dizzier than that, even in Vegas. 


RKO DOWNTOWN. DET., 
NOW A PARKING LOT 


Detroit, May 10. 

Downtown theatre, former RKO 
showcase here, will be razed for a 
parking lot if owners of building 
okay plan at meeting Thursday (12). 
House has been dark for coupla 
years after unsuccessful attempt to 
reinstate stage shows. Joseph J. 
Cavanaugh, receiver for property, 
said the taxes on building are so 
much out of line theatre can’t break 
even. 








Columbus, May 10. 

RKO will shutter its downtown 
Maiestic May 20 for summer months, 
at least. House has been a loser, 
finally going to double bills after 
several years under tag, ‘Columbus’ 
Thrill Theatre.’ 

RKO has the Palace as No. 1 house, 
using the Grand for holdover runs 
and ‘B’ pix. 


Loeb Law Firm Splits 
Los Angeles, May 10. 


Law firm of Loeb, Walker and 
Loeb has dissolved after 
Firm handles many pic- 
ture accounts. including film studio’s 
: a! ties 
Edwin and Joe Loeb continue the 
ier their name, with George 
Walker took 


ee associates for his 


Operators got their full 


pay from the theatre owner each 


| week, but had to kick a certain por- 


| 
| 








| Musmanno, 


23 year | 


tion of it back to the union, which 
in turn rebated it to the 
Object is to keep from biting into 
the scale, as it is figured too difficult 
to boost again when biz picks up. 
Under this system, whenever the 
union decides it’s time to go back 
on full salary, it merely stops mak- 
ing the rebates. 


Pooling in Champaign 
“— . 
Ill., Ends Fizzing Feud 
Chicago, May 10. 

Merger has stilled possible battle 
of circuit in Champaign, Ill, where 
it looked as if the Alger and A. J. 
Balaban groups weuld lock horns in 
a wrangle of the exhibition control 
of the campus district of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

A, J. Balaban Co. had purchased 
lots in the campus territory about 
two years ago for erection of a the- 
atre, but construction was held up by 
Balaban’s absence in Europe. At the 
same time, the Alger Bros., who al- 


some lots to build a new theatre. 


With the two circuits looking at 
each other over a couple of vacant 
lots, they began negotiations which 
resulted in a merger, and together 
will start immediate construction on 
1,000-seater to be known as the Co- 
Ed. Leased property which will re- 
main vacant will be used for park- 
ing lots for the time being, with a 
view towards possible later use for 
construction of larger house. 


MALONEY FETED 
Pittsburgh, May 10. 
In addition to a big delegation 
from Meiro home office in New York, 
guests of honor at testimonial dinner 


to John Maloney in William Penn 
hotel here Monday (9) night in- 
cluded Former Governor of Penn- 


sylvania Gifford Pinchot, candidate 
for that post again, and his running- 
mate, Frank J. Harris; Judge Michael 
Mayor Scully and M-G 
branch managers E. M. Booth, Frank 
Drew and Ralph Maw from Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland and Buffalo, respec- 


| tively. 


Dir ner h mnoO »| Mal nev on his 


recent elevation from exchange head 
of Metro here to a district manager- 
ship a vc 17 years with the com- 
pany. 


probably 


theatre. | 
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TA’s Casiters-Ushers Ideas; The 


Hestess Stunt 


South a New Slant 


+ 


Columbia Wins the Suit 
By Owner of 162 Shares 


Stockholder’s suit to force inspec- 
tion of books and records of Colum- 
bia Pictures Corp., organi- 
zation in 1924, was dismissed Thurs- 
day (5) by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel [. Rosenman. Action 
brought by Betty Davis, not the pic- 


‘ 


since iis 


ture star, who claimed ownership 
162 shares of Columbia common | 
stock and alleged Jack and Harry 
Cohn and Joe Brandt, founders of 


the picture corporation 
the stock to own benefit and against 
interests of general st 


Columbia and 


had juggled 


ckholder 
individual defend 


ants answered action by claiming Se 
curities Exchange Commission had 
made inspection records and book 
eof Columbia in 1935 and okayed 


everything. Also claimed Miss Da\ 

| is not a bona fide holder of stock and 
if she were, she would only be en- 
titled inspection since 1935 when she 
claims she purchased stock 


BANKO ‘FRAUD, 
TAMPA ATTY 
CHARGES 


Tampa, Fla., 

Charles H. Ferguson, Tampa. at- 
| torney filed suit last week to enjoin 
Bank Night as a public nuisance and 
| confiscate the $2,400 prize money for 
the state. Ferguson petitioned the 
court to padlock two large Tampa 
theatres against ‘Screeno,’ ‘The Ques- 
tion Box Review’ and a drawing in 
which motorbikes were given away 
to children. 

As lotteries, he said in his suit 
filed in Circuit Court, their operation 
makes the prize money and equip- 
ment used by the theatres subject to 
confiscation by court orde: 

Bank Night, Screeno and other 
games also constitute a public nuis- 
ance by ‘crowding the theatres, and 
streets, hampering traffic and com- 
pelling patrons to sit through long 
| and annoying advertisements and an- 
} nouncements,’ Ferguson said. 


will | 
Friedman, secretary | 


May 10. 


and this ‘amounts to a fraud against 
| the public.’ 

Hearing is set for May 12 before 
| Circuit Judge L. L. Parks. 
| ———— 

Alliance, O., May 10. 

City council here is considering an 
,ordinance to license ‘bank night’ at 
|local theatres. Proposed license fee 
lis $10. Tri Theatres, Inc., which con- 
'trols the Columbia, Morrison and 
| Strand, only houses here, holds its 
weekly drawing at the Columbia 
every Thursday night, with patrons 
of any of the three houses eligible 
for the award. 


ready operated theatres in both | i . 
| Champaign and Urbana, had also | Hamitton. 0. May 10. 
made arrangements to take over Suit for $500 exemplary damages 


land $8.70 for refund of admissions 
|} from March 16 to April 26, 1938, has 
| been filed avainst Southio Theatres, 
Inc., in common pleas court here by 
Viola Mahone, colored, who claims 
that she was deprived of a prize for 
which she held a 
| Cash Night, at the Sorg, Middletown, 
a unit of the defe..Jant company. 
Plaintiff, who occupied a 
seat, contends that she was unable to 


reach the stage to personally claim | 


the award within the minute and a 
half allowed for the purpose, on ac- 
|count of which she was d‘squalified. 


Taperneux’s 186 Debts 


French Pictures 


which asked to reorganize under 77B 


National Corp.., 
of the bankruptcy act a month ago, 
filed a schedule in the N. Y. federal 
yesterday (Tuesday) through 
its president, John S. Tapernoux, 
listing the corporation's libalities at 
approximately 318,000. As an a 
unknown 


court 


et of 
value are 55 pictures now 
in preparation 

Among those listed in the 
pavable’ column = are 


‘loan 
Cinema de 


Paree, $428: N. E. R. Laboratories 
31.292: Otto Loewy, $1,354; Pathe 
Film Corp... 32.9551: Film Magazine 
$100: Select Pictures, $450 and 


| Tran -Oceanic Pictures Corp., 380 


As a result of the drawing power | 
of Bank Night, he asserted, the thea- | 
| tre management shows inferior films | 


winning ticket in | 


baleony | 


Chicago, May 190 


Expected that the convention of 
the International Alliance 


cal Sta 


of Theatri- 


e Employee will see the 


voting of an intensive drive for the 


complete organizing of the Cashiers, 





: ) he I 
IATSE, and other <ecs of the Inter- 
aris ru Por the 100 » 
umionization of this group under the 


| 
aa il, are 
| 


CDU banner, particularly in view 
of the sporadic attempts to organize 
the cashier loormen and ushers 
mutside of the American Federation 
of Labo In order to stamp out 

ese offshoots which are considered 


nimical te both the IATSE aad the 
AFTL,, t) 


the International is understoed 
readying to vote a war chest of 
In line with orsanization of the 
Injerenational execs are 
ticularly towards the 
south hich has neve been 
the [ATSE 
etup on wage and hour While ia 
IATSE has 
ialing for ita 


notion picture machine 


mperatora 
‘yroup, it has not be able to do se 
well in the ease of the stave 

[ATSE is concerned over a 


cropping forth ay | nos 


mands 
udden 
‘ssese’ 
pala 
and 
1ddition ta 
into the box 


throushout the south [hese 
ire replacing the ticket-takers, 
ao a 


greeting jod in 


dropping the ducets 


With George FE 
of the 


Browne, president 
Alliance of 
Theatrical Stase Employeees due in 
New York, an early date will prob- 
ably be set for negotiations to cover 
the cnsuing year under the five-year 
studio basic agreement. Usually 
these conferences are held in April 
but delayed this Pat Casey 
is expected east shortly to represent 
the producers in the huddles witha 


International 


spring 


ithe heads of the international unions 
which are signatory to the basic 
agrecment 

Althourh it was said this year’s 


negotiations mi¢ht be held on the 
Coast, New York still officially ve- 
mains the spot for the powwows. 
The Theatrical Managers, Agents 
& Treasurers Union, which is pre- 
paring to branch out in fields other 
| than legit, may not be hooked up 
| with the International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employees, accord- 
ing to inside, which would mean that 
the IATSE itself is likely to repre- 
| sent opposition so far as the picture 
| field is concerned. From the begin- 
ining it appeared that the [A would 
| go through the TMAT in the union- 


j}ization of house managers, press 
|agents, theatre treasurers, etc., but 


| probabilities are 
| that now. 

| In addition to laying plans for or- 
ganization of film industry cligibles 
both, east and west, the TMAT dur- 
ing the past week started launching 
ian offensive for the unionization of 
‘unit managers, press agents and 
others with the Major Bowes’ organi- 
zation. Delegates are seeking to 
press demands on Major Edward 
Bowes at the moment. I[n addition 
to theatre people, TMAT scels to 
bring in press agents, press book 
writers and others in home offices. 


‘UA, DETROIT, GOES 
DUALS, FOR 1ST TIME 


reported against 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| Detroit, May 19. 
United Artists theatre (United De- 
troit) goes dualler this Thursday (11) 
| for the first time in its history. House, 
which seats 2,000, last week dropped 


admish from 65c. top to 55c., second 
drop in six months, top having been 
75c. last fall just prior to auto plant 


foldups here. 


If policy works out at the UA, it's 


believed UD circuit will try duals at 
the 2,000-seat Madison, which has 
been on sinvles past two years. Fi.her 
that or spot may be closed for 


summer, 


BOB WILBY BACK HOME 


Bob Wilby left N Y ; ounday 
(8) for Atlanta ‘re he makes 
headquarters, af contere ‘'s with 
Y Fi ink Freen iti Par thy . ‘2 
1p iting head 

It 1 11 j tt »> north 

erating matter: le i2 ne 
| ey-Wilb in 
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| Seeing Specs for 1938-39 | 


(Continued from page 3) 


‘Sudan.’ 


| 
! 


period spectacle, ‘Alexander’s Rag- | 


time Band.’ Twentieth will have 
one Eddie Cantor and two Sonja 
Henie pictures, one a_ collegiate 
story, the other unset, 


will be three Ritz Bros. releases, all | 


more definitely comedies, though 
with music or perhaps even musical 
routines. 


Metro’s musicals will all be on a 


while there | 


Others will be scheduled | 
later 
UA’s Hopes 
UA production plans for ’38-39 are 
not yet very definite but David O. 


| Selznick still has ‘Gone with the 
Wind’ to go. One of his large-scale | 
productions will be ‘The Ear] of } 


ithe 


lavish scale, and, in addition to 
‘Broadway Melody’ and ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies, include ‘Adventure for} 
Three’ (Jeanette MacDonald), ‘The 
Great Waltz,’ ‘Sweethearts’ (Mac- 
Donald-Eddy) and ‘Balalaika,’ adap- 
tation of the Continental success. No 
stock musicals planned by this com- 
pally. 

Dropping its usual ‘Golddigge1 
picture, Warne! Bro make } 
switch in musical tone with ‘The 
Desert Song’ on remake, ‘Sally,’ 
and ‘Garden of the Moon,’ large- 
scale musical built on a Saturday 


Evening Post serial. Paramount fur- 


ther dresses up the difference in 
musicals for ’38-’39 with a _ re- 
make of ‘If I Were King,’ oper- 
etta. United Artists, which had two 


musicals on this side this year, ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ and ‘Vogues,’ and 
from abroad, ‘Gaiety Girls,’ may not 
have anything in this line for next 
season. Goldwyn is declared 
very unlikely to make a musical for 
the new year. Universal will have 
Deanna Durbin in stories with songs, 
but may not have any others. 


one 


c 
oan 


More Spectacles 

Twentieth-Fox, aside from Irving 
Berlin’s ‘Ragtime Band,’ will have 
‘Suez,’ ‘Kentucky,’ ‘Stanley and Liv- 
ingstone,’ ‘Jesse James,’ 
ter Fleet.’ ‘The Life of Alexander 
Graham Bell,’ ‘King of .the Khyber 
Rifles,’ Indian outdoor story; ‘Hud- 
son’s Bay Company,’ and ‘Drums 


‘The Splin- | 


Along the Mohawk,’ American revo- | 


lution saga. Lessers of this charac- 
ter also figure in plans, 
WB will have ‘Juarez,’ ‘Wings of 


the Navy,’ ‘Dodge City,’ ‘The Sea 
Wolf,’ Jack London story; ‘Life of 
Haym Salomon,’ ‘Valley of the 


Giants,’ ‘Heart of the North,’ saga of 
the Northwest Mounted and others 
in addition to ‘Desert Song,’ 

Metro is also long on spectacles for 
*38-'39, including ‘Quo Vadis,’ ‘Spur 
of Pride,’ about the British army and 
its strength; ‘They Seek a Country,’ 
South African pioneering § special; 
‘And So—'‘Victoria,’ costumer; 
dame Curie,’ ‘Northwest Passage,’ 
‘Marie Antoinette,’ ‘Sea of Grass,’ 
*Honolulu,’ ‘Stand Up and Fight’ and 
*‘Bad Man of Arizona.’ 

Paramount will have ‘Union Pa- 
cific,” ‘Men with Wings,’ ‘The Texans,’ 
‘Canadian Royal Mounted,’ ‘Spawn 
of the North,’ ‘Knights of the Round 


Table,’ ‘Light That Failed’ and_nabe, 








ns ARE LORULEO Eee cabsee 

















TODAY 
ONLY 


Loew’s STATE 


BROADWAY & 45th STREET 


“GIRL of the GOLDEN WEST” 
Phil Kegan in Person 
-——Starts Thursday—— 
“Bluebeards Eighth Wife”’ 
Shep Fields Orch ,. 













|} remedy 
the opinion 


remake. | 


' them 


‘Ma- 


Chicago,’ as well as ‘Young in Heart’ 
and ‘Heart Break Town,’ ‘Mutiny in 
Mountains,’ from Alex Korda, 
while Goldwyn will supply ‘The 
Exiles,’ based on the European crisis, 
and ‘Graustark’; Eddie Small an his- 
torical film about West Point. and 
Walter Wanger ‘Algiers,’ spec of the 
Fore Legi Selznick’s ‘Freedom 
»f the Press,’ biog of the A, P.,, j 
‘old 

Pending a 


product, 


n nm 


more complete setup on 


RKO will be represented by 


ino r Walt Disney cartoon fea- 
ul Painted Desert,’ ‘Gunga Di 
ind ‘Right Angle Jules Levy, s 
chief, was recently quoted as be- 
lieving the public is ready for big 
spectacle pictures now, outdoors and 


otherwise. 

Columbia, which has not made up| 
its °38-'39 plans but may have a lesser | 
spectacle or two, will be back in the 
wacky comedy fray with ‘You Can't 
Take It With You.’ This company 


released one of the top screwballers | 


yf the current son, ‘Awful Truth.’ 
So fat the musicals field goes, Col 
ippears to be indefinite at this time 


he Grace Moore tonefilms 


except for t 
} 


Universa plans, announced yes- 
terday (Tuesday), call for 40 pic- 
tures. Deanna Durbin will star in 
three, first being ‘First Love,’ sequel 
to ‘Three Smart Girls.’ Danielle Dar- 
rieux, who has nearly finished ‘Rage | 
of Paris,’ initial American-made film, | 
is to have two in 1938-39. Irene} 
Dunne will be another Universal | 
star set for one. Margaret Sullivan 
gets ‘Service De Luxe.’ 


Hollywood, May 10. | 
Outdoor dramatic pictures are the | 
for boxoffice doldrums, in| 
»f Jules Levy, RKO sales 
manager, recently here from a swing | 


around the country. Screwball com- | 
edies are washed up, Levy adding 
that important films are still doing 


a prosperous business. 

Film business, Levy went on, must 
get back to the type of stories it was 
using 10 or 15 years ago and produce 
with the higher standards in 
force today. 


Fox-W.C. Building 4 


Hollywood, May 10. 
A theatres, at an ag- 
of $500,000, are being 


Four 


gregate 


Class 
cost 


|erected in the Frisco Exchange area 


'by Fox-West Coast. 


New York Theatres 





Two houses go | 
up in Oakland, one in Fresno and 
the other in Reno. 

Fresno house will be town’s first | 
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HELD OVER 


‘Four Men © 
and a Prayer’ 


—On the Stage— 


Tth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL 25¢ TO 











arr MUSIC HALL 


“ROBIN HOOD" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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| Express Days’ 


| dicated by the master of 


| titled 


| proceedings. 
| and final number was one 


| Defeatcha 


_ PICTURES — 


Marrying J. P., Ex-Exhib, 


Now Running for Judge 


St. Louis, May 10 
George R. Hart, former exhibitor 
at Ferguson, St. Louis County. who 
retired from the exhibition field to 
become a Justice of the Peace. tossed 
his chapeau into the political ring 
last week when he announced he 


would seek the Republican nomina- 


tion for Judge of the St. Loui 
county court in the August primary 
election. Hart, who won the sobri- 
quet of ‘The Marrying Justice’ be- 


cause of his willingness to wed 
couples at any hour, sell wedding 
| rings, ete., has been under fire for 
several months because of the al- 
leged indiscriminatory methods em- 
ployed in the conduct of | ffice 
In addition to J.P Ha 
doe yT ? Se 2 \ 
c nander of the Reé \ and 
lecture on theolo » V ~ la 
p.n i the Churi of Ho 
where | ilso ’ 


‘SNOW WHITE’ INSPIRES 
OLD CARNY GRIFT GAG 


May 


receipt tT 


10 


many 


Hartford 
Following the 
complaints from theatre patrons that 


they had been victims of 


> L- . + 
pickpocke 


\ 
4 


during the recent showing of ‘Snow 
Wh t the Strand, detectives wet! 
placed in il I rhood 
I ises last week where ‘Sno White 
was showing 

According to letect pick- 
pockets now follow 1it film show 
from town to town as they used ) 


follow the carnival 


MORE YIPPEE 
Hollywood, May 10 
Carr’s production of ‘Pony 
started galloping last 
week on the Universal lot 
Picture stars Bob Baker under the 
direction of George Waggnet 


Trem 


Ken Maynard Obliges 


Indianapolis, May 10 

Carl Niesse, building the Vogue, 
de luxe nabe, called in his old friend, 
| Ken Maynard, appearing here with 
Cole Bros. Circus, to lay the corner- 
stone of the building Sunday (3) 

Maynard smeared the cement 
while group of kids siood around to 


supervise. 


‘Schnitzelbank’ 


1) 








(Continued from 
O’Hara (Paula Truman) 
pappy (Harold Moffet), while mammy 
(Sylvia Field) stood by. Such inci- 
dents as exact radio time were in- 
ceremonies 
me 


page 


by het 


Fred Keating, impersonating at 


| point Hitler before the mike, bounc- 


ing a rubber blackjack on an 
sistant’s head to indicate it was 3:30: 
several sketches, ‘Berlin Broadcast’ 
and ‘Goodbye Sam,” in which Janet 
Fox appeared to advantage; a song 
‘Let’s Arbitrate,’” sung by 
Frances Farmer and Leif Erickson, 
and a parody of ‘The Living Newspa- 
per’ technique, titled ‘Mittens,’ by 
Emanuel Eisenberg, directed by Nor- 


man Lloyd, who was in the cast 


4 


High spots of the program were 
two vocal numbers. One was an ar- 
resting song by Earl Robinson, titled 


|‘Joe Hill,’ rendered by Michael Lor- 


ing, which took the entire audience 
into camp and temporarily stopped 
The second high spot 
yf hilarity 


This was the parody on Schnitzel- 


Ghandi, Fine and Dandy, Apfel Stru- 


del, Yankee Doodle, Dictionary fAn- 
schluss), Quite Contrary (William 
Green), Pleased to Meetcha, We'll 


(Save Spain) 
Two more Monday night affairs are 


on the TAC schedule. and anothet 
socially significant Schnitzelbank 
lyric is promised. Summing up the 


net results, aside from the money 
raised, it would appear that 10ugh 
material might be gleaned from two 
more or these shows to provide a 
least one permanent light summers 
revue entertainment Some 5) per- 
ns participated, work of originating 
ind integrating the prograr hein 
] crea b] »t i ) 
\ le Bea legiter 
Co de} ; f ) ) n 
e wl the TAL 
) . 4 ity pmo } 
] p Daa i ] ) } »> } 
ected. 


| pedestrians 


So. Cal. Indies Protest ‘Snow 


VARIETY 23 


White’ 


~ Roadshow Tariff; Charge Camouflage 





Partnership Schism 
Prompts R’c’y’rship 
Hartford, May 10 


Two Thompsonville theatres, the 
Franklin and the Majestic, were 
temporarily put into hands of re- 


Judge P. B. 


court pending 


ceivers last week 
O'Sullivan in 


a winding up of a partne: 


by 


superior 


veen Nathan  Sisitzl ind M 
Harriet L. B dank : 
Maiestic and M B 
Franklir 
Wi i | 
ter tl] pro } ’ 
‘ es ' 
Total 
it ) mo 4100 At 
) y Hugh M. J I F 
J. Fahey were appointed tem; i 
receive! 
Both Sisitzky and Mrs. Burbanl 
had made mutual lease to ea 


y9ther and provided that the house 


should be leased only to and ope 
ated by each other until 1940. T) 
Franklin had been operated re 

larly and the Majestic on occasion 


' Charlotte, N. C., And 


Knoxville, Tenn., In 
Sunday Fim Tests 


Charlotte, N. C., May 10. 

Theatre managers estimated that 
upward of 9,000 Charlotteans at- 
tended free films last Sunday after- 
noon in a move sponsored by the 
Charlotte Progressive Association to 
show that sentiment favored Sunday 
imusements and that they would 
no disorder. Thousands were 
turned away. The downtown section 
of the city was packed with cars and 
at the time the shows 
in progress and some theatres 
presented lines nearly a block long 
attempting to enter. 

The innovation came in connection 


create 


were 


| with long agitation here for Sunday 


—AS= | 


bank, lyric to which went as fol-| 
lows, with some of the placards ex- 
| plained in parentheses 

‘Honkey Tonk Schnitzel Bank 
(Richard Whitney's), Katz and Fid- 
dle, Pidi Piddle (Hitler), Frederick 
Keating, Jersey Meeting Propa 


pictures and was a part of a program 
to convince the City Council that 
strong local sentiment favored a 
liberalized Sunday. 


Knoxville, May 10. 

City Council will vote tonight (10) 

yn ordinance to allow films on 
Sundays except during church hours. 
Knoxville is said to be one of the 
mly two large cities of the south 
where Sunday films are banned by 
law, the other city being Nashville. 

The proposal to repeal this phase 
yf the Sunday blue laws originated 
with business leaders who wanted to 
make it possible for tourists to have 
1 good time over the weekend. The 
movement was promoted by the local 
restaurant association, which hopes 
soon to have the Sunday ordinance 
against sale of beer liberalized, they, 


be | 


+ 


too, pointing to a tightly closed town | 
as being offensive to tourist visitors. | 


Council already has passed the ordi- 
nance for Sunday pix on first read- 


ing 
The local ministerial association 
adopted resolutions in which it 


linked up Sunday films with liquor, 
prostitution and the devil. The con- 
servative Knoxville Journal created 
opportunity for Knoxvillians to 
vote on the issue, balloting 1,580 fo: 
Sunday shows and 354 against, 


an 


GB SIGNS MOPPET 
Hollywood, May 10. 
Tommy Bopp has been signed by 
Gaumont-British for a moppet role 
in ‘Chicago Ban,’ to be produced at 


the Shepherd’s Bush studio near 
London late in May. 
Youngster sails from New York 


May 11. 


Los Angeles, May 10 
RKO’s roadshowing of Walt Dis- 
‘Snow White and Seven 


ney 


Dwarfs’ throughout southern Cali- 
fornia at advanced prices in contrast 
to regular priced bookings given 
theatres in San _ Francisco and 
throughout all of northern Califor- 
] roundly critici ed b the | le. 
Theatre Owne1 f Southern 
) la in 1 co 
e RKO Distribu Co 
( ree ™m 1€ ) I ) ) 
J = B in i | R it 
le, its gen 1l manager, that the 
sno White’ roadshowin in this 
4 were ‘camouflaged because a 
jority of seats are Id at 55e 
rices| with but very few seats at 
7oc, $1 and $1.50, latter priced its 
ner2ly for the purpose of cla ifying 
Snow White’ as a roadshow 
Claiming it is in re it of numer- 
libitor protest t the 
Vp ( ITO 
1 as protesting 1 de W1d- 
that the practice be stopped 
We cannot understand why RKO 
a distributor,’ the ITO communi- 
cation read, ‘would resort to a prac- 
tice of this kind, which ji » defi- 
nitely against the ethic f tl in- 
dustry. Exhibitors all over the 
United States have heard so much 
of national sales policies which usu- 
ally turn out to be nothing but a 
myth and used to influence certain 
types of contracts in certain terri- 
tories. 
‘You cannot claim that this road- 


how is a national sales policy. For 

example, we are informed that every 
theatre in San Francisco 
play:ng ‘Snow White’ ji 


territory 


admitting 


children at 10c admission price and 
adults at regular admission prices, 
while here they cannot see the pic- 
ture at less than 55c, 

“It is practices of this kind that 
reach the P.T.A. and women’s clubs 


through protests of their 
thus bringing down upon the motion 
picture industry the severe condem- 
nation and wrath of the theatregoing 
public.’ 

Jules Levy, RKO’s sale 
on product conferences, 


member 


; chief, here 
replying to 


the ITO charges, said it was no 
RKO’s policy to roadshow its pic- 
tures. However, in the case of ‘Snow 
White,’ he said, Disney, who pro- 


duced the cartoon feature for RKO 
release, demanded a two-a-day run 
at the Carthay Circle theatre here 
wanting to get back much rev- 
enue possible through the ad- 
vanced prices before hitting the reg- 
ular runs, in an attempt to get back 
some of his heavy coin outlay. 

Levy stated that indie 
throughout all of southern 
nia and Arizona, as well as 
were given the opportunity to 


‘oc 
Nnow 


, 
as 


as 


exhibs 
Califor- 
circuits, 
pl lv 
White’ at the advanced road 
show prices, and that only ones who 


could not cash in on this extra coin 


were the subsequent runs in Los An- 
geles city proper. Hardest hit by the 
local roadshow booking, Levy insist- 
ed, where the two RKO first run 


Hillstreet and Pantages, 
which instead of getting the feature 


outlets, 


at regular prices some six months 
ago were sidetracked and will not 
have the film for regular price 


screenings until end of June. 

‘Snow White’ closed its two-a-day 
run at Carthay Circle April 24, after 
18 weeks of near-capacity biz, play- 
ing to a total gross of better than 


| $173,000. 
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ot VARIETY PICTURES 
Pitas capital stock, 5,090 preferred and 
20.000 common shares, par $1. Per- 





3,805 preferred and 10,750 
Directors: Paul Clark 
Normanly, Florence J. 


mitted to issue 
common shares, 
| Newell, Walter 


[ Directors Flay Studios 


Newell, 





Notice of Dissolution 


«Continued from page 19) |ducers have given it to us. As yet | 





| 

|I am unable to understand what we | _, Wyren, Selznick I A ey apie 

end vour committee in an effort to did that we did not agree to do. If, | tors:" Myron Ss nick, Albert A, car 
keep forces of your Guild intact, and however, you and your committee — perc agape ee an ge eo | 
to prevent possible breakaway of | reported back to your body and told | Selznick & Co.. t Dissolution has no | 
unit managers and assistant directors,|them that if they eliminated unit | efect om parent organisation.) 


then I can understand its publication; managers from your 
in the trade press. However, both, would definitely agree to accept as- | 
| si Then I can under- | 


you and I know, and members of our | sistant directors. 


Art Theatres, Ime... Kansas City, to 


committee know, that it does not rep- | stand why it was essential for you} frances, shereot and thereto; fee] 
resent the attitude or the opinion of|to write this letter for publication | and operate theatre s; to deal in ond dis- 
the committee’s members represent- | at this time; but you must remember | FOS Oe ee nee uaid taabenea: Ok aaa | 
ing the producers. that nothing was agreed upon at ae Sate Tre Ft ot ceercal ier | 

‘I will carefully review what has! our meeting. | Bache, Hanses City, 36 sberee: anti 
occurred to date: As chairman of the committee | Fabry, Sedatia, 13 shares subscribed; the | 

You and Howard Hawks came tO representing the producers, I feel ant of a ae eee ae ee 
see Schenck and requested negotia- most concerned that you and your! ee 


tions be reopened. It was suggested 
you write Schenck for a committee 
to meet with you. Schenck appoint- 


committee have seen fit to take the | 


attitude that you have taken, and | Largesse for F-WC Lads 


reflected as you have reflected upon | 


ed a committee consisting of Eddie | embers of committee and myself.} 2229 —— 

Mannix, Pandro Berman and myself; ‘your letter seems to us to be! Los Angeles, May 10. 
as chairman. We met with your) written with the thought in mind| Charles P. Skouras, prexy of Fox- 
committee, consisting of Edward) tpt is not only basically false but| West Coast Theatres, last week | 


Sutherland, and | 
yourself, 

‘You will recall we discussed at the 
meeting many suggestions and many 
matters in your platform to which 
we objected. The suggestion was 
made by LaCava that we consider | 
this meeting as preliminary and that 
no one was to be bound by any sug- 


Gregory LaCava is also injurious to every employee | handed out bonus checks totalling | 


(and in that category include my- | $12,000 to disirict and house man- | 
self) in this industry. That thought | agers and bookers as awards in the 
apparently is that our views are al- | first quarter business drive of 1938. 
ways taken in bad faith, and those | Top districts in the campaign were | 
of your group always honest. those of George Bowser and B. V.) 

‘This attitude will always prevent | Sturdivant, drawing bonuses of $3,900 


any successful discussion or de- | and $3,800, respectively. 





>| termination of our mutual problems.’ 
gestions or statements that were : Seba = 
made. , | Halperin’s Prod. Yen | 
Background _ Incorporations | Chicago, May 10. 
‘We were merely to discuss the 


J I. M. Halperin, formerly produc- 
‘ . ition chief for the Publix-Paramount 
new Saas Prem | circuit and more recently operator 


various points and then report back 
to our main bodies. And it was re- 
peatedly stated and agreeable to all 


‘ < : ’ Screen Bridge Corp. of America, Man-|0f local neighborhood house, the | 
that this meeting would take no final hattan; theatrical business; capital stock, | Pix, has sold his interest in the| 
action of any sort. Nor would we| 200 shares, no par _ value. Directors: a | 

Irving B. J. levine (filing attorney), Lee house. 


hold you to any revisions that we | Rosentha! Irving D. Sloan, 605 


Fitth | Is going to the Coast to break into | 














suggested in your platform. All of | avenue, New York. - : ; 
ele cake , r ; . ._|picture production, 
our discussions were tentative, sub-|,,7¥o Boauets, Inc. Manhattan: the | P P 
: . ical and amusement enterprises; 100 | 
ject to later confirmation by your) shares, no par value. Directors: Rose 
board and our board. You will recall | #¢er , Minel Davis, Geraldine _ Weiss, Th tr s-Exchan es | 
from the start of meeting we said we| & Reinheimer, same address, filing at- €a € g | 
were certain it would be impossible a ‘eins Stites Da. Mee Cert 
e ° ° » h y § o eo INE rK; | 
for us to negotiate with a guild con-| produce motion sloturan, A a Omahe 
isti ir j j- | cameras, films; capital stock, $20,000; P . z ei x 
ew of directors, assistant a $100 par value. Sioustens; Sara i Theatres in the territory § are 
rectors, and unit managers. It was) ‘rim, Madeline Passero. Joseph | changing hands at a rate unprece- | 
you, and not one of us, who then | Handel (filing attorney), 36 W. 44th| dented here in past couple of sea- | 
suggested the possibility of eliminat- | *"yelion Gens. Maw York: theateical | sons. The past fortnight has brought | 
ing unit managers from your group | business: capital stock, 10 shares, no par changes of ow nership to seven towns. 
and retaining assistant directors. You value, Dire tors: Gertrude Schorr, 2007- | Chief, Weeping Water, Nebr., has 
; . : = | §2nd street; Marian Schoen, 1119 Caton been purchased by H. D Bowers of | 
will recall Mannix objected to this,| avenue, Brooklyn; Lilyan Manilla. 3720 | — egg ane rt d a; f $6,500 
as did Berman {ist street, Jackson Heights. (Louis Omaha for a reportea price 0 UYU. 
‘Mannix carefully explained his ob | Joffe, 1270 Sixth avenue, New York, fil- Earl Kerr, who has been operating 
4 c é a >. » an 








ing attorney.) 


the Princess 
Atlas Film Exchange, Ine., Manhat- ” 


| theatre at Oskaloosa, 
jections. However, we did state that | | 


} 
| ‘ 3 a 4 ‘ - j 
een ia atl tan; motion picture business; capital | 14+ past six months, sold the house | 
we would put the proposition before | ciock, $10,000: $100 par value. Direc- | last week. Stack & Pierce took over 
our board and before our attorneys | tors: Walter Bibo, Lester S. Gluck, Anna | giving them control of the town. | 


Globes, 2 Lafavette street, New York. 
Motorcycle 
amusement 


and you would do likewise, and then 
we would have later meetings and 
compare findings and results. We did 
this. Our attorneys again pointed out 
inconsistencies in duties of several | 


arinee: Center, Clay Center, Nebr., has | 
enterprises of all kinds; | been sold by T. C. Shipley to Paul | 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. | Tramp. The house at Blue Hill, 
Directors: Tom_ Baker, 48 Lake Place; Nebr., neighboring town was also in- 
George Russo, 2770 W. ‘ee Carl | cluded in the deal. 


Kiarnet, 916 Avenue O, 


Amusements, Inc., 


a : | Lent Beach Club, Ine., Point Lookout; Theatre at Utica, Nebr. was pur- | 
groups in your guild; also that your | amusement resorts of all kinds; capital | chased by Robert McGill from Paul 
guild had instituted proceedings be- | *‘' ky — Nespas sg he na PR vino Tramp. 

° ° ors: ober al e, Lriine naaos, : ; a+ . Tv 
fore the National Labor Relations} tong Beach. Emmett M, King (filing | Picture house at Fullerton, Nebr.. 
board which would eventually lead | attorney), 1775 Broadway, New York. was acquired by Lou Heald last 
to judicial determinatt P E Nu-Art Picture Co., Inc., Manhattan; | week. 

oO jualcia etermination of rights! motion picture business; capital stock, Theatre at Niobrara, Nebr., has 


and obligations of both sides of con- 
iroversy, and advised us that prior 
to such determination it would be 
unwise to negotiate, 


25 shares, no par value, Directors: 
Moe Mark, Dorothy Mark, 487 E. 45d 
street; Gertrude Feller, 1248 Schenectady 
avenue, Brooklyn, 

Planet Pictures Corp... New York: pro- 


been sold by 
Liska, 
Bob Booth sold out his remaining | 


W. C. Kroll to Joe 


. ‘ae iirey -|interest in the Booth theatre, 
“ ~ . duce motion pictures; deal in films, ete.; “ . .: 
By reason of this unanimous ac-| capital stock, $20.000: $100 par value. tn te +4" He — Medi second 
tio Vv : Directors: A. Jos. Handel (filing at- | run nouse in Fremont, Nebr., as soon 
n by producers and their attorneys, ternenh, Gace 0 Thies, Madetine’ Pas- 


as remodelling of the building is 


Schenck suggested to me that I im- completed 


mediately contact you and advise you 
of the outcome of our meeting. 

‘So you would be familiar with ex- 
istence of our basic objection to Di- 
rectors’ Guild as now constituted, 
and so you could relay this infor- 
mation to your committee, I got you 
on the telephone immediately. I 


sero, 36 W. 44th street, New York, 

River Shanon Bar and Grill, Inc., New 
York; operate cabaret and restaurant; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Directors: Rubin Breadber, Samuel 
Sobel, Tena Schertzer, 1475 Broadway, 
New York. (R. M. Sacks, same address. 
filing attorney.) 

Milrich Corp., Manhattan: theatrical 
business; capital stock, 100 share, no par 
Velue, Directors: Bernard Il. Miller 
(filing attorney), Fanne Smith, Edward 
M. Ladden, 565 Fifth avenue, New York. 





Albany. 

Peter T. Dana, promoted from 
resident manager of Universal’s Al- 
bany branch to the same position in 
the Buffalo exchange, was farewell- 
dinnered Monday night. Is succeed- 
ed here by Gerald Geary, transferred 
from U's Oklahoma City office. 











“or at : + sha 2 lee ‘ a4 . : ; 
carefully explained in detail what | “ak aaaacaat Cadet een Pee ay Appointment of James A. (Jimmy) 
had occurred; I told you that we had | 200 shares, no par vaiue, P pirectors: | Carrier, for past two years a na- 
done exactly as we had agreed to do | Mildred and Sylvia Machson, 1217 Ave- tional advertising-exploitation man 
#t our meeting with you. We had | }'/"4,,; Poly fag ' nL Singer, 221 | in Hollywood and former general or 

P > ; a, sTon ‘ » tric ") © « | = oF ; > 
gone back to our parent body for Conbea Theatre Corp., New York; the- | oy paced gg Boo Ba ge Decrin 
instructi . ; atrical enterprises; capital stock, 100 | & « 5 0 ans £ us 
Sahoo aes be oe one ong shares, no par value. Directors: A.| Bleecker Hall presages a change in 

i old you oped we wou e 


Nicholls, A. Nadelman, B. Goldenberg | the house’s policy. Long Albany’s 


Jefferson City. 


| 
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| EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent | 





Pit Band Draws 


The appearance of the 25-piece pit 
symphony at the Orpheum last week 
in connection with the showing of 


| | ‘Jezebel’ has opened a new possibility 
setup, ion MISSOURI | for music in Omaha picture houses. 
| 


The reception accorded the band 
under the baton of Art Randall was 
sufficient to stop the show several 
times during the week. Manager Bill 
Miskell figures that if patrons ap- 
preciate the live musicians to that 
extent there must be some boxoffice 
magnetism in a pit band. Miskell 
and District Manager 


mings, Tri-States chief, are mulling 


idea of using the orch again in near 
future with a picture of similar 
calibre. 

Not since advent of sound has an 
orchestra been used on an Omaha 
theatre solely for the purpose of 
playing a symphony to the feature. 
The idea originated here as an ob- 
servance of national music week and 
cost the house about $1,000 for the 
one week set-up. The orchestra 
played a special arrangement of a 


| collection of Southern melodies as a 
| 10-minute overture to 


the Bette 
Davis film. Eddie Butler was also 
brought in to handle the organ. 

The special music was advertised 
by an advance trailer and in all 
daily ads, and it is figured to have 
paid for itself and then some. 


Started Plenty 
Cleveland. 

Question of single features versus 
duals, brought up by Paul Gusdan- 
ovic in a newspaper contest bally- 
hooing his new Avalon, is kicking up 
so many vitriolic comments that 
rival exhibs are afraid it may start 
a city-wide campaign against double- 
features. 

Policy of the 1,600-capacity house 
nearly completed hasn’t yet been 
announced, so Gusdanovic started 
stunt as a come-on. Tied up with 
‘Plain Dealer,’ whose movie crick is 
openly against duals. Dozen prizes 
totaling $100 and ducats offered for 
the best opinions on whether fans 


Evert Cum- |} 





Revels’ and had people dressed as 


Omaha. | Uncle Slug, Grandpa Snazzy, Uncle 


Unie, Aunt Boo, Cousin Pernel] 
Cousin Wafford and others on hand 
for the opening. Also attending were 
Mrs. R. L. Cook and Enoch Need- 
ham, Bob Burns’ aunt and uncle 
from Hugo, Okla. 


Vice Tin Can 


Duncan, Okla. 
Offer of free theatre tickeis to 
children for digging up dandelions 
recently resulted in 63,575 being dug 
jout in a two-day period. The dan- 
delions were tied in bunches of 25 
and two truck loads were hauled off. 








| Sales Powwows 





(Continued from page 5) 


tially up production budgets on the 
new program. 

W. Ray Johnston informed the sales 
force of the distribution quota yes- 
terday (Tuesday) at the Mono con- 
vention in Cincinnati. 





William C. Gehring, central divi- 
sion manager for 20th-Fox, left Mon- 
day (9) for Detroit and Chicago. He 


| will hold meetings in each of these 


favored single or double features, | 


and why. 


Stories were given a timely, con- | 


troversial angle by quotes on fights 
in other states for and against duals, 
including battles in Omaha, Chi- 
cago, Philly, Milwaukee and Denver. 
Although contest promoter tried to 
remain neutral, majority of fans 
lived up to traditions by taking nega- 
tive side of debate. Another result 
thought dangerous by observers was 
that P.T.A. and cinema club groups 
bombarded Avalon’s owner with let- 
ters, all vipping that duals hurt chil- 
dren’s health as well as movie in- 
dustry. 


Playing for Mothers 


Indianapolis. 
Ted I. Nicholas, manager of the | 
Lyric theatre, combined Mother's 


Day and the penchant for all Hoosiers 
to write poetry into a couple of 
stunts to call attention to Benny 
Davis’ ‘Stardust Revue,’ 
appearing on the stage. 

Offered to admit all mothers over 
60 between noon and 2 p. m. on 
Mother’s Day, Sunday (8). About 
235 mothers answered the call, with 
the oldest one, admitting her age as 
95, receiving a bouquet of flowers 
from the management. 

Nicholas is also running a song 
writing contest. Original composi- 
tions were due before midnight Mon- 
day (9) with an estimated 15U com- 
positions by ham cleffers making the 
deadline. The five finals will ap- 
pear on the stage during the last 
show Thursday, with three best 
tunes, judged by audience applause 
winning for their authors, a 20-inch 
silver cup, $15, and $10 cash, respec- 
tively. 

Friday of this week, Nicholas will 
work his usual custom of admitting 
every thirteenth customer 








| 
able to continue negotiations, but | Shéa, Gane athe alee niterone | No. 1 legit house, being operated 
that there was no sense in our meet-| International Paymaster Svstem, Inc., | first by the Shuberts and later by F. 
ing and wasting each other's time | M#nbattan: vending = machines, ate.; F, Proctor, it has in recent years 
unless you and your committee | Directors: Leo S. Ramos, iotel Astor; | P&M a picture theatre. Alex Sayles, 
could see some way of divorcing the George €. Altman, 110 E. 87th street; who had been dividing his time be- 
assistant directors and unit ename | Sadie Rehrens, 1387 Grand Concoure, tween the Hall and the Palace, will 


New York. 
| Change of Location 
Audio Productions, Inc., New York, to 
sone Island City, N. Y. 
ERPI Classroom’ Films, 
York, to Tong Island City. 
Change of Directors 
Lou-Bril, Inc.. New York. 
Surrender of Authority 
Mid West Radio Corn., Ohio. 
Dissolutions 
Piceadilly Theatre, Ine., Rochester. 
Movie Star Charms, Tne., New York. 


Change of Capital 


continue to skipper the latter. 
Weston, W. Va. 

W. L. Pritchard and Robert Pritch- 
ard, who formed the Weston Thea- 
tres Co., have sold the Camden and 
Hollywood theatres to the Kayton 
Amusement Co., which operates in- 
dependent houses in Franklin and 
Grove City, Pa., and in Montgomery, 
W. Va. 


ecers. 

“You will recall that we discussed 
this over the telephone in detail. . 
And that time you did not object in 
any manner to procedure I had sug- | 
gested at insistence of Schenck. 
‘Get in Touch’ } 


Ine., New 


“You said that you would get in 
touch with your body and that 1 | 


would hear from you. I at least 





expected that you would call me Film Process Securities Corp., Queens: Civic The: a. 2 Denver. 
back on telephone and advise me | f'em 250 shares, no par value, to 1,000 | hi “_" WA ct " froin, the 
thar , ’ shares, no par value, |; Snip: ‘ . Anderson, rom 1e 
aes or not your body had ac- Sandolmar Theatre Corp., Manhattan: | Oriental, is now managing the 

cepted our suggestion. 1e | from 450 shares, 350 preferred, $100 par ee es aod ae eee ; 
pt P Be re After all, we valnk: Gad 408 Geela Ba Gar vale, | Federal; George Hodge is managing 
were only doing what we had agreed | to 1.850 shares, 1.750 preferred, $100, | the Jewel, and Kenneth Richards, 
to do at committee meeting—to talk | 4nd 100 common, no nar value. manager of the Rex under Cooper 
to parent bodies and report back to | Memberships Enterprises, remains there with the 


each other, and all I had tried to do | wrstvnt so exchange Pie New York, | “yc Theatres taking it over. | 

was to give you honest facts in case, | “ling atiorney). f.. Pag onl ~~~ eats _ 

so that you would have as much in- CALIFORNIA ae 

formation as I had. | Sisenensiabe Los Ancveles. 
‘As I have said earlier, your let- 


i eoirt Petrol Radio Ca.; capital stock, | Harry Vinnicof, indie exhib, has 
. J j 0 a < oO g seripi Ns irec Y 
ter to Schenck and to the trade pa- | yip<: “wor, “Onpistman, Haro’d Rk, | taken over the Madrid theatre from 


ers was certainly surprising, to say | Pauley, A. © 
Pp . 1 y Pp g, y Pacifie Coast Record, Ine.: trade pub- 
the east. } lieation); capital stork, 2,500 sliares: no 


‘I sense in the attitude of your | rar. Directors: J. D. Minster. wend, 
' 


Pete Warpack. 

Al Hanson has acquired the Wil- 
shire theatre in Santa Monica from 
Charles Caballero, who recently took 
it over from Chester Black. 


Cameron. 





. . | Hiemenz. RB. M Minster. 
letier a feeling that again the pro-| “Kern Reraki, Ine. newspaper publish- 





price as a ‘Friday the 13th’ gag. 





Used the Quiz 


Keith's theatre, Philadelphia, has 
been using for some time a teaser 
dramatization of its current feature 
over WDAS, employing the Wallen 
Players. Recently it was desired to 
tout ‘In Old Chicago’ and the 20th- 
Fox aversion to radio dramatizations 
| fave Albert Garfield the idea for a 
change of pace. 
| When the players reported for re- 
| hearsal they were told there would 
| be none, but they were not wised as 
to what was to fill in until the air 
| session opened and announcer Gene 
| Edwards, of the station, explained 
| the session would be a quiz, based on 
; the questionnaire in the press book. 
| With some kidding questions added 
to contribute comedy, the quarter 
| hour proved a welcome change, 
thouch the 15-minute period was too 
| short for best results Garfield feels. 


Local Stuff 
| Holdenville, Okla. 
Taking advantage of the annual 


Holdenville-Arkansas Day celebra- 
tion, David Dallas, local Griffith gen- 
,€ral manager, booked ‘Radio City 


currently | 


for half | 


exchange points on '38-'39 sales plans 
and policies for 20th. 


——EE 


Cincinnati, May 10. 

Monogram’s national convention in 
Cincinnati for three days ended to- 
day (Tues.), company announcing 
a program of 26 features and 16 
westerns. Large delegations attended 
from the home office and Coast stu- 
dio. 

For the coming season, Mono is 
planning to distribute a series of 
Spanish pictures under a deal closed 
by Norton V. Ritchey after a three 
month's tour of Latin-America. The 
Eddie LeBaron Productions, set up as 
the producing unit, will operate at 
the Mono studios in Hollywood. 


GB in Denver 
Denver, May 10. 

Home office representatives from 
New York gave exchange managers 
the lowdown on the year’s products 
and plans for the ’38-'39 sales season. 
They included Arthur A. Lee, vp. 
and general manager; Clinton M. 
| White, asst. g.m.; Arthur Greenblatt, 
| eastern division manager, and Albert 
Margolies, publicity director, At the 
meeting were Robert Selig, manager 
of the Denver exchange; Joe Aldrich 
and Frank Foley, also of Denver; 
Douglas Desch and Pat Garlow, Kan- 
|sas City; A. K. Shepherd, Des Moines; 
C. F. Rose, Salt Lake; Walter Wes- 
| sling, Portland, Ore.; Archie Holt, 
| Seattle: Jack Erickson, San Francis- 


|co; Harry Stern, Los Angeles; J. Gru- 
|ben, Oklahoma City, and Wallace 
| Rucker, Dallas. Meeting here lasted 
two days. 
Regional Meets for Col. 
Hollywood, May 10. 

National sales conventions have 
, been abandoned by Columbia, In- 
| stead, the company will hold a series 
of regional meets, with Pacific Coast 
| confab the last week in May at San 
| Francisco. 
New York regional meeting, first 
|of four, will be at Hotel Warwick, 
| May 13-15. 





Osterman 





j 


| 


| building a subway then—must have 
| been Sam Rosoff’s dad. 

Harry Gruber, who is doing 95% 
of World’s Fair electrical equipment, 
{is also a silent partner of Freddie 
| Fradkin’s Cafe Boheme; but he’s 
| only silent when the check comes. 
|There’s a combo for you—an elec- 
| trician and a musician; anyone but 
_a chef can open a restaurant today. 
| Overheard while walking down 
| the Great Tight Way, ‘I forget if it’s 
| the Critics’ prize or the Pulitzer that 
you don’t have to pay any attention 
| to!’ 

While waiting in Rudy Vallee’s 
| apartment for the Gelatine genius’ 
| we scanned part of his library and 
| observed copies of ‘I Discover Ma:ne,’ 
| ‘Defenders of Democracy,’ ‘Philoso- 
phy of Life,’ ‘Romance of Medicine.’ 
| Yale Book of ’27, besides several 
| others ending on one shelf with the 
| Decameron of Boccaccio, What, no 
| Horatio Alger? 

We are gradually finding out that 
money may not be everything, but it 
‘will do till everything comes along. 


(Continued from page 2) 
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New Book Sheds Light on Patent 
Wars, Pacts, Politics and Radio Biz 


———— + 


A Struggle for Power’ 
ia the title of a just-published vol- 
ume (Morrow, $2.75) by Frank 
Waldrop and Joseph Borkin, the one 


‘Television 


a Washington newspaperman, the 
other a technical researcher It is 
less a book about television, the 
future question mark, than about 
radio, the precocious infant of post- 
bellum electronics 

It is chiefly valuable and it prob- 


ably will be principally read for the 
expresses and the light it 
throws historically upon the patent 
pools, the patent* wars and the peren- 
nial wire-wireless spectrum—coax- 
ial 
Chapters dealing wtih 
Fox, Otterson, ERPI, etc., 


views lit 


William 


tie in talk- 


ing pictures along with radio 

Book is written from a strongly 
critical point of view. In essence 
it's a warning to the public that 


television is monopolistic by its very 
mechanical nature because all 
must be attuned to all transmission 

Pooling of patents is an indispen- 
Authors tend to 
favor government ownership of tele- 


sets 


sable prerequisite, 


vision, but they are not. without 
doubts about the government; and 
by government they mean the Fed- 


eral Communications Commission, 

Volume has a great deal more 
umph than is characteristic of books 
written about radio. It’s clear and 
forceful and open-eyed about what 
has gone before, and why. 

Authors at the ‘commer- 
cialism’ of broadcasters. Devote a 
whole chapter under the ironic cap- 
tion ‘Ethics’ to quote verbatim from 
a VARIETY news report of an educa- 
tional radio conference in Chicago. 
Apparently this news story was rife 
with the spirit of radio ‘commer- 
cialism’- because the authors were 
pretty shocked that broadcasters had 
been angered by a of taunts 
from the professional finger-pointers. 
‘Commercial’ broadcasters in that 
case thought the pressure group re- 
formers were ‘commercial’ (job- 
justifying) in their own droll fash- 
ion, 


sneer 


series 


‘VALENTINE’ DUE BACK 
MINUS BERT LYTELL 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert is put- 
ting ‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’ back on 
air, All new cast sans Bert Lytell. 
Former sponsor, Edgeworth, has 
moved to Cecil Warwick & Legler 
avency. 


Dr. Lyon’s tooth powder will be | 


the new sponsor, Now 
Starts in fortnight. 


Allen Sub Hunt Still On 


casting. 


Young & Rubicam agency audi- 
tioned another game program, using 
audience participation, Monday (9) 
night at NBC to replace the Fred 
Allen (Bristol-Meyers) show during 
the summer. Harry von Zell and 
Jane Martin conducted the audi- 
tioned half-hour. Latter conducted 
‘Let’s Play Games’ over Mutual last 
winter. 

Second program which agency has 
auditioned for the Allen program’s 
layoff. Two weeks ago another game 
show, presided over by Allen Pres- 
cott, got a tryout and was re-audi- 
tioned last Friday (6). 


Mennen Listening 
Kiesewetter 
audience 
which 
York, 
Understood the prospective spon- 
Sor Is 


auditioning 
programs 
in New 


agency is 
participation 


have been submitted 


Mennen., 


Am. Airlines Changes Agencies 
Chicago, May 19. 
Airlines account has 
snatched by the Ruthraufl & 
Ryan ageney, moving over from the 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert office 
R. & R. readying a radio 
schedule ‘to start almost immediately. 


American 


been 


Serious 





Bazooka Feud 


Los Angeles, May 10. 
Smith, ‘Musical 
and Dud Kemble, 


Roland 
Plumber 4 


‘Country Plumber,’ are feuding 
in court 

Smith is suing for $10,000, 
claiming Kemble pirated his 
idea of extracting melody from 


plumbing accessories. 














cable feud of RCA and A. T. & T., 


Ted Sisson Expected 
To Join Pedlar & Ryan; 
Seek L. & T. Successor 


Edgar 
reported 


G. (Ted) 
vesterday 


Sisson, Jr., 
(Tuesday) 


was 
to 


have resigned as radio director of 
Lord & Thomas’ New York office to 
join Gregory Williamson in the 
radio department of the Pedlar & 


Ryan agency. Switching date is said 
to be June 15, with a tilt in where- 
withal among the incentives. 

Sisson came to Lord & Thomas 
two vears ago from NBC where he 
had been a production man for four 
years. Sisson was moved up to head 
the L&T’s radio staff when Thomas 
McAvity was transferred to the 
agency's Coast office last fall. Sis- 
son worked with Williamson at NBC 
and succeeded him at L&T. 

Understood that the question 
Sisson’s successor is still open, 


WEBR’S BIG SPLASH 
PIMLICO MATINEE 


Baltimore, May 10. 

WFBR. which controls exclusive 
broadcasting rights to the running 
of the historic Preakness at Pimlico, 
Saturday (14), lined up an am- 
bitious set-up built around the entire 
afternoon of the race. Beginning at 
two o'clock, station will start a 


of 


1 
nas 


| three and a half hour ‘studio party’ 


splicing commercial spots into pro- 
grams by house orchestra, fashion 
notes and highlights from the race 
track by Naricy Turner via remote 
and vocal interludes by staff mem- 
bers. At 4:45 station will feed actual 
running of turf classic to NBC Red 
network with Clem McCarthy at the 
mike. This portion has been sold 
to American Oil for outlets from 
Maine to California, 
try on sustaining. Joseph Katz 
Agency handled oil account. 

Elaborate entertainment set-up for 
Preakness Ball to be held in Fifth 
Regiment Armory Saturday (14) 
night, following running of historic 
turf classic at Pimlico, will be paced 
by Elsa Maxwell with music for 
dancing by Hal Kemp and a local 
combination under direction of Bob 
Iula. Handled by a civic committee 
under chairmanship of Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt. 

WFBR will feed portion of enter- 
tainment to NBC Red for 15 minute 
period at 11:15. 


Cantor, Penner to L. A. 


Eddie Cantor (Camel) and Joe 
Penner (Cocomalt) programs. will 
originate on Coast commencing next 
week. Latter came east for its past 
two Sunday airings over CBS; Can- 
tor has been broadcasting from N. Y. 
since he started for his current 
sponsor on March 28. 

Entire Cantor crew goes with him, 
including Bert Gordon, Walter Woolf 
King and Edgar Fairchild, orch 
leader. Penner takes his cast back 
with him will use Jimmy 
Grier’s orch, which stayed in Hol- 
While from N, Y. 


Newman's orch was used, 


and again 


ly W OC yd. 


Ruby 


airing 


Boley, WOV-WBIL, Abed 
Boley, WOV-WBIL 


announcer, is three 


Eng- 


weeKs 


Joseph 
lish 


sick 


yi a 
leave. 
Presently at the 


Mi 2s 


Gotham hospital 


following a aAtnoer operation, 


rX 
Ls 


Rest of coun- | 
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PAYNE'S NO NAME 
JEFENDING on Wi 


If Public Taste Is Low, Ra- 
dio Helped Lower It, 
Theory of Commissioner 
—Let Radio’s ‘Master 
Minds’ Do Their Stuff, He 


Taunts 





Is 


ECHOES CHARGES 


Washington, May 10 
Inasmuch as various branches of 
radio are jointly responsible for hav- 
preference 
all 


sume 


listene1 
industry 
is Obligated to a 
of educating the 
have better entertainment 
This is the slant of Federal 
munications Commissione! 

Henry Payne, outlined in an 
sive interview with VARIETY 
veek, Payne, who has been demand- 


! 


ing developed 
T 


1e broadcasting in 
ramifications 
the 


to 


burden public 
tastes. 
Com- 
George 


exclu- 


ing more cultural programs for sev- 
eral years, is the chief advocate of 


more stringent tests whether licensees 


are serving the ‘public interest, con- 
venience, and necessity.’ 

Agreeing that networks most 
of the more powerful in 
company with a few relatively ob- 
scure small-towners, deserve credit 
for past efforts, Payne this week lent 
force to his past criticisms of 
‘moronic’ and ‘offensive’ radio fare 
by pointing to types of microphone 
fodder which the public could get 
along without. Offered few alterna- 


and 
stations, 


tive suggestions, however, feeling 
that if the industry is as ingenious 


and progressive as spokesmen claim 
the master-minds can find a way to 
fill the holes. 

Four principal types of 


, 
alleged en- 


tertainment and three outstanding 
commercial practices ought to be 
cleaned up before the industry 


breast-beaters claim too much credit 
for the ‘American system,’ is Payne’s 
view. When these deficiencies are 
remedied, it will be time for the li- 
(Continued on page 32) 


CBS Plant, Week Old, Too Small 


| signment, manager of operations for 
the Joint Committee on 


But It’s Because ‘Hollywood Hotel’ Bunch Is Very 


this 





ween ere 








Widest Possible Distribution Sought On 
Research Committee's County Figures 





Versatile Mayor 


Charlotte N c; 
Mayor Ben 


town ipparently be 


May 
Douglas of 


10 
this 
de- 
a hand 
voked up 

Within 
had him 


Cati 
pended on to lend either 
foot for 
by local broadcasters 
WBT has 
an amateur program 
out his sheathed 
shoe-shining 


or a stunts c 
a week 
m.c.ing 
and putting 
tootsies 
test 


Contest. 


In a con- 


held 
20 


doubling 


Sunday 
shine 


morn- 
with 
as Exhibit 
The winne 
‘Charlotte 
of 
shine rags 
fast 


ing, drew boys 


Hizzonet1 


No. 1 and judge 


got a badge reading 


Champion,’ a_ carton shoe 


polish and a dozen 


The studio band provided 
music 
Amateur 


incident 


hour is a Monday 


a.m 


()’Keefe and RKO Must Go 


To Trial on Injunction 
Action of Announcer 











Trial of the injunction suit brought 
by Maxwell Hawkins, radio an- 
against Walter O'Keefe, 
tadio-Keith-Orpheum Pictures 
and Hesse & McCaffrey, is 
skedded for Thursday (12) before 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Aaron 
J. Levy. Hawkins wants the defend- 
ants stopped from using the contents 
of a script called ‘The Rolling Stones’ 
depicting trailer life 
which he claims he originated, from 
use on the air or made into a picture 

RKO, intended to star O'Keefe. 
Plaintiff also wants an accounting 
of profits made on his alleged script 
by any of the defendants. On Friday 
(6) Judge Pecora denied defendants’ 
motion for a summary of 
the action on insufficient grounds. 
Court held the plaintiff's case should 


nouncer, 


Corp.., 


automobile 


DV 


dismissal 


_ be tried. 


Social and Needs Elbow Room for Serving Tea 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Flag at Columbia Square hung 


limp. Heads were bowed and fur- 
rows creased the brows of the fifth 
floor tinhats. A funereal silence 


Ab- 
ject humility was everywhere evi- 
dent. It was all reminiscent of those 
dark davs back in ‘29. 

All because the producers of ‘Hol- 
lywood Hotel’ had dared to raise 
their voices against the completeness 


hung like a pall over the foyer. 


and thoroughness of the new CBS 
plant. And followed through the 


dare by doing something about it. 
Packing up, bag and baggage. for 
the move from the CBS Radio Play- 
house on Vine. street, long their 
stamping ground, the Campbell soup- 
ers, gleeful and jubilant, last Thurs- 
day (5) pitched camp at Columbia 
Square for the complete rehearsal. 
elation was short-lived. With 
a cast of nearly 100 it was necessary 
to conduct the drill in two sections 
dramatic and musical Producers 
Brewster Morgan and Diana 
bon soon found they were breathing 
hard and developing charley 
making the jumps back and forth be- 
the two drill grounds. 
never like this 


Their 


30ur- 


horse: 


iween Vine 


street was 


When the show's top) mounter 
started hunting around for dressing 
rooms they found the layout more 
suitable for bundling than the pri- 


vacy to which they had been accu 


tomed on Vine street. The renéarsais 
were getting nowhere Up to the 
ifth floor bounced Producer Bour- 
bon, who had ‘just about made up 


| Vine street. 


, Vailed 


her mind to move the gang back to 
That would never do, 
for the tickets were plainly marked 
Columbia Square. Cooler heads pre- 
and decision was reached to 
stay put—but only for the one broad- 
cast. Next week and the ones fol- 
lowing up to vacation time the soup 
troupe would be back at Vine street, 
to give Columbia time to rearrange 


the facilities to commodiously ac- 


| commodate the Hoteliers. 


Spokesmen for CBS were quick to 


spring to the defense of their home | 
home to them even though it hasn't | 


been lived in much. The plant has 
everything, they asservate with dig- 
nity unbowed, except the adequacy 
to handle the social functions of the 
troupe. Seems that after a hard re- 
hearsal tea is poured and flippancies 
bantered. For a troupe of 100 that 
would require no less than a Hearst 
bristle, and 
such accommodations un- 
less they knock walls, 

Down 
ard 


estate, Columbians 


+ 


no 
idio has 
down a few 
19 be 
Wind 


have 


the street a piece was 


} up-the-sleeve 


snickers, 

to 

of a few 
worthies, exa’n 
and less ti 

a cat it was the 
NBC 


avenue, 


‘ 
of the poings-on 
drifted into the ears 
Broadcasting 


ne 


seems 
Ne 
INa- 
tional 
ung t in 


new 


to 


skin 


conversation piece in every ol- 


Melrose 
last week 
old KNX studio Max 
who will util the site as a 


SCO ati 


fice down on 


Columbia unloaded its 


to teinhardt 
ze dratia 
headquarters for his pro 


Festiv al 


oa 





Columbia and NBC have called off 
their merger of mailing lists for the 
purpose of addressing copies of the 


Joint Committee on Radio Research's 


estimate of radio homes as of Jan 
1, 1938. NBC going to do its own 
distribution direct, while CBS pro- 
poses to include the report in a pro- 


motion that it 
The 


will 


piece 
JCRR’s 1 
made 


s working 
radio 
to the 

(Thursday) 
the 


today's 


on 
eport homes 
trade 
the 


EV- 


on 
be iVallable 
either tomorrow 
day, 
ing out in 
National A 
casters 
Advertisers 


Association of 


or 
batch 
(Wed.) mail, 


sociation rf 3road- 


next with initial 


the 


Association of National 


and the American 
Advert 
1 \ 
1lling Lo neu me 
B.BO0 ¢ ypies of the 1 
distributed the « 
CBS and NBC had turned 
highly guarded mailing lists 
JCRR’s director 
Paul F, Peter, with 
that hi 
nating 


ing Agencies 


will each be supplie ith copies for 
nbers 
eport wilt 
be by mmitteee 

ovet 
to 


operations 


thei 
the of 
the 


understand- 
ing office would, after elimi- 
duplications, the copies 
of the report direct and bill each web 
equally for the postage. A letter was 
to accompany each booklet explain- 
ing that the latter came with the 
joint compliments of NBC and Co- 
lumbia. When the question arose as 


mall 


to who was to sign this letter CBS 
declared that it preferred to drop 
| the whole thing and asked that its 
own mailing list be returned to it 
pronto, 


Report will have the estimated 26.- 
700,000 radio homes broken down by 
states and counties. In addition to 
the advertising and _ broadcasting 
trade copies will be made available 


| to hundreds of publications and edu- 


cational institutions 


PETER JOINS 


NAB. JUNE 1 


F,. Peter, who has been 
named research director of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
as reported in last week’s Varirrv, 
will finish up with his present as- 


Paul 


Radio Re- 
search, May 28. He takes over his 
NAB post June 1 and will return to 
New York immediately afterwards 


| to sit in as the NAB’s rep on the 
| JCRR’s technical committee. 
John Benson, chairman of the 


Joint Committee, wants Peter to stay 
on until July 15, when the committee 
would meet whether to 
on with advertiser-agency- 
broadcaster 
that if 
this 
and 


to decide on 
the 


project, 


£0 
Indications are 
blow 
step 

of 


should 
NAB will 
audit 


this bureau up 
im 


its 


summer the 
up an 
own financing. 
Peter joined the JCRR 
1936, coming from RCA, 
with NBC from 1929 to 1935. 


set bureau 


in 
He 


June, 
was 


CASA LOMA WITH 
BURNS AND ALLEN 


Casa Loma band succeeds Jan 


Garber’s unit on the Burns and 
Allen show (NBC) July 4. Con- 
tract with Casa Loma is for 13 
week Indications are that when 
B & A switch over to the Chester- 
field cig payroll in October the or- 
chestra in the show will again be 
headed by Ray Noble 

Dance connection to occupy the 
band while working with the comie 
team from the Coast has already 
been et Casa Loma, follow ing a 
tring of o lighte will open at 
the Palo Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Mary Pickford’s Interview 


Before returning to Hollywood 


(14), Mary Pickford will be intere- 

»wed by Rad Harris on her 
orthcoming plans via WOR and the 
V1 il network Thursday (12), 




















ae ee 


oe 





26 WARIETY 


RADIO 


f/f 

















Fred Willis on Spot as Chairman of ‘Controversial 


Program’ Roundtable—Angell Sees Transcrip-, 


tions as School’s Answer—Many Awards Given 


Columbus, May 10. 
Frederic A. Willis, assistant to 
President William S. Paley of Ci 


Jumbia, was put on the spot by edu- 
cators aitending the ninth annual 
Institute for Education: by Radio a 
Ohio State University, May 2-4. Edu- 
cational broadcasters hopped on tne 
CBS No. 2 man about those Cam- 
eron talks on the Ford Hour and also 
tossed the Paley report to stockhold- 
ers via radio back at him in answer 


io his contention that radio has no 
editorial policy. 

Villis’ hot seat was the chairman- 
ship of a round table discussion on 
‘Handling Controversial Issues’ and 
he found the Cameron business in 
his lap almost immediately. Ad- 
mitted that talks are a problem 
which is plaguing CBS and for which 
there yet, no Indi- 
cated, however, that something will 
be done about it eventually. 

To criticism of the Paley report he 
replied that the network would have 
given time to any organization which 
wished to answer the Columbia 
prexy if it had been asked. 

Question of treatment of contro- 
versial political, economic and social | 
subjects was a theme that ran 
through the three-day institute, 
which was attended by 337 repre-| 
sentatives of commercial and non-| 
commercial radio and various edu- 
cational bodies. Issue was set up 
at opening session by Dr. Boyd Bode, 
of the Ohio state department of edu- | 
cation, who stressed that the funda- 
mental need of education is a ‘point | 


is, aS answer. 


‘ of reference’ and that radio's contri- | 


bution to the need might be the} 
creation of a forum where contro- | 
versial matters would be clarified | 
rather than debated. 

He was supported by Dr. W. W. 
Charters, director of the institute, | 
who advocated programs’ which 
would present all sides of issues un- | 
biasedly before they are discussed 
pro and con. | 

Use of electrical transcriptions as ' 
the best means of serving the school- | 
room was advocated both by Dr.| 
James R. Angell, educational coun- 
selor of the National Broadcasting 
Co., and Robert S. Stephan, Cleve- | 
Jand Plain Dealer radio ed. 

NBC Favors E.T.’s | 

‘It is impossible for the networks 
to render day-to-day service to the 
schools,’ said the former president | 
of Yale. ‘The maximum service for | 
schools is the electrical transcription, | 
available at any time in any class- 
room. It provides maximum service 
and maximum quality,’ 

Stephan complained that educa- 
tional programs are fashioned for 
the school or for the more intelli- 
gent listener, ignoring the duty of 
mass education. 
methods are holding back educa- 


| cordings of 


| English Foreign 


|; mercial organization. 


Said old-fashioned | 


talks: Ned H. Dearborn, New York 
University; Carl Menzer, president, 
National Association of Educational 


Paul 


Broadcasters: 


Publie Schools. 


Reed, Rochester 
table discus- 
Reis, WLW: Wil- 
Robson, CBS; Ernest La 
Prade, NBC; Harry A. Carpenter, 
Rochester Public Schools; Alice 
Keliher, Progressive Educational As- 
sociation: B. H. Darrow, WBEN, Buf- 
falo; Robert J. Coleman, WKAR, 
Michigan State College; Frederic A. 
Willis, CBS. 

NBC took five out of 11 first 
awards in second Exhibition of Re- 
Educational Programs, 
held in connection with institute. 
CBS copped four firsts, Mutual one 
and the other one went to WHA, 
University of Wisconsin. Columbii 


Chairmen of round 
sions were Joseph 


liam N. 


| got three honorable mentions, NBC 
, two and Mutual one. 


Jackson-Willkie debate on Utilities 
on the Jan. 6 Town Meeting of the 
Air on NBC was voted the best pro- 
gram of discussion produced by a 
commercial organization. Othe: 
NBC awards were: 

‘Science in the News,” by Uni- 
versity Broadcasting Council, est 
talk produced by an educational or- 
ganization. 

‘The Story Behind the Headlines: 
Policy,’ by Cesar 
Saerchinger, best talk by a com- 

‘NBC Home Symphony,’ best par- ! 
ticipation program by a commercial 
organization. 

‘Your Health,’ produced by Ameri- 
can Medical Association and NBC, 
best program for use by elementary | 
schools, 

First awards to CBS were: 

‘Brave New World: The Little In- 
dian of Mexico,’ by Educational 
Project, U. S. Office of Education, 
best dramatization by an educational 
organization. 

‘Columbia Workshop: The House 
That Jack Didn’t Build,” and the 
Workshop’s ‘Madame Curie,’ best 
dramatizations by a commercial or- 
ganization. 

‘Exits and Entrances: Propaganda’ 
(American School of the Air), by 


| University, 


| quo. 


CAMERON TALKS FOR FORD EMBARRASS 
CBS AT COLUMBUS EDUCATIONAL MEETING 





BOB BURNS’ BROTHER 
GETS RADIO-MINDED 


Seattle, May 10. 


Farrar Burns, brother of Bob 
Burns, Kraft Music Hall comic, is 
readying himself for a crash into 
radio around the Seattle area. Far- 


rar. who says he once barnstormed 


with his brother, has been content 


until] 
‘The Puget Sounder.’ 

Farrar figures that he has as much 
ball as his brother when ‘it 
comes to teNing some real Arkansas 


yarns.’ 


newspaper, 


41 
on ine 





senior high school use produced by 


an educational organization. 

Mutual’s award was to ‘The Right 
Job,’ by the University Broadcasting 
Council, best dialog by an educa- 
tional organization. 

‘Carnival at Nice,’ produced by 
WHA, University of Wisconsin, was 
voted the best program by an edu- 
cational organization for junior and 
senior high school use. 


Honorable mentions were as fol- 
lows: 
‘U. of Chicago Round Table: The | 


Crisis in Central Europe,’ by Uni- 
versity Broadcasting Council, NBC. 

Raymond Gram _ Swing, 
Mutual. 

‘The World Is Yours: The Story of 
Electricity,” by Educational Radio 
Project, U. 
NBC. 

‘Brave New World: Christ of the 


' Andes,’ by Educational Radio Project, 
| U. S. Office of Education, CBS. 


‘Folktales of the Western World’ 
(American School of the Air), CBS. 

‘Old World Backgrounds: Cathe- 
drals and _ Cloisters’ (American 
School of the Air), CBS. 

There were 177 recordings entered 


in the exhibition. Judges were Bel- 
mont Farley, National Education 
Association; Thomas Rishworth, 


KSTP; and Kenneth Bartlett, Syra- 
cuse University. 

Differing from other conferences 
on educational radio this one, ninth 
of an annual series by Ohio State 
was notably a ‘work’ 
rather than a ‘policy’ group. Their 
interest was in canvassing ways and 
means rather than attacking status 


National Education Association and} with the Chicago whoop-de-do of a 


| CBS, best program for junior and | season ago. 
{ 








WWL, New Orleans, in Dispute with 
Union; KOMO-KJR Seattle Tiff Ended 


_ —_ 


Joseph N. Weber, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 


———— 


_it was assured that the other stations 


recently to publish his weekly | 


WOR- | 


S. Office of Education, | 


Absence of stinging anti-radio | 
|resolutions was in marked contrast | 
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April Slowed Networks Pace 





RADIO NEWCOMER 


Mohawk Bedding Trying Sponsor- 
ship in Four Markets 





| 

| Chicago, May 10. 

| New account trying radio is the 
| Mohawk Bedding company, handled 
by the Schwimmer & Scott agency) 
| here. 

| Has spotted shows on four mid- 
| west stations, WLS in 
| WIBW in Topeka, WOWO, Ft. Wayne 
'and KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia. 


That ‘Policy Statement’ Is 
_ Strictly from Publicity At 
| WFIL Within 3 Months 





Philadelphia, May 10. 
‘Swing Club’ was inaugurated on 
| Saturday (7) at WFIL. Studio A— 
| largest at the station—was thrown 


Chicago, 


| open to kids for dancing to hot tunes . 


of the house band. Portion of show | 


|was aired, including quiz on swing 
slanguage. 

Program is in charge of house 
wander Tony Candelori, who in 
| January announced ‘no swing, no 


| 


| sway, no jazz,’ only sweet music on | 





| the station. 

| 

| Speaking of Publicity 
| WFIL was forced to call off its 


_weekly spelling bee last Thursday | 
It had arranged with local | 


tional radio, which tries to teach by | said yesterday (Tuesday) that he was 
the lecture method rather than by | confident that the New Orleans sit- | 
the most effective means—dramatiza- | uation, which was climaxed last 
tion, ; week by WWL’s issuing dismissal no- | 
Other speakers were Cesar | tice to its studio musicians, would be 
Saerchinger, H. V. Kaltenborn, Elise |S0on cleared up. Similar feeling pre- 
Sprott, British Broadcasting Corp.;| vailed at NBC which for the past | 


; 3 | night 
here would be required to do so like- | F : 
wise, but that since then WWL and | antl oe ae ave 
WSMB have been usin J a | =e —— Sere 
sic. ‘“ sing network mu | cording to the publicity—boys got in 
WWL has to spend $250 2 week = eg “ap spelling of werd 
and hire a certain number of men | * 2° UY ential 4 . it Sng _ 
under contract, Callahan added. Se rm Se a Se 
Giacomo Pepitone, business man- | -O™4TY Way. 


Julius F. Seebach, WOR: Franklin | 
Dunham, NBC; E. M. Kirby, WSM, 


week has been making a firm effort 
to get its New Orleans affiliates, 


Nashville; Allen Miller, director} WSMB and WDSU, to accept con- 
University Broadcasting Council;| tracts from the local union. 
Harold B. McCarty, WHA, Uni. | Weber explained that the bone of 
versity of Wisconsin; Judith Waller,| contention with WSMB and WDSU 
NBC; Byron B. Williams, WOSU,| was that they wanted to date their 
Ohio State University: C. F. Kline- contracts from the present instead of 
felter, vice-chairman, Federal Radio| making it retroactive to Jan. 17, 
Education Committee: Paul 
Lazarsfeld, director Princeton Uni- | with the AFM became effective. The 
versity Radio Research Project: J.) AFM prez said that if made such 
Wayne Wrightstone, associate direc- concession would net be fair to the 
tor, Evaluation of School Broadcasts, | other broadcasters. 
Ohio State University; Lester Ward | 
Parker, director Research Project in 
School Broadcasting, University of | 
Wisconsin; William S. Hendrix, Ohio | 
State University; George F. Zook, 
president American Council on Edu- 
cation; Arthur J. Kline, Ohio State | 
University; I. Keith Tyler, secreiary 
of the institute. 
Round Tables 

Work stuéy groups and special 
sections were presided over by Wal- 
lace Kadderley, chief of radio serv- 
ice, U. S. Department of Agriculture; 
Paul TT. Rankin, Detroit Public 
Schcols; Cline M. Koon, New York 
City; Frank N. Stanton, CBS direc- 
tur of market research; R. C. Higgy, 
WCSU, Ohio State University; 
Bicsling Fisher, CBS director of 


New Orleans, May 10. 

WWL Thursday (5) terminated its 
closed shop contarct with the local 
AFL musicians’ union and gave iis 
union orchestra a two-week noiice, 
| Vince Callahan, station manager, an- 
|nounced. This action was taken, he 
said because the union had ‘made 
certain promises and set certain con- 
ditions’ which it did not carry out, 
and because WWL was having to 
carry union expenses which other 
broadcasiers here did not carry. 

Orchesira, ‘Pinky’ Vidacovich and 
his Dawn Busters, has been playing 
from 6 to 9 a.m: for several monihs. 
| Callahan said that when the station 
agreed to take on 


union musicians, 


F,| when the general plan of settlement , 


|} age of the union, announced Satur- 

|day (7) that WSMB and WDSU 
would be placed on the union labor 

|‘unfair list.’ Local sent telegrams to 
New York advertising agencies, 

| 





Seattle, May 10. 
| KOMO and KJR settled their con- 
troversy with the local branch of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians Friday (6) after NBC officials 
in New York stepped into the situa- 
tion by phone and telegraph. Two 
stations accepted the union’s contract 


without modification or reservation, | 


bringing to an end the bitter argu- 
ment which has prevailed between 
Bert Fisher, the outlets’ gen. megr.. 
and local union heads since the gen- 
eral plan of settlement became 
effective Jan. 17, 

Fisher and the union got together 
two days after the local had put the 
two stations on the unfair list. 
KOMO-KJR had previously given 


the stations’ musicians their notice. 


effective May 5. Fisher contended 
that it wes unfair for the union to 
ack his station 

yesr for 
local payroll allocations, even though 
he had spent $39,000 the previous 


year, 


staff men as againsi other | 


So, with two guys in the hospital 
/and three other mugs with swollen 
| jaws, there was nothing to do but 
! postpone the show, 


- Mills Bros. Guest Date 


| 

| Four Mills Brothers, 
just returned from a long string of 
|European personals, get back on the 
'U. S. ether with a guester on the Al 








|Pearce program over CBS on May | 


24. Harmonizers have been abroad 
/all season. 

| Guesting on the Pearce show on 
April 17 is Connie Boswell. 





Hollywood, May 10. 
Bob Redd’s NBC production of 
‘Hall of Fun’ has been shipped east 


'on wax for agency audition. Redd 


also scripted with Marvin Fisher. 

Half hour variety show, geared as 
|} a summer filler, has for cast toppers 
Cliff Hall, Gogo Delys, Cliff Nazarro, 
Tom, Dick & Harry trio and Frank 
Hedek’s orchestra. 


—— 


Emil Dorer new publicist for sta- 
j| tion WWRL, Woodside, L. 1, N. Y. 
‘Last with World’s Fair News, N. Y. 


| 


But NBC Ahead of Same Month in 1937 by 1% and 


While Columbia’s time 
April took a comparative 
drop (from 1937) of 4.5%, 
managed to keep within the plus 
column. NBC’s gross for last month 
was $3,310,505, or 1% better than 
the April, ’37, tally Columbia did 
$2,424,180 this April and $2,563,478 
the previous one. Mutual's billings 
went off 5.3%. 

Monthly Year-for-Year 

Ii was CBS’ first dip since October, 
°36. Trend from that period on has 
been month-by-month consistently 
upward. On the first four months 
of 1938 Columbia is still 12.8% ahead 
of the accumulated figure for the in- 
itial four months of 1937. NBC's ac- 
cumulative margin for the like 
stretch is 4.9%, while with Mutual 
it’s 5.8%. 

NBC in April, °37, grossed $3,277.- 
837. For the previous April it was 
$2,741,928 and in °35, $2,682,143. Co- 
lumbia’s total for April, 37, was $2,- 
563,478. The April before brought 
$1,950,939 and in 1935 the CBS tally 
was $1,615,389. 


GULF SUMMER 
SHOW SET, BUT 
BAKER NOT 


John Nesbitt takes over the Gulf 
Oil spot on CBS Sunday nights, 
starting July 3. Question of whether 
Phil Baker will return for this ac- 
count in the fall will be decided one 


sales for 
monthly 


NBC just 








/ way or the other tomorrow (Thurs- 


who have} 


day). 

Young & Rubicam, agency for Gulf, 
bought Nesbitt from right under 
| Lord & Thomas, which was dicker- 
ing for the spieler on the Coast to do 
a regional show. 





Richard Dix, Jean Parker 
Offered in Zane Greyer 


Zac Friedman, indie agent, is 
offering agencies around New York a 
script series, ‘Lost Wagon Train.’ 
with filmites Richard Dix and Jean 
Parker topping the cast. Episodes 
are of 30 minutes, and disks are now 
being passed around for auditions. 

Rights to the serial are owned by 
Zane Grey, to whom the sketched 
idea of yarn is credited. Grey, how- 
ever, did not do the dramatizations. 


| 





| Courboin’s Baltimore 


| 


Sesh 

Dr. Charles Courboin, organist on 
Mutual web, will conduct a_ six- 
weeks’ special course in music at the 
Peabody Conservatory, Baltimore. 

Course starts in July. It is not 
yet decided whether Courboin will 
continue his Sunday broadcasts dur- 
ing the scholastic stretch. 
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HUMMERT TELLS HOW, WHY 





ORD PEEVED 
AT AL PEARCE 


———__. 


American Tobacco Co. had not at 
press time yesterday (Tuesday) 
closed its contract with Al Pearce 
because the required hour for the 


Lucky Strike show, slated to start in 
September, was not set with 
NBC or Columbia. Account wants to 


it} . 
€1Lnel 


maintain three full hours on the 
networks this fall, retaining Kay 
Kyser on NBC and the Hit Parade 
on NBC. 

For the $8,000 per broadcast in- 
volved Pearce will furnish himself, 
Carl Hoff, Arline Harr’. and ‘Lizzie 
Tish.’ Lucky will pay the bill for 
the musicians and the testimonial- 
gastees 

Ford cancelled its Tuesday night 
spot on CBS and gave Pearce his re- 
lease as of June 28, though the con- 
tract with him doesn’t expire until 
the end of this year, with no little 
feeling of chagrin toward the per- 
former. Auto manufacturer, though 


inclined to economizing on adver- 
tising costs for a while, is reported 
to have felt that Pearce should have 
resisted outside for bigger 
coin until his intial network obliga- 


offers 


tion had run out. Pearce’s angle is 
that the expiration date would have 
come in mid-season and since there 
wasn’t a chance of getting appre- 
ciably more from Ford his consid- 
eration of other offers was sound and 
fair 

Ford will be without representa- 
tion on the networks for the sum- 
mer after the Sunday night concert 


and Pearce goes off that company’s 
pay roll at about the same time. 


NEW MUSIC SETUP AT 
KHJ FORCES OUT STARK 


Los Angeles, May 10. 

Change of music policy at KHJ by 
Lewis Allen Weiss, general manager 
of Don Lee chain, eliminates the post 
of music director. Various band lead- 
ers taking a crack at the baton, Move 
forced out Frederick Stark, in charge 
of the musie department for the past 
nine years. 

Aim of the change is to allow for 
a more flexible music setup and pro- 
vide work for different seis of mu- 
sical specializing. Station is commit- 
ted to spend $84,000 annually on 
music. 


CBS Bests NBC at Golf 


Washington, May 109. 

Annual golf-course battle between 
Washington execs of NBC and CBS 
wound up Friday (6) with a smash- 
ing victory for CBS. 

Team matches were played off at 
Indian Spring Country Club, with 
NBC taking its first licking from its 
rival in six years. Addition of some 
new vgolfing-blood, during the past 
year, responsible for the upset. 

Score gave Larry Elliott, CBS chief 
engineer, low gross with 83, and Paul 
A. Porter, network’s headquarters 
counsel, low net with 73. Second low 
gvoss was Keith B. Williams, NBC 
engineer, with 84 Gene Conklin, 
CBS salesman, won low net with 7). 

Pill-smacking broadcasters were 
awarded strictly utilitarian prizes of 
golf balls, golf shirts and = goliing 


gloves. 


Knox Reeves Adds Execs 
Minneapolis, May 19. 

Frank C. Osborn, formerly on De- 
troit Times and Denver News staiis, 
and more recently editor of Ford 
News and radio program director foi 
Ford Motor Co., now affiliated with 
Knox Reeves Advertising, Inc., Min- 
neapolis, doing radio blurbs) on 
Wheaties. Osborn moved in direct 
from an executive sales promotion 
spot with Pontiac. 

Laiest addition to the 
Walt Raschick, former editor ot 
Gutier and Sportsman, who ts 
handling the Boston and _ Detroit 
newspaper ad campaign on Wheaties, 
tied in with daily baseball spot news 
happenings. 


KR staff is 


ys 
2 





be issued.) 


Comparative fiscal data a 
lows for 1937: 
radi 


Listeners spent for 


keep : 


Magazine re: 





Radio Cost Public 


(Figures herewith are copyrighted by the 
Variety Radio Directory—Vol. II soon to 


tubes, juice, repair and up- 





copie 
ied 


New spaper readers 


. ad. inks “ae é' ' 

dds up as tol oS) general magazines and eight group pub 
ications. No trade, technical or farm pa- 

Ss. pers were included. The last ABC. six 


.. $700,000,000 
in inl 


detailed 
Vol 


$700,000,000 In °37 


subscriptions 


More monev is spent bby the American morning, evening and Sun 
public to purchase, operate, repair and serv- day papers... $526,322 .636 
ice radio sets annually than is spent to bu Rural readers spent for farm 
either magazines or newspapers. That fact MSIMICBTIONS 4. bcciddécasci $11.179,000 
effectively disposes of the oft-stated de- Magazine subscription ind. sinele-cop 
scription of radio as a ‘free entertainment.’ t tals were compiled hy 3 \ LR : 
It is only free outwardly and superficially. Radin Directory iufter separate tabulation of 


months’ averages were used as base. 
breakdown of 
I] ol Directory } 


Spent tor 


(lull 


heures will appear 








SUNSHINE [5 
REPORTED SEEN 
IN OMAHA 


Omaha, May 10. 

Manager John Gillin, WOW, states 
that the station is now enjoying the 
best business in its history. 
now has no time for sale between 7 
a.m. and 9:45 p.m. excepting Satur- 
days and Sundays. This means that 
station has sold every possibility be- 


tween these hours, but continues to 


|earry, nevertheless, a number of net 


and local sustaining programs in 


keeping with station policy. 
Advent last 


into Omaha month of 


the Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. with 
two master grocery stores set off a 
rush of competitors to radio adver- 
tising. A & P has not yet set its 
programs but will spiel over WOW 
daily beginning within next two 
weeks. Hinky-Dinky stores have | 


bought sponsorship of some news- 
casts, and United Foods Stores have 
taken sponsorship of Uncle Tom’s 
Playhouse. 

Situation has developed into a 
small price war among grocers here, 
and foodstuffs are reported to be 
selling cheaper in Omaha than any- 
where in the nation. 

Advertiging campaign on Nebraska 
as the ‘white spot’ of the nation is 
figured to have a large part in the 


|advent of new stores here. 





SHAKESPEARE GETS 


APOLOGY AND RE-RUN 


Columbus, May 10. 


To make amends for cutting Co- 


lumbia’s Shakespeare Birthday pro- | 


fram at 15-minute mark couple of 
weeks ago, WBNS re-broadcast trans- 
cription of entire 45-minute program 
Sunday (8). Through error in 
program department, it was thought 
broadcast was only a quarter-hour 
period and station engineers threw 
the switch at the end of 15-minutes. 

Listener led Jack Price, 
program manager, to have CBS spe- 
cial events department send record- 
ing of the broadcast and it was aired 
Sunday with apologies for the pre- 
vious cut. 


squawks 


HAL KEMP WITH AGENCY 


Stack-Goble Also Adds Fred Coll 
and George McCoy to Staff 


Harold Kemp has become a radio 
executive with the Stack - Goble 
yzency in New York. 

After his departure from NBC 
about two years ago, Kemp joined 
the Hollywood office of Rock well- 


O'Keefe, Inc. 
Fred Coll and George McCoy have 


joined the Stack-Goble agency in 
N Y, to p.a. and do contacting on 
vadio program 

Both were formerly with Publicity 


outfit 


carrying 


Associates relations 
Josef Isvaels is 
yn alone, 


public 


which now 


Station | 


the | 


MISSES SHEPARD 


That Bill Aimed at Him Is Wide 
the Target 
Boston, May 190 


Hoss race and greyhound bunny 
chasing news has been okayed by the 
House this week for radio dissemina- 
tion. Bill, racing new 
detrimental to the public and breed- 
ing gambling taste to the yokels and 


jan aid for the trim the 


declaring 


bookies to 


suckers, was indirectly aimed at John | 


| Shepard, 3d, who carries the bulk of 

local race airings on the daily WAAB 
‘Racing Matinee’ 
music set-up a coupla hours in length 
daily. 


sessions, a canned 


in blasting at radio stations, explained 
his bill's purpose and said that world 
events and international had 
to wait till after the eighth race be- 
fore the would that 
news. In addition, he the 
‘monotonous 


crises 
station release 
termed 


frames a recital.’ 


DETROIT NEWS TO 
CURTAIL AIR INCHES 


Detroit, May 10. 

Following suggestions made at re- 
cent publishers conclave, Detroit 
News (WWJ) hereafter will devote 
only one full page to radio news in 
its Sunday editions, in place of the 
usual two which it’s been giving for 
past Several years. 

Edict will not affect weekday 
schedule of about one full page, in- 
| cluding listings and Herschell Hart’s 
‘Air Gossip’ column, 
| On the News’ one page Sundays 
will be crowded not only the usual 
listings, but also all or any ads hav- 
ing to do with Whereas, at 
least a half-page was formerly de- 
voted to impressive art layouts of 


ozone, 


artists, ete., hereafter photos will be 
| restricted to non-commercial pro- 
gram art, whenever possible, even 


though it may concern shows carried 
over newspaper's offspring, WWJ. 
Hearst's Times and indie Free 
Press also are expected to foilow 
' suit, with Times cutting down to one 
page or less and the F. P. halving 
its present full page every Sunday. 
Times carries full page 
daily, with Pat Dennis’ column, 
while Free Press carries daily 
listings: on Sundays some. features 
by Eddie Guest, Jr., and Frank Gill. 


now about 


only 


Philadelphia, May 10. 


Philly Daily News again starting 
a radio column today. Inaugurated 
one a couple months ago but it lasted 
just one day before the press of 
space in the tabloid caused it to be 
pulled. 

Ray Gathrid will again write it. 

100 Miles—For Free 
Philadelphia, May 10 

What's believed to be a record for 
long-distance travel to air a show 
is held by Marie and Burton Ptersol, 
chirpers on WDAS Couple drive 
from Baltimore—more than 100 miles 

to do their 15-minute stint, 

It's cuffo. 

John M. Murray, tormerty of sila- 
tion WQXR, N. Y., has joined Pitkin 
Associates, N. Y., program builders 


jand talent agency. 


|N.A.B 
During a recent hearing Rep. Milano, ! 


;rulings of commission at 


_ REGIONALS IN 


STRATEGY 
- HUDDLE 


May 10. 
Three held 

here Monday and Tuesday at Palme 

First 


with 


Chicago, 


I idio meetings were 


House. was midwest 


Phil 


discu 


group of 
Loucks sitting in 


on general ion. Main topic 


trade asso- 


that a 


was paid president 


General 


for 


ciation, agreement 


name was necessary but someone 


who understood radio business. 


Second 
t] 


managers gatl 


sales 
talk. 


regional 


meeting was regional 


for general 


ior 


ering 


Tuesday SCssion Was 


stations with topic being proposed 
regional 
hearing on June 6 and mapping of 


regionals strategy. 


OFFER ‘GANG BUSTERS’ 
AFTER COLGATE RUN 


‘Gang Busters,’ now on the Col- 
gate-Palmolive-Peet payroll over 
CBS, has been submitted to Stack- 
Goble for the Bromo Quinine 


count. Overall price of the show 


ac- 


| figures around $5,000. 


Palmolive’s contractual control of 
the program expires at the end of 
this year, but a successor client is 
being lined up in the event the 
usual options aren't picked up in the 
meantime, 


Esty’s New Corporation 


Albany, N. Y May 10 
Co., Ine., received a 
tate 

advertising 
ty, FE. Harper 
Gailney 


". C. Z has 
charter the 
to conduct a general 
William C. FE 
Marthia 


from secretary of 
busine 


Cummings and are 


the 
Capital stock is $600,000, with each 
$100. 


directors. 


hare having a par value of 


It is the in- 
corporation. 
inally chartered as 
Co., Ine. 


Esty agency’s second 
Enterprise was orig- 


William Esty & 


ALL-VAUDE ROSTER 


Penner Recruited 
Varieties and Burlesque 


Joe Group from 


b »- Pent >I provram for Co ynalt 


more ur 
Penner him-elt 
mid 
H  ] 1 pOvVCS il 4 ex-\ 
Harry ‘Whistling’ L 
ind Haley (Bernice Haley now ha 
a N. Y. gown Joe Marks is of 
Marks Rose Sydell 


Produce: xf the 


Va ideville 
yudevillian 


ing is of 


shop) 
and 
: show is Mas 
Keith vaude agen 
the 


Haves, forme: 


md Gene Austin tenor, is aso 


+ 











T GANG'S 
66 EXPLAINS 


Carry Out Conceptions— 
Not Col- 


laboration 


Considered a 


PUBLICITY ANGLE 


Script shows produced by Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert’s New York office 
ire not collaborations, Frank Hum- 
mert points out in an elaboration 
and discussion of the status of dialog 
write under his system of opera- 
{ mn Detail i Ynop ; wy F AK 
ind Anne A nhurt Hummert cover 
plot tuation and characterization 
Dialog is added by hired writers 
vOorking under direct supervision of 
the Hummerts. These dialog writers 
ire, and have to be. inte: tently 
shifted and reassigned 

Recent addition of a ‘no publicity’ 
clause to dialog writer contracts ise 


sued by Air Features, Inc. is a 
fensive measure to protect the Hum- 


merts’ credit as originators and ope- 
rators of the Hummert script system. 
Hummerts have no _ objection to 


dialog writers crediting themselves 
or being credited so long as the bill- 
their actual 
participation in the 


process 


ing makes clear status 


and creative 


In further outlining the practices 
of the wholesale sci 
several policies 
Hummert. For 
well-known novel or 
the invariable rule is to pick up the 


ip riting setup, 
clarified by 
when a 


play is bought, 


are 


example 


characters at the point where the 
tory ended on the stave or between 
covers Thus ‘Alias Jimmy Valen- 
tine’ began on the air with the safe- 
cracking finale of the play. From 
then on it was all new plot. With 
Stella Dallas,” ‘David Harum,’ Way 
Down East’ and ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’ the title, locale and 
character names are about all the 
Hummerts take over. It’s new ter- 
ritory thereafter. ‘Mr. Keen, The 
Tracer of Lost Persons’ is from a 


germ published years ago in maga- 
zine form. Rights were bought from 
estate of Robert W. Chainbers. 

One of the problems of the Hum- 
merts is keeping characters in char- 
acter, and plots in plot. They synop- 
size each running story four to six 
weeks ahead. Individual scripts are 
then turned over in skeleton form 
for the adding of dialog. An average 
script which takes about 11 minutes 
to broadcast consumes 20-22 paves af 
manuscript, Dialog writers average 
$25 per script. 


thei: *5° 


Hummerts operate from 
tate in Greenwich, Conn., where a 
corps of 12 typists are kept on the 
job keeping scripts, corrections, dele- 


tions and revisions up with the de- 
mand of five-a-weeking the Ameri- 
can housewife with her synthetic 


romance, 


Hummert states that there is no 
Wish to pretend he and Mrs. Hum- 
mert write, or humanly could tura 


out, every line of script of the many 
vired for Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
But they feel that the 
itiative, the conception, the detailed 
synopses and essential direction, tone, 
and nature of the serials is 


clients, in- 


casting 


theirs Without disparagement to 
the dialog or the contributions of the 
lialog writers they candidly do not 
‘copnize that a collaboration, in the 
usual literary or dramatic sense. ex- 
ist They hire professional writers 
to do the detail work in n pro- 
Juction, radio show-Duilding, which 
permits low cost entertainment ? 


Organist, 7 Voices with 
Swing Harpist for RCA 


As a plug for his Victor records, 
RCA Magic Key next Sunday has 
Lew White, the organist, spotied with 


in odd supporting Combo, 

fd Smatte’s Seven G's and Casoar 
Reardon, the ine 
blended with the « the 


frit now 


swing harpist. will 


msvluist on 


— 
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SENATE PROBE || Public Opinion Should Be Radio s 


By F.C.C. Probably Would Stick BAe eee Only Censor, Says Lenox Lehr: 


Washington, May 10. 
Late yesterday afternoon 


* If Tested, New Decision Hints | s:"s.nc"« "si: | GH. Payne Slaps Sarnoff Ideas 


got his long-stalled request for 





“2 - + vestigation of broadcasting. 














$25,000 to conduct a Senate in- es a, aoe 





Washington, May 10. Re ionals Need Own Audit and Centrol committee | . FO sagt be | 
Universal ban against absentee g earmarked the money. Resolu- | Open hos ities etween t. has 
ownership of radio stations probably T d ¢ S t tion is new expected to pass the casters and Federal Pesraters og 
would be constitutional, the District ra e roup epara e Senate. a step nearer last week as Lenox x. 
of Columbia Court of Appeals in- Several radio-investigation Lohr, president of NBC took up the 
4imated Monday (9) in ordering the From N.A.B.. Sez Don W. proposals pending in the low er chant about over-regulation and Fed- 
Federal Communications Comn house will also get attention eral ( ommunications ( ommis: sone! 
sion to reconsider a ye: old de 1p} adel oe this week. Their fate in the ee ae Payne resumed attacks 
cision settling conflict between two —— - WFIL payor * on light of the expected green- on the industry. | _ 
applicants for a transmitter at Pott et tan Ciena. a: . 4 attend rel light for a senate probe is un- Resistance against spreading FCC 
ville, Pa. vent cea f National Association of certain. - dictation was boosted by L, hr who, 
Because the Commish erred "! Regional Broadcasters He is deter- As oe hite probe wou in a talk before a round-table con- 
passing on financial responsiDINty,! ined to get the organization set up be coincidental with Pes ference of the U. S. (¢ hamber of 
the appellate bench directed recon-| ,, 4 pe ms nen’ basis. Declared here F. C. (¢ ah _ n scheduled loo Commerce, followed in the footsteps 
sideration of the grant to Schuylkill] vocterday that the group wasn’t aim- into the industry. of his boss, David Sarnoff, head of 
Broadcasting Co. and the denial Of| jing to battle NAB, but figured the jthe RCA family, and of his chief 
plea from Pottsville Broadcasting! jatter was dominated too much by | AN ANGLE | competitor, William S. Paley of CBS. 
Co. network coin to really do much of a ee | Radio got its come-uppance, how- 
Fledgling policy of giving pref-| job for the regionals. If Broadcasters Can Meet F.C.C. | ever, when Payne talked to the _ 
erence to local persons wanting to Withycomb said he feared that | ‘Audience’ Should, Also tional Academy of Broadcasting anc 
build low-power outlets—a prin-| when regionals’ interests conflicted | ‘ ? Te denounced Sarnoff's alleged imperti- 
ciple which the Commish is thinking | with those of the webs, former would | Saatinaiak, thie th nence, 
about making permanent in the pro-| be out in the cold. Copyrights is | If broadcasters are to have a Whether the FCC has the right to 


posed new rules—may be unwise but | one of the specific beefs. WFIL g.m. | «.ccret? meeting with the Federal | regulate all the phases of radio it is | 


. y . - leoa -ercice h c thev cho 1b 9] r < 1e " — ac ¢ _— . 2 Cc. 
probably is not an illegal CACrCISN of | thinks they should be paid for “es € | Communications Commission to pro- | trying to regulate was the chief ques 
regulatory authority, Chief Justice| source instead of passed along to test regulatory practices and policies, | tion raised by Lohr in his opposition 
D. Lawrence Groner observed. outlets receiving programs from | newly-organized listener defense | tothe bigwigs of big business, His 


This issue—which has provoked | chains. group wants access to the regulators’ | chief recommendation was for longer- 


tioning Federal regulation. Remark- 
ing that industry’s relations with 
government are ‘of paramount im- 
portance’ he conceded there is need 
for an airwave traffic cop and that 
the business itself cannot maintain 
order in the ether. Right of the gov- 
ernment to go beyond technical as- 
pects, however, was questioned once 
more as NBC topper commented th: 
‘public interest, convenience anc 
necessity’ is a confusing jumble « 
words, 


+ 
( 
7 
i 


re 


‘Does it include the right of the 
government to censor programs?’ he 
asked the U.S.C. of C. delegates. 
‘Does it mean that, in the approval 
of changes of station ownership, the 
government has a right to say what 
price should be paid for the stations? 
Does it mean that the Commission 
has a right to inquire into accounting 
procedures and pezsonne! matters?’ 

Chain broadcasting was defended 
by Lohr, who deprecated the use of 


j} this term in the 1934 Communica- 


. ; ~ } i 
widespread controversy in the past ae ee ears. term licenses, which would give radio | ° : “ , 
| illustration as Sarnoff in explaining 





Denunciation of the improper in- | some semblance of stability and al- 
Juence which license-holders exer-|low expansion with a _ reasonable 
| cise on the FCC was coupled Mon- | hope of reaping a fair reward for 

Dallas. May 10. |@@y (9) with a demand from the | enterprise and courage. 

allas, ay ‘ } ct a St . 7 ‘enc 1} . — 

Lenox R. Lohr.. NBC prexy wil] | American Radio yg ie Public Opinion 

sigh tides Mie  e ¥: arters in suite 2558-9 at : yee 
|drop down from New York to Dallas he adqua ei 2 ae Gs Spending most of his time outlin 
West 42nd street, New York City, for 
a chance to show that the govern-|the NBC 


few weeks—was raised in the Penn- ; 
sylvania case because one of the Lohr S Dalias Talk 
FCC’s reasons for turning down the 
Pottsville Broadcasting Co. request 
was that the president of the firm. 
Charles Drayton, is a Washington 
atitarnev 
sali "Recnonie Okay lon May 20 to talk on ‘Social Aspects 
Remarking that this ground for re- jof Adv ertising’ before the banquet of ment agency has been derelict in 
fusal never has been presented in a the National Federation of Sales Ex- punishing broadcasters who fail to 
prior appeal, Justice Groner said if ecutives, in convention here. WFAA live up to the law 
the Commish had a fixed policy will supply some musical entertain- Instead of loose ning up in treat- 
kgainst ron-resident applicants ‘we |ment at the feed. ; iment of broadcasting industry, the 
should be slow to say that the es-{| About a month ago Lohr spieled| FCC should adopt a sterner attitude, 
iablishment of such a policy would |on a similar subject before a lunch- |the A.R.A. contended, adding that 
be either arbitrary or capricious.’|;eon spread at the N. Y. Ad Club, | legitimate complaints of listeners 
Added that court knows the FCC so Se | have been ‘brushed aside’ by Com- 
far has not adopted any such yard- |}mish in disregard of the statute. 
stick. Reason for ‘negligent enforcement’ 
If the FCC in reconsidering the lies in the grip with which industry 
case decides that the Pottsville ap- controls certain members of the 
plication should be denied ‘because FCC, statement declared. 


prez echoed Sarnoff and 
Paley in describing the dial-twister 
jas the chief force which will see 
| that radio behaves itself. Sternest 
blue-pencil-wielder, he said, is ‘the 
thumb and fore-finger of the Ameri- 
can public. If broadcasters don't 


offend the general sense of decency, 


more completely and promptly than 
any government agency can chastise 
them, he conceded. 


Gaither Rejoins Boss 
Omaha, May 10. 
Duane Gaither leaves the staff of 


tions Act. While welcoming a probe 
to determine whether a network 
monopoly exists, he used the same 


the economic place of webs in the ine 


|dustry. Compared networks with 


press associations and jndirectly de- 


|nied that New York gobbles up the 


ing the influence and effect of radio, | 


render adequate service or if they | 


they are punished by the audience | 


Freedom of the air stands along- | 


a stranger to Pottsville has the con- | WAAW to become program director | sigan be ecrnlecaes = rye: of the arta of speech, | 
trolling financial interest’ and lays} at Station KBIX, Muskogee, Okla., | Likk P e sured Off poe porns tee oe eee ie 
down the principle that only resi-| May 15. He will work under Bill | IKKer Fess ; ; : 


broadcasters do not take sides and 
who was recently station | ——— make their facilities available to all 

Philadelphia, May 10. factions. While equal opportunity 
As a result of recent suggestion by | may be mathematically impossible, 
| Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board |networks and _ individual stations 


dents ought to run local stations, ‘we Bailev 
should not suggest Parag hen geen manager at WAAW and was for- 
of another view,’ the 1ie ustice |merly connected with KOIL in 


asserted. Omaha 
. maha. 
While such a rule might hamper 





| For past two months Gaither has | that it did not approve of likker ads | ‘strive assiduously towards it,’ he 
the development of backward and | been handling publicity and pro-|on the air, Jast of the accounts faded | swore, : 
outlying areas, ‘we think it perfectly | prams at WAAW. Bill Goodrich will|last week. Final one to hang on Jumble of Words 
clear it is the intent of the statute | be the new program director; he has | was Young's Y.P.M. on WDAS Sun-| Another challenge to the FCC 
that such matter should be left whol- | peen handling continuity. idays with a Jewish show. icame when Lohr got around to men- 


‘the court declared in explaining why 
the prior decision had been upset. 


The policy ought to be applied ‘with / ¢ 
substantial uniformity,’ however, | a . . S 
Judge Groner hinted, 


| 
How far the Commish might £0 in | 4444444444444 ¢44644464644444444¢4¢4¢4¢4¢44 $4444446464446444646466 
administering such a test of fitness 


was not indicated. In the instant (Owing to the absence of several FCC com- a tg “waee ae poe Re ae Seer 5 Se. 
: ’ ago, nak anges in 


aioe = court — ee two of the | missioners, radio grist-mill on Pennsylvania — and jump day power from 100 to 250 

directors were loca usiness men—| ....., a ; ° = 2 * e ‘ fie ligan: WJIM, Harold F. Gross, Lansing 

one a department store executive and | a nue, = pe very little business ~— 5 MOE helene eae F. Gross to WJIM, Ink 
a re yas x 7 c I .O Ea Vie e Ss e ie ~ « _ ae é wet ‘0 oration, 

the other a telephone company tech- | ey t wee Ke examiners fre pt rts and no New York: Civic Broadcasting Corp., Syracuse, new sta- 

nician—and remarked there ‘was no| Commish decisions, but prospects of more news tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts; City of New 

evidence showing they were dum- } next w eek, when broadcast bosses are back at York, Municipal Broadcasting System, New York, new high 


ly in the hands of the Commission,’ | 
| FRESH HF GGG 4444444444444 4446446464 44444 6466644664444 44444 44444444 FHFFFHFHooseeee 
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composite 
waits. 
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: | frequency broadcast station to be onerated on A3 emission 
mies or did not know local listener | 4} ¢j, desks. ) with frequency 26100 ke, power of 100 watts. 
requirements. j North Carolina: WMED, Richard Austin Conlea, Wilming- | 
Reason for ordering further study | MINOR DECISIONS evi. hagrrend Ragin ig mage gp Mons Mey em 206 eutee Meas 
: reas ) ve an ime o oper atio ro ) a s lavs 
in this proceeding was the Com- only, to 100 watts nights, 250. watts days. silica 
mission’s unintentional error in pass- Washington, May 16. gr eager KTOK, Oklahoma City, changes in equipment 
ing on the company’s financial ability. | California: KDB, Thomas S. Lee, R. D. Merrill, Beatrice "Oregons, KMED Mra Wee, Winans " 
~ . 4:2 , | WT) AM > yrs Tete » Ss a « ‘ y eed : Tee ees + Wiad om, mearord, matel B r 
Court held unjustified the FCC’s view tr el prt ese % ‘ae po pion eee oe ae Vy equipment, increase power from 250 watts to 1 kw. slay 
‘ : 6.403 iz ‘ _| ere “al ) ary é ; 1 of Santa Barbara Pennsyl ia: WHIB, Greensburg, mo ransmi ally 
that the responsibility was dubious Broadcasters, Ltd., licensee of KDB, from Don Lee, deceased, sSautetl year ceed ye Sun Be ysteree a . : wie - vel mitter locally, 
because of the possibility the Penn-| to aforementioned executors. iion from days only to walle not © aa diem eenat lanes 
. 4: ~ . ° ° ad Mmitead, Sing Girectiona a ‘ 
sylvania Securities Commission might California: KNX, Los Angeles, granted autherity te with- nights, See ae 
not approve issuance of stock. This draw without prejudice application set _ hearing for a new ri Virginia: WRBLK, Clarksburg, changes in equipment 
terti ne . * . station to be operated on 1050 ke with 500 kw. and day power boost froin 100 to 250 watts. ; 
objection besie based on wrong opin- Montana: KGHL, Billings. granted transfer of contre) 
ion expressed by Drayton at the ex- from the stocknolders of the licensee to Charles ©. Camip- NEW APPLICATIONS 
aminer’s hearing. bell. Also granted renewal of license. to Sept. 1. 





‘ — : New Jersey: W2XJl, Bamberger Broadcast Service, sailieg : , . 
; In the case now under considera- whi eames Pine 26200 ke Senne. . co a A ins Alabama: WBRC, Birmingham, authority to transfer con- 
tion, the evidence shows that the | in eaieeh aanlamannia’ , “ : a cot yeh ol "ry Eloise H. Smith (now Eloise H, 
. P ¥ ° anna as Exec > Net: 5 pare is : . 

corporation was organized in Mary- New York: WNBZ, Smith and Mace, Saranac Lake, Com- 10 Eloise H + ong 1 ‘79 oho : oe = - on oe 
” aaah a : ge mish reeonsidered and granted application for license re- 4 _ 4 . “7g fag 4 bs ommon stock, 

2 © Ss *k | laska: Midnig Ss troadcast , O% a 
land and sub criptions to its stock newal, heretofore set for hearing (since designating the re- # i night un Broacecasiing Co. Fairbanks, new 


fiution to be operated on 610 ke with 1 kw, 


in excess of its financial requirements | newal for hearing, Commish has granted an application for California: National Broadeastir Cc J Holl } 
i Py iNet ‘ > t fasting “ ne.. olivwood, 


for construction of the station were | Voluniary essignment of license and construction permit tc 1 


. hree new relay broadcast stations to be o erated n rat 
duly made. + Justice Groner said. | ales phe cent Vv, . whe Mie 7 ti c w i 24600, 37600 and 40600 ke wit h .25 watts : ef ee , 
a ve : or uyvyahoga alley sroadcasting es arren, granted California: Warne my re a tend “— we . 

If, as we think, both Mr. Drayton motion to dismiss without prejudice application for new reitter Tae este ter Os ting ta. — nstall ne ‘yd trans- 
: . P 1 5 ‘ 7 . ‘ ‘ - oO O00 Walts; IE NX ‘ 

in his testimony and the Commission | Stition to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts. wood Bro vices Ba orgy 


dceasting Co., Ine., Eureka authority te 


s : "@ ‘ ia: V3 s 7 ’ oadcast “ “< N \ ‘ ’ . P ne . 
in its finding based on his testimony | . “C™™*)'¥ania: WSNAU, WCAU Broad ing ¢ ewion control of corporation from Harold HW. Hanseth to Williar 
. Square grantec addition of 25725 ke, in addition t« ihe I ullin. 8.4281 ah ere ‘ ; —s 
were in error, it would be a silly | frequencies in the present assignment Color vile “ ‘ ie nilenatid Co. T 
, > . ; ’ i : National sroadcasting CC ver ‘ 
business to perpetuate the error and South Carolina: Rock Hill Broadcasting Co., Rock Til, new relav broad ntis 9 cieekieaa : - + 7 si , Denve ne 
: f inted hor ‘ 7 \ draw he . | — slic . ‘ aad “ ns ‘ ‘ Perated or t¢ 
pe rmit it tc ri estrov the rights of the f T 1 ¢€ i iv t¢ Vithare A Ww : out prejud ‘ - de F ort Hot 1600 and 40600 ke with .25 watts 
, a “ 7 t ( $ on be operated, days only, on ‘ Ke WIN i ie Seo Nationr > — 
applicant in the instant controve rsy. 100 watts, Ww apm Nigel Cotempias F te Broads . . Ce J 
A ; veep Soe 3 ushingt two new relay broadeasiing s ons to be oper 
yes . } sane: . ; va er of nted author ) : " _— » ate or 100, St600, 37600 and 40600 with 2: watis 
. au y . 1 * out pre aice § blieation or change nm powe and hours Kentucky: WOMI, Owensbor< chanwe { ‘ 
tudio 3G Glorified — [or overation trom 250 watts days only, to 100 walis nights at ati boro, change frequency frum 15+ 
12 days, « O ke : : 
mr » ‘ Maryland: VFRBR taltimore er } eDer ntal « 
NEC Artists Service is attemntin: Virginie WM Be Havens & Martir Tn tN mond, P he — N whe cae ™ « iy ‘ ¢ #0 
a. S / : zation é atel e stution te &® ope ed « 1296 3} 
to sell to a sponsor a script show, ;{°"'*""" OF O8 CSEE OF ESVSRE TION SF mOENe OF SV Sren with from 10 to 100 watts, synchronous WEE 
24 ame e ne tie ot ne ads s d mswer 1 petiti« files t , a * sa 
*Studio 3G,’ which has been written | wy pe (3 on WRNL), and motion to dismiss Montana losby's, Ine Miss é t e 
g tN in as « f on to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2 U0 ane “4 ‘ 
by a pair of its employecs er io pe or order of revocation filed by WMG, 0 watts 
Fd de Salisbury, sales promotion New YVock: WMFP, Plattsburg, change frequency fr 
" . to 1240 ke nate ? 
head of the Service, has done the SET FOR HEAR G . a 7 I 1 new er, direc 
. j OeOst pe er from 100 Watis nigl ra | = « 1 
program in cooperation with hi: | + kw 
assistant. Edy the cde Takac s, There is, | Florida: Wot Orlande boost night power fre 1 to 8 Olio: WwicaA, © A Rowlev, Ashtshnul olunts assicn- 
2 — , kw tte be heare befo ‘ ninish), v t f lice e oO A corpe ste e 
in the NBC N. Y. quarters, a studio | ~ jyuiy- . eats cigar passer ‘ ont of WICA, Ir ' { Che Fert Indust 
em ’ dluhe: KSEI Peacniell install directional antenni M\S- i‘ loledo, new relay broadcast station te be cope: €a «fr 
tagged 3G, tem for both «i and night operation, change frequency fron S1100, 34600, 37000 and 40600 ke with ¢ watts, 


operating time. 

Viewpoint of the regulate-them-to- 
the-hilt faction was voiced by Com- 
missioner Payne who termed Sar- 
noff’s speech ‘amazing’ and blasted 
the industry lobby. Crusading FCC 
member recalled that Mae West ap- 
pearance, commenting that head of 
the outfit responsible for such a pro- 
gram ought to be more deferential. 

Congressional investigation is 
needed to clarify the atmosphere and 
put broadcasting in its place, Payne 
averred, emphasizing that radio and 
né€wspapers—which Sarnoff viewed 
as comparable—are in entirely Gifs 
ferent positions. 

Programs received scathing ¢de- 
nunciation from Payne, who said that 
probably each decent, worthwhile 
program is offset by ‘perhaps a hun- 
dred ... which are trite and stulti- 
fying.’ Blood-and-thunder features 
for youngsters and adult entertain- 
ment which is ‘moronic’ were 
brought up by the FCC defender. 

‘Mr. David Sarnoff’s attack on 
government regulation ... is amaz- 


|}ing not only because of its disre- 
| gard of the facts and its defiance of 


voluntary | 


| 


| 


| public opinion,’ Payne observed, ‘but 
| because it is evidence of the organ- 


/ 
| 


ized movement of the radio monop- 
oly to mould public opinion to its 
will and to control not only the ra- 
dio industry but the regulatory 


| body.’ 


In an outspoken attack on the ine 
dustry’s attempts to dictate regula- 
tory principles, Payne termed Sar- 
noft’s views characteristic of the ‘are 


| rogant lobby’ which RCA helps sup- 
| port and the constant effort to thwart 


stricter government control. 
Against Leng License 

Longer license is out of the ques- 
tion, according to Payne, until radio 
learns to respect its obligations. 
Even with the short-term franchises 
granted at present, the industry has 
‘become negligent of the public in- 
terest and arrogant,’ he said. ‘They 
are filling the air with trival pro- 
grams and are conditioning the pub- 
lic to like these programs. They are 
filing our homes with propaganda 
and the blare of advertising.’ 

Most ire was directed at Sarnoff's 
parallel between radio, on one side, 
and newspapers, doctors, and Jaw- 
yers. Accusing RCA head of ‘several 


| gross assumptions,’ Payne pointed out 


that physicians, the bar and the press 
‘do not enjoy the use of valuable 
frequencies belonging to the pub- 
lic,” denied that broadcasting is a 
‘personal service,’ and remarked that 
while newspaper owners gamble 
their Own cash, broadcasters start 
with a subsidy in the form of a 
publicly-owned frequency. Radic 
‘works on velvet furnished by the 
government,’ he said. 

If radio renders a personal service, 

w does the industry justif: 
lous profits in station sales, Payne 
wanied to know. Spotlichted suiles 
of KNX, Los Angeles, KFXR and 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, and WBAL, 
Baliimore, which were sold for 
amounts far in excess of original or 
replacement cost. Rate of profit 
greaily exceeds net of the telephone 
sysiem, U. S. Steel Corp... or any 
dector or lawyer, he remarked. 
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Qver-Zealous Reformers of Radio 


May Stifle Advance, Craven Warns 








= — + 
Washington, May 10. ‘Radio Is a Show’ 
Over-zealous reformers may put 
proadcasting J z straitjacket Washington, May 10. 
which will both stifle progress and Radio dignifiers who insist 
limit social benefits, Federal Com- that BrOncensting io Sivan. 
J ; a: inspired Fifth Estate received 
munications Commissioner JT. A. M. little support last week from 
Craven warned Jast week. Major Lenox R. Lohr, president 
In a speech viewed as a slap at of NBC. 
certain factions within the regulatory ‘Radio is a show.’ Major Lohr 
body as well as at Congressional declared in addressing the 
preast-beaters ar.d outside critics, the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
technically-minded FCC member ‘and, with its own technique, 
told the Women’s National Radio has built illusions of reality for 
Committee that since radio is such those in the seats before the 
an infant it is wise to go slow in proscenium of their loud speak- 
trying to dictate the use of ‘its vast ers,’ 
natural power.’ Force of public]; 


opinion is better than too rigid gov- 
ernmental dictation, he opined, 

Considering developments on the 
horizon, like facsimile and television, 
radio has ‘untold potentialities’ in 
the future as far as the life of the 
people are concerned, Craven ob- 
served. Before too strict rules are 
Jaid down, these possibilities must be 
carefully weighed. 

‘The potentialities in the applica- 
tion of radio as a means of mass 
communication present an alarming 











NBC Blue Set 
With KMA After 


| arle Notice 


——_—_. 


picture to certain people,’ regulator | 


conceded. ‘There are 
would make certain that radio will 
be used in the way they think best 
for the good of the people. 

‘However well-intentioned these 
worthy reformers may be, some of 
them do not attempt to ascertain all 
of the effects of their immediate ob- 


jectives upon the very instrumental-4 


ity they desire to preserve ... Today 
iechnical progress is proceeding at 
such a rapid rate that by tomorrow 
not only will the technical base 
upon which radic now operated 
be changed but the existing 
limitations which influence its 
social and economic significance will 
be considerably broadened. 
fore, those who would cut the pat- 
tern of the suit to fit 
radio should not design this pattern 
upen the dimensions of this rather 
youngish radio of today.’ 


is 
aiso 


now 


Defends Present Ways 


Arbitrary curbs must be avoided, 
Craven said. Network and transcrip- 
tion methods of program distribution 
—one of the chief targets of industry 
critics—were defended as having 
some advantages ‘essential to broad- 
casting from the standpoint of the 
listening public’ as well as certain 
draw-backs. Piped and canned pro- 
grams provide talent and education 
which would not be available to 
many stations otherwise, even though 
they may discourage to some extent 
cultivation of local talent and re- 
sources, Both sides of the question 
must be studied jin effort to reach 
@ reasonable balance. 

Constructive government regula- 
tion is the chief need of both the 
public and the industry, according to 
the FCC expert, who cautioned 
against ‘illogical reforms’ that may 
throw cold water on ‘pioneering 
spirit?’ and thus slow up the ex- 
ploitation of radio for general wel- 
fare. Public opinion should be de- 
veloped to guide the industry, but 
reformers must think ‘along broad- 


some who} 


There- | 


the future | 


Omaha, May 10. 
NBC came back at 
States Broadcasting Co. last week 
| with a fast one when it suddenly 
began to air blue (WJZ) link pro- 
|\gram over WMA, Shenandoah 100- 
|watter. Don Searle, Central 
gen. mgr., had the week before noti- 


ber. Searle now claims that the| 
|switch of the blue’s programs to} 
KMA at this date constitutes a vio-| 


lation of contract. 
a formal protest to 
templates no action, 

KOIL will likely 
CBS programs Sept 
own KFAB. 


Beyond making 
NBC, Searle con- 


start carrying 
25, relieving its 
Lincoln, from that 
chore. KOIL’s affiliation with 
tual, it is understood, will not 
affected by the Columbia alliance. 


NAB. APOLOGIZES 


Philadelphia, May 10. 


by Leon Levy, WCAU prez, last 


; week, following failure of NAB to} 


lact on station’s application for re- 
ladmission. Wire explained that 
idespite fact about a dozen other ap- 
|plications were okayed, slight to the 
|Philly station was entirely uninten- 
itiona]. It stated that sudden neces- 
l sity for Mark Eihridge to return to 
| Louisville because of illness of one 
lof his children brought about mem- 
i bership committee’s failure to act. 


Levy told Variety he was ‘satis- | 


‘fied’ with the explanation, Station 


its Chi convention two years ago fol- 
llowing battle over copyrights. 


POLITE BROADCASTERS 


KYW Gifts Levys With Clock ‘For 


Visoned lines and with an under- |, Past Courtesies’ 
Standing foresight.’ = — 
id et as ah | Philadelphia, May 10. 
S h f T | R | Clock was presented to Dr. Leon 
chaefer lalent hevaMp evs, weau prez, by KYW last 
pat | week as a parting gesture when the 
Schaefer Beer revamps its Thurs- |}outlet moved from the WCAU build- 
day night program on WEAF, N. Y.., | '"5 to new quarte de of its own, 
afier the June broadcast, when |. Leslie Joy, KYW g.m., In present- 
Leo Reisman’s orch fades off the |!9S tne eit, said it \ for pa 
show. courtesies by the Levy brothers 
New layout wil) not use a band, 


but £roup of specialists and soloists 


including Felix Knight. accordionist 
Charley Magnante Al and Lee 
Reicses pianc team and the Jesters 
tio. Gir] singer is yet to be spotted 


Jesters 


Fe nham 


! arc 


Guy 
on, who 
Jes ters 


are Dwight Latham, 
Wamp Carl 
selves the Tastyeast 
when work ng on a Jong-term com- 
mercial for Currently 
they are 


nadcere 


billed 
that company 


on the mustard-maker 
gram twice weekly on WJZ. 


pro- 


being billed Gulden’s Sere- | 


Sandlots ‘More Colorfui’ 


WDAS reached for a sour grape 
this weel With two mepor league 
ball teams <¢ sewed up | othe 
outlets t announcea no one 
terested in he: g ihe games al 
wav as both are in the celli 

So outlet next week wil bELIn aifr- 
ing twilight games of sandlot team 
| because ‘they re core colorful’ 


the Central | 


States | 


fied NBC that his KOIL, Omaha, had | 
pledged itself to go CBS in Septem- | 


Mu- | 
be | 


‘TO LEVY FOR DELAY 


Telegram of apology was received | 


|walked out on the NAB in a huff at | 


WING WORST 


! 
} 








Absentee Landlordism Ban 


to 


| Applied Only One 
| Class of Stations Called 
Inconsistent — Technical 
Rules Liked—But General 
Extension of F.C.C. Au- 
thority Worries Industry 


INSIDE FEUD 


Washington 

Widespread dissatisfaction 
Federal 
sion’s expanding regulation complex 
was reflected this week by industry 
representatives following analysis of 
proposed new rules afilecting 
casters. 

Challenge of the FCC's authority 
to tackle several new types of super- 
vision are scheduled when the June 
hearing opens and numbers of re- 


May 10. 
with the 
Commis- 


Communications 


visions will be suggested by factions | 


of the Nationa] Association of Broad- 
casters. Technical regulations, how- 
| ever, are generally acceptable, aside 
from the which have a 
bearing on the long-standing clear 
channel issue. 

Wide difference of opinion about 


stanGdarads 





|some of the innovations were mir- 
|rored through an informal poll of 
| attorneys and engineers but even the 
| proposals which drew objections 
| were more or less welcomed from 
the standpoint of having the Com- 
mission put its vardsticks into con- 
crete form. Industry reps were 
unanimous in declaring it will be 
generally beneficial to have a posi- 
tive code to steer by. instead of con- 
|tinuing to try and beat the regula- 
tory body in a long-range guessing 
game. 

Aside from some of the more com- 
plex engineering phases, the follow- 


ing are the chief aspects of the pro- 
| posed rules which seem certain 10 
provoke hottest controversy: 

1. The extent to which the Com- 
|} mish wants to go in dictating how 
‘stations shall be operated. 
|} 2. The ban on absentee landlordism 
| in the case of Class 1V Uocal) trans- 
| mitters. 
| 3. The restriction against commer- 
| 
' 


cial operation with experimental li- 
for 
rate 


censes additional time 
| against increases under 
| sorts of experimental] tickets. 
| 4. Ominous threats of govern- 
mental censorship, dictation of op- 
erating policies, rate regulation, and 
interference with private enterprise. 
While most attorneys after first 
scanning of the suggestions felt the 
Commish has not yone fur as 
might have been expected, there was 


other 


as 


|a chorus of squawks that the pro- 
posals exceed the jurisdiction con- 
| ferred by Congress. Primarily be- 


cause of the stiffer general declara- 
tion of policy, refiected in the 
statement about what must be proved 
in order to qualify for a franchise. 
Adjectives 

‘Socialistic,’ ‘dictatorial,’ Hitlerish, 
and ‘stupid’ were some of the adjec- 
tives applied to the more 


as 


conirover- 





sial phases of the rules, Without re- 
gard for factional] differences within 
the industry. lawyers viewed the pro- 
posals as more milestones on the path 
toward government operation. Fear 
that competitive facior and play of 
initiative be further reduced 
vith inconvenience, expe €. anc N- 

ability being t é€d rathe n 
educed., 

Clear-ct} r wile cre et f 
most ceriti alt OKe en 
{Or cdiffere F! ( | ¢ ( ( 
not agre¢ Ir ( e ¢ te 
fe tne Ce ‘ ‘ ' r 
not ¢ ( ( f ( ( 
! qa ¢ ( f { f 

A é ( ri (¢ 
» he pone f j re 
his cla of 

Despite ’ € ence t 
uper-] ‘ not be : ed : 
a H ‘ é ve 

rar ke ( r e mm 
j Important subject ci ise @n at ine 
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\Hearst Stations Deals Slow In 


Gomg Through to Consummation 








| Attention 

Of direct be: ’ up the 
th king and probler of 

ons and network 
this week’s music sect 
news-reports the attitude of 
ASCAP toward the antas } | 
of the radio industr) 

It is a subject wit W 
copyright-conscious broadcas 
ers should familiarize them- 
selves. 








forthcoming hearings. Clear-channe] 


crowd will renew arguments that 
; there should be no maximum: re- 
gionals and locals will insist it is 
foolish to earmark 25 frequencies fo 
use of snly 25 stations while : ur- 
ing them of protection for signals 


broad- | 


Over only a fraction of the nation. 
In the way of general complaint, 


|industry reps ridiculed the regula- 
}tions as making engineers program 
experts, requiring a mass of data 
about matters not related to techni- 


| Nothing 
;nor will 


and | 


cal aspects of broadcasting, and go- 
ing to the point of absurdity in dic- 
tating details, 

On the other hand, the industry 
spokesmen were pretty much agreed 
that the technical parts of the con- 
templated code will be _ beneficial. 
startling or revolutionary. 
any particular expense or 
hardship be imposed. 

Culture a Must 

Threat of censorship inter- 
ference with operating policies was 
seen in several places, chiefly in the 
portion of the rules which says 
plicants must promise to carry 
cultural programs may 
quired.’ Viewers-with-alarm read 
this as meaning the Commish has in 
mind ordering all licensees to devote 
portion their 
particular classes of serv 
some observers felt the 
gested only that FCC 
ticket-holders to balance 
grams. 

The ban on absentee landlordism 
provoked considerable debate. Some 
spokesmen felt it is desirable to re- 


and 


ap- 


as pe re- 


a certain of time 10 
ice, although 
phrase 
will require 


their pro- 


quire operators of local plants to be 
community residents; others pro- 
tested against discrimination in re- 


gard to a single class of transmitters, 
and still others held the specific re- 
quirement is wholly unjustified and 
indefensible. Why it should’ be 
thought necessary to say that the 
owner of a local station lives in the 
town where he does business and 


stili allow outsiders to run regionals | 


and clear channel plants in the same 
town puzzled a good many observers. 

General approbation was heard for 
the move to eradicate 


| action to this proposed rule was by 


If the Com- 


reallocation 


no means 
mish 


unanimous. 
through eventual 


allows full time for all of the broad- 
casters now holding tickets which 
permit them to operate additional 
hours, the ban was seen as harmless 
to existing members of the indusiry, 
But unless some steps are taken to 
replace experimental papers with 
regular licenses, injury is sure to re- 
sult in several instance: 

Notice of intention to pay more 
attention to the economics of broad- 
casting was not well received. 


Aside from applying the general test 
of public interest, Commish doesn’t 
have either the legal power or moral 


right to scrutinize too closely, law- 
yers contend, such things as the cup- 
ply of talent, the prospective rev- 
enue and the rate card Unde ( 
i t nd t the « 
¢ 8) nye ‘ ‘ 
( f 0 i « f 
‘ ern eqd 
In Black-and-White 
More ight in f v 
ele ed eve i 1 ‘ ‘ f 
( ( ¢ t the 
f ‘ { rule ‘ 
‘ ple ( 
rar t fee ri ¢ 
€ te ve ( nine g 
e tne principle . ( ri 
FCC propose t« operate rathe 
har e the re { fi | 
‘ trie ie ip ¢ ( 
tO f j rtie ilar ets of « ( 
J was the attitude nartic« 


} enon \ (onr Vy ( Nay of 
e bi d of Hearst Radic Inc ce 
ared Monday (9) t « de of 
KEHE, | Ange 1 WINS ew 
York, the dea for the 1 e of 
He t lave ye t et be 
Ne ¢ ‘ e. Val < 
} ¢ vet ) I , | 
f e Ts rour l d ( l 
; outlet but the major snag, it un- 
derstood, has been the Hea liqui- 
datol n tence upon cash on the 
} ne 
Slow progress madc in forming z 
corporation for the take over of 
WINS and in selecting the right New 
York rep on the corporation’s board 
of directors has been responsible for 
the non-filing to date of an ipplica- 
tion for approval of the station le 
to Col. Arthur O’Brien, of Seattle, 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission Purchase contract was 
closed a couple months ago. 
KEHE was sold to Earle C. An- 
thony, owner of KFI and KECA, Los 


| 


‘such 


hypocritical | 
experimental franchises, but the re- | 


Angeles, 


BAND REMOTE 
RIVALRY VER 
KEEN 


Competition between WMCA and 
WNEW, New York, for the privilege 
of picking up name bands from night 
spots has reached the point where 
the stations, if necessary, are paying 
the $3 per man per session broadcast 
lax imposed by the musicians union, 
Rule as devised by the union was for 
the employer to pay this fee to the 
Jocal through his leader. This money 
goes Into the union’s relief fund. 

Miss Bernice Judis, manager of 
WNEW, explained Jast week that the 
arrangement is a flexible one, If the 
spot pays for the line, the station 
remits for the union broadcast tax, 
and vice versa, with the charges bzl- 
ancing off each other in the long run. 


Olson to Stick Heat 


Chicago, May 16. 
Olson Rug company will stick on 
the air for a greater part of the 
summer. Presba, Fellers & Presba 
agency heie signaturing contracts. 
Spot shows, which are all musical 
variety stuff, used in all instances. 





in regard to the technical standarde, 
which most students consider are in 
keeping with scientific progress and 
open the way for many siations to 
improve their service, By slicing tLe 
mileage separation figures, recogniz- 
ing the worth of directiona] antennas 
and the greater control over juice 
and signals, the Commish has 


scrapped a lot of antiquated ideas, 
but necessarily was forced on vari- 
ous points to compromise with prac- 
ticality. Rules have been modern- 
ized and made flexible in several 
spots where they were too rigid. 
Hearings look like another field 
day with factional feuds again over 
points. Solid front prol 
be presented by the NAB 
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_RADIO_ REVIEWS 








| FREDRIC MARCH AT DINNER 

With Florence Eldredge, Newbold | 
Morris, Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, 
Rev. William Ward Ayer | 

Frem Hotel Brevoort . 


64th KENTUCKY DERBY 
With Ted Husing, Bob Trout 
RROWN-WILLIAMSON 
Saturday, 6:15 p.m. 
WHAS-CBS, Louisville 


Follow Up Comment 








| GLADYS GEORGE 
With Don Ameche 


. Ile’ 


CHASE & SANBORN 


Sunda 


WEAF-NBC, 


Incomprehensible 
Gladys 
Part she was 


wasted 


| talent. 


play is the whaling 


| wile 
| 

|O'Neill’s tense drama of 20 years ago, 
About as much sense as Cast- 


(B.B.D. & O.) 30 Mins.—Local ; : Coca-Cola ‘Song Shop,” after 
ae aces AMERICAN UNION FOR DEMOC- sponsor thought to break off the 
America’s top racing event has RACY ozone for summer, will go on for a 
as:timed a permanent place in COM- | Puesday, 8 p.m. while as is. So the cast which airs 
mac cam ee oe, ‘aca WQXR, N. Y. Friday nights over CBS went merry 
re : gt 4 speed snacedel After -dinner talk. And pretty dull wd a. - = gg gg 
by several airings of various types. talk it turned out to be. Asa rally | lid \S7> the — ; a “ oe — 
mostly commentators who outlined | for democracy it was an orgy Of |ClG an Sninogy ee eet 3 
nhs arias Ot niin kaaan sj  Dlatitudes and pompous prattle that | music which had been trotted out in 
chances pe Rig ranging od po — ro nee up as misguided. Needed | public during the season. It made | 
pa cords nfgion the Jockeys. and secon badly: Reeked of for nice listening circumventing the 
private and public lives of the self-conscious phy tt ge cpl foe 4 4” Begs gee inaae-timiied + only 
thoroughbreds, their trainers, own- the playground of intellectualism. wel = on sponse r-Limite ( 3 
ers. admirers, and what have you LOng- Wiewet renee Ss yemy © YN: dine "aa ‘olorat = 
(First airing of the Derby was mple verbal questions. After pro- oa. a ’ ws ‘eng ne a — , * , 
back in 1924, with Credo Harris. | lens: d drenching in words, more y emesis 7 ie Fl ‘ at +S D ign 8 
present Radio Director of WHAS at Words and then conversation, some- at a . aK ee ~d iggi® alick : 
the mike. Later years saw Graham one said, “But lets get down to res freee: A Tet ; Re Melody’ 
MacNamee doing the calling of the cases. So they had 10 minutes more ae + Mo “— log ge " ie ote 
race. a task at which he showed 20! words, more words and conversa- and O)} . Man tiver, ¥ 1: Jerome 
little familiaritv.) tion Kern notable which is the manna in 
Husing came through with smooth ; ee oe — of "~ 0 aoe desert, it seems, for all 
and fluent description, although hi should be protected from its friends, | 9aritones, . a 
handling of the race seemed rather Land. Rhythm sin re — —— 
colorless, compared to the rapid nil at atte nag thor: ae vs ith e mania 
staccato. and feverish commentaries ‘BANGING THE BIG DRUM’ a 5, =Toutine a oa age = we ¢ oo 
of Clem McCarthy and Bryan Field | With Ivan Samson, Philip Wade, Nor- C Ip a a eemas' ied ace 
in previous derbies. Husing handled man Shelley, Gale Pedrick, Igor \ °°? -Cola group of windjammers 


; - “ lid again that slick concert arrange- 
‘ r >» he inogrado > ; 
in 1934, at which time h¢ Vinogradoff ment of ‘Sweet Madness,’ also solo’d 


crowd color 


was on the fence with regard to the | 45 Mins. with eaxinhionn of “Sale: 
pri oper designation of the race. Upon | Fri., April 29, 8:45 p. m. ‘} bs 1 goles elias i os ‘ith ‘Stout- 
isec ; , Kinin] B ‘ ¥ d Choral group opened with ‘stou 
the suggestion of local radio officials -B.C., London Hearted Men’ and paved way for 
9 ate , ice 4 av < ( p< { ‘ 
coment yr LE Sage a London, May 3. Miss Cornett’s number with ‘Dream, 
omprom) V bbing erbyv- . . pater se ; 
Dat = ye a yess ar agar hg Aimed at recalling historic pub-|Can't I: Usual all-hands par- 
i Ss c é s ’ . , : ‘ . cree: 
f rT Pie oath ooh * Husin Trout. licity stunts of the past and rapidly | ticipation finale brought forth the 
Ol S ri 9 > ic. i : ar J . 
r ‘“ re: Chandler an 1 oth . surveying development of the art | inevitable medley of Mother songs 
te Bags me perc - Ms * i ,. | trom eat liest times, this was a B.B.C. Del Sharbutt continues to do a 
. eget Be + tI ob cn a ¥ a : : lip-up, coming out as a sketchy and | bright job of combo m.c. and blurb 
) ne Oo 6 4 ¢ S l y " . 4 . 2 
a. Eneli h posh Pies aa rte >| disjointed meview padded out with |duties. Plugs, incidentally, are still 
Ke Pee : o i t rt het “a4 much irrelevant material. Where at a minimum on this show and 
‘D lyn : <n ri sht y? wron “4 will inal plav might have been made with the |sewed into the running almost un- 
arby,’ z £ wr heii 
adont th > im _norted title 5, exploits of Harry Reichenbach, Bar- | noticeably. 
H m bin . } — » clea account of tl num and other great stunt showmen, - -- 
using gave a clear acc yf the | , a i eg ae : : 
horses at the post, and followed them tae a iy. bulk of pag etry ce lage Buddy Clark’s thrice weekly quar- 
as they shifted positions throughout pelt a ge : : > ter-hour over Mutual for Lucky 
: voted to potted sermons by a busi- | cj). Be egere ‘| ed 
the mile and a quarter trip. Husing teen blicist yo Strike hasn rained much momen 
les ¢ > » : . 
at all times seemed to see them and off ° gone pet eg ff st and post |tum in the several stanzas it has 
office public relations officer. | ar >’ 
call them accurately. Probably his Whala trend of esameace was Gull | oe... =. Boo-boo _ baritone’s 
coolness and lack of excitability io : sal Byeos, e a 8 og warbling continues prime, but the 
Ss z - y > « axe y oc t e ° . 
helped him to avoid errors, and no 2" yet a ae ; he oy ‘human interest serialized _ fiction 
doubt gave the listener a true pic- many pointiess small advertisements | portion of the program hasn't much 
from early newspapers and endeav- | ,,. Fotening 
ture of the race due 4k Gaetreet thn tsavdlion tasees (Ce listening. 
Ceremonies incident to the pres- Orins VO COnwas 1€ Wavelng darker Story is labeled ‘Alias Mr. 
oAteaiggr = ; of Elizabethan times with the high- | «4... .} ’ i has Clark as the 
entation of Derby C up and floral sowered exploiteer of tod Att t Spatapac 1uli,” and has ark as the 
A ( > > ay > x ay ~ 1 * ‘ Pow . ’ ar 
horseshoe were well handled. and te f: 7 Thee yee ati —— re aa hero in an ‘up-from-the-slums’ yarn 
celebs were introed with a minimum pi a eatin vs f ‘om Dickens’ ‘Nich las about a youthful warbler shoulder- 
of confusion. Altogether a_ well- N FD avery: : th a, es nt Cr ' on ws ing his way to success, Script was 
rounded airing of the country’s hg pm a bel : ‘ncen , ie a slow-paced when last caught (6), 
‘ af SORE ge} : ar Ph 
premiere turf event. Hold had tt] 7 ng a yg : : put Ww ‘th 1’ and about the only living moments 
‘ ittle ar as banging the ‘ ge hia ; 
—____—— yee a et = “ gray the | were those sung. At present a bom- 
ar <c ¢ ‘er > « © . ar ar rs 
SONNY MICHON whict . nee nae ge ’ cid a ia ‘tt oe bastic and obviously phoney per- 
s ‘ s rf ta . "es ¢ arr oY a ‘ . _ , 
With Forrest Willis vnich recalled an accident to the Big | -onase, ‘Col. Lucius P. Fortescue, 
With : : Wheel at the Earls Court Exhibition |;. ,..)6; , d trving to tie t 
39 Mins.—Local eee ; iis hanging around trying to tie up to 
‘arly this century, apparently had no |\ij,, o or. A rather vague charac- 
COMMODORE CLEANERS ther purn< tk t + the comer. A rather vague charac 
( “ se é er e ; é E , 
Sunday, 10 AM . . P 1 P se : —: Og mita — ter is the lodging slavey who's 
§ y, MoM. ‘ he ras ae eg ee . = 
WABY, Albany event > was Involved to recall the | nossessed of a cockney accent. Lo- 
A year’s broadcasting—from stage ‘ ee cale a N. Y. ; li 
. r , 7 r ark IS > ( > 1e- 7 
of Warner Bros.’ Troy theatre, Troy Clark isn’t much on the line-lim 


REV. PAUL SHULTE ning end, but perked the period with 
‘The Flying Priest’ three song snatches of ‘How Ja Like,’ 
Religious Melodrama ‘Love Walked In’ and ‘So Rare.’ 
Transcriptions — 

15 Mins. 


—indicales popularity. A keen-eared, 
disinterested dialer may note tl! 
flaws usually found on such pro- 
grams: an overdose of precosity, ex- 


| ning 


ed oy 
ing 


But 


y, 8 


p.m. 


New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


who 


Fannie 


goes 


Brice as 
maybe Miss George is 
clown who wants to play 

As an added puzzle to 


bit 
Georg 


crazy 


called 
captain's jittery 


of casting 
comedy 
on to 


es 


in Eugene 


‘Madame X.’ 


another 
Hamlet. 
this 


shot, the actress was definitely in 
the supporting part to. Don Ameche 
as the stern skipper. And, Ameche 
has been getting atrocious casting 
lately. Also, *‘’le’ is not fitted to 
radio requirements. Its stark force 
needs more buildup and much of its 
effectiveness lies in the sea atmos- 
phere, none of which was attempted 
via production. 

What saved Miss George’s appear- 
ance from a complete blank was her 
brief bit with the Stroud Twins and 
Ameche. In her comedy medium. 
the actress relaxed, made her mild 
material seem almost brilliant and 
made the chapter pleasant. 

It was by far the best session the 
Strouds have uncorked in a long 
while—and Miss George's contribu- 


tion seemed to supply the vital tang. 


BERNARD MULLINS 


With 


‘Stories in 
15 Mins.—Local 
Bradford Oil Burner 
Thursday, 
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7:45 p.m, 


tford 
min 
vy I 


of th 


nard Mullins). 


Stan 
the F 


Mother's 


acted | 
charac 
the ot 
able. 


the 
vete 
few 


Za c 
Road,’ 


5 


yy Mullins who handles all 
voices, 
in tone 


ter 
her 
Tole 


away 
freight 
ran 


suddenly 


hearin 


reveals 


father. 


Feeds 


g th 
that h 


aught 


Day 


1 of 


yar 


hardboiled 
minutes of 


beco 
e nar 


the boy 


from 


ute 


Song’ 
Com 


e "Oi Ce 


tagged 


had wn 


theme 


each di 
and 
a young 
nome. 
Rui 
hob 
chatter 
sol 


ds. 


mes 


ne of the 


e never 


with 


ipoints him out the error 
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bat} 
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| coincidence in c 
Interspersing 


presumably 


actuall 


y 


sun 
sung 


| Throughout in 


hibitionism, imitativeness and num- <2? . Hal Kemp’s gallop for Griffin shoe 
bers lyrically unsuited to treble- WHAZ, Troy polish follows directly on CBS after 
voiced teensters. An incident on A series of transcriptions drama- |! Benny Goodman heats ’em up for 
one shot furnished another criticism tizing events in the life of and the! Camels. In both cases the orches- 
of free-for-all airing by kids.| work carried on by the Rev. Paul | tras draw audiences that go well be- 
Small girl, opening show, broke into , Shulte, ‘The Flying Priest.’ Broad- yond mere applause and mere en- 
piteous sobe, from overwrought |cast over many stations, the discs | thusiastic endorsement. Repeatedly 
nerves, after warbling a few bars. have a commercial angle listeners they break into cheers, Like foot- | 


Probable that combined mike and are invited to contribute to the sup-| ball fans. A hot 


stage appearance has a disturbing port of the missionary efforts, con-|a_ touchdown, and calls for shrieks 
effect on the emotional balance of ducted mainly through the use of | of glee in the same vein, 
some other youngsters. airplanes in Africa, Canada, and} —— 


Shulte| Jerry Belcher, whom Fitch cham- 


Sonny Michon, graduate of WGY's other far off spots, by Father : : 
| poo is renewing in the Sunday-night | 


Children’s Theatre of the Air, re-. and the organization which he heads. 
cently has been pacing show. Is a Autographed photo offered to every | 
glib, breezy, ‘professional’ young- person writing him at Washington, | wandering VOx-pop program 
ster, with a world of confidence. D. C. | Scranton, Pa., this week (8). 
Willis handles himself well, both as Episodes are built around the! Interrogating was pretty mild for 
emcee and spieler. Advertising , padre’s exploits as a flying mission- | the most part. After a fairly inter- 


trom 


themer tonsilled by a boy is nus.g. ary. One heard was laid in Canada, | esting first - half, the questions 

Prizes of $3 and $2 are awarded where he piloted several sisters or | descended to a trite, tepid level. 
to winners selected by invisible nuns to a desolate point at which! Mining and anthracite coal-diggers 
audience. They do a repeat the their services were needed. Another | were the subjects. Nice start was | 


| made when Belcher quizzed a miner, 
his wile and their ten-year-old son. 


following week. Ballots are mailed 
ts svonsor Neophytes draw at box 


dealt with his establishing of plane 
and automobile contacts with distant 


office. They give au added show in’ mission posts in Africa, | Pick-swinger talked of his 22 years 
theatre. Jaco. Dvamatic. even melodramatic, | at the trade, wife on her reactions 
especially in scenes of the second |to her husband's job. Swell human- 





interest touch was supplied when the 
boy eagerly explained his ambitions 
—to be an airplane pilot. Lad, 
explained, was cuffed to a plane ride 
| the day betore by the company for 
which his pop worked. That was 
| prime propaganda for the employer. 

Last portion of the program brought 
another miner, who hailed 
Wales, followed by a laborer from the 
shafts. Neither could compete with 
' what had gone before. And Belcher. 
seemed to have exhausted his store 
| of pointed, productive questions. 

Plugs, inserted from N. Y. by Ford 
Bond, were a bit grating. But then 
lit is tough to produce copy for the 
product. 


vlaiter where Father Shulte becomes 

delirious from a tropical fever. 

15 Mins. Pretty broad — stroked both = in 

DUNLOP RUBBER | scripting and acting. The latter ap- 

Friday, 8 p. m. /parently is handled by prufessionats, 

2UW. Svdney | whose speech does not always sound 

Nice piece of canned entertain- like that of the religious, Jaco, 

ment. Buck is known here through yittis 

success of his animal pix. This ‘UNFINISHED HEADLINES’ 

waxer should have little difficulty With Lew Danis, Eileen Whyte, Al 

in cme ap a spot in the homes. Rigali, Betty Woodlock and Three 
Deals with the catching of a black _— Little Funsters. 

cobra, and although Buck becomes Dramatic 

over-dramatic at times, nevertheless 20 Mins.—Local 

the interest is held from needle start SACHS FURNITURE 

to stop. Brief spot of commercial is Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

asic by home station an- WMCA, New York 

neuncer, but in no way is the enter- Jnfinished Headlines splits a 30- Two-c omedians-with- one-idea is a 

prong 1a egaaas placed below the soll minute bill with the Three Little | situation that has bobbed up re- 

ing chatter, Rick, wh igri Aeon pg —- — | peatedly through the present season. 
RPE ec nersserggaaay ith an ethical problem and audi-| And Sunday seems the one night 

IDEN EXCHANGE ence is asked to write its own ticket | when the odds favor it. It happened 

30 mius.—local 


FRANK BUCK 
Transcription ~ 





30-min. NBC-red niche, picked up his | 
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varying with the mood of the plot. 


Show has nice family appeal. 
reaction here. Commercials at start 
and end of program, 
onds duration, 


the mike, 


_ 


eac 





‘THE UNION PACIFIC’ 
With Elliott Bergfeld, John Dawson, 


Leon Marion, 
Harmon, Haskell 


Bud 


Luckett, 
Schwartzberger, 


Good 
h of 


50 sec- 


with George Bowe at 


Eck. 


Ed 


Vincent Vernon, Dan Zimmerman 
and Russ David's orch 
30 Min.—Local 


SAFE DEPOSIT A 


| Thursday, 9:30 p-m, 
| KSD, St. Louis 
(Jim Dangherty) 

History of building of Union Pacific 
railroad from Omaha to the Rockies, | 


it was} 


from | 


; ins for the finish. Writers of two best; again (8) when Jack Benny, at 7, 
Sustaining | letters are awarded Benrus watches. jover NBC, and Phil Baker. at 7:30. | 
Sat. 8:30 p-m. | Sketch in this case presented prob- | over CBS, had Mother’s Day routines 
WilN, New York lem of whether or not a doctor | and also references (though here the 
idea itself is novel and could be should commit a “mercy murder.’ | resemblance was less close) to 
worked up to a good thing. But not Idea of the program is interesting, | mayors. 
as if is now. It’s exactly what it is but execution could be improved.| Both programs were puffing a bit 
tare d, an idea exchange. Listeners | Actors ought to watch diction more |from the hard work of stabbing at 
wrii2 in to the station Siving ideas, carefully as voices had a muddled | the giggle-bag. Both had some classy 
on how to improve certain things., quality when caught. ;} moments and funny gags. And both 
ete. Trouble with it is it seems to Applause at the end of the sketch | measured the river bottom of humor. 


have become more a pet peeve outlet had a= studio-manufactured quality. | a _ 


than an exchange of constructive Outside of these small technical Lud Gluskin comes up Sundays on 
ideas. points, program had sufficient inter- |CBS opposite the deadly competition 

Ideas submitted for last week’s est to appeal to an average listener | of Chase & Sanborn. But while 
broadcast concerned economics, gov- and draw a response. Needs cleaning jnames of that array and strength 
eromental improvements, a particu- up productionally. |} are tough to face, ihe Giuskin kind 
lariy humorous one on a method of) For the rest of the program Three | of music continues a plausible claim 


directing traffic via a loud speaker! Little Funsters do a few vocal rou- | en listener loyalty. Plenty of color, 
sysiem on each busy corner, and tines. On this show they are billed | warmth and rich melody in the 
others. ‘as Three Little Sachs. Gluskin arrangemenis, 


grippingly unfolded, 


was 


SSN. 


another of 


the complete episodes in the Paths of 
Destiny programs that are produced 


and 
chuck 


full 


aired from KSD. 
of ‘educational’ 


Program was 


value. 


Cast assembled by Frank Eschen, 


the station’s program director, 


who 


produced the show clicked and Russ 
David's orchestra scored with back- 
ground m 


called 
While 
listen 


time advanced a 


usic 


for at 


more school 


to 
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which 
frequen 
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programs 
bit the 


the program 
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might 
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Dialers can thank the bankrollers for 


no interruptions 
refreshingly 


bri 


ef, came 


as the ¢ 


ommercials, 
only at the 


beginning and end of the program. 


McCORMICK-DEERING 

VARIETIES 
With Nick Scheel as m.c. 
30 Mins.—Local 


INTERNAT. 
KGLO, Mason City, 


Sahu, 


HARVESTER CO, 


McCormick-Deering Varieties show 


May 


the ul 


troduc 
Tucker 


You.’ 


3 ow 
vuest-artist 
rin Tucker’ 


ed 


as high-lighied with the 
p.a. of Phil Grogan, Or- 

Ss arranger. Grogan played 

ce, tickled the ivories and in- 
the new tune penned by 

id himself, ‘Especially for 


al 


Mae and His International Truck- 


the 30-min- 


warblers are 


KGLO 
Scheel. 


air- 
He's 


ers supply the music for 
ule program, while the 
iiomn the same crew. 
M.c. on this pleasant 30 minutes of 
melody which hits the 
lanes each noon, is Nick 
glib. 


Dave. 


' afternoon. 
| age air 


/ 


Wednesday, May 11, 


1938 


— - — por — 


| BRASS BUTTONS REVUE 


With NBC Pages and Guides 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 


| WEAF-NBC, New York 


Brass Buttons Revue, in the f urth 
annual edition unfolding talent 
possessed by NBC pages and guides. 
Heard over the red web Sat urday 
Smoother than the aver. 
show by amateurs. Although 
it lacked variety—singing was the 
main item and much of this in pop 
style—the show had polish, for ang 


| effort of the kind. 


guest | 


the | 


Obviously, Dom Davis, 
the NBC Transmitter, rehearsed the 
young men plenty. They displayed 
a higher degree of mike poise than 
the usual neophytes presumably due 
to daily contact with professional 
broadcasters. 

Allen, a drawling North C 
emceed the revue, pre 
studio audience. G 
srengel, a student in NBC mike- 
men’s school, announced it. Brengel 
sounded like a full fledged wordman. 


editor of 


Joe 
linan, 
before a 


ito- 
‘nted 


eorge 


Allen handled himself well, although 
his breezy, wise cracking manner 
seemed imitative His final pun 
should have been tossed out a win- 


dow of RCA building. 

A contributing factor to smooth 
running of the revue was the play- 
ing of a house orchestra under 
Norman Cloutier’s direction. Tom 
Eldridge led off with ‘I Could Use a 


Dream.” Paul Owen following him, 
delivered nicely as a tenor. Pat 
O'Connor song-styled ‘Love Walked 
In.’ Incidentally, O’Connor, one of 
two pages questioned by Allen as to 
their most unusual experience in 
‘uiding, proved to be a clear, ready 
talker—a potential announce! s0th 


incidents concerned failure to recog- 


nize a big wig (a favorite subject 
with NBC press agentry) one, John 
D. Rockefeller, the other, Marlene 
Dietrich 

Bill Gordon, a bass baritone, and 
Webb Tilton, a baritone, displayed 
voices and stvles of the more legiti- 
mate school. Richard Barron warbled 
‘One Song.’ for the closer. Dwayne 
Stewart led a number of his own 
orchestration, and the Locker Room 
Quartet harmonied well 

Listeners were asked to vote their 
choice, the young man drawing the 
highest total to receive an extra 
week’s vacation with pay. Dialers 
also invited to visit Radio City 

Jaco, 

VINCENTE GOMEZ 
Guitarist 
10 Mins. 
CAMEL 
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Esty) 

Spanish guitarist who has wor 
notice for his classy classical string- 
twinging scored smartly guesting 
(26) on the Benny Goodman show 
for the ciggie account. Goodman 
caught him at Havana-Madrid, N. Y., 
nitery, and used him as one of the 
few classical-music dispensers he has 
ever used, Stunt was not only 
something of a volte face for the 
program, but the Gomez job was in 
{the groove for the program. 


Played ‘Gran Jote,’ one of the best 
known of all pieces penned for the 
guitar, and also one of his own com- 
positions, ‘La Farruca.”’ Strumming 
was faster than that pace which 
Gomez usually affects. Probably 
Goodman wanted it that way. For 
the close student (or are there any 


/appreciable numbers ?) of classical 


Gomez style. 


guitar the sneeded pace was not 
enjovable. For it obliterated some 
of the niceties and intricacies of 
Bert. 


RONALD GRAHAM 
Baritone 
30 Mins. 
CHESTERFIELD 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 
Ronald Graham, baritone, _last 
heard in musical show, ‘Virginia, 
fitted in smoothly on Grace Moore- 


Andre Kostelanetz program — tor 
Chesterfield ciggies. Did only ‘Witk 
a Song in My Heart’ but put this 


across with verve. Got maximum of 
variation in this song. Seems nicely 
adapted to air medium and_ sutf- 
ficiently strong for a repeat. 
Graham has been signatured tor 
St. Louis concert season, it was alt- 
announced. Wear. 
FLOYD WALTER 
Organist 
15 Mins.—Local 
WARNER BROS. 
Thursday, 9:30 A.M, 
WOwWO, Albany 
Walter, who has played the organ 
at many local theatres and who now 
manipulates the city carillon as wel 
is directs church and other choral 
groups, does a stint here on the 
studio console. Warner Brothers 
sponsors the program, as an adver- 
tisement for chain’s Madison. It [3 
listenable morning feature, although 


not quite up to the standard some 
others which Walter has presente 
during years of broadcasting ovet 
WGY and WOKO. 

One reason is fact studio organ 
loes not compare in tone and effects 


(particularly the latter) with the big 


consoles Walter played in theatres 
using a radio wire. Another cause 
at least on salvo he vard- is the 
use of too many ‘war horses, A bel- 


ter mixture of current tunes with 
standards would raise the standard 
of entertainment—or at least vf 
showmanship, Jace. 
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CHILE 


Official language: Spanish. Money: Peso. 
Area: 286,322 square miles. Population: 
555,872. Estimated number of receiving 
sets: 75,000 to 80,000. Tex or registration: 
None. 





Duty on transcriptions and records: Fine 
ished transcriptions, cylinders and discs for 
: phonographs and similar uses, 80 paper 
pesos per legal kilo; blank, 20 paper pesos 
per legal kilo. Sales tax, 5% of duty paid 
value; statistical tax, 342%. In addition, 
there is an internal tax: 0.50 pesos when 
» the price does not exceed one gold peso (4 - 
paper pesos equal one gold peso); 1 peso resenting the W orld’s 
when the price is from 5 to 15 gold pesos: 
2 pesos when the price is from 15 to 25 
gold pesos: 3 pesos when the price is from 
25 to 35 gold pesos; when the price is over 


@ 
35 gold pesos, 0.50 peso for each 10 pesos as e 
or fraction of excess . 


CB114, SANTIAGO DE CHILE 


Coa 
Operator: Radio del Pacifico. Address: South America 
Huerfanos 1153, Santiago. Power: 5,000 
watts on 1140 ke. Affiliation: Hookup with 
CB82 and CB960. both of Santiago (their 
representative. Conquest Alliance Co., of 
New York, will also undertake to organize, 
at cost. anv hookup desired by advertiser). 
Opened: 1934. ‘Note: Spencer & Vivado, 
Ltda., owners of this station, also operate 
but do not own station CB82, with which 
it has a network hookup shown under af- 


ee ae ee 






































filiation, and also engage in the repair of . t , . 
radio sets, manufacture of sound equip- Nowhere in the worla Tc Oday is There a frontier of 
ment for theatres, talking films and radio 
‘ transmitters). the dimensions of South America. Rich in minerals, 
Co-owner. chief engineer: Ricardo Viva- ot . ‘ 
oe SS _Benhen waenager: Sone Sees 5. forests and natural resources—and still enjoying 
Program and musical director, artists bu- aii ; 
reau head: Donato Roman Heitman. Pub- ‘ ° ° , 
licity director: O. Morelle. radio without the burden of excessive government 
Rep: Conouest Alliance Co., Inc.. New . | ° * 
York City. News: Obtained from El Diario interference—this vast area has more and more be- 
Illustrado (owner of CB82, operated by ; : 
Spencer & Vivado) and the daily Il Im- come the marketina cynosure of American aaver- 
parcial. Merchandising: None. Foreign 2 
language programs: Will accept; English . 
and French hours current. TISELS. 
Electrical transcriptions: Have 3 turn- 
tables for records at 3314 and 78 r.p.m. Best 7 — ‘ 
programs: Mystery stories, comedy, dance In recognition of this fact, Volume || of the 
music, semi-classical and classical music, 
rtists b ves: lists 20 ‘tists. ° 
ae oe Sees ee ee ae VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY will present a 
Rates: 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. picture of the commercial radio situation in South 
One hour, one time........ccccee FD 
« ° fe - t { 
13 times. .....4.. 60045 5.13 end Central America. This is the first thorouch 
i i. 4.81 . 
, 2 times SOOCCC CE OEOC® 4.56 compilation ever made. 
Peat NOUS, OMS WHR. k osec ck cceaies 3.08 
ere 2.70 
26 t Bi Daan bess boom 2.62 ° , ° aa . . 
26 time All stations are listed, and the great majority ere 
De WO. cc buses saness 2.46 
arter hour, one time.... :. oe . ° . 
~~ So listed with more details than are usually presented 
{ Fe eee eee - 155 
0 ee rere « 1851 . 
on U. S. stations. The sample to the left shows a 
Me Cs o.0656 844058 . 138 
6 p.m. to £ p.m. detail of this work—the painstaking effort charac- 
| ne ROUF, OME CME. 6. ic csccive 
| Rs ec cn anidad . 695 teristic of the whole. 
Oe se ccde cases « 654 
Oe MES bids 4h sone » Bae 
Tiall BOUT, OT WIR. occccccescvs » 4.62 l+ is suggested that an Immediate order will ‘ne 
oe reer . 4.16 4 
Be redsdad thane » 893 * ° ‘ 
a dauan an sure immediate delivery of the DIRECTORY efter 
Quarter hour, one time.......... + ne 4 Lit ea? ° ° : p M 
| $B tenes sca scaces | 2.50 the date of publication. The price, as in the pest 
| BO THUS: cacviacvaves o Bae . ° 7 “a 
a + r 
RA ecncce, 2.22 year, is $5 the copy, postage prepaid (but duty not 
+ Om 89 pm prepaid in foreign nations). 
OBS BOUT, OO WHE. ci iccicsces 15.30 
a ee reer 14.70 
BG UMOG si. ci issrccass 14.16 
rer ee . 1aae 
Pralt HOur, OF UME. 0.666 ccccccs . a 
rrr 
. SAPP EE ee 6.54 
52 times..  eeeehes 6.12 
Quarter hour, one time.......... . 3.78 
pe Pe eer rT . cae 
26 times... Secs 
ee as 06-6 os ds beeen 3.00 
One minute announcements: 
Dally, PST MONA . 6 ic. ccccsovsees 15.00 - 
Every other week-day, per month 7.50 
Prices quoted do not include artists’ 
service; electrically transcribed programs, 
regular time rate. (Note: These prices are 
| in U. S. currency.) 
Copy restrictions: A recent government 
ruling prohibits the broadcasting of mu- 
sical programs which may be construed as 
propaganda, or in which the theme of the 
song has reference to some definite propa- 
\ Zanda. 
’ 
on —— 
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| G. H. Payne on Programs 





(Continued from page 25) 
cense-holders to yelp about excessive 
regulation and unsympathetic treat- 
ment at the government’s hands. 

These are the chief black marks 
against commercial broadcasting in 
the view of the most vocal FCC re- 
formist 

1. Still too many accounts promot- 
ing ‘deleterious drugs.’ 

2. Excessive plugs and blurbs, 

3. Forcing sales of sponsors’ prod- 
ucts, principally through influencing 
children to nag to buy cer- 
tain article 

4. Indecent dialog on so-called ‘so- 


phisticated programs 


paren 


’ OV ensational ind excessl\ 

1a a g Kid € ertainment 

». Tra co pa ( arly 
who think tl eight of |! ! 

Vap rule PALS VY tI aii= 
noeun I 


7. The mystics, near-lotteries, as- 
trologers, numerologists, and health 
lecturers 

Accused by industry spokesmen of 
believing in government operation, 
Payne this applauded ‘more 
far-sighted elements’ in the industry 
for strides in improving the stand- 
ards of both entertainment and radio 
advertising but h 
emains to be accomplished before 
the business can claim to be func- 
tioning in manner above rebuke. 

Present controversy over whether 
radio is doing its job or not looks to 
the FCC cleanser as encouraging and 
wholesome, Past few months’ debate 
indicates greater awareness of the 
industry's responsibilities and sug- 
gests reason for hoping that greater 
improvement lies in the future 

Fact that the public seems to be 
fond of slap-stick and smut is no 
defense for the broadcaster who 
doesn’t want to do better, Payne as- 
serted. If the double-entendre form 
of joke and raucous punning is the 
public preference of the day, the 
stations, agencies and sponsors can- 
not duck responsibility, since they 
helped encourage demand for this 
grade of diversion, 

Performers whose wit is not par- 
ticularly witty haven’t built up audi- 
ence demand without help of the in- 


week 


insisted that mu 


, dustry, according to Payne. High- 
powered propaganda emanating from 
the agencies and the networks, com- 
bined with advertising which draws 
|attention to these programs, has 
fertilized the field. 

Better balance in programming, 
with emphasis on higher grades of 
musical entertainment, more drama- 
tizations, and cleverly-presented 
educational matter, crying 
need, Payne feels. Ought to be pos- 


Sible for 


is the 


smart production execs to 
replace the Junk and dirt. 
Hair-raising 


programs for children 


e s too numerou and too 
iI Pay ¢ jeclared altho igh 

Oo quest mn tnat prog 
i O if l 
Comic-strip characters ysuld easily 
) eplaced by more respectable lit- 
i ind histor i 7ure Mw ) 

i i ) i App ) 
1 i Partic y 
with dramatized stories of great men 
and yme carefully planned and 


presented, as witness the 


success of better grade kid.” books 
Payne Is Grand-Pop 
Broadcasters should be _ particu- 


larly concerned about entertainment 


dished up for youngsters, thinks the 


FCC crusade who is a grandfather! 
mself i | k O I x DE t ( 
cultura eft rf ) 

programs During formative vears 


growing generation Can be encour- 
aged to have more admirable liter- 
ary and musical tastes if they are 
fed higher type radio fare, Payne 
claims 

Arraigning sponsors and agencies 
along with station managers, Payne 
reflected deep dislike for the sales 
tactics used in conjunction with pro- 
grams for children. The ‘get your 
mother to ask for Kohen’s Kunning 
Kakes’ type of promotion is indefen- 
sible, and doubly so when hooked up 
with a premium offer. The box-top 
type of patronage building aimed at 
youngsters ought to be discouraged. | 

Commercial plugs still are 
stretched out to excessive propor- 
tions on many adult programs, Payne 
commented. Despite all the talk, too 
many advertisers still do not appre- 
ciate the importance of white space, 
although the public has made it clear 
that the simplest commercial an- 





Covering an Area as 
Large as Ohio, KLZ 
Serves the Eastern 
Half of Colorado... 


Over 78°/, of the population is concen- 
trated in the 30 eastern counties where 
81.1% of the state’s retail sales are 


transacted, 





CBS Network—560 Kc. 
REPRESENTATIVE — THE KATZ AGENCY, Inc. 





‘the ail 





nouncement often is the most ef- 


fective good-will builder. 

While surveys may indicate the 
public is satisfied with what it gets, 
mail from listeners demonstrates 
widespread displcasure with radio 
output, Payne said. Cited raft of 
correspcndence, particularly from 
mothers and fathers commending 
his demands for higher standards. 

Analysis of unsolicited communi- 
cations shows parental antagonism is 
stirred by beer and patent medicine 
advertising, ‘silly’ gangsters, haunted 
house and gangster programs, and 
extravagant advertising claims 
Elders feel all of these have a bad 
effect on immature minds. 

Among the programs which have 
been condemned by name, not once, 
but repeatedly, in letters from irate 
p.rents are Tom Mix, Charlie Chan 
Orphan Annie, Don Winslow, Gang 
Busters, and ‘the Dick Me vel] 
tvpe’ of entertainment 

Adult listeners on their own ac- 


count, according to their correspond- 
ence with the FCC uplifte: vant 
less slapstick, profanity, claims thal 
every sponsor’s’ product is the 


purest’ or ‘best’ or ‘most economi- 
cal’ or ‘most delicious.’ Features 
mentioned specifically in _ critical 
vein are some of the best-bnown on 
including from 
Hollywood and the legitimate stage 


+ 


If the dial-twisters who bother to 


veterans 


write to the editor are any criterion 


tnere 1S a grave danger that between 
them stations, agencies, ana sponsol 
| kill the goose that lays the gold 


en eggs Many of Payne’s corre- 
spondents emphasized they 
point of not buying articles manu- 
factured by companies which pay the 
bill for programs that offend the 
sense of good taste, have a bad ef- 
fect on younger generation, or con- 
tion too much advertising patte1 


make a 


LEO FITZPATRICK’S 
CAREER DRAMATIZED 


Detroit, May 10. 
Leo Fitzpatrick, manager of WJR, 
here, will take part in dramatization 


of his role at WJR on 
night’s (11) airing of Eddie Guests’s 
‘It Can Be Done.’ 

Fitzpatrick will drop off in Chicago 
for broadcast, while en route home 
from jaunt to west coast. Dramatiza- 
tion will relate how Fitz, then a 
voung newspaperman, took over a 
bankrupt station (WJR) in 1925 after 
leaving the old Kansas City Night- 
hawks, and built it into one of the 
nation’s few 50,000-watters. 


tomorrow 


Jack Haley on Bread 
Program Sept. 30 


Jack Haley goes on the Continental 
Bread payroll Sept. 30. It will be a 


Friday spot on CBS, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. | 


Agency, Benton & Bowles, is the 
same that had him on Log Cabin 
Syrup (General Foods) the past sea- 
son, 7 


WHAS Derbys WAVE 


Louisville, May 10. 
WAVE cancelled an NBC commer- 
cial in order to join WHAS, local 
CBS affiliate, in broadcasting the 
Kentucky Derby Saturday (8), By 





extending the courtesy to WAVE the | 


Louisville Courier station paid off a 


like favor it received from its neigh- | 


bor outlet in 1937. 

Program which 
was Chesterfield’s 
with Paul Douglas. 
was underwritten by 
liamson in behalf of 
Raleigh cigarets. 


WAVE 
Sport 


dropped 
Review 


Brown-Wil- 
Kool and 





Pond’s Ponders ‘Love’ 

Pond’s Cold Cream (Lamont-Cor- 
liss) will decide June 1 on whether 
to continue the serial, ‘Those We 
Love.’ Program has been on the 


NBC-blue since the beginning of this | 
year, with the present contract ex- | 


piring at the end of next month, 
J. Walter Thompson is the agency. 


Pall Mall Mulls Downey 


Morton Downey was auditioned 
last week by Pall Mall cigarets and 
the Compton agency with a view 
of having the vocalist take over 
the spots now being filled by Doro- 
thy Thompson on NBC 

Commentator has declared her 
'intention of going on a 
cation, starting May 30. 


13-week va- 


Derby airing | 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Possibility that the American Federation of Radio Artists and the N3. 
tional and Columbia networks may sign a contract by the end of this week, 
Considered more likely, however, that a final agreement will not 
reached for a couple of more weeks. 

Negotiators went into a huddle yesterday morning (Tuesday) and were 
still confabbing late yesterday afternoon, While most of the issues have 
been settled in principle, there were still wide differences in actual terms 
when the groups went into the session. It was thought likely that the 
contending committees would indicate almost immediately whether a con. 
tract could be signed this week. 

Both networks have had their statisticians at work for weeks on the 
various terms submitted by AFRA, figuring out how much the application 
of such wage and hour schedules would raise broadcasting costs. Numer. 
ous counter proposals and modifications of the various offers have been 


made until the question of terms is now understood to be a complicated 
ey 


—=<———=s 





be 


Negotiations, which have been going on since mid-January, have gener. 


ally been marked by an absence of bitterness. 
L. M. Clark and C. E. Hooper have split up their partnership in Clark- 
Hooper, Inc., and incorporated themselves as individual research opera- 


Clark will continue to do magazine ad hecking, while Hooper y il 


} 
specialize in 


checking radio program and also accept any magazine as- 
signments that present themselves 

Clark and Hooper were originally with Daniel Starch’s research or- 
A group of publishers financed the pair some four years ago 
to do a defensive promotional job against radio. They weren't at it very 
long before it was discovered that the mags weren't setting any of the 
Clark and Hooper subsequently sought to prevail 
upon agencies, advertisers and broadcasters to buy their service, but at the 
same time they carried on as quizzers of mag ad readership. 


ganization 


best of the probing, 


N. W. Ave 
lepartments to co-ordinate and simplify operations. C. L 
Harry 


Philadelphia, is reorganizing its planning and space-buying 
Jordan, v.p. and 
director of the company, was named by Batten, prez, to assume 
complete responsibility of all planning and merchandising work. 

Will be known as Plans-Merchandising department, in future, and will 
be in charge of James M. Wallace, head of former Merchandising Bureau 
3ureau, responsible for the complete program of an 
2 Statistical 


It includes a General 
advertiser, including merchandising, promotion and schedules; 
and research bureau to make investigations and prepare sales analyses, 
and a library bureau. 

Philco will discontinue this year its former policy of regional exec and 
Get-together 


Firm’s new 


distrib meetings in favor of one big national convention 
skedded for Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, May 26 to 30 
line will be announced at that time, 


Jo H. Chamberlin is in Hollywood doing a yarn on Bing Crosby for 
Scribner's. 


Mac Parker’s Bankroller 
Philadelphia, May 10. 
Mac Parker, agency exec and 
commentator on WCAU, signed to 
do three 15-minute periods weekly 
for Sylvan Seal Milk. Set by Al 
Paul Lefton Agency. 


Fizdale Puffs Atlas 
Chicago, May 19 
Tom Fizdale will handle press for 
Atlas transcriptions. 
Herbert Ebenstein and Atlas just 
moved here from N. Y 


FIVE STAR FLASH 


OF THE BAND BIZ! 
Larry Clinton 


and his orchestra 


VAC D/95Y D°O0C SARE 
SATAN TAKGS A WOLIDAY 


air (8.15 P.M. Saturdays,' 
[Y] Five song hits in as 
mumOtm * 











WJZ-NBC)! 

many months! “‘Dipsy 
Doodle’’ on Hit Parade 12 
weeks; wins ASCAP prize! 


* Proms at Yale, Prince- 

ton, Lehigh, Amherst, 
Drexel, Union, Bowdoin; 
Lawrenceville! 13,000 at 
Police Ball, Troy! 


estes bey 
Pig sos & Opening May 26th at 
ey gees Glen Island Casino, for 
season; Oct. 6th at Lincoln 

Hotel, indefinitely! 


+ Opening in October, New 

York Paramount Theatre, 
two week minimum; all this 
without ever showing his band 


concer cous in New York City! 


UNDER THE EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT OF 


ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE INC. 


| NEW YORK «+ CHICAGO «+ HOLLYWOOD > « LONDON 
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BINGO- TYP 
SHOW ON WMC 


—_——__—— 


Nearest approach yet made over 
the air around N. Y. to the bingo- 
type games played in filmeries start- 
ed Jast (Tuesday) night over WMCA, 
N. Y. 

Ii's a weekly show, running from 
11 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. each Tuesday, 


with questions read out from the stu- | 


dio and answered by listeners on of- 


ficial cards which the sponsor dis- | 


iributes. Cards are mailed in. Pair 
of Bermudan trips were offered on 
he first broadcast. 


Sponsor is Facto Sales Corp., which 


sells no products, but is attempting 
to interest firms in having thei 
trade-marks and labels woven into 
the questions. Of the latter, most are 
based on fact, but enough on opin- 
jon to narrow down the list of close- 
striking contestants. 

Facto plants its score-cards in 
taverns, clubs, house-parties and 
other gathering places where groups 


can play. In between the various in- | 


terrogations, recorded dance music is 
Gished from WMCA, 


Se ee ed Le ee ey . ° . ton* 


Washington, May 10. 

Headaches of broadcasters 
grymbolized by Lenox R. Lohr’s dis- 
cussion Jast week of public reaction 
io programs treating 
subjects. No 
some listener is bound to take of- 
fense, NBC prexy commented. 

‘We are called ‘fascists’ when Hit- 
Jer or Mussolini speak over our net- 
works. We anticipate the label ‘Com- 
munist’ or ‘Socialist?’ when Earl 
Browder or Norman Thomas comes 
before our microphones. We are 
‘capitalists’ when the representative 
of seme corporation speaks; ‘pro- 
Jabor’ when the American Federa- 
iion of Labor or the Committee for 
Industrial Organization broadcasts,’ 
network head related. ‘We are ‘radi- 
cal’ and ‘conservative’ and ‘liberal’ 
by turn, and, in view of some, may 
even appear ‘patriotic’ and ‘subver- 
sive’ at the same time.’ 


But there’s some solace in public | 


reaction. Contradictory criticisms ‘at 
least indicate we are keeping a fair 
balance,’ he added. 

School of instruction in radio pro- 
duction 
was the forum chosen last week by 
FCCer George Henry Payne for his 
attack on David Sarnoff, head of the 
RCA family. National Academy of 
Broadcasters, where Payne boiled 
over, is enterprise of Alice Keith, 
who used to handle educational de- 
lails for the octopus, while the 
‘faculty’ includcs several NBC de- 
pariment heads. 
few shows 
a chance to do something besides 
make believe. 

Even the clock in radio stations 
must comply with Federal specifica- 


lions under the proposed new FCC | 
rules, And the phraseology indicates | 


only a certain fair-haired maker of 
chronometers is in position to supply 
the type of time-keener required. 
Square-faced clocks are verboten 
under Rule 33.16 (1), while the exact 
sort remains somewhat of a mystery 
because the Commish forgot to list 
the ratio in stating that hands ‘shall 


have dimensions appropriate to the | 
dimensions of the dials in accordance | 


With standard practice.’ Mechanism 
can’t vary more than 242 minutes 
weekly or 10 
standard. 

Rules incidentally drum up busi- 
ness for the telegraph companies. No 
fuess-work allowed under clause 
which savs minute-denoter must be 
checked daily with Naval Observa- 
lory clocks, via Western Union o1 
Postal. 

. 
Buffalo Papers Liberal 
3uffalo, May 10. 

Newspapers here have been in- 
radio space rather than 
€liminating as on the west coast. 
Both Times and News are running 
Special daily stories up to a half- 
Olumn jn addition to regular stuff 
Sy columnists, 

News has revised program listings 
to take mathematics table form and 
Times has increased table size from 
two to three columns for easier read- 
ing. Both afternoon dailies have now 
established a policy of keeping the 
1acio section in the same spot. 


creasing 


seconds daily from | 


'Public Always Curious 
| About Air Personalities 
| 


Baltimore, May 10. 
H, C. Burke, managing director of 
| WBAL, tied up one of town’s best 
windows at Read's department drug 
| store, located on one of most prom- 


}inent corners of main drag, for dis- | 


| play of products broadcast over sta- 
‘tion, Used packages of merchandise, 
|; pix of radio announcers and per- 
| formers participating in various air- 
ings and effective studio background 
| featuring time schedule and station 
| call letters. 


Scenes of actual broadcasts and 
pix of announcers known to public 
only by voice received much com- 
ment from _ spectators constantly 
crowded around window : 


New Radio Firm 
Albany, May 10. 
Empire Broadcasting Corp., Man- 
hattan, has been chartered by the 


Secretary of State to conduct a gen- | 


eral broadcasting business, with a 
capital stock of $155,000. A total of 
50,000 shares are valued at $2.50 
each, and 60,000 at 50c each. 
Directors, holding 10 
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Radio Master’s Thesis 


Detroit, May 10. 


How io devise sound effects 
for a magic carpet’s alighting, 


for appearance and disappear- 
ance of Genii and how to kill 
off 40 thieves without too much 
blood and thunder, are prob- 
lems confronting Harry Gold- 
stein of Wayne University, who 
is completing details for pro- 
duction of four stories from 
‘Arabian Nights’ in WW4J's 
Studios and aired over short- 
waver W8XWJ. 
Adaptation and 
together v 
rector’s manual, is Goldstein’s 
master thes! } 


production, 
ith compilation of di- 
radio broad- 
Garnet 
Garrison’s direction at Wayne, 
Program will be staged before 
visual audience in four succes- 
sive Tuesday nights and aired 
over WW4J’s shortwaver. 


casting worked under 








apiece, are: 


Harold J. 


Bresson, 


| ; 
| Queens Village; Arthur M. Meyer, 
| Jamaica, and Rose Pinnelli, Mineola. 


|Orville S 
shares | attorney. 


Sanborn was the fill 


ng 


ept Promises 


Fails; ECC. 


Attack on WRNL 
Clean-Bills Station 





Washington, May 10. 

First attempt of a broadcaster to 
stifle competition by charging that 
rival operator failed to live up to his 
promises resulted in sweeping vic- 
tory for the accused last week when 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion denied request for revocation of 
WRNL, Richmond, license, 

Without reasons, the 
Commish gave the News-Leader a 


clean bill of health and pigeonhole 


explaining 


the complaint of WMBG, Richmond 


to the effect that newcomer in the | 
Virginia capital had not carried out | 


intentions of devoting large amount 
of time and esources to cultural, 
non-commercial programs. 
Complaint was based on evidence 
submitted when WRNL sought per- 
jmission to move from Petersburg, 
lwith argument that novel 
service would be 


|Richmond 


rendered in the 
sector, In asking dis- 


type of | 


i;missal, press-owned station’s defense 
was that delay in completing studios 
and transmitter handicapped opera- 
| tions, but nevertheless the public ine 
; terest requirement had been com- 
| plied with. Also that WMBG 
couldn't ask for revocation under the 
law. 


| nee 
LORILLARD MAY BUY 
REGIONAL’S PROGRAM 


Lorillard is dickering with the 
Don Lee Network through Lennen & 
Mitchell for the use of the 
‘Don’t You Believe It’ 
national spot basis 
Sensation cigarets. 


former’s 
program On a 
Discs would plug 
Account has the show currently 
running on Don Lee’s San Frane- 
| cisco outlet, KFRC. 

















were | 


controversial | 
matter what you do, | 








run by a former RCA staffer 





locally, giving students | 
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WLW SCORES WITH 
ANOTHER SMASH HIT 


“MUSICAL STEEPLECHASE” 


School puts on a} 


in line with the latest trend in successful radio programs, 


WLW goes out in front again with the ‘‘Musical Steeple- 


chase’ 


, 
. 


An audience participation program with all the 


studio audience takes part. 


thrills and glamour of the race track combined with the 
excellent music of Josef Cherniavsky and his orchestra. 


A fascinating program in which every member of the air and 


Heard over WLW and The Mutual Broadcasting System. 





A Listener-Tested Program 
From THE NATION’S STATION 
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Pacific Coast Notes 


Bill Goodwin joined KNX (Holly- cisco, have been handed a Monday- 
wood) production staff. | to-Friday morning sn after a fling 
-s }in an afternoon period : 

That no smoking edict in Colum- | 


434 N.A.B. Members 


Washington, May 10 
Recruit-snaring drive of the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters is proceeding satisfac- 
torily. Membership at the start 
of the month touched an all- 














bia’s new Hollywood studios got a| Lucey Cuddy, drama _ chief at time peak, with 434 stations on 
rise out of the boys. |KSFO, San Francisco, is again the roster and 340 already qual- 
eben | writing the annual San Juaa Bau- ified under the new tariff sched- 
Walter Guilk is set to produce and lista Pageant, to be presented at the san 
write four new sustainers for KSFO, nar gg ee “oo shortly. 
; -ancisc iT of > emcee | Ss production director, J. C.!. 
San Francisco. Guill left the emcee cisco, under the Durkee banner, 


‘not on KFRC’s ‘To: . Town’ | Morgan, will direct. ; ; 
spot on KFRC’s ‘Toast to the Town’ | | Chase is pianist and composet 


show to join the KSFO staff. as . 

Newell Chase is the new music di- | 
Rhythms’ ; rector for the ‘My Secret Ambition’ | 
‘d from KSFO, San Fran- 


Assistance League gathered in 4,000 
berries for charity as guides for Co- 
lumbia Square rubbernecks 


Tro Harper’s ‘Madhouse 
@wing sessions on KSFO, San Fran-/|show au 














After Playing a Successful Eastern Theatre Tour 


BUDDY ROGERS 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
RETURN to the PALOMAR, Hollywood, California 


for an_ indefinite engagement 


OPENING—Wednesday, May |8th 
BROADCASTING via CBS - 


Management: Music Corp. of America 


Vocalion Records 





| CREATIVE BUSINESS | Qne Aggressive P.A.’s 


| WREC Thinks Up Reason for Adver- | 
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tising—Straw Hat Vox Pop | Clearing House System 


oie | For Charity Time 


Memphis, May 10. 

WREC got some biz on a thought- | 
ful stunt worked last Thursday (6), | 
| which is traditionally ‘straw hat day’ | 


1 : — i 
in this town. Men don the sailors on | 


Philadelphia, May 19 
Philadelphia Health Council, of 
which Philly’s 104 health 


agencies 


ay 4 r the summer ,; 
that day annually for the s _are members, announced that in the 


' 


season. 
' Station lined up 10 participatory | 
sponsors and had announced Mal- | 
'colm Todd and Hugh Murphy make 
a mythical march around the down- | 
town area, stopping in front of the! 
time-buying hat stores and plugging | 
the products in their windows. | 


BURTON PAULU MANAGES 
| POWER-BOOSTED WLB 


St. Paul, May 10 
| Burton Paulu, assistant director of 
University of 





radio broadcasting at 
Minnesota for the past several years, 
has been upped to manager of WLB, | 


the university’s transmitter 

WLB last week made its bow with 
power increased to 5,000 
new assignment of frequency to 760 
kilos, increased time schedule and a 


walts, a 


brand new transmitter. New setup 
gives the pedagogs’ outlet an increase 
from eight hours to from 30 to 48 


hours per week 

Under new allocation, Paulu’s pet 
will share one-third its daylight 
hours with WCAL, St. Olaf college at 
Northfield (Minn.). WLB shares the 
760 band with WJZ, NBC's key out- 
let in Gotham 


WLW STUNT SHOW HAS 
AUDIENCE ON ‘HORSES’ 


Cincinnati, May 10 

Musical Steeplechase, new Friday 
night 30-minute show on WLW di- 
rected by Josef Cherniavsky, started 
last week to feed to the Mutual web. 
It’s a tune quizzer with contestants 
selected from studio audience. 

They are placed on wooden horses 
which are moved to indicate prog- 
ress of mental race. 


Greenfield 100-Watter 
On Yankee-Colonial 


Boston, May 10 

WHAT, 100-watter daytime station 
| at Greenfield, Mass., in the Berkshire 
Hills, is number 18 to the Yankee 
and Colonial Networks Station 
(1210 kilocycles) is owned and oper- 
ated by John W. Haigis, Republican 
candidate for the Massachusetts 
gubernatorial elections two years 
ago. Station inaugurated Saturday 
RT). 

Basic one hour evening rate for 
Yankee becomes $2,280 from $2,220, 
and for Colonial, from $1,660 to 
$1,720. 
Personnel of 





WHAI is Lee S 
Greenwood, commercial manager: 
Warren M. Greenwood, offspring, 
program director; James L. Spates, 


neer: Norman E 


salesman, advertising manager. 
Whiteman’s 26 More 
Liggett & Myers (Chesterfield 
cigarets) has renewed Paul White- 
man for another 26 weeks on CBS. 


Whiteman’s original contract cov- 
ering a similar period started Jan. 7. 


Early Grid Bidding 


Oklahoma City, May 10. 
Broadcast of Oklahoma University 
football games has again. been 
awarded to WKY over the bids of 
both KOMA and KTOK. 
WKY’s offer was 50% of any spon- 





guarantee of $2,500. 





Primary Returns Sponsored 
Philadelphia, May 10. 

Pennsy primary returns next 
Tuesday (17) on WCAU have been 
bought by Greystone Wines. Set by 
J. M. Korn Agency here 

Program will include two live 
shows in auditorium studios, at 9 
to 9:30 and 10:30 to 11, with returns 
running through entire evening, 





Austin Returns to WCAU 
Philadelphia, May 10. 


Herbert Austin returns to Philly 





WCAU. 


He replaces George Hogan, who 


—|1s going to WNEW. 





| institutions 


from WMAS, Springfield. chief engi- | 
Whittaker, former | 
WBZ and WBZA, Boston-Springfield, 


sor fees collected with a minimum 


future it will clear all radio time for 
connected with it. 
That relieves kilowatters of the em- 
barrassment of being in the middle 
of a squabble between two or more 
hospitals for the same time. 

New edict was brought about by 
super-activity of Gert Fisher, p.a. for 
Mt. Sinai Hospital. $y the time 
sleepy reps for other institutions got 
around to the stations to beg time 
for National Hospital Day thi 


they found Miss Fisher had already 
tightly sewed up five outlets. Which 
caused such a squawk she was 


forced to relinquish 1 Cc Muple nro- 
Prams and the new agreement was 


}drawn up. 


WCPO’S NEW STAFFMEN: 
HAS TIE WITH WHIO 


Cincinnati, May 10 

WCPO staff has been bolstered by 
additions of Joe Young, 
writer, lately with the United Press 
in Atlanta, and Paul Hodges, pro- 
ducer, up from the allied Scripps- 
Howard station, WMPS, in Memphis, 
where he handled special shows 

John Brakebill has been advanced 
from continuity editor to program di- 
rector of WCPO by Mortimer C. Wat- 
ters, manager. 

Station is framing a hookup with 
WHIO, Dayton, O., for a series of 
inter-city ‘yes and no’ quiz programs, 
Cincy Post and Dayton Daily News 
are to tie in with the stunt. Competi- 
tion will be among teams represent- 
ng civic and fraternal bodies 


continuity 


Johannes Steel Withdraws 
From Anti-Nazi Position 
Johannes Steel, air commentator 

On European politics, has resigned 

as exec secretary of the Non-Sec- 

tarian Anti-Nazi League. Names as 

{cause the press of work. There is 

said to be, however, same internal 

dissension in the League 
Commentator talks thrice weekly, 
sustaining, over WMCA, N. Y., and 
its affiliated Inter-City system. Will 
make a platform purr at Town Hall, 
N. Y., on May 31. 


WTHT Hit by Lightning 
Hartford, May 19 
WTHT was forced off the air Fri- 
|day morning for several hours when 
| its antenna was struck by lightning 
'during an electrical storm. Back on 
| the air at noontime after emergency 
‘repairs the station again went off 
| the air about 9 p. m. to allow repairs 
to be made. 
| During the day the station did not 
operate at full efficiency. Engineers 
| from WDRC and WTIC assisted in 
rigging up an emergency makeshift 
'to the antenna to allow operation. 
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MUTUAL'S 


PROVES GOOD INTENT | 


IDEA’ SHOW IS. |_ Pr0¥es coo 


|WFIL Engineer Protects Station | 
| From Any ‘On Purpose’ Hints 


WFIL, by quick thinking on the 


part of an enginee aved itse ist 
gnt Irom charges of politi 
’ | ry ri + t wa , ' 
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Cause for Envy? aon et 


‘HOTEL’ SHUTTERED; 


Cincinnat May 10 


Bill Gold, WCPO news edito1 S 


said to be only radio person holding LUM-ABNER LOAF 
a ticket for tne Ann Hahn electro- it 
cutie ft anad wnen Deat penalty 
of the accused blonde murderess. set He ’ Ve ( 
for last week in Ohio penitentiary For the first time 1 its fou veal 
{ ‘o] ec has } ch ¢ Lk : r 
at Columbu » has been shoved back | o¢ ajring. Ho lywood Hotel will take 
Nnwus aT man ? c go > 7 
to fall. Thu far no woman has gone a summer layof Respite f n 
to the cnair in Oh June 24 to Sept ) 
« A — } s 4 & 
‘old’ icat is o1 f three the 
ot gers one of ree the Lum and Abner are also dropping 
] mr womal Vas legally al- 
conaemnec ; O 1 V € a Ly ii ut July ] fo ‘ ee} ab- 
lowed to dish out. Other 25 tickets ie 
pDatical 


for the scheduled execution went to 
newspapers and county and state of- 
ficials. 


Just What Doc Ordered 


Hollywood, May 10. 
KFWB landed six Procter & Gam- 


WFIL Cuts Transcriptions 
Philadelphia, May 10. 

WFIL recording division making 
series of 5-minute platters for Per- ble transcription shows last week on 
sonal Finance Co. Programs are | 2 year’s contract. Spinners are 
dramatizations of short, short stories | ‘Ma Perkins,’ ‘The O’Neils,’ “Vie and 
with commercials woven in. Sade,’ ‘Pepper Young's Family,’ 

Produced by Margaret Schaefer, | ‘Mary Marlin’ and ‘The Gospel Sing- 
WFIL assistant program director. ers.’ 

Programs across the board also air 
on other stations of California Radio 
' System. 


Ralph Snyder new announcer at 
WKZO, Kalamazoo, Mich 


CL 


FILIATED GAN 
DIN OPEGIAL WEB 


KGW, Portland, 

Available All- 
Loop of Small 
Town Stations Draws Nix 
from Mutual’s 
Division 


Efforts of 
to Make 


Oregon 


Northwest 


A VIOLATION 


Portland Ore May 0 

Viutu; ha barre ; ¥ t¢ ' 
€ e} . ¢ 1 

tation fi e f t f 
1 ré onal alliance Order will se { 
to squash ambDitlior whict KGW 

KEX, Portland, has been nurtu 
of making available a blanket state 
primary coverage by hooking p 
with six 100-watters spotted around 


Oregon. Most of the sextet are al- 
lied with Mutual’s northwest branch. 
Because political sponsors have 
evinced an interest in the KGW-AII- 
Oregon project, the situation may be 
brought to the attention of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 


Carl Haymond, of KMO, Tacoma, | 


and Mutual’s spokesman in the 
northwest, is reported to have held 
that the direct wire hookups from 
KGW are an encroachment on Mu- 
tual’s time and the understanding is 
that the five Mutual outlets involved 
vill decline to be linked with KGW 


again. 


OSED DOOR 


— 4-—— ee 


$5 


on —_———————38 











Guest of Honor 


Charlotte, N. C., 


EDGEWORTH'S 


May 10. 


Clair Shadwell of WBT, on 
personal appearance tour, was 
na hall at Boone, N. C. Com- 





Carey Jennings, KGW gen. ! 





Speaking for stat. ssiem, one DAVE DRISCOLL EARS 
Vile Muti saan sce wen HURT BY TUNNEL JOB 


yf y , 
" p } P oO of i) « D iscoll pe il .€ < Ke 
. | ial {Te 
( 
PF 1 ( 
i ¢ 
f 
Y 1 { ‘ ‘ 
ce KSlu ¢ 
T | r t ece 
compre ior of 20 
I I ) ( I ‘ ’ 
into the cnamober li nich he 
tn a crew Of sandho ) ed 
Fre Webs Vi i ( 1) coll peveral mont! ago Bot 
jac] va | ‘ { ! ( v ) + ; ’ “ . 
qgeciaread yesterda (Tuesdi Lida Trout, CBS pecial eventer, faintec 
ugn e nationat wed naa no vnen prowling deep in the ex« 
ntro] Mc} } ty La martd ‘ k 
control, responsibility rr autnority | tions being burrowed for the new 


over the Pacific northwest matter it | Sixth avenue subway in N. Y. 

seemed to him that it was only fair neers ; ‘ 

that Mutual st 1intain ’ . 

facilities should limit the use of those | Bank Choir on Alr—Once 

hoe wats aoe egg “ear Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn 

facilities to their own stations. What |! ., : : . , 

KGW is trying to do, he said, is tie N. Y., which has a five-minute com- 

up line facilities which are being un- meé rene each Sunday on WMC A, ex- 

derwritten by certain stations in the estoy oe oe be rue biget pd poral 

ge . day (15) when institution’s glee club 

Mutual northwest group. will warble. Annually the bank trots 

out its workers, who form the choral 
Cedric Foster, station manager of group, on exhibition. 

WTHT, Hartford, is now feeding his Plugs on program will be institu- 

‘News of the Day You Were Born’ Regularly, on the five-min. 

to 14 stations of the Colonial net- | periods, the plugs are for biz, with 

work on Sunday night. ‘talks the listening lure. 


stations which mi 


tional. 
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VARIETY 


IN TERNATIONAL RADIO 


Rivalry of Its Own Broadcasters Led — 
Argentine to Ban DX Pick-Ups 


Buenos Aires, May 4 
It is believed here that foreign 
countries, with special emphasis 


on the U. S., have misinterpreted an 
Argentine government decree, which 
prohibits rebroadcast of foreign 
short-wave programs via Argentine 


stations. Pointed out that 


joes not prohibit retransmission ol 
foreign programs There are 
ally none in the latter catego 
Reason for the stoppage lecal go 
ment pl aced on short-wa' 
roadcast lone lecally cam 
yf th success Radio E! VM 
LR1l i 1 t the ot 
yf the pigges ( nme! i pro t 
in South America, got a special con- 
cession from Argentine Post Office 
to establish two adjunctive short- 


wave stations last year and supplied 
ia short-wave. Other stations 
tried to follow suit, but were unable 
to obtain similar concessions. These 
broadcasters then Uruguayan 
short-wave o.k.’s, relaying thei 
grams in that way 

Argentine 


them \ 


got 


pro- 


government has com- 


batted this competition from Uru- 
guay by banning the practice com- 
pletely. 

Meanwhile there are applications 


up for Argentine short-wave bands, 
notably from Radio Belgrano (LR3), 
Radio Splendid (LR4) and Radio 
Municipal (LS1). These can be 
granted only when the chief of the 
Radio communication division of the 
Post Office gets back from abroad. 





ARTISTS. 


MANAGEMENT 
PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


Chesterfield 


CBS Network 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., 






EDST 
May 13th Broadcast from 
Quadrangle’s 
Tenth Birthday Party, 
Duke University 
FEATURING 
JOAN EDWARDS 
FOUR MODERNAIRES | 
JACKSON TEAGARDEN 

















All Paul Whiteman 
Engagements Booked 


EXCLUSIVELY 
Artists a 
Ne ae 








\Tt E.4S* ST. 


NN.C. 
WU 21-1888 


a 





decree | 





Foreigners Know 


Rock Island, I1., 
WHBEF runs a weekly ‘Know 
Your Government’ quiz game 
on which a team of native-born 
Yanks compete against a lineup 
composed of foreign-born and 
! stions pertaining to 


May 10. 


Vel que 





» U. S. laws and government. 
Theatre ducats are prizes 
late the foreign-born have } 








HEARINGS ON 
GOVT. RADIO 
OPEN 


Washington, May 10 
Drive to put the U. S. Government 
into the broadcasting business opens 


formally next week before the House 





Affairs 
Monday 


of Representatives Naval 
Hearings start 
Celler and Green bills 
construction of a high- 
powered short-waver for use in pro- 
moting relations with Latin America. 
Early discussion of similar bill is 
scheduled by the Senate Naval Af- 
fairs subcommittee, but no date fixed. 
May be taken up this week. 


Committee, 
(16) on the 
authorizing 


Reverse twist on the idea of using 
radio to link the Western Hemisphere 


countries was mirrored Sunday (8) 
when Columbia network initiated! 
series of programs or short- 


. listeners by 
several Latin- 


waved speeches to U. 
foreign ministers of 
American republics. 
Under auspices of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union, the web made broadcast- 
ing a two-way medium for increasing 
good-will when Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull paced the field with the 
U. S. Navy Band orchestra providing 
the musical accompaniment. Five- 
program schedule includes talks by 
foreign ministers of dozen countries 
and envoys of the other nine. 
Following Hull, the web carried 
short-waved talks by cabinet officers 
of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, and Cuba, plus remarks 
by the Costa Rican diplomat here, 


MEXICO LOOPS 
93 STATIONS 


Mexico City, May 10. 

Arrangements have been made by 
the Mexican government for the 
hooking up of 53 Mexican stations 
to carry a daily schedule of propa- 
ganda and cultural programs. Link 
will take in short wave as well as 
long wave outlets. 

Broadcasts are expected to reach 
12,000,000 listeners, 


Ben Harkins, 





producer, has been 
appointed program manager of 
KFRC, San _ Francisco. 
with KMO, Tacoma, Wash.; KOMO, 

















Seattle, and KJBS, San Francisco. 














By: JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by lvory Soap «99/100 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 
IN CBS - WABC— 
ee 





°/0 pure 


12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST 
2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING 


AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG, NEW YORK CITY 


| guage, 
| South 
|of experimental 
| suave is 


Formerly | 


Jack Hasty to helen 


Jack Hasty, 
18 for London on an 
do some dramatic scripts for 
Broadcasting Corp. 

During this season Hasty did ma- 
terial for Sheila Barrett on her 
Gruen Watch commercial, now faded 
from NBC. Also some scripts for the 
Jean Hersholt dramatization series, 
over CBS for Canerene. 


Luella Laudin 
Group Beams DX 


sadiie @ writer, sails May | 
assignment to 
British 


—| Shows to So. Am. 


Broadcasts from New York City to 
South America will be made from 
Columbia’s shortwaver, W2XE, by 
the Committee on Human Relations 
of the National Council of Women. 
Luella Laudin’s scripts will be trans- 
lated for delivery in Spanish Tues- 
and Thursdays at 10:30 New 


time. 


days 
York 

Committee’s follow 
the ‘good neighbor’ policy advocated 
by the State Dept. Aims to give the 
Latin 
interest 


ybiective is to 


women of the 
and 
wire 


republics trivial 
themes that the 
not ordinarily 


social 
services do 
handle. 


Find Vancouver Exception 
To High Canadian Rating 
For ‘Howie Wing’ Serial 


survey made by 


In a N. W. Ayer, 
of the ‘Howie Wing’ program (Kel- 
logg’s) in Canada, it was disclosed 
that in St. Johns, N. B., the listen- 
ing audience was 96% and in Hali- 
fax, N. S., 92%. Results on other 


cities ranged down from there, with 


all but Vancouver, B. C., regarded 
as satisfactory. 

In Vancouver it was found that 
the majority listened to American 


Stations at 
major 


that hour, 
commercial 
broadcast, for that 
and 6 p.m. In 
were made 
‘Howie Wing’ 


catching the 
musical shows 

area, between 5 

each city 200 calls 

co-incidental the 
broadcast. 


TRY CODE LANGUAGE 


Spitari Tested on Several Latin Sta- 
tions as a Stunt 


with 


Spitari, an international code lan- 
will be used by 11 Central- 
American stations in a series 
broadcasts. Lan- 
essentially based on the 
music scale of sounds, and was in- 
vented in New York by Carlo Spitari, 
who has not had much luck in inter- 
esting U. S. stations or anybody in 
giving it a tryout. 


Stations which have taken up Spi- | 
i tari 


are HJIABE, Cartagena, Colom- 


bia; H14V, Dominica: YV6RA and 
YV6RB, Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela: 
El Prado, Ecuador: YV2RA and 


YV2RB, San 
TG-l and TG-2 
Ecuador. 
Broadcasts are to be in short-wave 
and ballyhooed in advance, so inter- 
| ested listeners can get code books to 
| decipher the lingo. Only trial Spitari 
ever got in the U. S. was a stunt 


ha sapetans Venezuela: 
, Guatemala; HC2CW, 








broadcast last September over 

WMCA, N. Y. 

| 

| English Notes 
London, May 1. 


Spelling Bee certainly has injected 
B.B.C. with the virus from its sting, 
and already four contests have been 
broadcast in 


slightly more than a 
month, with a fifth announced for 
May 1. So far aired have been two 


Anglo-American hookups, 
versus Under 20s, and Women versus 
Men; next promises fireworks, being 
a contest between B.B.C. stalff 
inees and selected Listeners. 


Rupert Caplan : on . Vieis 


tupert Caplan, program producer 
for the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
in Montreal, is in New York 

Seeing J. Walter Thompson 


Over 40s 


nom- 


agency, for whom he produces the 
| weekly ‘Spotlight Revue’ (Standard 


| Brands) over Dominion 


dramatic sketches to air on the va- 


‘riety show, 


| director, 
| program that represents a departure 
| for 


ideparted for 


| stations. 
Also scouting around for ten-minute | 





Womeeney: May 11, 


/ 


1938 


Japan Forces Silence on 14 Stations 
Within Shanghat Int] Settlement 


Politica Coin vs Air 


Regina, Sask., May 10. 

Saskatchewan air being bought up 
at furious rate generally with pro- 
vincial election, first in four years, 
due this summer. Fact several new 
parties in the field this year means 
idded do-re-mi to stations as major 
yarties try to grab up all choice 


spots 

Holdout policy of present govern- 
nent is not announcing exact elec- 
tion date is only damper. 


CANADIAN 
DATA BY CBS 
SCANTY 


Columbia is putting out an ex- 
planatory pamphlet, *. . . to shrink 
space,’ along with its latest rate 
card Network now lists 113 sta- 
tions in 112 towns. Over-all rate is 
less than it was in September, 1937, 
when the last rate card was issued. 
Gross cost for all 104 towns were 
‘offered at the time for $22,770 per 


hour, while the present setup of 112 
stations can be obtained for $22,170 
an hour, 
Pamphlet 
sertation on 
filiated 


factual dis- 
the newly af- 
plus a recital of 
power boosts obtained meanwhile 
by previous CBS associates. Also 
tom-tommed for the first time is 
the availability of 31 stations of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to CBS 
network advertisers, with charts and 


contains a 
each of 
stations 


maps showing location, power and 
regional groups. No rate informa- 
tion on these CBC outlets is dis- 


closed in either the pamphlet or the 


irate card. 


PALMOLIVE'S 
B. A. REVUE 


Buenos Aires, 
Enrico De Rosa, 


May 1. 
Spanish 
started today a daily hour 


Argentina, Its variety in: type, 
combining various elements of music, 
dialog, emceeing and spoofing. Usu- 
ally Argentine programs have been 
straightaway music, drama or com- 


edy, but seldom a combination of 
elements. 
Show is heard on the entire Pri- 


mera Cadena Argentine de Broad- 
casting chain, 


grano here is parent. De Rosa was 


in New York last year with Pauline | 


Singerman’s Spanish dramatic com- 
pany and remained here when they 
Havana. He has also 
worked in and directed Latin films. 


WESTERN CANADA 
HEARS 50 KW. DUE 


Sask., May 10. 
move of Canadian 





Regina, 
Long awaited 


Broadcasting Corp to build a 50,000- | 


watter on the prairies to serve the 
whole west, including part of British 
Columbia, appears imminent. 

Rumored Keith McKinnon will 
head party of CBC engineers on tour 
of Alberta-Saskatchewan provinces 
with checking equipment in effort to 
find suitable site. Most probable site 
is Manitou Lake, Sask., a salt water 
, lake similar in character to KSL’s 
transmitter location, 


Rumors also have it CBC will take 


away 540 ke. channel from CJRM. 
James Richardson and Sons’ outlet 
here, which would explain station’s 


failure to erect 440-foot vertical radi- 
ator after much advertising that it 
would be done, 


Vie Tully back at CFCT, Victoria. 
| dk ying ‘milkman’s matinee,’ night 
‘ trick. 





actor- | 


of which station Bel- | 


Washington, 
imposed by 
led to protest silencing 
of 14 Chinese commercial broadcast- 
U. S. Com- 
Jast 
Transmitters shut down Aprij 
28 while 


removal of re 


May 10 
Censorship Japanese 


authorities 


ing stations at Shanghai, 


merce Department learned 
week. 
negotiations went on over 
-gistration and blue 
pencil restrictions, 
Stations were located in the In. 
ternational Settlement, 
Bureau of 


mestic ( 


radio advice 
to the Foreign and 
said k reigne 


unaffected 


‘ommerce 


owned stations were 


REMOTE AREA’S STATION 


Battleford, Sask., May 10 
now being sought for 
station proposed here by 

Broadcasting Co. This 
Saskatchewan 


Site is 
100-watt 
Battleford 
area in north-west 
not served by radio. 

Closest station is CFQ¢ 
1000-watter 


new 


is 


*, Saskatoon 








Signed with NBC! 


LANNY GREY’S 


Rhythm School of the Air 


Pupils of the Class 


Marvy M Hu 1—Platinum-voiced Pretty 

Don Richa Toreador of Song 

Lucil nL Combination af Swingeroo 
IIMMY Ri it Nursery Rhyme King 

Sing Sing Sist and Rhyme School Quarte 
And Lanny Grey as the Khythmaster 


School Starts May 12th 


WJZ BLUE NETWORK 
8:30 P. M., D.S.T. 











DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
12 O'CLOCK NOON 
KVERY MONDAY 

WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 

Mutual Broadcasting System 

FOR 


BOSCO 
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Radio Originator 


ONE MAN SHOW 
TWO VOICE SAM AND HENRY 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTEST 
VARIETY HOUK 
COMMUNITY SING 


45351 N. Paulina St., 


Address: 


Chicago 




















I 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Studios, nn’ wood 








20th Century-Fox 








B. MATIT LG 
BULLETIN 
CHARLIE 
BARNET 
And His Orchestra 
Vicked to Play 
PLEASURE BEACH PARK 
BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 


MAY 22 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
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‘1 Race Sheet on WNEW 


Man O’ War Publishing Co. has 





}| signed for 52 weeks with WNEW, 





r 








El Paso.—KTSM has studio produced show entitled ‘Thumbing Thro 
the Telephone Book,’ informal half hour with Lloyd Merrill's orchestra, 
Jimmy Faust, tenor, and Roy Chapman, m.c. 


' , r OT, , 
New York, for 30 mins. time a day 

ugh Monday through Sat. starting May 16. 

Race sheet publishers will sponsor 


Chapman thumbs through Bob Carter on a twice daily stint of 


the phone book, picks out names and presents them with passes to loca] | 15 mins. each. Handled by Metro- 


theatres. 


politan Advertising. 


Muncie, Ind.—When the varsity men of Muncie High got their letters in 


recent ceremonies Don Burton of Station WLBC got one, too, for broad- Gradually Drop Linguals 


casting their basketball games. 


Hartford—As a reward for picking a new 
WTIC, some listener is to be awarded a day's 


Washington—WMAL has nation-wide 
Parrots to be judged by their diction 


and voice quality 


Washington—NBC’'s two local transmitters 
Walter Winchell-Government workers 
ington. Stung by Winchell’s crack that 
WRC-WMAL 
ington Times 1n sponsoring a government workers 


ployees of Uncle Sam were pretty, 


Oklahoma City—Negro bootblacks from Oklahoma City shine parlors | Now 
are invited to appear on WKY in competition for cash prizes before three | that 
judges who will base decisions on rhythm 


mail. 

Regina, Sask.—Staff at CKCK is 
fan who listens to programs, puts 
sends along the results. 


getting 
her 


for ‘Fish Stories’ over 
fishing trig 


now raZl 
been told no women em- 
joined with the Wash- 
beauty contest 


At WPEN; So Teaching 
Its Audience English 


APresslol VocaDuUula’ry I 


pest talking parrot 


*hiladelph a, Mav 10 
Ralph Borelli, in charge of Italian 

broadcasts on WPEN, will begin 
to capitalize on the eries on Thursday tabbed ‘Lessons 


ng in Wash- |! in Enplish.’ 


Purpose is to teach lai 
lage and culture to Italian-speakin; 
members of WPEN audience 
Station recently announced it would 
gradually get away from linguals 
other radio men wondering if 
determination goes so far that 


tone, originality and radio fan | they’re going to teach evervone how 


to speak English 


colors from a feminine 


in water colors, and 


N. Y.’er on WTIC Show 


Hal Gordon, ter t 
NBC Artists Service. has been 


under contr: 


St. Louis—Allen C. Anthony, chief gabber at KWK with a portable mike sold for a commercial series on 


was describing a big fire in residential 
the mike from Anthony's mitters, ordered the gabber and his aid, Foster 


Chief of Police vanked | WTIC, Hartford, Conn. 


Program, “Traveler's Hour,’ airs 


Brooks, to beat it and tossed a few sulphuric words into the mike. Sta- | each Sunday for Traveler Insurance 
tion complained to Mayor who reprimanded the Chief and gave Anthony | Co., which owns the station, Gordon 


and Brooks permission to continue 
they desired. 





COUGHLIN ON 
10 STATIONS 
NEXT TIME 


Detroit. May 10. 


their 


——y 


Doubling this year’s Outlay. series | 


of Sunday afternoon talks by Father 
Charles E. Coughlin will run for 30 


weeks on about 70 stations, starting | 


Nov. 6. Also will be priest's big- 
gest coverage in history. 

Aircasters, Inc., handles Stan 
Boynton, prez of agency, will start 


lining up indie hookup immediately | 


for half-hour addresses every Sun- 
day at 4 p.m. 

With WJR here as key station, 
hookup will extend to both coasts, in 
contrast with only east and middle- 


west this year. Priest got late start} 
this year, following tiff with Arch- | 


bishop Edward Mooney over ecclesi- 
astical approval, and series ran only 
17 weeks. 
? 
WCKY’s Grocer Gesture 
Cincinnati, May 10. 

For their national rally day meet- 
ing today, grocers of Greater Ciney 
heard a message from their national 
president, Charles E. Smith, via a 
transcription and sound equipment set 
up by Lloyd George Venard, WCKY 
sales director. Same station enabled 
the grocers to hear the Forward 
America broadcast, which it carries 
and is devoted to cause of indepen- 
dent merchants. 

Virginia Fallon, formerly with the 
Crosley organization and.of late with 


the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency in Chi- | 
cago, joined the L. B. Wilson station } 
personnel Monday (9) as secretary | 


to Mendel] Jones, program director 


wow Men Join dunbet 


Omaha. May 10. 
Bill Wiseman, promotion man, and 
Foster May, newscaster, are on tem- 
porary leave from WOW accompany- 
ing 100 Omaha business men on a 
trade trip into South Dakota, Wyom- 
ing and Montana. Wiseman. former 
Bee-News staff member. will cover 
the trip by daily dispatch to be 
broadcast here on the evening news, 
and May will record broadcasts from 
Points of interest along the route. 
May records will be used later on 
his man-on-the-street spiel 


POLLY’S DUAL PAYOFEERS 

Polly Shedlove formerly of KSTP 
Si. Paul, and now on WHN, New 
York, has copped her first two pur- 
licipating sponsors on her ‘Polly the 
Six pper,’ 9 a.m. daily romp. Shes 
SECNn Sustaining three weeks 

Charter members are Powder Base 
‘Hudson agency) and Famous Fair- 
‘xX (Frank Kiernan agency). 


| 


| 


} 


describing fire as long as |cOmmutes from New York for the 


programs 


Ben Rocke Office Seeks Local Co-op 


Sponsor for Name Music of Week 


— —-—--—- 





The Eternal Twist | Ben Rocke Productions, indie pro- 
ee * | gram producing outfit. is sending 

Charlotte, N. C., May 10 
Program Director Charles 
Crutchfield, of WBT. hunted 


| Norman Livingston on a tour of 60 
; towns next week to attempt to line 
up co-operative local sponsors for 
a Mutual web program to start in 


end found, for an interview 
over the air the day the Char- 











lotte baseball season opened | September Rocke put the George 
The man who did: t go tc the Jessel Sunday night half-hour on 
l same |Mutual, also under co-op bankroll- 

5 Show currently has local spe 

nay nae I in ¢€ ht town 

WEB SUSTAINER SUB |, cz ost tor wih ts 
ton ‘ going after Dankrollers 
IS LOCALLY COMMERSH | io os “Sisse errs for’ sunae 
a . aise carded lO! Ssundav 
t I sO) She 1] 

k p Tex Mav 10 olate name bands Weekly and te; 
Whe atueunk of vlicht aes t é otf the week ind = fiast 
me made NBC Breakfast Club D nO DL. ROS ROO OF. 06 ye 
; _ eal has been concluded = with 
vailable to KTSM station n Nis We oil Micali, dees Minds 

augurated its own Breakfast Club : . 

slant booking and agenting office to sup- 
Now has five sponsors for music nly the orc estra Set already are 


bands of Tommy Dorsey, Dick Him- 


of nine-piece studio orchestra under 
ber, Eddy Duchin, Henry King and 


direction of Lloyd Merrill, Jimmy 


Faust, tenor, and Roy Chapman. m.c Henry su e. All programs will 
originate in New Yorl 
Rocke himself is still away from 
KTHS on Blair List his office sick. Hasn't been at his 
Hot Springs, Ark., May 10 desk fot ix week 
KTHS national representation i 
shifted from Gene Furgason to Johr Carl Everson, manager of WHKC, 
Blair Columbus, is spending two weeks in 
Deal was set in Chicago by man- | Marinette, Wi following the death 
ager Steve Cisler. of his father-in-law. 














WOR renewal business* for April 1938 was 57% 
AHEAD of April 1937. 

Renewal business on WOR for the past three 
months of 1938 was 45% GREATER than that 
for the same period of 1937—and 1937 WAS a 
good year! 

With advertising expenditures being cut closer 
than a miser’s beard in ALL directions, America’s 
smartest time-buyers are KEEPING THEIR 
PROGRAMS ON WOR—and, in some cases, IN- 
CREASING THE PROGRAMS. They re RENEW- 
ING their WOR time because it is PRODUCTIVE 
time... Plus-time, you might call it: time that 


“WOR «¢ vclusively— not network 


pays them back, dollar for dollar and more, on 
the green salad they spend. 

So, it seems that somebody's thinking about 
heeping WOR ’s market covered—good times or 
bad. And you'll usually find that it’s this coun- 
try s BIGGEST advertisers. That's one good rea- 
son WHY they're BIG! 

For further facts regarding WOR time, both 
sponsored and available, have one of our men 
pedal his bicycle from...Sales Office, NEW YORK, 
1440 Broadway ; BOSTON, 80 Federal Street; 
CHICAGO, Tribune Tower: SAN FRANCISCO, 


Russ Building. 
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MUSIC -DANSAPATION 


Wednesday, May Hi, ial 











Non: ‘Aryans Must Give 10 Years’ 


Notice to Quit Austrian Perf. Society 





—_—__—— + 
Vienna, May 2. | 
Austrian Society of Authors, Com- | 
posers and Music Publishers (AKM) 
will seek the adaptation of former 
Austrian laws for the entire Greater | 
Germany in regard to minor rights| Union members by day, but not 
concerning radio. On this subject | at night? 
Austrian jurisprudence was quicker So pickets 
and better than German | the Quadrille dance hall here, pro- 
Since Jan. 1, 1938, cafe and restau- | ¢laiming in signs that spot is unfair 
rant owners and proprietors of other | tg organized labor, because: 
amusement places must pay to AKM 
fees according to the seating capac- 
if a loud speaker is installed. In 


Dance Hall Picketed 


Detroit, May 10. 





are parading outside 


Even though four men playing in 
a band at the dance spot are mem- 
Germany no such law was sponsored | Pers of United Auto Workers’ union 
by STAG M. aetan h represents the | in the daytime at auto plants, they're 
minor rights of authors, composers | Ot union members at night be- 
and publishers in the Reich. cause they don’t belong to the mu- 

AKM is in the process of liquida- sicians’ union, AFL, 
tion and, after the final payment to a 


Band leaders and their managers 
have been asked by the American 
Federation of Musicians to co-op- | 


its members for income derived in 
1937, will merely continue as col- 
Vienna, 
Reports that non-‘Aryan’ authors, 
composers and publishers will not ° 
get full value from their rights due 0 ire uses 
to them for 1937 can be dismissed as 
unfounded. But few more royalties 
will accrue to members who do not UJ e . 
nion-vriven 
laws for 1938. 
However, there are such men as 
Franz Lehar and scores of othet —— 
noted composers. Lehar’s collabora- 
tors are all non-Aryan. Beda-Fritz 
Luehner is under arrest. Jewish au- 
thors can not quit AKM nor Stag- 
> Bob ~ /erate with the organization campaign 
, But music and text are inseparable, | .; : : : 
according to the statutes of both - han Brotherhood of Railroad 
companies. Lehar is played more frainmen by inquiring of the drivers 
‘than ever. In the case of Emmerich, | of buses they charter whether they | 
'Kalman, Oscar Straus, Edmund Eys- | are members of this union. Request 
Jer and Granichstaedten the stand-| was contained in a letter signatured | 
point of AKM is easy. No play, no| by Fred Bernbach, AFM recording | 
Income for author and composer | Letter explained that while many 
fs calculated at one-third each with | of the drivers for a major. trans- | 
a third going to publishers, also often | , 
non-‘Aryan.’ Whether Lehar will get | sanized, 
his dues and the others ignored is’ trolled. 
still problematical. 
bJ 7 
Kyser’s Odd Reactions 


lecting office for Berlin STAGM in | Ask Tooters 
conform to the Nuremberg ‘Aryan’ | 
ma unless they give 10 years’ notice. 
pay. | secretary. 
To His Musical Quiz 


the union is company con- 








the Paramount, N. Y., where his) Title. 
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Battle of Words 





Buffalo, May 10. 

This town’s long underwear 
cats are still stewing over 
what Tommy Dorsey said. Mr. 
Dorsey challenged Franco Au- 
tori to get together the best 
classical musicians in the coun- 
try—with Toscanini to help 
him—and Tommy would bet 
$25,000 the symphonists couldn’t 
play one of the Dorsey swing 
arrangements. 

Dorsey’s peeve was over a 
story which quoted Autor, 
conductor of the Buffalo or- 
chestra of the Federal Music 
project, in assorted opinions of 
swing. Heading of the story 
had been, ‘Swing, Form of Im- 
becility, Is on Skids, Musi- 
cians Say.’ 

Specifically, Autori had said: 
‘Swing has no appeal to the 
mind, the sentiments or the 
imagination—only to the feet.’ 
His reply to Dorsey’s challenge 
was another challenge—an as- 
sertion that if Dorsey collected 
the best swing men in the land 
they couldn’t play a_ simple 
Mozart or Haydn symphony 
correctly. 








EXCHANGE DEAL OFF 


Frisco and L. A. Resume Identities 
For Consolidated, R-O’K 
Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc., 
and Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., 
mutual agreement called off their 


merger of booking operations in the | 


southern California area. Rockwell- 
O’Keefe will continue to maintain 


| its own offices in Los Angeles, while | 


Lou Irwin will take over the local 


management of Consolidated’s inter- | 


ests. 


Under the alliance, which went! 
into effect several months ago, R-O’K | 
| represented Consolidated in lower 


California, while Consolidated’s San 
Francisco office, formerly the NBC 


continental bus operation are or- | Artists Service, did the selling for 


Rockwell-O’Keefe in northern Cali- | 
fornia. 





Breakdown of Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR computed ei en i 
| for the week from Monday through Sunday (May 2-8). 


Kay Kyser’s College of Musical ?” tiie two NBC links, CBS and Mutual from 8 a. m. to 1 a. m. 
Knowledge which idea he uses at sored programs. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. | 


have by | 


Grand total represents accumulated performances 
‘Commercials’ rejers to all types plugs on spon- | 


A Surprise Like ‘Trapeze, ‘Whiffenpoof 


——_____. 





One of those surprise infringement 
actions over a composition which the 
| publishing trade has come to treat 
as belonging in the public domain ig 














H A ' 
2 Quit Consolidated 
| 
| Paul Whiteman and Don Bestor 
| have served notice on Consolidated | 
|Radio Artists divesting themselves |in the offing, with the controversy 
of CRA management. | this time revolving around the folk. 
Bestor may return to Music Corp.| song, ‘Water Boy.’ English com- 
of America management. jposer, Avery Robinson, has been 
—— — |huddling with copyright counsel] 
during his current visit in New York 
W | with a view of bringing suit to affirm 
a | alm ame his rights to the number. Two other 
instances of recent years in which 
numbers were promiscuously pub- 
S " lished because of the impression 
ot 00 S of they were in the public doman un- 
p 9 j|til some one suddenly popped up 
| with proof of copyright ownership 
| were those of ‘The Man on the Fly- 
Goodman Socks ing Trapeze’ and ‘The Whiffenpoof 
Song.’ 
| Robinson's musical background has 
a been that of an amateur composer 
With Benny Goodman breaking sr loancctor yg nolo a Royal 
record via 3,600 attendance at Nutt- | that the w sill sae : . ain a Claims 
ings-on-Charles, Waltham, Mass., | Bo a Hy ae = Water 
| May 3, spot looms as one of ace spots rds : . popuar on te Se Tepe 
J Ss SI : Ice SI toires of concert baritones, are ex- 
{on Charlie Shribman circuit of 20) clusively his except a phrase or ty 
|danceries and hot spot of New Eng- | which he took fro a N nasties if v9 
land. Majority are located in N. E.| Robinson cove thot he pee aa 
| and spread thinly down to New Jer- | < yon ee Hes De SUuEned Over 
to pe acide \ Roce Asbury Park, | the composition for publication to 
N J] 9 an ’ | the London firm of Winthrop-Rogers, 
Goodman hit all time mark ml fey Reto eae | oe tp 
bend oe hee aan tae a Boston Music Co., as it now de- 
ago. Admish was and is $1.10 per | sh pe athe Rigccntssotg ce pilings 
head. Goodman broadcast his Camel | tempt * oy dang yt Me see linge Eo 
Spened “Mester Monday with ass| toes = this country. Robie 
Morgan and followed with Sammy pred nigel rte mel ™ oo ep 
| Kaye, then Goodman. Tommy Dor-|} jccyo ; , Pr po ey “= 
sey, May 10; Art Shaw-Red Norvo | stn ap Relea ona See 
; ages. 
borg: May 17; Jimmy Dorsey, 24; What he thinks caused the impres» 
eater came Gr ied lne Senge ne: tenn? 
ater Boy’ was a ic do- 
a — — pot ge pede | ward — ae, Pay Boston 
| Music i ae ying for a copy- 
Goodman session. turnaways at | right, had made some reference to 
| the publication involved being an ar- 
— |} rangement. Other publishers, figures 
| Robinson, took this reference as in- 
| dicating that the song was in the 
| public domain and put out their own 
arrangements, 


All-Negress Orchestra 
Chick Kardale, formerly with 


Grand Commer. | Lucky Millinder, putting together an 























crew is now filling a two-week | : Publisher. Source. Total, cials, Vocals. | 2!! femme colored crew. 
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English Copyright Claim on Water Boy 
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ASCAP’s Legal Score Blanked as Fed 
Court in Washington Refuses to Rule 


Counsel for the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 


ers yesterday (Tuesday) expressed 


himself as puzzled by the way 
the special statutory court in the 
Pacific northwest decided the in- 


junction proceedings which the So- 
ciety had brought against the State 
of Washington. A year after the 
jssue had been argued before them, 
this Federal appeals threesome held 





A Super-Plug 


‘Hollywood Hotel’ program 
(Campbell Soup) on CBS will 
plug the Berlin firm's tune, 
‘Music Maestro, Please,’ on four 
successive broadcasts. 

First three will disclose how 
a hit song is written, while the 
fourth show will play the num- 
ber in its entirety. 











last week that the case did not come 
within their jurisdiction because the 
amount cited in the petition wasn't 
$3,000. Louis Frohlich, of Frohlich & 
Schwartz, ASCAP general counsel, 
said yesterday that the matter would 
immediately be taken to the U. S. | 
Supreme Court. 

Though considered in legal circles 
as a ‘no decision,’ the memorandum 
handed down by the three northwest 
judges constitutes a break in the} 
line of litigatory success that ASCAP | 
has been experiencing during the} 
past year throughout the country. | 
Through the statutory court action | 





} 
ASCAP sought to have the Wash- | 
ington State anti-monopoly act, | 


aimed directly at the operations of | 
the Society, set aside as unconsti- 
tutional. Appeal against a similar 
Montana law was bound up with the 
argument made against the Wash- 
ington State statute, since one of the 





federal judges sat on both special | 
courts. 
Frohlich said that he figured that 


the Washington State issue pein 
come up through a writ of review 
before the U. S. Supreme Court in | 
the’ fall. 
Seattle, May 10. 
H. W. Hoagland, associated ASCAP | 
counsel, declared Monday (9) that 
the memorandum decision of the | 
special statutory court in the Wash- | 
ington State anti-monopoly case did | 
not in any way pass upon the con- 
stitutionality of the state act. 
Broadcasters who had been active 
in the passage of the statute in- 
volved figure that they are back | 
where they started. 


ORRIN TUCKER IN 
MASON CITY JINX DATE 


Mason City, Ia., May 10. 
Orrin Tucker orchestra playing the 
second name engagement of the sea- 
son at the Surf dancery at Clear 
Lake, ran into a gale of misfortune. 
First a rainstorm kept the attendance 
down to a gross which nearly touched 
$600, unusually low for a name crew. 
Then the storm hit the electric 
Power system, darkening the town 
and nullifying the amplifier system 
at the Surf. The Tucker tunesters 
banged away in the dark for three 
hours, playing partially under the 
dim light of candles and lanterns. 
Especially handicapped were the 
Bailey sisters and Bonnie Baker, | 
whose warbling could scarcely be | 
heard in the huge ballroom without | 
the aid of the mikes. When the lights | 
flashed on, and the amp was revived 
With juice, the entire crew played 
Overtime to appease the fans who at | 
the end gave the outfit a big hand | 
for its performance under the handi- | 
Cap. 
Ted Weems’ is booked for | 
May 17. | 








orch. 


SEZ THEY 


Marimba Music Will Replace Swing, 





Pur Guesses 

Hollywood, May 10. 
In the belief that true marimba 
Music, originating in southern Mexi- | 
CO, will become ithe successor to | 
Swing, Paramount will introduce it 
for the first time in this country in 

‘T Opical Holiday.’ 
This form of marimba harmony 1s 
Said to be played on native-made in- 


struments, difiering from the familiar 
Tand coming from northern Mexico. 


| Another Chance. 


; measures 
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|Constant Antagonism of | 
Broadcasters Puts ASCAP 
to Considerable Defensive 
Expense—No Opportunity 
to Open Up New Sources 
of Revenue That Might 


| 
! 
| 


| Ease Pressure on Radio 





| MUSIC ECONOMICS 


Officials of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers are keeping an alert eye on the 
present session of Congress for any 
|sudden introduction of new copyright 


|legislation. It is understood that 

Harold Adamson. Jimmy McHugh radio and other users are exerting 
and Robbins Music Corp. authors| Considerable pressure to have such 
and publisher of ‘Let's Give Love | Measures brought out before Con- 


film, ‘Hitting a New High,’ 
as co-defendants with RKO Radio 
Pictures in a copyright infringement 
suit by Billy Milan. Latter wants 
the usual injunction, accounting and 
damages, claiming that his lyrics, of 
a similarly titled song, which he al- 


legedly submitted to Robbins’ Chi- 
cago office in February, 1936, was 
thefted by the RKO filmusical ex- 
cerpt. 


Milan’s suit is in the Chicago fed- | 


eral court. 
Two waltzes are involved 
many claims against Leo Feist, 


in as 
Inc., 


|one by a Greek songwriter -publisher 


Hatziapostolon of 
composi- 


named Nicholas 
Athens, who authored the 


ition ‘Agapis Logia,’ which he alleges 


is infringed upon melodically by 


| Feist’s ‘The Waltz You Saved for Me.’ 


Russo, maestro of the 
Atlantic City, or- 
that four prime 
of his ‘Chiquita’ tango, 
copyrighted Dec. 20, 1935, being 
infringed upon by Feist’s “Ti-Pi-Tin,’ 


Pietro G. 
Hotel Shelburne, 
chestra, avers 


is 


current waltz hit by Maria Grever. | 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Charging copyright infringement, 
Adele Halpern has sued 20th-Fox for 





$300,000 damages in Federal Court. | 
Complaint alleges Miss Halpern’s | 


tune, ‘Back in Circulation,’ was lift- 
ed by the studio and used as ‘Were 
Back in Circulation Again’ in 


lion,’ 


Shep Fields Fulfills 
Pittsburgh Obligation 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Date Shep Fields had to cancel at 
Stanley, WB deluxer, April 1 because 
of an emergency operation for ap- 
pendicitis, will be filled instead May 
27. In past, Fields has played here on 
his own, but management shooting 
the works this time and has -booked 
in as additional acts Phil Regan and 
Dixie Dunbar-Tommy Wonder dance 
turn. 





Stanley gets Guy Lombardo Fri- | 


day (13) for an early return engage- 
ment, but week May 20 still open due 
to some mix-up about proposed Abe 
Lyman booking. Only things set so 
far for June are Benny Goodman's 
band and Cliff Edwards’ new act. 


Hal Kemp’s Commitments 


Hal Kemp is making his first re- 
cordings this week under his new 
RCA Victor contract. He was last 
with Brunswick, 

Kemp is playing college proms, 
dance dates and theatre prior to} 
coming into the Hotel Astor, New 
York. July 6 where he succeeds 


Rudy Vallee who inducts the Astor | 


Roofs policy for the ummel 
May 24 

Hoagy Carmichael i: Frank 
Loesser fashioning the tunes for 
Paramount's ‘Si. Louis Blues 


the | 
Sonja Henie starrer, ‘One in a Mil-| 


’ l orece adi P 
> from the Lily Pons | &ress acjourns, 
are joined | 


Spokesmen for the Society have 
| for the past several months been try- 
|} ing to show radio that, by maintain- 
ling an antagonistic course, it was 
doing anything but lightening its own 
burden when it came to music costs. 
Broadcasters have been told that if 


they were smart they would stop try- 


ing to interfere with the operations 
|of the performing rights society and 
instead ally themselves with copy- 
right owners in getting legislation 
passed that would open up new ave- 
nues of mechanical and performance 
rights income. As the field is broad- 


ened, the pressure, they have been 
assured, would be reduced on radio. 
| As things now stand on the law 


books, copyright owners are barred 
from getting into the coin-operated 
fields. ASCAP feels that broadecast- 


ers ought to work with it in repeal- 


ing the compulsory disc licensing 
provision of the copyright law and 
also the clause which exempts re- 


production devices from 
rights assessment. 

Can't Expand 
| By trying to handicap the Society 
radio has not only forced ASCAP to 
divert much of its income to legal 
and other expenses, but discouraged 
it from seeking to 


performing 


be necessary to look to broadcasting 
for more, if not as much, income. It 
has also been pointed out to broad- 
casting that in persisting to fight 
,ASCAP they are only roasting their 
/own goose as far as the creation of 
| material is concerned. If publishers 
zet reasonable return for 
| their wares from performing fields, 
| they won't take the risk of turning 
Out as many numbers, with the re- 


41) 


erst 
Lali, a 


(Continued on page 
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develop other | 
fields of revenue so that it would not | 
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Bregman-Cohn Con 
For Their Own Publishing Business; 


Status of Rocco Vocco Uncertain 


| 





Sheet Sales Off 


Pointed example of what can 
now be expected from the sheet 
music sales of a popular tune 
is the count on ‘Bei Mir Bist 
Du Schoen.’ With the returns 
from dealers now in, the net 
turnover on this song was under 
180.000 copies. 

‘Bei Mir’ rates most 
publicized song in recent years, 
getting for itself reams of news- 
paper and magazine space, plus 
a mass of program com- 
ment, 

(Hits in pre-radio days went 
to 600,000 copies and better.) 


asthe 


a 
« 


radio 











TWO ARRIVE FOR 
RIGHTS PROTEST 


| 


inue Groundwork 





the con 


te 


out 


of the 
Walter 
hospital, 
Cohn 
in 


Though 
ill 
| Douglas 
Jack Bregman 
jlast week 
their proposed purchase of the Don- 
aldson, Douglas & Gumble catalog by 
taking an option on Mose Gumble’s 
and Joe Santly’s stock in the firm. 
Bregman and Cohn, who recently 
gave up their executive posts in Leo 
Feist, Inc., are meanwhile al try- 
ing to work out a settlement arrange- 
ment with D, D & G’s creditor 
Whether Rocco Vocco, currently 
general professional mgr. of the 
Warner Bros. publishing group, will 
join Bregman and Cohn in their 
publishing venture still problem- 
atical. Vocco’s contract with War- 
ners expires this summer and it is 
understood that Frank Orsatti, Hol- 
lywood agent, has indicated an in- 
terest in financing the ‘enterprise 
if Rocco would agree to make his 
headquarters in the film colony and 
| assume the direction of Mack Gor- 
}don and Harry Revel’s musical af- 


ummation 
until 


the 


wait 
of 


Chester 


deal w have 
comes 
and 
further 


made progress 


sO 





Ss 


Leslie Boosey, president of the | fairs. 
| British Performing Rights Society, | Another firm that Bregman and 
‘arrived from London Monday (9) to Cohn have approached about a 
| s |catalog deal is the Joe Morris 


| hold a series of conferences with the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 


fore making a_ personal protest 
against the Esling bill, which has 
been passed by Canadian House of 
Commons. Alpi Jean Bernard, di- 
|rector general of the French Per- 
forming Rights Society, accompanied 
Boosey. 

It is Boosey’s 
before the Dominion’s Parliament in 


Ottawa to challenge the Esling 
amendment to the Canadian copy- 
|right law. Boosey will point out 
ithat foreign governments feel that 


the amendment, which seeks to limit 
| fees charged for public performances 
|for profit, violates Canada’s obliga- 
|tions under the Berne convention. 
Bernard will appear in support of 
Boosey’s contention. 

Boosey is head of the London pub- 
lishing firm oi Boosey-Hawkes, Ltd. 


FRANKLIN ADVISING 
Hollywood, May 10. 

Paramount has assigned Arthur 
Frankiin as musical adviser on ‘Ar- 
tists and Models Abroad.’ 

Boris Morros, studio’s musie de- 
| partment head, will handle the scor- 
| ing personally, 





ASCAP Advance Warnings to Pubs 


Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers isn’t taking 
fany chance on losing any of. its 
works to the public domain. Pub- 
lisher members are being furnished 
with lists of compositions whore re- 
newal of copyright are due to come 
up within the coming year. Service 
comes from ASCAP’s catalog depart- 
ment, with the information in the or- 
ganization’s files checked first avainst 
the records of the registrar cf copy- 
rights in Washington. 


American 


ted 


Keeping the publishers po 


expiring copyrights will be a regular 


on 


ASCAP function. It may als) pre- 
vent much of the bickering over re- 
newals that has marked music in- 
dustry relations during the ».ast sev- 
eral months. There have been in 
stances of a publisher not becoming 
aware of the imminent exp on of 
an o1 nal copyright until after an- 
other put er hed alreac epped 

» and tied ur the ¢ renewal 
rights 


On Expiration Dates of Copyrights 





‘Prager Appointed 


G. M. of Leo Feist 


While Jack Bregman is co-ordinat- 
| ing his new publishing venture, Ber- 


nie Prager succeeds him as general 
|manager of Leo Feist, Inc. Prager 
has been with the Metro-Rubbins- 
Feist organization for years as gen- 
jeral sales manager and holds the 
same amount of stock ; Pregman 
along with Stephen Leviiz. tle pro- 
duction manager. 

Lon Mooney, aide to Checiery Cohn. 
also resigned as Feist pvrofe ynal 
manager, becomes No. 1] exploiteer 
for the firm 

Beb Wright and Chet Forrest com- 
pleted oO for Metro's ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy.’ Ditties are ‘I've 
Got Music in My Heart’ and ‘I'm All 


pat Sea.’ 


|thors and Publishers and the Cana- | 
|dian Performing Rights Society be- | 


intention to appear | 


Music Co. Reaction of Morris and his 
partner-gen. mgr., Archie Fletcher, 
not encouraging. 

It is understood that Bregman and 
Cohn have got together with Edgar 
Leslie on a 25‘, settlement on 
monies due him from D, D & G, with 
the debt involving royalties and a 
loan made to the firm. Similar dick- 
ering is now going on with the Teller 
music printing outfit. 

Vocco will spend the next several 
weeks on tour through the middle 
west contacting band leaders and 
others on the exploitation of the 
scores of two forthcoming WB re- 
leases, ‘The Cowboy from Brooklyn’ 
and ‘Golddiggers in Paris.’ Vocco’s 
icontract with Warners provides for 
the payment to him of Ic. a copy on 
all sheet sales above the 100,000- 
|mark. E. H. (Buddy) Morris, head 
lof WB’s music publishing interests, 
said last week that the group would 
be glad to insert the same clause in 
any new contract that it signatures 
with Rocco, 

Once he disposes of his catalog 
Douglas, who was operated on a cou- 
|ple weeks ago for gallstones, will be 
jin line to become salaried head of the 
| Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion. Douglas preferred this berth 
| to one that had been offered him in 
| the American Society of Composers, 


| 
| 





Authors and Publishers. He was 
‘elected MPPA prez, but without 
alary, four weeks ago, Whether he 
jwill take over the trustee and 


jagency involving the licensing of 
|mechanical rights now held by Harry 
Fox, MPPA gen. mer., is entirely up 
,to Douglas himself. Among those 
| who have put themselves on record 
}as opposed to any such transfer of 
| trusteeship and declared themselves 
jas prepared to resign from the asso- 
|Ciation if they are overruled are Jack 
Robbins, Buddy Morris, Ralph Peer, 
|Sa > Fox and E. B. Marks. Salary 
jthat has been set for Douglas is 
' $20,000 a year. 
| NEES oe 
| 


MILLS WARNS REPUBLIC 
ON ‘STORMY WEATHER’ 


em 
Jack Mills has 
|tures on 
titling of a 
Weather.’ M 


put Republic Pic- 
notice at lis proposed 
production ‘Stormy 


IIs he that permis- 


+ 
OU 


sion to use the title must be ob- 

j tained from him ( t is closely 
associated in the public mind with a 
tune which his firm ¢ loited and 
made popular, 

Score of the Republic filn ques. 
tion is be published by Santly- 
Joy-Select, Inc. Peter Tinturin and 
iJack Lawrence are the writers. 
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On the Upbeat 








Earl Mellen from Pittsburgh opens; mally preemed tomorrow (Thurs- 
Saturday (14) for the summer at! day) although he actually started 
Cavalier Beach Club in Virginia| May 8. Novelty of the cuffo party 
Beach, Va. | will be Light's hosting of the music 

| pubs, 

Billy Catizone Three back into) ements 
William Penn hotel’s Continental! King’s Jesters, current at Carlton 
Bar, Pittsburgh, for third time, re-| hotel, Washington, D. C., come to| 


placing Three Guardsmen. | N. Y. May 9 for Decca discs, 





Tommy Tucker bringing hfs band 
east for dance engagements when he 
finishes up vaude tour with George 
Jessel after latter’s air program fades 


for the summer. 


Eden ballroom 
May 15. 


Chicago, starting 


| Al Jahns set for Riley’s Lakehouse, 
7 on 


: Saratoga, N. Y., opened May 
Jack Martin and his band from the exiting New Kenmore hotel Albany, 
Arizo1 a B t nore accompa vy M ar N. ¥. 
garet Sullavan lh hel song for 
Metro’s ‘Shopworn Angel | 


deca Rudy Bundy plays frat 
U. of Kentucky, May 
Follows with three days at Summit 
| Beach Park, Akron, O., starting May 


| 28. 
| 


Frank Trombar’s band renewed 
for 26 weeks at Los Angeles Biltmore 
Hotel, 


Louis Chicco and his Swinging 3 
1 ‘ . ; ed Lewis and his band follow Jan 
Strings recorded 12 transcriptions for | Ted s S) 


. : arber into Topsy’s Cafe in Los 
Standard Radio. freetcond June 22 siaiias 
le = ot | geles, June 22 


Raymond Scott and his quintet | . 
went on wax with ‘The Happy! Adrian Rollini trio opened at the 
Farmer’ and ‘Egyptian Barn Dance’) Piccadilly Circus Bar, N. Y., May 9. 
for Brunswick. é 
| 


a Count Basie will conduct an ama- 
teur contest at Apollo theatre, N. Y., 
May 12 to select femme vocalist for 
his band. Chick Webb used similar 
stunt. 


Don Bestor to Adolphus hotel, 
Dallas, starting May 31. Now one- 
nighting for CRA 


Earl Hines one-nite ballrooming 
the midwest. 


Vincent Pirro opens show at Ben 


Enoch Light’s debut at the Hotel; Marden’s Riviera, Englewood, N. J., 
Taft, N. Y., succeeding the long in-| May 19. Jack Lavin handling 


cumbent George Hall, will be for- - 
TERRIFIC 


2 HITS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
Sammy Kaye will from 


& 
AT YOUR Brunswick to Victor when his ticket 
BECKANDCALL|" 


e Mart Kenney opens 
RAY NOBLE’S 


York, Toronto, May 28 
LATEST BALLAD 








Skinnay Ennis will make records 
for Victor with his new orchestra, 


Hal Kemp records three discs for 
Victor this week and bagged the 
Preakness Ball, Baltimore for May 14. 





switch 


in the Royal 
Left Hotel 
Vancouver April 30 to play one 
nighters en route east 


return to 


30ston, for the 


Clubmen Normandie 
Ballroom, fourth 
ticket within a year, Sunday (8), 


Gene Beecher into Onondago ho- 


. 
; tel, Syracuse, N. Y., June 1 for 
| MCA, 


ABC Music Corporation 


799 Seventh Ave., N. Y. <. | 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mgr. 


“hotel roof, N. Y., May 3l. 

Jack Marshard opens Penn Roof, 
Pittsburgh, May 27. 
| Richard Himber set for 
‘House, N. Y., starting May 27, 





Essex 














er 





RUOLLETAL 


ALWAYS FOLLOW A LUCKY STREAK! 
New Hits from the HOUSE OF HITS 


eo 2. £- 2.2 eg 


You'll Be Reminded Of Me 


By George Jessel-Jack Meskill and Ted Shapiro 
FROM THE RKO-RADIO Picture 
“VIVACIOUS LADY,” starring Ginger Rogers 


- s . ca * 7 . 




















Nick Kenny’s “Overnight Smash” 


Cathedral in The Pines 


* _ . % * * 4 


In Preparation 


The Dynamic Lyric Ballad 


Music, Maestro, Please 


By MAGIDSON and WRUBEL 


¥ » ° s s es s 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 














IRVING BERLIN, tnc., 799-Seventh Ave. N_Y. 


Lew Diamond plays a week at New | 


lance at 


21, for CRA. | 


| HADN'T ANY | <2, oo,.0 2 
the 


Kay Kyser opens at Pennsylvania | 











. Exploitation Pur 





For opening of Chick Webb 
|} at RKO theatre, Boston, May 5, 
band publicist Al Wilde cashed 
| in on leader’s given name by 
| flooding town with live chicks. 
Wilde sent to 75 newspaper 
| people around town. Remainder 
of 300 were released on Boston 
Common with pedestrians chas- 
ing ’em on May 4, day preceding 
| opening. Gathered in plenty of 
newspaper space for band, 











COIN MACHINE 


Chicago, May 10. 
| Some 400 automatic phonograph 
| owners have organized themselves as 
the Illinois Automatic Music Ma- 
chine Operators Association, with the 
purpose of protecting their welfare 
and their industry. 

Understood that primary reason | 
for the immediate organization is to 


meet as a unit the unionized de-| 
mands of the service men which | 
have been taken into the Interna-| 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 

Workers. 


With the IBEW operating as the 
collective bargaining agency for the 
service men, the operators look to 
| the association to act as their collec- 
|tive bargainer. Basis of immediate 
round-table discussion on service 
men in the IBEW demand for an 
upped salary, asking for an increase | 
i from the present $35 genegal weekly 
wage to a set $40 salary, This is in 
addition to regular 20 commission 
| which service men get on machine | 
| grosses over weekly receipts $4, $7 
land $10, depending on the size and 
style of the machine 





BUFFALO BAND'S 1ST 
_ REAL TOUR IN 10 YRS. 


May 10. 

Harold Austin’s orchestra, which 
has remoted from the Deilwood ball- 
room over WGR for 10 winter sea- 
sons, is going on its first major road 
tour this summer Itinerary opens 
May 27 with four days at Olcott 
Beach, N. Y. June 4 to 17 band will 
be at Chippewa Lake, Cleveland; 
18, 19 at Geneva-on-the-Lake, N. Y.; 
June 25 to July 2 at Euclid Beach, 
O.; July 4 to 17 in Washington, D.C.; 
July 19-30 in Pittsburgh, and Aug. 
1-25, Louisville, Ky 

Oddly enough, although this is 
Austin’s first major swing through 
eastern cities, members of his or- 
chestra have constantly been gradu- 
ated to top flight bands. Former 
Austinites now play with Isham 
Jones, Dick Stabile, Woody Her- 
man, Benny Meroff and Red Norvo. 
Danny Gool, arranger on ‘Your Hit 
Parade’ started in similar capacity 
for Austin. 


3uffalo, 





OPS ORGANIZING: 


| Paola Citorello and originally 


—=—= 


Inside Stuff—Music 


| 
| 
| Loew-Metro-Robbins executives first learned of Jack Bregman’s 


ination as v.p. and g.m, of Feist, Inc, through the Vaariery sto; 





2 
resige 





s ] ‘ 

Wednesday. — 
With Bregman’s resignation, Jack Robbins who had divested himself of 

| board meetings, when headquartered in Hollywood, will resume these posts 
(on the ASCAP and MPPA boards, Bregman heretofore held these posts. 


| New elections, incidentally, must appoint a successor to Bobby Crawford 
|who has been out of Crawford Music Corp, for some time, now a Holiy. 
| wood agent. A couple of days prior to Bregman’s quitting notice, Metro. 
| Robbins had heard of this intention and had already notified ASC AP 
through counsel, that Jack Robbins would assume the board posts : 


Musie Corp. of America is demanding a minimum of $300 n 
one-niters for newcomer Gene Krupa and everything up to $609 ( 


ire) from promoters and operators. Buyers are burned at ter b on 
able to do much about it. It’s possible that they are making sligh D- 
tions in special cases but general rule stands for most. ; 
Regarded as big coin for a newcomer. Promoters point to Bunny Beri. 
gan, Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman who were bought for $799 


weekly and very often for $250 nightly in the beginning 


Jack Mills is changing the title and lyrics of his ‘Doing the Conga’ ag 
the result of a letter received from E. B. Marks in which the latter 


yUD- 
lisher claims that he used the word ‘Conga’ in a tune he venvelatied = 
1936. Marks’ publication was by Eliseo Grenet and carried the title 
‘Havana’s Calling Me,’ with ‘La Conga’ as the sub-caption. Similar notice 
was addressed by Marks to the Southern Music Co., which has already 
released a composition tagged ‘La Conga.’ 


Decca has already sold 20.000 conies of its recording of ‘Oh! Ma-Ma! (Tha 
Butcher Boy).’ Although Rudy Vallee did the English adaptation of the 
lyrics, he didn’t get around to doing the number for RCA Victor until afte; 


was written by 


Decca had put it out with Dick Robertson. Song’s melody 
titled ‘Luna Mezzo Mare’ (Moon in the 
Middle of the Sea’). 

John Hoysradt, Yale ’26, who opens at the Rainbow Room, Ne 
had for his classmates Rudy Vallee, Ben Cutler, Lanny Ross and Henry 


YOrR, 


Potter, all prominent in show biz. Cutler just opened at the adjacent’ 
Rainbow Grill (informal room) with his own band. Hoysradt is a mimic 
who, before going show biz, was instructor in history at Hotchkiss, Groton 


and Yale. 





WE PUBLISH 


Rudy Vallee’s Sensational Novelty 


“OH MA-MA’”’ 


(THE BUTCHER BOY) 


— Anda 


Carmen Lombardo’s Waltz Hit 


“1 LOVE YO 
WITH ALL MY 
HEART” 





13-Year-Old Singer | 
With St. L. Swingers: 


St. Louis, May 10. 
Bert Igou, program director and 
talent scout at KWK, spent several 
weeks visiting niteries and other en- 
tertainment spots locally and in adja- 
cent towns in search of a warbler for 
Al Sarli’s orch. on its numerous out- 
of-town engagements. Finally he was 
tipped off by his mother that Betty 
Barrett, 13, who lives next door to 
the Igou home, was pretiy good. 
She was auditioned, clicked, and is 
now a regular member of Sarli’s 
outfit, doing swing stuff. 


Rico Marcelli’s Group 


Rico Marcelli, former concert con- 
| ductor, has formed an 18-piece swing 
crew which he auditioned for Rock- 
well O’Keefe last week 

Marcelli auditions for MCA lat- 
ter part this week 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN, INC. & CO. 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN, Pres. 
RKO Bldg. 50th St. and 6th Ave., New York. Jonie Taps, Gen. Mgr. 














Detroit Bookings 
Detroit, May 10. 

Henry Busse bard set to open 
Eastwogd Gardens on May 27, with 
|airings over station WWJ. Glen 
| Gray’s ork due in July 8 for week's 
| Stay. 
| Ted Weems set to open 
!'Symph gardens on 
| Eastwood thie 
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DANSAPATION—MUSIC 











15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 





+At a Perfume Counter 
*Old Apple Tree 
* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending May 7, 1938) 


ove Walked In ccccccsccccsccccccnes TTC eee Chappell 
Tj-Pi-Tin .....- ACE oe Ee oe ere Py eee ...Feist 
Please Be Kind ..ncccccccccsccccces Sacenenes kaceeae Harms 
Oe ee CO) WIEEE fc scdeescvecnevic a ee eee Robbins 
*Heigh-HoO .....++- “very Tee Tee ree oe ss 5 eRe pees Berlin 
Se, MG GED Shs 0edeccesscccdccccccceceecsces .++-Shapiro 
*Good Night, Angel ........... Sates bakes cab aeaen ses Berlin 
*My Heart Is Taking Lessons.............e.ee0e000+- Select 
Weert CH OTIIGTICOL BIG ccccc ess cccccccccadecseeds Select 
ie, IEEE GG 2650 404 bbb 00554 60 he eeusecee bees Robbins 
sete Ee DOMED SIOMOUO. 6i6dcs cies cccccsccasseoeess JIman 
War ese. Tie TH SIOVO BOO? ca vcniccscccvcvcercese . Famous 
WNIAET WEEE «HOU. WOTK 6c ccccccccccccsccéevccesvs Berlin 


eer ereeeeerereeee 


The others 


Donaldson 

»»» Witmark 

t Indicates stage production song. 
are pops. 
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SPITALNY, INC. 
HAS NOVEL 
SETUP 


Phil Spitalny is among the bands | 
incorporated as a business with stock 


jssued and a regular corporation 
treasury. In Spitalny’s case, because 
of the all-feminine membership, 


there are several unusual angles. 

All girls hold shares in the band. 
These vary according to seniority and 
other considerations. But, as a pen- 
alty against raiding by other organ- 
izations, the stock also has provisos. 
Girls leaving to join others in show 
biz or radio forfeit their shares. 

But if leaving for matrimony or 
retiring from biz the stock is bought | 
in and any accumulated dividends 
paid off. Spitalny has lost only five | 
members in four years. 

Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
was the only popular music aggrega- | 
tion to get the annual nod for merit 
from the clubwomen of the U. S. A. | 
as per their Women’s National Radio 
Committee. Award was made at the 
luncheon last Wednesday (4) at the 
St. Regis hotel, N. Y. 








SEPIA SYMPH BY BILL | 
STILL AT H’WOOD BOWL? | 


Hollywood, May 10. 

William Grant Still’s ‘Lenox Av- 
enue,” which has been done twice 
here, once with Clarence Muse read- 
ing the story and last week with 
Norma Gould dancing it as a ballet 
supplemented by the Hall Johnsen 
choir, is now being considered for 
production in the Hollywood Bow] 
this summer. 

Bowl] normally holds pretty close 
fo classic routines but sepia 
phony is considered serious enough 
to be worth a trial if the production 
Vajues of the ballet can be stepped 
up, which Still’s backers believe 1 
an, 


sym- 


Leibert at Village Barn 

Richard Leibert, organist at Radio 
City Music Hall, started doubling 
into the Village Barn, N. Y.. this 
week, as a maestro of his own dance 
band, 

Leibert continues at the console of 
the M.H., commuting between Green- 
Wich Village and Radio City to make | 
his schedule. He succeeds Johnny | 
Johnson's combo, 


| ASCAP Radio | 














(Continued from page 39) 
tlt that broadcasting will in time | 
Sart complaining about the lack of | 
new worthy musical material, a 
Plaint which is actually now going 
the rounds of the phonograph record 
Manufacturers. 

_ASCAP holds that if the music in- 
Sustry is to survive on its present 
Stale its money must derive almost 
Completely from performances. Users 
for profit must make it possible for 
publishers to take a chance on things 
that won't sell sheet copies in re- 


Munerative quantities. Because this 
sheet musie field has become of small 
port. writers must also have the 
Mcentive again stemming from 
Performing rights. If they are to 
Create material that is only going to 


b ‘ 
€ performed, the writers must be 
fonvinced that it will be profiteble 
sGFr i}, ° 
* tem to go on writing 


Maestro Stricken in Pit 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Eddie Russell, wander of pit band 


at the Allegheny theatre here. was 


stricken with a heart attack while on 


the podium during Friday afternoon’s 


matinee, Excitement in the 


caused a few minutes’ delay in the 


show, took over, 


until first fiddler 
Russell] 

factorily, 

him, 


is 


now recuperating 


Joe Milikopf subbing fo1 


house 


satis- 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


FOLDS, CANCELS BANDS 


NIXON GRAND, PITT, 


Engagement of Fats Waller, Noble 
Sissle and Louis Armstrong at the 


Nixon Grand 


theatre, 


| have been cancelled with folding of 


| house this week. 
| weeks, 


aggravated by local union | 

| trouble, management decided to 
| shutter. 

Last band, Jimmy Lunceford, to 


} 


After several bad 


play house, April 26-28, was forced 


to take over the boxoffice for three 


days to get coin. 

Harold Oxley, Lunceford’s man- 
ager, parked in the wicket and 
stagehands, lights Federal taxes 
etc., were paid by Oxley from the 
take He took a note for $1,060 
against the rest due band 


Stand-In Thumbnail 
Appearance 
Sultarist, 


of Vincent Gomez 
on Benny Goodman pro- 
gram, April 26 made possible by use 
of a phoney thumb nail 

Strummer had broken his own spe- 
cially tended talons and would have 
been forced to cancel 
but for applied digit tip. 


engagement 


Louis Prima’s elder brother. Leon. 
working a la his swingo frere, will 


probably succeed Joe Marsala at the 


‘Hickory House, N. Y., next month, 


Pittsburgh, | 


| Ssquawks 


/ March date of Fletcher 
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Vancouver Dance Promoters See 








— 
- 


Trade Cross American Border 


For Names Banned from Canada 


Vancouver, B. C., May 10. 
Flashy exploitation 
this city for the appearance of Roger 
Wash., 


promotet 5’ 


campaign in 


Pryor’s band in Bellingham, 


intensified local 


has 


over Inability to 


American 


Columbia. 


import 


name bands into British 


American village ly 


Ol 


50 miles from Vancouver and has no 


in drawing the local dance 
crowd across the borde: 
are offered 

Canadian immigration officials here 
refuse entry to outside orchestras on 
the basis of an 


cured in Oitawa by Vancouver Local 


trouble 
when name 


order-in-council se- 


145, A. F. of M. Argument advanced 
by the union is that Canadian labor 
is protected by the ban, but pro- 
moters point out that the border- 
town set-up draws so much cash to 


American coffers that Canuck wage- 


earners aré€ exploited rathe! 
protected 
Henderson 


started the grumb! 
with of 


in Bellingham 
‘this spring, 


ing 


plenty added 


,; rumbling when Eddie Duchin plaved 
to turn-away business on April 6. 
After the Duchin date all Vancouver 
dailies 


carried long social stories 
with lists of those attending, one 
paper placing the number at 2.000, 


With 80% of the gate drawn frem 
this city, over-the-line managers 
the here he: ‘ 
Many questions are being asked in 
official spots, but it is 
if the union’s attitude can 
be changed, as even the Exhil 
Association, with strong politica 

lost its fight to 
nd last fa!l 


are 


papering sireets vVily. 
considered 
doi biful 
lien 
| af- 
hilauons, imperl a 


name ba 


Stabile In Cattle Barn 
Columbus, Mav 10 
Hot Shots have been udad- 
ed to the Variety Club’s Barn Dance 
tonight at Cattle Barn on Ohio State 
Fair Grounds. Show is built around 
Dick Stabile’s tra 
Proceeds will be used to pure) 
truck 
be 


Hoosier 


orche 
ase 
with portable projection room 
to sent to 


etc, 


schools, orphanages, 
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SANTLY BROS.-JOY, Inc., and SELECT MUSIC PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


Have Consolidated and Are Now Operating Under the Firm Name of 


SANTLY-JOY- SELECT, INC. 











| 


And Present the Following Song Hits by JOHN BURKE and JAMES V. MONACO 


BING 


from 


CROSBY'S 


Paramount 


‘““DR 


Picture, 


. RHYTHM’? 


ON THE SENTIMENTAL SIDE 
MY HEART IS TAKING LESSONS 
THIS IS MY NIGHT TO DREAM 


From Republie’s Picture, “Under Western Stars,” Starring ROY ROGERS, the 
New Sensational Song Introduced by HORACE HEIDT and His BRIGADIERS 


DUST 


By GENE AUTRY and JOHNNY MARVIN 








A Sparkling New Novelty Song Introduced by GUY LOMBARDO 


SO YOU LEFT ME FOR THE LEADER OF A SWING BAND 


By Archie Gottler and Harry Kogen—Orchestrations, Special and Double Versions All Ready 





PINKY 


TOMLIN’S LATEST 


LOST AND FOUND 











In Preparation: BING CROSBY'S New Paramount Picture, “SING YOU SINNERS,” 
With a GRAND SCORE by JOHN BURKE and JAMES V. MONACO 











LFSTER SANTLY, President 


BOSTON @ 


1619 Broadway 


Chicago: Woods Theatre Bldg. 


PHILADELPHIA 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, Inc. 


LARRY CROSBY, 


Vice-President 


a New York 


Hollywood: 1509 No. Vine St. 


DETROIT 


GEORGE 


CLEVELAND 


JOY, 


Treasurer 
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Chicago Agents, Acts Wage War 


VAUDE-NITE CLUBS 


Wednesday, May 11, 1938 

















|e 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





am * — cs —| 
On Indie Ni ht (’ ub Boo il S Rae Samuels was topper at the 
N. Y. Palace and not handicapped | 


Chicago, May 10 

Unfavorable conditions in the 
lower nitery and cafe field has 
agents and performers seeking some 
remedy for a situation which is 
rapidly becoming intolerable, Agents 
are worried over a trend towards in- 
Jependent booking by the 


cafes whose 


cheaper 
operators negotiate 
lirectly with the 


‘ 4} , ‘ 
tne agents out in the cold en 


performers, leaving 


ven after the agent has 
original contact work Performers 


over the absence 


and j the cafe cancels an ict attel 


a day or two, despite an oral agree- 
ment for 
only one the act can turn to is the 
agent 
[n an 
s59me ol 


two weeks, or longer, the 


attempt to straighten out 
these difficulties, a number 
have 
Theatrica 


which has as 


yf the nitery agents recent! 


organized the Illinois 
Agents Brotherhood 
its members those agents 
cialize in booking 
lounges and cafes. Biggies aren’t rep- 
resented in the organization at this 
time 

Assn. is seeking to 
Ralph Whitehead, 
American Federation of Actors, in 
order to obtain the cooperation of 
the AFA in eradicating a number of 
the practices which are generally ad- 
mitted to be inimical to the welfare 


who spe 


taverns, cocktail 


confab with 
president of the 


of agents and actors in the nitery 
field. 

There’s been a spread of both 
indie booking and lack of contract 


guarantee throughout the territory 
during the past few months. 30th 
acts and agents are up a tree as to 
the canceling situation, with the 
performers or agents seeing no im- 
mediate way to put through a play- 
or-pay contract with these fly-by- 
night niteries, unless these in show 
biz can get together in a general 
decision to work only when a nitery 
signatures a_ stipulated  playing- 
time contract. 


International Casino’s 
Four Press Agents 
high in tnitery pressagentry 
foes to che International Casino with 
four publicists grinding out grist for 
the Broadway spot and its personnel. 
Karl Bernstein is the regular p.a.; 
George D. Lottman is personal p.a. 
to receiver Robert K. Christenberry, 
and has since taken on Jack Tirman 
who handles George Hale, dance di- 
rector, and the laitest is Irving Hoff- 


New 
i Wy 


man, column crasher. All peddle 
nitery along with their other ac- 
counts, 





RAEBURN’S CHI VAUDE 
Chicago, May 10. 
Boyd Raeburn’s orchestra has been 
set to headline show in the State- 
Lake May 20 for one week, 
ing house band for that session. 
Raeburn now completing 
week run in the Congress Casino. 


replac- 
I 





+—_—— — 
'Mercur Bros. to Dupe 
Bill’s Gay 90’s in Pitt 

Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Lew Mercur, operator of Harlem 
Casino, which is down for the sum- 
mer, is joining his brother, Al Mer- 
cur, at Hickey Park Tavern, on out- 
kirts of town, for duplicate of Bill 
Hardy’s Gay Nineties Club, N. Y. 
Casino recently had its booze license 
suspended for 90 days but took al- 
ternative of paying $10 a day 
keep 


fine, 
$900 in all, in order to going 

n f he most of the winter 
is been called the Nut Club, 


pat- 
terned after other cafes similarly 
labeled, but with arrival of warm 
weather will switch policy. The 


Mercurs are leaving for New York 


shortly to line up talent. 


‘Open Door’ Policy. 
Seen as EMA Need 
For More Act Jobs 


Entertainment Managers Assn, in 
New York has not yet reached de- 
cision on modus operandi for its 
preferential booking arrangement 
with standard club acts. 
is still studying workability and pos- 
sibilities of law infraction on trade 
restraint angle. Would go into ef- 
fect with new fall season if adopted 
as means of axing chiselers., 

In order to make deal more at- 
tractive to acts it would be neces- 
sary for EMA to open doors to more 
managers and bookers. 


then be assured of more work, al- 


though EMA controls best and most! 


work around N, Y. 
However, any two-way working 
agreement between acts and man- 
agers would require better guaran- 
tees for acts working for managers 
not in the association. 

EMA reports that since idea was 
first aired and agent organizing has 
irisen, they’ve been flooded with ap- 
plications from outside managers. 
Already five have been accepted 
while board is considering others. 
Artist Bureau of WOR is already in 
ind it’s hoped that WHN and WMCA 
vill also align. 

Club acts will 
EMA as soon as mountain season 
starts and acts are more free to 
dicker. Since club season lets off 
for summer there’s no rush, but mat- 
ters will be straightened out for the 
fall, it’s hoped. 


‘Kaye, Shutta and May 
|  Skedded for N. Y. Par 


of club area. 





Sammy Kaye's orchestra, Ethel | 250,000 rebate cards weekly for ‘Lady | 


Shutta and Bobby May are sched- 
'uled for 
June 1. 
t's first appearance in N. Y. for 
| Kaye and the first in three and a 


the Paramount, N. Y., 


nine-, half years for Miss Shutta. May was | 


‘at the former French Casinv, N. Y. 
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Bryant 


‘the, THEATRE of the STARS 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 
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GENERAL 


SIDNEY H 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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Committee | 


Acts would | 


get together with 


| by the fact she went on at 10:55. Bill | 
;Robinson right alongside when _ it 
|came to the hand pats. His stairway 
dancing was what clinched it. } 


Flo Lewis was topping at the Riv- 
erside with a special drop, plenty of 
new costumes, but some pretty weak 
Only was her closing 


songs. click 


number, a flapper ditty right down 
her groove 

Van and Schenck doubled between 
the Palace and Rive le, Hit both 
places 

Balaban & Kat 1 irst ef- 
fort to sew » Chicago theat took 
21 licking They learned by ex- 


perience 


Jerome Beatty out of 


| Went to the Hays office 


Paramount. 


American Society of 
Authors and Publishers, dickering 
|with Theatre Owners. Big idea was 
to have the theatre men pay the seat 
tax, but to rebate 25 of collections 
to the theatre men’s legal fund. 


Composers, 


Harry Richman through with Mae 
West and fered with Peggy 
Hopkins in a singing turn. Price was 
itoo high for the summer season, 


being 


Roxy LaRocca set out to beat the 
| harp-playing record by 
|plucking the strings continuously for 
24 hours. Had to quit after slightly 


endurance 


imore than 10 hours: for want of |} 
!nourishment. Previous record had | 
been 5 hours, 55 minutes. Worked | 


in the window 


shop. 


of a B’way clothing | 


America about to 
open its studio atop the Aeolian 
building, N. Y. Used the WJZ call 
letters, planning to drop the Newark 
station. Used 455 for classical pro- | 
|grams and 405 for pops, broadcast- 
ing simultaneously. 


} 
| 


| Radio Corp. of 


Picture house presentations s0 
general it was hurting the supply of 
acts for vaude houses in the midwest. 


Solly Fields planned a burlesque 
show for the Irving Place. Had been 
levoted mostly to German produc- 
tions. 
| 


Boardwalk at Coney Island opened 


and credited with bringing early 
business to the resort, 
ennacian | 

The Caterpillar, newest ride at 


| Coney drew such a crowd the cops 
| threatened to throw it off the board- 
walk, 

| N. Y. shows at the tag end of the | 
‘season two-for-one’ing. Tops was | 


) in Ermine.’ 


i 


Morton Downey to Open 


i 


| Morton Downey starts an indefi- 


nite stay at the Chez Paree, Chi- 
| cago, Friday (13). 
Run depends on what happens 


with pending radio deals. 


| 
| 


Richard Arlen Offered 


| As PA, Single in East 


Richard Arlen, film actor, being 
offered to eastern vaude by Charley 
Allen, 

No figures being quoted on the 
filmite, who will do a single, 


| ‘Opera-Vode’ 


Los Angeles, May 10. 

Opera-vode, a new type of stage 
entertainment, has been devised by 
30b Nelson, formerly of vaude. It 
comprises a two and a half-hour 
|show made up of opera, concert 
turns and vaude 

Deals ar2 pending for a tryout of 
| the new idea on the Coast. 


Britton’s S. A. Date 


On arrival in Rio de Janeiro in 


about three weeks Hal Sands will 
start negotiating for Milt Britton’s 
band to appear in Buenos Aires. 


Sands going down as producer-book- 
;er of Rio’s Casino de Urea. Band 
was in Rio last year, but has never 
been to BL A 

Would sail July for a 
minimuf of 1) weeks on combo the- 
atre-nitery stay 


sarly in 


|planted on 


|get much chance, 
jing, after the 
| good introduction at opening, there's 


lthe time to 


| beaten by a score of 11-9, 


|He is a colorful 


At Chez, Chi; Radio Deals 


| ties the lad gets off. 
| 


NEW 





HAPPY FELTON ORCH., (13) 


With Sammy Sanders, Three Reasons 
(Mary Walsh, Jane Bryant, Fay 
Vermillon) 

20 Mins.; Band Setting 

State, N. Y. 

Felton has been around a long 
time, but at present seems to be 
closer to snuggling into a loftier 
niche of recognition than ever be- 
fore. Big boon has been the net- 


work buildup from niteries at which 
Felton’s appeared. He's not new to 
vaude, either, having already played 
Philly and Baltimore 

Orch’s act is good on its Broad- 


| great in tails and his mat 
'punch and is 


way bow-on. It has an oke, if un- 
distinguished style (composite of 
many ), Felton, however, wisely | 
realizes that his act must entertain 
visually, and consequently puts on a 
fast, bright show 

Leader has wealth of personality. 


Rotund, jolly-faced fellow, Felton 
as an oke voice for novelties and 
a whale of song-selling ability. He 
iffects a hi-hat and handle-cane and 
sees that the pace never flags. 
Girl trio, billed Three Reasons, 
orch platform 


just fairish on ‘Danilo’ and the old 


version of ‘Loch Lomond.’ (Felton 
contrasts latter, doing new swing 
scoring). Boy vocalist, Sammy San- 
ders, could have had more than 
‘Butcher Boy.’ Felton’s other con- 
tributions were ‘Alleghany Ai, 


which he has been doing extensively 
in niteries, and ‘Your Land and 
Mine.’ Latter is the flag-waving 


and are | 


‘peace’ plea which Eddie Cantor in- | 


troduced recently on the air, and 
Felton uses it to all right effect as a 
closer. 

For vaude, 20 minutes is just right 
for the act. And if the orch doesn’t 
save background- 
extremely novel and 
at least enough going on in front all 
keep the customers 
happy and oblivious Bert. 


KEN DAVIDSON and DON 

VAUGHN 
Badminton 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Ken Davidson is an English bad- 
minton champ who a couple of years 
ago appeared with a femme partner, 
Thelma Kingsbury, at the Rainbow 


|Room, N. Y., and also at this house. 


He’s now drawn a male partner and 


is dishing out the same brand of 
stuff. While the game should be 


somewhat more familiar to U. S. au- 
diences (several other acts have pre- 
sented it and the sport is now being 
played a bit in this country), it still 
packs a wallop as a stage novelty. 
Game is fast, spectacular and re- 
quires great skill. 

On show caught (6) Davidson was 
but looked 
as if he could have won almost any 
time he chose. He’s a more brilliant 


|player than Vaughn,. who is appar- 
ently more determined and business- | 


like. Davidson, on the other hand, | 
frequently clowns, fools, tries (and 
brings off) miraculous trick shots 


and is generally the flash of the act. 
showman with a 
pleasant personality. 

One thing is radically wrong with 
the act at present. That is the meth- 
od of the gent who serves as m.c., 
commentator, score-keeper, etc. Al- 
though the audience can clearly see 
the entire play, he describes the ac- 
tion into a loud speaker as if the 
match were being broadcast. It only 
annoys the audience and becomes 
even more ludicrous by the banali- 


Apparently the Davidson-Vaughn 
;combo is a new one. It already has 
\the stuff and should develop into a 
sock act. Hobe. 


| 

| BOB NELLER 

| Ventriloquist 

| 10 Mins. 

| Stanley, Pitts. 


| back to the top again on the Bergen 
| wave. Neller calls his dummy Dizzy 
| Dugan, and the little mugg is almost 
| human-looking. with eyes that roll, 

eyebrows that lift and a cute twinkle 
|to his red-headed countenance. 
| Obviously without trying to imitate 


'and clowns with a 


One of the best of the boys riding | 


—————. 
Bergen, Neller makes his x oder 
stooge sound almost exactly like 
Charlie McCarthy but that’s of smaij 
consequence. 

Turn is high-class, Neller looks 


erial has a 


well delivered, His 


Dizzy, like Bergen’s Charlie, js a 
saucy lnp who's always coming 
through with the topper. Nelle: 


duets with Dizzy about how tough it 
is for a voice-thrower to sound his 
‘p’s’ and then has the dummy kick. 
ing like blazes because he’s made to 
rattle off ‘Peter Piper ate a peck of 
pickled peppers.’ Here with Wayne 
King’s band, for a finish he has Kine 
going through the motions with his 
mouth and Dizzy doing the sin 


inte Ot : ; ; ing 

for him with a swish falsetto. Good 

for flock of laughs. In fact, act right 

through is a succession of gieslas 

and solid show-stopper at Stan] 4 . 
{ hen, 


PAT DENNING and BETTY R AYE 
Comedy, Dancing 

9 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Act is not in the files, but looks 
like it’s been around. Likely both 
have been trouping for years, but 
recently teamed 

Standard stuff and fairly 
of its kind, but not inclined to set 
the house afire Fact that the type 

so familiar limits the appeal. It’s 
the kind of act that was nevitable 


§IMuUsine 
musing 


on every vaude bill in the palmy 
days. y : 

Denning is the bulwark of the 
turn. He’s a homely gent who sports 


outlandish duds and 
haircut on his almost completely 
baldpate. Offers slapstick, standard 
patter, a couple of terrif handstands 
mandolin, while 
Miss Raye straights She presently 
sheds her gown and does a s0-so 
fast tap in a brief outfit that’s rather 
striking. In fact, all three of the 
costumes she wears are well chosen, 
Denning burlesques some bow and 
arrow marksmanship and winds up 
with a fair softshoe bit Hobe. 


MARY McCORMIC MEETS 
PROCESS SERVER IN N. Y. 


After sidestepping a New York 
visit for some years, Mary McCormic 
was nabbed last week at her Hotel 
Madison suite and served with a 
body attachment for $369.42 for 
costs, arising from an unfulfilled en- 
gagement at the Hollywood Country 
Club, Hollywood, Fla. Collett D. 
Huff sued the former Chicago Opera 
diva when she suddenly sailed for 
London instead of coming to Florida, 
and he was forced to hastily substi- 
tute Sophie Tucker 

Odd part to the N. Y. sheriff's call 
on the songstress last week was that 
she was supposedly in town on the 
q.t., but when he got there he found 
her suite full of newspaper photog- 
raphers. 
| Coincidental with the body attach- 
ment service, Julian T. Abeles, at- 
torney for Huff, served her with ane 
other suit for $2,000 damages on 
| alleged breach of contract. 


affects a goofy 


L. A.’s Ice Follies 


Los Angeles, May 18. 

‘Ice Follies of 1938’ will open at 
the Polar Palace next Saturday (14) 
with a cast of 59, including Bess 
Ehrhardt, Roy Shivstead, Eddie Ship- 
stead and Oscar Johnson 

Show’s produced by 
Mahlke. 


Edward A. 


Maxine’s Pic Swinger 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Maxine Sullivan, colored swings 
ster, is set for a role in Paramounts 
| ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 
She is now at Club Selznick. 


—eD 








1270 Sixth Avenue 


Managing Director: 
Associate: 


TOM MIX .- 
STAR DOUBLES .- 
ADRIENNE DANCERS - 
JOSE and PATRICA .- 





French American Productions 


INCORPORATED 


Rockefeller Center—RKO Building 


OFFICES IN LONDON AND PARIS 


GUY MARTIN 


WE ARE INTERESTED IN ALL OUTSTANDING AMERICAN 
ACTS FOR EUROPEAN BOOKINGS PROVIDED ARTISTS 
HAVE NO TIE-UPS WITH OTHER EUROPEAN AGENCIES 


We Recently Booked for Europs 
BERT WHEELER - 
BERRY BROTHERS - 
HARRIS, CLAIRE 
GILBERT BROTHERS =. 
GEISHA DANCERS, etc., etc. 


Phone: Circle 6-5690 


KURT ROBITSCHEK 


ORIGINAL HOLLYWOOD 
RICHARDS and 
SHANNON 
20 NIPPON 


and 
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gents in All Fields Conclude 


ommr Moss Has Been Just Talkin 


First week of May has come and 
gone and License Commissioner 
Paul Moss’ annual anti-agent and 
licensing Grive finds the Commis- 
<ioner still only threatening and the 
neents still unlicensed. City and| 
Siate are still minus new agent 
ordinances, and the agents are still 
unorganized. t’s the same every 
year only this year there’s been 
yore activity and less result. Latest 


addition is I]. Robert Broder, attor- 
who will apply his proposed | 
panacea in the fall. 

Attorney Broder enters 
jure, with a 
on the Coast, 
end worked down, unlike the cur- 
rent routine’ of starting with 
smallies. Wants cream of crop and 
then will select worthy lessers. Will 
yefuse to 
old system of actor always being 
right is abolished and more — 
gble arbitration is set up. 

Only the Entertainment Manag a8 
Association is really organized in 
the booker-agent class. Theatrical 
Artists Representatives and Agents 
of America 


ney, 


which started 


shell with less 
40 members out of a possible 400. 
None cf majors in, either. Com- 
prised mostly of small fry who have 
kepi biggies out. 

TAARA holds another conclave at 
the Edison hotel, N. Y., tonight 
Wednesday), Arthur Grossman pre- 
siding. lt’s hoped to have a member 
cf Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America address meet. Equity 
agenis powwow tomorrow 
day) after breaking with reorganizer 
Lou Randell. Will discuss reorgani- 
of the reorganization, and ap- 
Actors Equity on revision of 
old charter. Want a more equitable 
sereement for themselves to con- 
form to present theatre conditions, 
replacing antiquated paper. However, 
before mixing with any other agent 
groups, Equityites have stated they 
will get their own house in order, 
witending to ciher matters, when and 
if seen fit. 


more than a 


zation 


proach 


Meeting of reps from. various | 
° ~ ° . | 

groups was held in Commissioner | 
Moss’ office May 6. Group turned 


him down on pledges to take out li- 
censes until such time as they can 
get themselves set up, and with cer- 
fain assurances by him in return. 


Moss is threatening jail and test | 
cases, but nothing is being done yet. 


Group was told of two specially as- 
signed detectives and inspectors who 
will start cleaning up Broadway. 
He's been saying that for years, say 
agents, and repeated it more than a 
month ago when he said he would 
spend all of May on the main stem. 
He’s also threatening to shutter all 
iheatres, minus licenses, and ade- 
quate equipment for shows of any 
iype or size. 
Philly’s License Squawk 
Philadelphia, May 10. 

Lusty squawks that state agents 
had failed, 
muke threatened crackdown = on 
agenting without a license were 
heard at confab of newly-formed 
Theatrical Managers Assn. in secre- 
tary Madeline Woods’ 
(6). 

Members of the organization, al] 
of whom recently paid $100 for their 
siate scrolls. claim that innumerable 
band bookers and orchestra leaders 
Bre selling dancers and singers with- 
out licenses. 

All but a few of the regular agents 
jn town are Jicensed. TMA threatens, 
Hi iis next meeting. to make public 
inose wit certificates, if they 
that time. 
lans to lobby throus 
their activities 





hout 
cont pay up by 

TMA laying } 
® new law covering 


} i 


#i the next sesh a the legislature 
They aintain there's no logic i 
iness orking uncer the ordinary 
Employment Agency Act, as. ai 
Ppicseni 


CHORUS COMEBACK 
Philadelphia, May 10 
Walton Roof has again adopted the 
ine of girls idea for Four- 
een pretties added to rent floor 
"how which opened May 6. 


shows. 


cul 


the pic- | 
method similar to that | 
at top | 


work with unions unless | 


(nitery-vaude group) | 
is only temporarily titled and little | 
than 


(Thurs- | 


because of politics, to | 


office Friday | 


7 
“ 





Troe’ s Sale to Hahn 
Ends Lyman Buy Talk 


Nola Hahn, of the C 
Hollywood, having beccme owner of | 
the ta 1k | 
about Abe Lyman, the 21 club crowd 
in New York, 
for that spot. 


the Trocadero there, ends 


and others dickering 


Lyman, now touring with his band, | 
would like a permanent Hollywood | 
spot for himself from which to broad- | 
cast. His brothers, 


tlaurateurs, 

Deal is reported to have involved a 
payment of $43,000, 
was handed over in cash. Indebted- 
ness of $87.000 was 
against an abarniaid of $90,000, 


_—— —— 


2 PITT NITERIES 
LOSE O.K.S IN 
RUM PURGE 





| Piitsburgh, May 10. 
| Crack - down of 
Liquor Contro] Board this year cost 
the of Pittsburgh’s 
hottest spots, the Bachelor’s Club and 
the Benjamin Ha 1 Literary So- | 
ciety. Latter place is where Maxine 
Sullivan, got her 
start. 

Both were hangouts of the show 
bunch and believed well entrenched 
politically to beat rap for violations. 
However, board revoked permits for 
three years and also collected $2,000 
|cash bond from each. Another place 
to get a similar rap was Matt Cava- 
naugh’s place, a fave with the Pitts- 
| burgh newspaper crowd. 

With the Liquor Board's sweeping 
| purge, which earlier closed White 
| Mansions, swanky casino, and Har- 
| lem Casino, night life in Pittsburgh 
has gone almost completely dead. 


| ah 
DAVE RUBINOFF OKAY 
| AFTER OPERATION 


Battle Creek, Mich., May 10. 
| Dave Rubinoff, who underwent an 
emergency appendectomy here last 
| Friday, was reported today (10) 
as ‘definitely on the road to recov- 
|ery’ after peritonitis had been 
halied. 

Violinist, who was 
Thursday, was taken to the Battle 
Creek Sanatorium here to undergo 
| treatment that was hoped would pre- 
vent an operation. Dr. Walter Mar- 
| tin, who performed the operation, 
said the peritonitis had been local- 
ized and that Rubinoff would re- 
cover unless unforeseen developmenis 
occurred. 
| Rubinoff. 
| week given a 
forced to cancel an 


Pennsylvania 
licenses of two 
rrison 


sepia swingster, 


stricken last 


had earlier in the 
concert here, was 
appearance at 


he 
Whe 


the Blossom Festival in Benton Har- 
bor, Mich.. vesterday (9) as well as 
several other engagements carded 
for the near future 


Olsen-Johnson Break 


In New Vaudeville Unit 
Fort Wavne. Ind... May If 


4 a ( ir bre ( 
\ uGe\ t L ¢ P< act nere 
ast eck 

Includes Robe d Ray, « ce 
team, Reece Dean und Reed ocal 
tric Linn Mayberry hi nicist 
Gilmore ane Wells novelt: team 
Walter Neilsen unicvclisi; Three 
Radic Rogues. and the Fanchonette 
Mrs. Johnson stooges from the audi- 
ence. 


+ 


lover club, | 


| 
| 
e| Manner in 


|legit attractions would be 
| he came back tc 


i successful in 


| expressed 


“GROUP DEAL 
All 


| Sharing Pact Pushes Circuit 
Revival as American Flesh 





Gains in Popularity 


REROUTING 


which 


the Tallis-Allen 


| Sharing deal on Williamson-Tait cir- 


Mike Lyman and | the 
Bill Simon, are established Coast res- | American legit and other fiesh units. 


| 


of which $20,000 | tralia, 


| 


| 


said to be listed | 








| ter he presented 


cuit is shaping up with the Snider- 
Dean chain figuring in is expected 
in New York toe mean a revival of 

former Australian circuit for 


This route enabled shows or acts 


10,0, Abo 


to jump from. San Francisco to Aus- | 
then play New Zealand and 
take in additional Aussie dates be- 


fore going on to South African spots. 
Now understood to contemplate a 
break in this Frisco-to-Sydney hop 
with a week in Honolulu. Besides 
Sydney and Melbourne, shows would 
catch Melbourne and southern cities 
in Australia after playing New Zea- 


land and when enroute to South 
Africa, 
Initial booking is virtually set, 


with Leonard Sillman supplying a 
musical stock company of about 50, 
as a result of negotiations with Leon 
S. (Sam) Snider while he was in 
New York. Additional and more | 
elaborate bookings loom as likely 
when Snider returns from London 
on his way back to Sydney. Snider 
intimated that more stage units or 
set when | 
New York. 
projected tour was so 
Australia that Snider 
enthusiasm for future 
| stage prospects in his country, 


CURTIS & ALLEN 
SPLIT; CO-OP 
ACCORD 


Recently 





Curtis & Allen, which for vears 
has been one of the leading N. Y. 
talent agencies for vaude and musical 
comedy, is now officially divided. 
Charley Allen will continue in N. Y, 
while Jack 
Curtis opened an agency this week in 
Hollywood. Max Winslow may be 
associated with him, 


under his own hame, 


Parting is amicable 
to rep his long-time partner in N, Y., 
and Curtis vice versa. Both are op- 
individually without part- 
ners.. Pair had been partners in a 
vaude song-and-comedy act for a 
decade before they went into the 
agency biz. 

For the last several vears Curtis 
had not been wholly active at the 
agency, stepping out on his own with 
several legit productions. Last win- 
‘Behind Red Lights’ 


erating 


+ 


Unions Compromises Permit Fox 








|atre Authority. 





And Mich, Det., Continue Vande 


| 
Democratic 
Phone Calls t Winthrory 
Rockefeller, whi hi been 
working on the Greater Ne 
York Fund benefit skedds for | 
tonight at the Madison Squ 
Garden, go through rect 
Operator switches right in to 
Rockefeller. Not even a secre- 
tarial intermediary. 











SUAL T. A. CUT 
FROM GARDEN 
SHOW TONITE 


Greater New 


York Fund, com- 
munity rally to dramatize the efforis 
|to raise $10,000,000 for N. Y. chari- 


| ties, 


will be held at Madison Square 
| Garden tonight (11). Program is 
| under the direction of William Gax- 
ton. 

Not until yesterday, however, did 
the Fund execs, which include 
| Winthrop Rockefeller, ink a contract 
|with Alan Corelli of the The- 
Agreed that TA 
would get its customary 15%, up to 


| $15,000 of the take, and 10% of any- 
thing above that. For a time, the 
Fund considered cutting in TA on 


| ing Victor Moore, 





on Broadway. Going to the Coast 
early this past winter, it was at first 
Curtis’ intention to interest Allen in| 
opening a Hollywood office Latte 
was disinclined, however. which led 
to Curtis going cut on his own, 
. > | q; 
Fred LaReine’s Sideshows 
Fred Lake folie ( 
( of be ‘ ( ( 
fune 
‘ ( ore } ce ‘ 
of ! [ é K« 
) \ { ‘ 
broke | { ‘ be 
ce ceé ( ‘ 
( Se ( J 
if e V ‘ ‘ 
Nn ] ve mn open fos thee ene 
last weel n Virginia ane ‘ 
rently in Penunsylvania. 


with Allen set | 


| worked 
| April 29, 


the total take of the 
this idea was dropped. 

Several performers have come in 
from the Coast for the show includ- 
Richard Arlen, the 
De Marcos, and others. About 35 
performers will be connected with 
the performance tonight. 

Jim Cagney comes in today from 
his vacation at Martha’s Vineyard 
| Mass., to participate in the Garden 
| show. 


campaign, but 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Theatre Authority, Inc., of New 
York was granted a California char- 
ter in Sacramento May 9. 

I. B. Kornblum, attorney for 
Equity and the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, is designated 
the California agent for the organi- 
zation, 


COSTUMES ATTACHED 





BY CHORUS; NO WAGES 


Indianapolis, May 10. 

Nick Boila’s line of 12 girls, billed 
as the Streamlined Debutantes, who 
at the Lyric here week of 
have attached their cos- 
tumes for back salaries claimed to be 
due them. 

Formerly appeared on tour in 
Zoila’s unit, ‘Can You Take It,’ 
allege that a bonus was supposed to 


and 


‘have been banked in their names 
each week during its run. When 
Boila failed to pay off here, girls 


went to the law, and sheriff put two 
trunks in the hoosegow pending set- 
tlement. 


Givot’ S London P. A. 


George Givot 


‘ «, } ad 
goes abroac 


immer for a date at the P: 
Lon ! 
Gree dialectic e¢ ( ( f 
l l Oprif ( 
q 
Vaiiee Keying Busy 
F J 
( York. R 1 an 7 
) en ‘ 
( f 0 eek é 
five day f ‘ 
‘ ) te Y. for t 
( A }] 
Intermec e ¢ ¢ é 
| trom Chicago, 


| tumn. 


D tr< ; M ( 
f } y cost t « i € 
cooperation of various 
United Detroit Theatres de- 
; 
€ ( I niain age W e 
UU eale Mich fan, throughe I 
e summer. Chain previously ied 
O- wee notices to stagehands and 


cians after being ordered by 


Paramount offices to bring things 
nto line following weeks of dismal 
grosses at the Mich. 

Under settlement reached ast 
week, after UD prez George Trendle 


pped to N. Y. for confab with Par 
officials musicians’ union agrees LO 


from Michigan's pit 


rotate laid off; scale 


men 


and men 


remains as is. Stagehands will take 
slash the boards, 
while operators will go back to same 
pay-and-hour scale in effect under 
last year’s contract. 

Willingness of unions to take cuts, 
insiead of letting town go vaude- 
less, will also mean continuance of 
stage shows at the Fox deluxer here 
this summer. Fox figured to string 
along with vaude somehow, if oppo- 

h Mich abandoned it, but now that 
Mich also will continue stage shows, 
Fox sought and will get a similar 
settlement with musicians, stage- 
and operators, according to 
union heads. 

Fox likewise has 
tions under contract, which figure to 
mean plenty of activity at the b.o, 
Among these are Abe Lyman, who 
opens Friday (13); Guy Lombardo, 
Eddy Duchin, Tommy Dorsey and 
Phil Harris bands. All are spread 
out over the coming six weeks. 


ST. LOUIS QUITS 
VAUDE DURING 
SUMMER 


ey 


15° pay 


across 


hands 


several attrac- 


St. Louis will be vaudeless this 
summer, with Fox theatre going 
straight-film after Tommy Dorsey's 
orchestra plays a week at the house, 
commencing May 26. 

Fanchon & Marco, operator of the 
site, has made no prediction that flesh 
will be returned with coming of au- 


100 LOSE JOBS IN DET. 


| Park night spots. 


SUBURB’S NITERY BAN 


Detroit, May 10 
Around 100 musicians and per- 
formers have lost their jobs as re« 
sult of dancing ban in Highland 
Town is a 100,000- 


| pop suburb of Detroit, 


Dan E. L. Patch, chief of suburb’s 
police, issued warning last week to 
14 spots, which previously had been 


licensed to permit dancing, to cezse 
immediately in compliance with a 
resolution passed by the burb 
council, An ordinance to forbid 
dancing in niteries was up for third 
reaqaing before the council v € city 
itorney Earl B. Young declared the 

ne sau asnt nece rv 
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44 VARIETY 
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Organizing, NVA’s 2506 Suit Gives 


AFA Five-Sided Headache in N. Y. 





; en + 
| 


American Federation of Actors’ 
various New York = embroilments 
were increased this week with open- 
ing of new ice show at International 
Casino, and attempted signing of 
Frank Buck, of Ringling Bros.-Bar- 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Despite it being the first week in 
May, all the ozoners are cooped up. 


num & Bailey. Also confronting, Winter weather. 

AFA are closed shop trouble with; Henry Hearn shopping downtown, 

Hotel Assn. of New York, being) q great comeback. 

named defendant by the National Arlene Villone, formerly with the 

Variety Artists in a $250,000 libel! Blum theatrical office, N. Y., is 

suit, and continued expansion in new arival at the Will Rogers 

nitery field Joe McCarthy, of N. Y., an IATSE 
Hotel group has informed AFA) member, just took that nerve opera- 

that it must wait still longer before tion to a success. Boy doing a nifty 

talks can start on organizing N. Y., at 68 Franklin street. 

hostelries. H. A. held a meeting Charlie Mack, ex-Detroit booker, 


with attorneys yesterday (Tuesday) Alexandria, 


_ VAUDE—N 


Bob Baker’s P.A.’s 
Hollywood, May 10. 

Bob Baker’s headed for an eight- 
week p.a. tour of the midwest as 
soon as he winds up fwo musical 
westerns on his schedule at Univer- 
sal. 

Apache, his horse, and two musi- 
cians will accompany him, Return- 
ing, he’ll start work on a new series 
for the 1938-39 Universal season. 


Det. Cafe Shelves 


now a camp-ownel in 

and is expected to report to AFA! Va,, all messed up with boils, Can't 
tomorrow (Thursday). H.A. Says! sit down. 
actors are transitory workers and Nice work and it can be done: 
therefore can’t make demands. Frank Kilroy sniffed the air for 10 
Meanwhile, AFA is content with) years, now working. Oscar Lor- 
holding off on any real trouble, via raine had o e year of this, now a 
picketing new man. Eddie Kane, after years 

Cast of ice show at the Interna-| here, in Hollywood. Donnatella | 
tional refuses to join union, which! boys now in vaudeville, Tom Kil- 
prior to current show had a closed; karney a success in Chicago, Betty 
shop there. Skaters claim they are Huntington doing nicely in New 
Canadians, athletes and therefore’ York, Joe Parker in New Jersey 


not actors. Music Corp. of America, 
which booked the show, Says cast 
threatens to quit before signing up. 


after years of this, Leonard Grotte’s 
fishing and hunting here sent him 
back to Flushing, N. Y., Al Boerner 


They can do so, MCA states, since  Chicagoing to a success. John Demp- 
they’re all from wealthy families) sey in Boston, Frankie Dunlevy 
and don’t have to work. hoofing again. 

Decision on whether or not evi- Also Max Pfeffer back in a pic- 
dence on NVA’s suit against the ture booth, Bill Headley p.a.’ing for 
AFA is sufficient to warrant trial is. a chain circuit, Larry McCarthy 


expected in about a week Addi- 
tional briefs were filed in N. Y. by 
both sides last Thursday (5). On 
April 26, AFA had asked for a dis- 
missal, claiming insufficient grounds. | a 

In the Buck matter, animal train- 
er claims he’s a scientist, therefore 
he doesn’t have to join. AFA claims 
he’s an actor under AFA jurisdiction. 

NVA’s difficulty: over curtailment | 
of president Louis Handin’s powers 
will be settled Sunday (8) by mem- 
bership vote. Dissenting group seeks 
an amendment to constitution. 
Started couple of weeks ago over 
Handin’s dismissal of a committee 
chairman. 


O'Reilly running a store, Constance 
teeve managing a music school, Lil- 
lian Fairchild clerking and managing 
family (two kids), Al Downing 
shifting scenery, Freda Lee office- 


sicing with her own orchestra, Bert 
Ford a steward on tanker, Pauline 
Price back in Brooklyn, and Albert 
Williams a salesman in Atlanta. 

Harold Rodner (Warner Bros.) 
here with Senator Wagner to ogle 
the Will Rogers between sessions of 
golf. 

(Write to those you know in Sar- 
anac and elsewhere who are ill.) 








eith Stevens 


AND HIS 


Saturday Nite 
Swing Club Band 
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EARLE, PHILADELPHIA 
Beginning Friday, May 13th 


Exclusive Management 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC. 


}entertainment not 
piano-playing in Los Angeles, Heien | 


working in Omaha, Lee LaMarr mu- | 


| pigs. 


lview of 


} 


| voted 


| felt, 


Shows for Month 
On ‘Lewd Charge 


May 10 


Detroit 
1 30 davs 


Rather than close spot fot 
|for alleged obscene floor shows, the 
| Duffield Bar has elected to get along 
without entertainers for a 
At the end of that time, proprietor 
|!Abe Kastner will have opportunity 
lto take up the matter with state rum 
board. 
Board Edward W. Mc- 


chairman 


Farlane, who offered Kastner the 
choice of closing or banning floo1 
shows for 30 days, said police told 
hin. a dancer at the Duffield had 


doffing all clothing in an act, 
a thin net; that a singer 
suggestive 


been 
except for 
warbled 
accordion player drank with patrons. 
Kastner testified; however, that only 
the ‘highest clientele’ patronize his 
nitery and that ‘we have never used 
approved by po- 


songs 


lice censors.’ 
Meanwhile, 
owners went on 


more than 700 nitery 
record last week as 
opposing Police Commissioner Hein- 
rich Pickert’s suggestion for a 4:30 
a.m. curfew, in place of the present 
2 a.m., in effort to wipe out blind 
While not desiring the later 
curfew for themselves, because of 
the heavier expense involved, in 
only a small increased rev- 
enue possible, members of the Pro- 
tective Liquor Alliance nevertheless 
that they would not oppose 
granting of the privilege to those 
wanting to stay open. Operators 
first of all, that 
was being spent on licenses to afford 
police enough manpower to keep 
speaks closed and protect legit biz. 


Corio Unit Breaks Up; 
Stripper Goes Abroad 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Ann Corio unit, following split- 
week date at the nabe Allegheny, 
has broken up. Scenery and cos- 
tumes have been bought by Allen 
Gilbert, who was producing. While 
the unit was playing here, props 


the county limits. It was feared the 
sheriff might grab them to satisfy 
tax liens at the Shubert, which was 
operated by Max Wilner. Wilner 
was also interested in the Corio unit. 

Fifi D’Orsay, now at Benny the 
Bum’s, will play the Allegheny next 
Friday and Saturday. 

Ann Corio and 
Emmett Callahan, 
in Italy May 28. 

Will land at Naples and tour con- 
tinent for about six weeks. 


husband-manager, 


sail for vacation 


Chi Cafe Books Denny 

In New Policy; Airings 

Chicago, May 10. 
Bon Air Country club starts its 

new nitery and name policy May 25 
with Jack Denny’s orchestra. 

eal has been set which will put 
the club on a WGN and Mutual 
hookup nightly. 


Long’s Talent Safari 
Los Angeles. May 10. 

Baron Long, Biltmore Hotel prexy, 
is touring eastern niteries for recruit 
talent and ideas for the casino he 
plans to build here. 

Long’s new project, to be built in 
Spanish style, will consist of 
ery, office suites and an 
ment center to be 
Microphone. 


wn eal- 
entertain- 
known as the 


Frohman in H’wood 
, Bert Frohman opens at the S.ing 
Club, Hollywood, today (Wednes- 


day) as part of the nitery’s 1ecent 
name booking policy. 
Agented by 


Lou Weiss in New 











|} York. 


ITE ‘CLUBS—BURLESQUE 


month. | 


| of skating specialties 


and an} 


enough money | 


were parked in a freight car outside | 


Wednesday, May 11, 1938 
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Nitery Reviews 


| INT’L CASINO, N. Y. | out again on tour, when the Broad. 





way run at the International is over, 
For theatres, as in the nitery, it’s 
very satisfying divertissement. Ah >. 


‘International Ice Follies,’ produced 
by Georgie Hale, starring Guy Owen, 
| Evelyn Chandler, Bruce Mapes,, 

Nathan Wally, with Simpson Sisters | 
| (2), Dorothy Lewis, Ted Cave, Alex} — 

Hurd, Sam Jarvis, Henry Lie, Don| London, April 30. 

Condon, Margaret Richardson, Cecil Renita Kramer, Les Christiani 

Coolican, Catherine Coolican, Lor-| Gregory & Raymond, Giovanni, 

raine Hopkins, Jack Hose, orothy Gloria Grant, Grace & Nikko. Har. 

Franey, Gordon Leary, Clara Wil- ald & Lola, Emina & Henry. 
| kins, Audrey Garland, Carroll Sykes, ‘ id 
| Dorothy Pough, Georgina Claudet,| (Clifford C. Fischer has 

Ardria Thomas, Margaret Austin,! the Londen Casino with a new policy 

Ann Taylor, Joan Smith, Mary Jane) of presenting two separate revue 

Halsted; Yascha Bunchuk and Ralph one for dinner and the viner at mu. 
opened May 6, night. It’s Paris in London, w:th all 
the atmosphere of its night Lie. but 
perhaps not all of the frankne 

Staging and production are good, 
with turns incidental 
tainment is 
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reopened 


Zotgers orchestras; 
1938: $2.50 minimum. 


Georgie Hale’s ‘International Ice 
Frolics’ is the most elaborate cabaret- 


Dinner enter- 
theatre attempted, 


stow yet ‘Plaisirs de Paris’ (69 


’ 
giace 


and yet its elaborateness is ar prime | mins.), which opens with an elab- 
handicap. Editing would shape it | orate mechanical device for manu- 
up as excellent summer fare. As/| facturing the modern Venus, some- 


debuted at the paid preview ($5 
dinner) performance, it ran too long. 
Hale has manifested much imagi- 
{nation and ingenuity in the sum 
total, but a change of pace via a 
little vocalizing may be the solution ga dozen of the girls are cut 
towards mixing up the succession an elaborated version of the 
Right now its ¢ian’s illusion. 
100°, skating, whether acrobatic, tenita Kramer executes her famil- 
comedy, figure, terpsichorean, forma | jar dance, in which she impersonates 


times lavishly clad and occasionally 
giving a glimpse of the unattired. 
Also, the latest Paris fashions. inter- 
spersed with some acts and, by ar- 
rangement with Horace Goldin, half 
in two, 
Maei- 


tion or whirlwind. her own male partner. Les Chris- 
Unlike the ice shows in the Hitz) tiani does some acrobatic : Gregory 
hotels, which are really snappy tab- |-and Raymond extract music from a 


loid versions, running no more than 
15-20 minutes, this is a two-part re- 
vue, almost two hours altogether, re- 
plete with scenic investiture, elabor- 
ate costuming and painstaking pro- 
duction and staging. 

The stellar components are worthy 
of the marquee distinction. Guy 
Owen is a champ on runners with 
his dancing routines. He came to at- 

| tention in the Sonja Henie show and 
is out of the famous Minto Four of 
Canada, part of the Henie itinerary 
last winter. Evelyn Chandler's whirl- 


bicycle pump, etc.: Giovanni does his 
familiar pickpocket turn, which is 
unsuited to this entertainment. and 
Gloria Grant vocalizes. 

The most artistic scene comprise 
the lace wedding, which takes plac 
in the Middle Ages, wherein not only 
are all the characters dressed in lace, 
but the entire caparisoning is made 
up similarly. It starts with the mar- 
riage ceremony and goes on to the 
departure of the knights to the Cru- 
sades, wherein their 


3 
=) 


ladies are par- 


: tially armored to enforce fide 

wind figure and acrobatic skating Gene aad Nil 7 I fide wn 
} . ale ( V i 
clicks solidly on several occasions. kurloenua eles pags vera oe. © 
I E , , : +} yurlesque on modern d ancing. Most 
Her performance, along with the effective number is done with th i 

¢ nose s ' a I iber is done wi 1e ai 
rest, was the more remarkable, Peart en 


| of a black light, said to be an entirely 
new process of stage illumination, 

Scene depicts a tropical night, with 
dusky dancers performing a rhumba, 
during which their costumes change 

in color. 

Supper show, ‘Montmartre a Min- 
uit’ (37 mins.) has more or less of a 
plot, in which a party of blase peo- 
ple are taken for a tour of Mont- 
martre. They call upon Eve, and 

here is a close approach to the nude 
in various forms. Harald and Lola 
present their dance of the snake 
o charmer and the reptile, and Emma 
and Henry do a very funny acrobatie 
burlesque. ; 

Basic idea of the entire entertain- 
ment is spectacular pantomime, The 
experiment of providing two sep- 

(Continued on page 53) 


considering the preview perform- 
ance’s deficiencies of the ice 
|The management again suspected 
some sort of sabotage, as the ice 
plant broke down somehow that af- 
ternoon, and for the premiere the ice 
was Obviously still slushy.] It called 
| upon the company’s fullest gameness 
and showmanship to cope with this 
untoward circumstance. The Inter- 
national’s ice refrigeration § differs 
trom the others in that it’s not a 
composition effect but more approxi- 
mating the real thing 

For the dancing, on the stage, 
floor comes forward to cover up the 
ice, the customers in turn terping 
thereon, as heretofore, to the alter- 
nate Yascha Bunchuk and Ralph 
Rotgers orchestras. 


Dorothy Lewis, a looker, is an- 








other outstander. Bruce Mayes, 
figure skater, and Nathan Wally, 
| world’s undefeated figure skating 
champion in 1934 and '35, which | HARRIS TWINS 


|title he vacated when he retired from 
| competition, registers throughout, 
featuring a comedy takeoff on Edgar 
| Bergen-Charlie McCarthy, aided by 
Sam Jarvis. Latter is an expert 
,comic and figures humorously in 
both halves. | 

Evelyn Chandler whams ’em with 
her figure skating and again with 
Bruce Mapes as vis-a-vis. Guy Owen's 
| Saucho dance is his specialty high- 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











ALWAYS WORKING 


light. Lissome Simpson Sisters click | ‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 
in eostumed terp numbers: Ted 

Cave’s comedy, Alex Hurd’s bar- Now at Capitol T., Washingtoa 
rel jumping and Henry Lie-Don'} May 16. 17, 18, Colambla T., Brie, Pa. 
Condon on the ice-stilts are other May 19, 20, 21, Majestic T., Johnstown 


May 22, Ceramie T., EK. Liverpool, Pa. 
P.8 They tell me Woodward Ave., in De 
troit, has been widened, I wouldn't know 


DON RICE 


Now STATE LAKE THEATRE, 
Chicage 
Per, Met. PHIL, OFFIN 
Kadio City, New York 


outstanders. Mary Jane Halsted reg- 
isters nicely as a number-leader. 
The staging effects include ballet, 
Tyrolean, a ‘skating on skis’ produc- 
tion flash (the girls in cellophane 
ski apparel), an Arctic ballet, an ef- 
fective Robin Hood sextet and a 
|finale tzigane flash. The girls are all 
attractive. 
| The standard terp and ballet stuff, 
| transplanted into an ice motif, gaily 
| costumed (for which Billi Living-, 
ston’s designs for Brooks merit a 
bend), takes on added values in the 
} rink setting. 
As a summer 

















entry it’s a great: 
novelty in what is still America’s 
greatest night club. The mammoth 
International Casino has been read- 
justing its budgets and the ‘Ice Frol- 
ics’ serves as a fine flash, under more 
| modest financial hookup. Music 
Corp. of America, unbilled, bank- 
rolled the Hale ice revue. It's been 
| breaking in for some weeks as a 
| theatre presentation flash. and can go: 


California Varsity Eight 


| On Tour with 
ABE LYMAN 


This Week CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 
MILES INGALLS 





~ SALE — 

100 EVENING GOWNS 
KEDUCED TO 

$10.95 and $15.95 


Formerly $49.50 te $89.50 


LILY HEFFERNAN 


622 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Arthur Mahoney & Jane Savant, | 
Sally Ellis, Hudson Carmody, Tom-| 
my Trent, Los_ Rancheros, Nena 
Sandoval, Hilda Eckler, Mignon Dal-| 
let, Esther Dale, Glee Club, Ballet, 
Corps, Rockettes, Richard Leibert, | 
M. H. Symphony, Erno Rapee con-| 
ducting; ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO), re-| 
viewed in Variety March 23, 








A varied and entertaining stage 
production in four parts, which em- 
loys considerable talent, is Russell 
farkert’s current contribution. 
‘Spring's Folly’ opens with a rather, 
long dance fantasy in which Arthur 
Mahoney and Jane Sproule are 
backed by the ballet corps. Girl 
comes down to the stage on a moon. 


| 


This drew a few snickers when 
caught, probably because it seemed 
unwittingly funny. 

A very effective number, ‘Negro 


Heaven,’ opens with a little scene at 
the side of the proscenium arch, in 
which a mammy (Sally Ellis) is trvy- 
ing to put a little colored girl to bed. 


As the action fades from this and a 
song by Miss Ellis, well rendered 
the stage lights up on a scene in 


Heaven, with Hudson Carmody and 
the Glee Club. It’s unusually well 
done, the lighting and staging aiding 
immeasurably. | 

A touch of spring is given by Tom- | 
my Trent’s Punch and Judy act. He! 
was here previously and also ap- 
peared at the nearby Roxy a while 
back. A different setting is used by 
Trent this time, that of a doll house. 
Not only is his work expert but the 
talk is also very clever. A dancing 
marionette tops for a strong finish. 

In the finale, ‘Fiesta De Primavera,’ 
the flavor is Cuban and Mexican. 
with the Los Rancheros leading off 
in song numbers, accompanied by 
guitars. Excellent trio signs off im- 
pressively with ‘“Ti-Pi-Tin. Four 
dance singles follow, Nena Sandoval, 
Hilda Eckler, Esther Dale and Mig- 
non Dallet, all lending fiash. The 
Rockettes, in one of the fastest rou- 
tines they’ve ever done, finish smart- 
ly. 

In addition to the overture. ‘Ca- 
riccio Italien,’ by Erno Rapee’s M. 
1. Symph, the show also includes 
Richard Leibert at the organ. 

Business only fair Thursday (5) | 
night. Char, | 


} 


ORIENTAL, CHI | 


| 
Chicago May &. 

Johnny Rexola Co., John Tio, Four | 
Franks, Sophie Tucker, Evans Bal- 
let; ‘There’s Always a Woman’ (Col). 


Sophie Tucker is back in town and 
the Oriental is once more looking 
like a theatre instead of a hideaway. 
After several weeks of carmine, the 
books look like they'll get some black 
ink currently. 


She heads a neat show, but it’s 
still Miss Tucker for the bang-up, 
entertainment. At the last show | 


opening day (6), she was her usual 
surefire self and slammed home four | 
songs. ‘Your Broadway and Mine’ | 
gets the heart-tugs and she finishes 
with a new arrangement on ‘Some 
of These Days,’ telling the story of 
1912 when Sheldon Brooks first 
brought her the song in Chicago. 
It’s a good lead-in line for the song 
itself. She looks like a million, as 
always, and her showmanship has 
few peers in the business. 

The Four Franks, formerly the 
Frankenburg kids, now quite grown- 
up, are a fine vaude act with dancing, 
instrumentalizing and _ clowning. | 
Fspecially good is their knockabout 
love-making and scarecrow routines, | 
aided by lots of personality. | 





John Tio, the talking parrot. | 
deuced, still rates as an excellent 
novelty. Johnny Rexola’s Co., two | 


men and three girls, who do a little | 


of everything, open cleanly. They 
do roller skating, acrobatics and spe- 
cialty dancing. Gold, |! 


EARLE, PHILLY _ 
— 

Philudelphia, May 8. 
George Jessel, Norma Talnadge, 
Josephine Starr, Jack Raymond, Any | 
Arnell, Ralph de Angelus, Eddie, 
Leigh, Dancing Theodores, Four Co-,| 
eds, Tommy Tucker's Orch. Lou 
Schrader’s house orch., ‘Marco Polo’ 

(UA). 





House this sesh experimenting, 
having temporarily abandoned name | 
band policy, plus first-run B films, 
for a fairish stage show and a pow- 
erful second-run picture. Vaudfilmer 
has tried similar stunts before, never 
with outstandin’ success, and this is 
apparently no exception. 

Stage portion consists of George 
Jessel’s unit, including a 20-piece or- 
chestra, led by Tommy Tucker. With 
little to do, it’s entirely unnecessary. 
Some of the band are from Lou 
Schrader’s huuse orchestra. 

Bright spots are Jessel and Joseph- 
ine Starr, nine, Filipino gal, with ex- 
cellent pipes. Although Norma Ta!l- 
madge is on only for a couple of 
minutes, she’s a heavy asset. Atirac- 
tive and personable, she supplies 
springboard for some good husband- 
wife cracks with Jessel. 

Jessel m.c.’s, has plenty of lively 
Patter, plugs all the gaps. and helps 
make the show. He could, however. 
€liminate his chi:pinp, Ceing two 


|mony singers, 
| sions of radio personages. 


‘American flag’ numbers. Worst of- | 
fender is a rather cheap lyric, ‘We! 
Want a Navy Second to None.’ Othe: | 
is a quartet number, ‘What This | 
Country Needs Is a Song.’ More care- | 
ful makeup or better lighting neces-| 
sary to eliminate whiteness of his 
face in the spotlight. 


Four Co-eds open, flash act of 
good-looking terpers and tumblers. 
Dressed in gold-colored pajamas, 
they’re snappy, too, but create little 
enthusiasm. Followed by Amy} 
Arnell, southern-style warbler. She's 
cute and exhibs fair pipes. Ballroom 
duo, Dancing Theodores, are okay in 
a rhumba, but fail to stir up enough 
interest to merit an encore. 

Miss Starr provides the real gem. 
Has stage presence and, although no 


great personality, makes up for it 
with swell coloratura. Shows sur- 
prising volume, control and clarity 


for her age. Jessel curtains with in- 
evitable phone call to his mother 
still powerful. Herb 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Loretta Lee, Myrtill & Pacaud. Pat 
Denning & Betty Raye, Ken David- 
son & Don Vaughn, Gae Foster Girls, 
Paul Ash's house orch; ‘Four Men 
and a Prayer’ (20th), reviewed 
VarRieTY April 27. 


tr 


All-around good show this week, 
though none of the acts is smash. 
Staging is something special, too. 
Notable is a piano number by the 
Gae Foster Girls, a highly theatrical 
turn and unusually well presented. 

It marks a new high for the Gae 
Foster outfit, which has previously 
shown itself as one of the most ver- 
satile groups of its kind. This time 
they’ve taken a week to learn to play 
pianos, with the Wurlitzer Co. sup- 
plying the instruments and lessons. 
Act is presented after a brief, simple 
dance forestage. Then a curtain rises | 
to reveal three tiers of tiny white | 
baby grands. Gals go through sev- 
eral formations before, during and 
after plunking a couple of simple 
tunes, Playing is commendable under 
the circumstances and_ effective | 
enough. Girls inject a brief bit of | 
tap accompaniment for one portion. 
Act supplies a punchy finale. Group 
makes three other appearances, all | 
good enough. 

Show opener is Ken Davidson and 
Don Vaughn, badminton players 
(New Acts), flash novelty that will | 
be better when it has played a few| 
more weeks. Pat Denning and Betty 
Raye (New Acts) offer fairly divert- | 
ing comedy and hoofing. Man clowns, 
gal straights and dances. 

Loretta Lee, of the radio, offers 
three songs of wide pop range, ‘He'll | 
Be a Cuban,’ in rhumba tempo, ‘In| 
the Still of the Night’ and a hot 
‘Dinah.’ Gal has a nice voice, uses 
a mike skillfully and knows how to 
build a song. Enunciation is clear. 
She has only a mild stage person- | 
ality, however. Black gown sans 
shoulder straps becoming. 

Myrtill and Pacaud, adagio pair, 
previously at the International Ca- 
sino, N. Y., offer two numbers, both 
overlong. Dancing isn't particularly 


| noteworthy, but somewhat spectacu- 


lar is their getup. They’re com- 
pletely covered with an iridescent, 
crystal-like substance that sparkles 
rather effectively. Hobe. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


| 


Indianapolis, May 8. 

Benny Davis, Bobbie Joyce & 
Jackie Strong, Dorn Bros. & Mary,} 
Don Hooton, Margie Knapp, Arlene 
& George Colston, Billy Blake, Rolia 
& Verna Pickett, Robert Baxter. 
Three Freshmen; ‘Beloved Brat’ 
(WB). 


— 





Benny Davis, appearing here for} 
the first time in six years, brings | 
with him a company of fresh, talent- | 
ed kids, who keep the dukes pound- 
ing during the 73-minute show. | 
House orchestra is on stage and per- | 
formers are on stage throughout, at) 
tables in cabaret setting. Opens with, 
entire cast singing “To Be a Siar,’ in- 
troducing Davis, who comes on and 
sings one of his own tunes, and then 
goes into m.c.’ing for rest of show. 

Bobbie Joyce and Jackie Strong. 
boy and girl, do an okay acro dance | 
to get the show under way. Followed | 
by Dorn Brothers and Mary, har- 
who also do impres- 
Don Hoo- 
ton taps, twirls a drum major’s baton 
and finishes with rope tricks, several 
of which failed at show caught. Mar- 
gie Knapp wins a salvo with her kid 
singing of three pops and has trouble 
begging off. Arlene and George 
Colston follow with a clicking com- 
edy ballroom dance. Billie Blake 
does trumpct imitations of familia! 
orchestras, responding to calls from 
the audience to ape their favorites 
Rolla and Verna Pickett have one of 
the best novelty acts seen here, doing 
a fast tap on stilts, with the elevators 
concealed under their trousers. Only 
weak spot on bill is Robert Baxter. 
who alternates between tenor and 
baritone on two songs. Has pleasins 
personality but should learn control 


Three Freshmen do some polished 
acro and knockabout. 
As a finish, Davis sings bits of 


tunes he’s written, with audience ap- 
plauding as each is recognized 
Biz thin at last show Friday ‘6) 
Kile v. 


'in 


| giving 


| register solidly in slick ballroom and 


STATE, N. Y. 


& Grant, 


| 





Monroe Phil Regan, 


| Buster West & Lucille Page, Happy liam Erickson never utters a sound 
Felton’s Orch. (13), Sammy Sanders. |: 


Three Reasons (Mary Walsh. Jane 


| Bryant, Fay Vermilion); ‘Girt of ime 


Golden West’ (M-Q). 

To accommodate the rather lengthy 
‘Golden West’ (M-G), vaude here | 
this week is compressed to 53] 
minutes including three standard 
vaude turns and Happy Felton’s band 
the polish-off position. Show 
never touched sock peaks with the 
strong turnout at final performance | 
opening (5) evening, but held to- 
gether well anyway. | 

Vet trampoline comics, Monroe and 
Grant, open briskly with their five- 
minute novelty, and Phil Regan, the 


headliner, slides out in the deuce 

Ex-Brooklyn cop, now under pic- 
ture pact to Republic, was in good 
voice when caught. Helped by his 
personalitv. Tenored ‘Dream Can't | 
]?’, ‘It Was So Beautiful’ and the 

inevitable ‘Irish Eyes.’ Latter in- 
duces an encore, and mob is given a 
medley of ‘Goodnight Angel’ and 
‘Please Be Kind.’ Regan wisely 


keeps to ballads as much as possible 
without getting monotonous. He’s 
carrying Jack Carroll for piano ac- 


companiment, though the latter isn't 
on stage. 
| Buster West and Lucille Page | 
(Mrs. West) are next-to-shut. Their 


16 minutes are just a shade overlong | 
and the closing clowning and dancing 
are tame. Pair dress up in grotesque 
garb that doesn’t get laughs. Ahead, 
Miss Page’s swell acro dancing and 
West's flap-shoe hoofing get the act 
the swell reception it deserves. Un- 
billed male stooge, who dresses up 
in gob clothes like West, is an asset 
in the opening routine, which gives 
the girl a chance to humorously 
twist her torso and her partner an 
opportunity to win chuckles with his 
slides and pratt-falls. 
Happy Felton’s orchestra (New | 
Acts), with Sammy Sanders, supply | 
a nice capping and a brisk 20 m‘nutes. 
Bert. | 


| 
| 


PALACE, CLEVE. | 
Cleveland, May 8. 

Guy Lombardo’s Orch, Gary Leon! 
& Tut Mace, Calgary Bros., Melissa 
Mason; ‘Lone Wolf of Paris’ (Col). | 

It’s practically a welcome-home 
week for Guy Lombardo, who's 
drawing sock crowds here. Four 
Lombardo brothers, Guy, Leibert, | 
Carmen and Victor, got their early | 
breaks here. Last visit here was 
three years ago. 

Maestro Lombardo did it 
at the opening. Besides thanking 
the crowds he also threw in four | 
extra numbers. Show ran overtime, | 
but house wanted still more, 

Although not spectacular, unit js | 
smartly paced, a pleasant contrast to | 
recent noise-makers. Even when 
band swings out in ‘Little Lady Make 
Believe’ or ‘Old Apple Tree,’ 
rhythms still have all of Lombardo’s 
usual sweetness and unction. Vocal 
trio especially okav in latter piece 
and ‘Whistle While You Work.’ 
Brothers also extend themselves by | 
encore solos on sax and |} 
trumpets, with Victor Lombardo’s 
‘Liebestraum’ clicking best. 

Supporting acts few, but hand- 
picked. Gary Leon and Tut Mace 


up big 


Cuban terping, and Melissa Mason's | 
agile high-kicks punctuate bill 
sharply. In slow-motion acrobatics 
as stews, Calgary Bros. (2) get 
laughs with clever panto Neat 
booking, considering that Olsen and 
Johnson are slated next. Pullen. | 


DENVER, DENVER 





Denver, May 8. | 

Matthew McEniry, Mary Louw, 
Campbell, with David Ernst & John 
Schenck, Jeanette Larson, Paul 
Weingart, Any Heim, Marian 


| Schneider, Melody Strings (3), Nina 


Mae Street, William Erickson, Dick | 
Griffin, Geraldine Bernhart, Edwin 
Hitchcock, Casey Mitchell, Cliff Ed- 
wards & Surf Club Boys; ‘There's 
Always a Woman’ (Col). 

show takes nearly an hour, 
audience could stand more. 


This 
but the 


The only professionals are Cliff Ed- 
wards and the Surf Clubbers, who, 
as closers, chatter and sing: good 


enough, but out of place on this bill. 
Rest are peppy amateurs, but don't 
fit in with Edwards. 

Amateur acts came from this area, | 
where elimination contests have 
been going on for weeks One will 
get the nod for a trip to New York 
and a chance on the Major Bowe: 
hour. 

Three marimbas, Mary Lou Camp- 
bell, David Ernst and John Schenck, 
open, playing in a group and solo, 
all ckilled. Jeanette Larson sings 
‘Indian Love Call’ in a rich, resonant 


voice: Paul Weingart and Any Heim 
are hot on the accordions, and 
Marian Schneider limber in an 
acrobatic novelty dance. Spotting 


full glass on forehead, Miss Schne 
der bends backward to floor and lies 
flat on back, with glass still remain- 
¢ intact, 
Melody Sirings, three violins, clcy 
nh ‘Gol Mine in Sky’ and 


| Mae Street, half-pint tapper, is neat 


| who 


' McKenna, Parker Bros.; ‘Four 
|and a Prayer’ (20th). 
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‘Whistle While You Wo: :.’ Nina 


in her ‘Little Red Riding Pants’ rou- 
tine, and she sings well also. Wil- 


as he works with two Indian clubs. |! 
Dick Griffin, 14, rigged as a cowboy. 
gets over by singing ‘Rainbow on 
the River’ and ‘Gold Mine in Sky.’ 


Geraldine Bernhart is strong in he: 


whistling bird imitations. 

Edwin Hitchcock, a lanky young- 
ster, gives band imitations on his 
trumpet, and Casey Mitchell, Negro, 
is fast with his feet as well as with 
a harmonica, 

Matthew McEniry, 
nouncer, m.c.’s oKay. 

House packed final 
chow, 


KLZ_san- 


Saturday (7) 
Rose. 


EARLE, WASH. 
Washington, May 8. 
Leon Murray. Bobbie Lane, Jack & 
Honey Wilson, Phyllis Dare, Hilde 
garde Halliday, Helene Wyn Jacl 
Guilford, the Lambertons (2) 
Mignon, Joan Britton, Georgette 
Lew Parker, with George Touwvwes 


Jo Lombardis 


Are Like That’ 


Conrad & Emerson, 
house orch; ‘Women 
(WB). 

Plenty of effort behind this show 
one of most pretentious house has 
staged since Harry Anger took over 
vaudeville here. Twelve-act revue, 
entitled ‘Broadway Discoveries of 
1938,’ and with at least half the face: 


new here, suffered severe handicap 
when pit elevator failed t work, 
and half hour before opening entire 
show had to be re-routined against 
single makeshift set. Result cramps 


style of several acts, booked to work | 


I ack- 


talent is on 


with elaborate and changing 
grounds, but enough 
hand to satisfy. 

Jo Lombardi’s house’ orchestra 
Plays ‘Mother’s Day’ overture on 
stage and Leon Murray baritones 


‘Mother Machree’ to start off nicely. | 


Lew Parker, who m.c.’s, then 
launches Jack and Honey Wilson, 
| who put over a swift tap. Phyllis 


Dare follows with acrobatic skating, 
crowded by orchestra stand, but still 
sock, Next is Hildegarde Halliday, 
sneezes violently through 
fever telephone monolog to get by. 


Helene Wynne warbles ‘Silly 
Rhythm’ pleasantly and also taps. 
Jack Guilford next with swell im- 
personations, 

Parker’s consistent gagging makes 
'it difficult to get serious in intro- 
ducing the Lambertons as_ deaf 
mutes, but when attractive red- 


headed boy and girl trip out of wing 
mood is clinched. Waltz followed 
by fast soft-shoe ballroom tap to go 
over. 


Mignon takes over with 
dance that’s slow winning house, but 
she eventually breaks down apuihy. 

Joan Britton lyric sopranos effect- 
ively to get bows on ‘I Love Life,’ 
pop and operetta medley. Parke: 
uses stooges George Townes, who 
does nut imitations on stage, and 
Conrad and Emerson, who heckle 
from boxes, to sock with his only 
specialty. Georgette takes next-to- 
closing spot for trapeze work, up- 
side-down walk and vertical rope 
stuff. Apparatus is hung directly 
over band and pianist has to duck 
during several stunts, which 
ously hampers effect. Good 
tion, though. Cast all on for finale. 
Biz bad, Craig, 


FOX, DETROIT 


=_-—-— --- 


Detroit, May 8. 
Sam Jack Kaufman's house orch., 
Frank Connors, Perry Twins, Gali- 
Gali, Adriana Caselotti, Harry Stock- 
well, Dansonettes (16), Joe & Jean 
Men 


Good production gives current bill 
here plenty of zip and transforms 
what might have been a rather dull 
show into real entertainment. 

Center of the 60-minute activity is 
Adriana Caselotti and Harry Stock- 
well, Snow White and Prince Charm- 
ing, respectively, of RKO’s ‘Snow 
White.’ Aided by the Dansonettes 
(16), house line, dressed as dwarfs 
and animals, pair gets over nicely 
in an elaborate fairyland setting, Miss 
Caselotti carries the burden here 
with a couple of tunes from the pic- 
ture, while Stockwell socks with sev- 
eral pops. Vibrant pipes and nifty 
appearance, 

Dansonettes also serve to intro two 


other acts, Perry Twins and Parker 
3ros. (2). Intro for latter is a mir- 
ror number, while that for Perry 


Twins is a snappy tap. Parkers are 
about the smoothest here in 
moons. Perry males elicit rounds of 
applause with their sophisticated tap- 


acros 


ping. 

Joe and Jean McKenna _ offer 
knockabout adagio. Gali-Gali, here 
for second session, varies illusion 
nicely and continues his clever pattes 
to go over easily, 

Overture by Sam Jack Kaufman’: 
house orchestra features Frank Con- 
nors, tenor, in medley of Mother 
Day songs, including nice work on 
The Rosary.’ 

Biz fair at early evening she f 
Gay (6), 


| time getting 


hay | 


| 


contro) 


seri- | 
recep- | 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Mav &. 
Wayne King’s orch, Gower & 
Jeanve, Bob Neller, Ames & Arno, 
King’s Choristers (9), Dave Broudys 
house orch; ‘I Met My Love Agaiw 
(UA). 


- 





It's taken Wayne King more than 
two vears to get here since he first 
signed a contract with the WB de- 
luxer in February, 1936. All due to 


repeated postponements. Unit's high 
class every minute of the hour-long 


route and socks from the first flash 
on. King plays no small part in 
this, for hes a genial, self-effacing 
maestro with a million bucks worth 
of personality Hle never tries to hog 
things, giving his specialty acts lib- 
erties few other maestros would al- 
low. But it’s a smart move because 
turns with King are all in the groove. 

King’s style is a pleasure after the 
recent swing deluge her Although 
he’s known as the Waltz King, he can 


mix 


‘em up without ever nodding t« 


the jitterbugs. Arrangements are 
all gauged for his soft strings and 
<weet-sounding brasses Also cuar- 


ries a vocal group, the King’s Chor- 
isters (six men and three femmes), 
who're on an upper deck behind the 


stand, and who heighten several 
numbers, particularly the grand 
‘Rosary’ near the close. 

First of the three acts with King 


is Gower and Jeanne, who epitomize 
grace, charm and class with their 
smart ballroomology. Smack three 
routines, winding up solidly with an 
original, good-looking cake-walk. 
They're both youngsters and should 
be among the topnotchers in a couple 
of years. 

Bob Neller (New Acts) mops up 
all the way with ventro turn, cashing 
in on the Bergen vogue, but with 
enough on the ball himself to win 
favorable comparison to the peer of 
the voice-throwers. Ames and Arno 
finish by tying things into a 
with their hoke ballroomology. It's 
their third visit to this spot and they 
improve each time, having tough 
away. Applause ran 
right into middle of King’s next 
number at show caught, the maestro 
interrupting the piece to bring them 
back for several more bows. 

King goes over big when he intro- 
duces his 12 men individually. His 
individuality likewise extends to a 
rigid rule of no featured vocalist. 
Unit's set and lighting good. Dave 
Broudy’s house band in the pit again, 
doing as an overture selections from 
‘Three Musketeers,’ with ‘The Don- 
key Serenade’ also featuring. Cohen, 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Embassy’s news is better than av- 
erage this week. Pathe opens with 
interesting clips on the Norman 
Thomas ‘kidnaping’ in Jersey City. 
Follows with ship’s news luminaries, 
Jap air raid reeled, but gen- 
erally militaristic note is light. 
Pulitzer prize winners’ nose-bag and 
a light comedy twist on England's 
Shakespeare Festival, with George 
Bernard Shaw expostulating, also of 
interest. CBS gets a nifty break for 
preem of its new Hollywood home, 
along with shot of William S. Paley, 
the prez. William Green and John 
L. Lewis fairly dull stuff. 


Metro’s five insertions start off 


_with a bang, visualizing a resume of 


} 


G-Men activity, which suggests the 


inadvisability of limiting depart- 
ment’s funds, A yacht race, an 
amusing solo billiard exhib, bride 


fashions and so-so horse race come- 
plete Leo’s contribution. 


Fox opens motorcade at 
World’s Fair with Grover 
reeled, too, Followed by California 
family of vegetarians (raw) with 
prescribed exercisers by aged father 
of brood, Australia’s ox-cart shipping 
of wool, kid boxing match (better 
than most), Mt. Rainier skiing, Penn 
relay and War Admiral’s pacing 
practice. President Roosevelt fish- 
ing, mass hoop race by Wellesiey 
college girls, a Hawaiian beauty con- 
test and glimpse at ex-Kaiser Wil- 
helm’s marrying kin are best. 

Pair of Lew Lehriots, aquartum 
oddities and comicking for kids in 
Philadelphia are good. Paramount 
gets Holland's try for merchant ma- 
rine glory, a new transatlantic liner, 
Erin’s pact with Britain, makeshift 
hat fashions, costing 25c apiece, 
made from vegetables, kitchen ap- 
purtenances, ete., and submarine 
diving tests. Latter same stuff ceen 
in Warner’s ‘Submarine D-1’ recent- 
ly, with New London, Conn., back- 
ground, Old Texas woman celebrat- 
ing her birthday with family of 245 
Jap girls donning western headdress, 
a dust bowl storm and cyclone vivid- 
ly portrayed, Late John D. Rocke- 
feller’s art gift of a transplanied 
church finales Par’s neat collection. 


Nn. ¥s 
Whalen 


Viversal offers soldier’s day in Mex- 
ico, French air stunters, Rumar 
King Carol visiting stricken area: 

ntest for Miss Cuba, good gvrunters’ 
groveling match and fire-tower man- 
euvers, latter a thriller. France's 
colonia! fete colorful and rebu:ld- 
ne of summer worden bridze €« 
neuth Niagara (dismantled every 

ter) catch on. Good taugh a 
Mussolini corner-stouain™ Looks over 
bi shor shoulder to see how muci 

ney peech ha tor n, maki die 
2Ccires. O28 Biz annoyalce, ii 


knot 
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Managers Readying Protest Against 
WPA’s Bway Invasion; Cite ‘Pledge’ 


won + 


Managerial protest against the 
WPA theatre project encroaching on 
the Broadway legit theatre district 
has been distributed to the various 
producers for signing. It is charged 
that the invasion is a ‘violation of 
the original pledge’ of the WPA 
founders. Managers ‘therefore ask 
that the Federal Theatre withdraw 
from and remain outside the theatre 
zone in Manhattan, as originally 
promised.’ 

Showmen point out that the WPA 
project not only paying wages 
under the minimum union scale for 
commercial theaires, but is also sub- 
sidized by the government and 
‘therefore 
to an industry sorely pressed by high 
taxes, also costs of production and 
operation.” Managers say they are 
in sympathy with the WPA aims as 
a relief organization and appreciate 
the valuable work it has done in that 
direction, but believe 
stepped the mark. 

Protest was the result of the WPA 
taking over the St. James theatre, 
which is in the heart of the legit 
zone. Relief people claimed there 


is 





Switchboard Boom 


Girvan P. Higginson, wealthy 


theatre enthusiast who  pro- 
duced the brief ‘Eye on the 
Sparrow’ at the Vanderbilt, 


N. Y., last week, had six switch- 
boards backstage, though the 
play called for ordinary elec- 
trical equipment. He specializes 
on stage lighting. 

‘Our Town,’ at the Morosco, 
N. Y., uses five switchboards 
because of the spotlighting re- 
quired, Similar additional elec- 





offers unfair competition | 


trical apparatus is also used in 
Other bare stage shows, includ- 
ing the Mercury ‘Julius Caesar.’ 


BALALAIKA AT 











it has over- | 


had been no formal complaint and | 


that occupancy of the house was on 
a month-to-month basis. There were 
hints of damage action if the leasing 
arrangements were interfered with. 

That indicated a split in the view- 
point of some managers, who seek 
all the coin possible from theatres, 
whether through 
from commercial showmen. Under- 
stood therefore that the present pro- 
iest will probably not be handed to 
managers operating theatres, but 
primarily to producers ‘who create 
the bulk of 
American theatre.’ 

According to future plans, WPA 
will not use the St. James after sum- 


mer, since the house is to be used 
next season by Maurice Evans for 
his projected repertory company. 


When WPA first started operating in 
the theatre district it was agreed to 


the relief arm or | 


the product of the | 


London, May 4. 
Gilbert Miller is dickering to pre- 
sent ‘Balalaika’ at the Center thea- 
tre, N. Y. Show will be done in 
conjunction with Associated Theatre 


| Properties and Eric Maschwitz, and 


| will be produced in the fall. 


Originally it was intended to be 
done by the Shuberts. They had an 
option, but allowed it to expire. 


Metro, which owns the film rights, 
plans Balalaika’ as a 1938-39 release. 


‘Pins and Needles’ 
Record 15 Shows; 
Philly Union Coel 


remain north of 53d street and south | 


of 40th street, but there were excep- | 


tions. Protest is expected to halt 
possible further plans to encroach in 
the district. Producers prefer that 
the project should operate outside 
the borough of Manhattan entirely. 


MEMPHIS WILL COPY 





ST. LO0’S MUNY IDEA 


City fathers of Memphis will emu- 
Jate the St. Louis Municipal Opera 
with a local summer yodeling ses- 
sion of their own, according to pres- 
ent plans. Committee of local news- 
paper men, civic leaders, etc., were 
in New York last week making ar- 
rangements for city-angeled canary- 
ing. 

Shows would be housed in the 
newly-built outdoor  shell-theatre 
and start around June 1. Would em- 
ploy same system as famous counter- 
part with name guests and local 
choruses. 


Locust Theatre, Philly, 


Pacts for House Band 


Philadelphia, May 10. 

Three months of picketing by the 
musicians union ended at the Locust 
theatre last week with the inking of 
an agreement for a house band. 
Theatre. which is now playing ‘You 
Can't Take It With You,’ had refused 
to use musicians at all. New binder 
is similar to that at the Forrest. Six 
tooters will be employed in the pit 
for straight shows and 12 for musi- 
Cals, 

Leo Carlin, 
Theatre Corp., 
the house. 


of Modern 
pact 


secretary 
signatured for 


——E 


‘WHIRLPOOL’ ON B’WAY 
Hollywood, May 10. 
Manny Seff and Sidney Biddell, 
screen writers, are dramatizing the 
David Lemson novel, ‘Whirlpool.’ 
Play is scheduled for legit produc- 
tion on Broadway next fall. 


Record 


was played 


number of performances 
last week when 


| the Labor Stage, small house on 39th 
i street, N. Y., formerly called the 

Princess. Intimate revue sponsored 
| by the International Ladies Garment 
| Workers’ Union used its second and 
| third companies, the No. 1 troupe 
playing out of town. Show went on 
twice daily, including Sunday, with 
9) performance given in between 
|; matinee and night. 
| While the union insisted that 
|amateurs drawn from shops and of- 
| fices in the garment center. Nos. 1 


ithe third company about to do so. 
Equity limits performances to eight 
times a week, unless extra pay is 
given. In the case of ‘Pins,’ one 
troupe played seven performances 
and the other appeared in 


tional pay, too, so that ‘Pins’ appears 
to be the only show which has been 
able to operate on that day at a 
profit. Understood most of the play- 
lers receive the minimum wage of 

weekly, $35 applying to chor- 


$40 
isters. 

Last week’s gross topped $10,000, 
which indicated that some perform- 
ances did not sell out. Even with 
the double payroll. however, the re- 
sult was satisfactory. 


M a y 


ae 


Philadelphia, 10. 


| ‘Pins and Needles,’ which ended a 
three-week stand at the Chestnut 
last Saturday (7) got very little 
break from the local musicians union 
despite its labor character Although 
‘Pins’ employs only two pianists for 


its music, it was forced to pay full 
scale for 11 men. Nine drew their 
coin without lifting a bow. 

House contract with tooters call 


for 12 men. but the salary of one was 
conceded as a friendly gesture by 
one union to another. International 
Ladies Garment Workers union, pre- 
center of the revue, is a CIO outfit, 
while the musicians are AFL-affili- 
ated. However, the ‘Pins’ players 


are Equity members, which also 


brings them under the AFL banner. ; 








CENTER IN R. C.? 


‘Pins | 
land Needles’ was given 15 times at | 


its | 
|people join Equity, the actors are | 


Stagehands Election a Surprise: 


j}and 2 troupes entered Equity, with | 


eight. | 
° ° ' 
Sunday performances require addi- | 
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TENTATIVE PLAN 
UF THEA, LEAGUE 


Somewhat Similar to For- 
mer NRA _ Regulations, 
but Is More Severe—Will 
Not Be Adopted Unless 
All Managers Agree— 
Actors’ Association Would 
Grant Basic Contract in 
Return — Draft Sets 75c 
and 50c Maximum Fees 


‘ENFORCEMENT FUND’ 


Although the proposed code of the- 
atre ticket conirol described as 
purely tentative, the League of N. Y. 
Theatres has manped out the most 
stringent regulations yet considered. 


1s 


Plan has been submitted to the 
league’s manager-members, also 


Equity. Each member of the asso- 
ciation council], whether in the city 
or on the Coast, will receive a copy. 

Manager-actor deal is the outcome 
of a resolution of the American The- 


|atre Council to lower ticket premi- 


ums. Equity promised it would make 


no changes of policy for one year if | 
| the managers put in a ticket control 
| plan, 


League states that such an 
agreement is to be a basic one, with 
Equity, however. Managers have 
been asked to express their opinions 
of the code tomorrow 


is Satisfactory to 
signatories. 

There appears t 
of opinion over the 
proposed rules. In some quarters 
showmen say there are so many re- 
strictions applied now, what with the 
increasing union regulations, that 
they may hesitate to go further, Pro- 
posed control plan is along the lines 
of the former NRA legit code which 
failed. New setup is a much more 
severe document, however. 


that 


be a difference 
feasibility of the 


Conceded there are ticket 
be curbed. 
is blamed for excess charges and 
would be ruled out entirely by the 
new code. Agencies would not be 
permitted to charge more than 75c. 
over the established price for lower 
(Continued on page 48) 








CONTROL CODE 





4 





to | 


(Thursday), | 
but in so doing the showmen will not | 
be obligated until a final draft of the | 


| plar | Aug. 1, after which 


prospective | ‘ 
| will be granted and permanent offi- 


|cers elected. 


lagers will 


| shows, 
| abuses and that high prices should | 
Practice of making buys | 


No Opposition Ticket for Equity 


Election; Foresee Quiet Mee! 





It Was Dynamite 


It was thought that the prob- 


lem of blasting in the Sixth 
ave. subway had been taken 
care of during the debut per- 
formance of the San Carlo 
opera at the Center, N. Y., last 


Thursday (5). Charles Burke, 
of the company, and Sid Gold- 
man, house manager, put the 
fix on with the contractor. 
Latter was told the curtain 
would ring down at 11.25, but 
the performance was late and 
the booming finale accompani- 
t rocked the building. 











TMAT CHAPTER 


OPEN ON COAST 


Los Angeles, May 10, 


Local chapter of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agenis and Treasurers 


union, affiliate of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, was organized here 
last Thursday night (5) with Murray 
Pennock as representative in charge, 
pending the election of officers. 
New local, covering Southern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona, subject to 
complete jurisdiction of the national 
TMAT pending the annual election 
local autonomy 


1S 


Closed shop for 
or other types of ements, the- 
atrical and studio pre 
treasurers, box office men and ticket 
sellers will be declared June 1. 
Minimum wage for theatrical press 


managers of legit 
ainu 


|agents Uegit) under the new setup 


will be $150 per week, with assist- 
ants drawing $75. Legit house man- 
be paid a minimum of 
$100 a week. For traveling dramatic 
company managers pay will 
be $125, and for musicals $150. Mini- 
mum scale for house treasurers will 
be $75. 

Pennock and Jack Pierre, veteran 


| legit manager, were named as dele- 


gates to the Central Labor Council, 
in which application for membership 
has been filed. 


Anstett Defeats Brennan 2-to- 


Upsets marked the annual election 


Sunday (8) of Theatrical Pro- 
tective Union, better known as Local 
No. 1, International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes. New York 
stagehands supplanted their six-time 


LNe 


president, James Brennan, by a two- 
to-one vote. Total ballots for the 
new leader, Robert Anstett, were 
placed at 864, with Brennan getting 
only 444. Size of the majority was 
a surprise to working deckhands a 
was Anstett’s win, Brennan having 
been figured to repeat 

It appears there was an undercur- 
rent of dissatisfaction among mem- 
bers without 100s and those on re- 
lief, but the union's leaders under- 
estimated that feeling. Tipoff came 
when three of the four candidates 
named to oppose Brennan failed to 
file acceptances, making it a two- 
man contest. Even then most stage- 
hands in the legit end did not think 
Anstett had h chance ywever, 

Plenitv of electioneering marked 
the proceedings, which were orderly. 
Among the thing mulled was a 
charge that an er circle had the 
best of it securing worthwhile 
jobs. Brennan won the’ union’s 
points in dealing with managers 
but they respected the leader for 
his adiminisirat.on and the manner 


| wage meetings. 


‘On Borrowed 


ted himself at 
He appears to have 
lost some support during the winter, 
when he favored the increased de- 
ductions from working deckhands to 
succor those minus However, 
the boost subsequently voted 
down. 

Leadership job with 
only a nominal salary, stipend being 
$500 a year, with about as much 
more for executive and other meet- 
j Brennan is fifth vice-president 
IATSE, said to carry a $6,500 


in which he condut 


JoDS, 
Was 


No. 1 pays 


inge 


of the 


alary. His term has two more years 
to go. Two business agents of No. 1 
get $100 weekly, plus expenses. Both 


were re-elected. They are Vincent 
Jacobi and Frank wderly 
Anstett property man at 
Roxy. Solly Pernick, named new 
vice-president at about the same ma- 
jority, is a with 


tant electric 
Time’ at 


to 


an 


Three elected 
are Mor: Fox 
Dwyer and Jack Case; John 
Dowell was renamed recording sec- 
retary of the Jocal. John J. Garvey 
\ re-clected financial secretary- 
treasurer, 

Relief committee of three was also 
set up, and 10 delegates were named 
the IATSE convention Cleve- 
land June 5. 


the exec 


Was 






to in 


| 
agents, 





mg 


‘ ‘ 
There will be no opposition ticket 
for Equity’s annual election, dated 
for May 27 at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Deadline for filing petitions for can- 
didates was passed Saturday (7). 

tegular ticket, by Arthur 
Byron, assured being elected, 
Bert Lytell Burgess Mere- 
dith as first vice-president Latter 
was acting president until he went 
on tour in “The Star Wagon.’ Byron, 
who a vice-president, has been 
conducting weekly council sessions 
since then, 

Indications are that the annual 
meeting will be the most peaceful 
since the militant group within the 
membership took form four 
years There was a sion 
of quarterly meetings were 
interrupted by objections from the 
floor, while the administration was 
harried by resolution proposals. 

Recently there was a rump meet- 
ing which was broken up over a 
fight about a reputed plan for tak- 
ing WPA people into Equity. Inci- 
dent aroused the preponderant con- 
;servative element and at the last 
| meeting the atmosphere was clarified 
| when the conservatives named the 
nominating committee. Since the 
|}naming of Byron and Lytell there 
has been little agitation. 

Indicated that the so-called oppo- 
| sition group had gotten most of its 
proposals accepied and for the mo- 
| ment is satisfied. Yet until the date 
|for naming other candidates had 
|been passed, it was not certain 
| whether the militants were not plan- 
| ning fresh activities. Meredith, who 
set a blazing pace after being named 
acting president, quickly founa that 
heading Equity is not an easy 
signment and he refused to recon- 
ider when asked to run for office. 
What was supposed to be the start 
of an opposition ticket turned out to 
| be the filing of only one name as 
|candidate for a replacement berth 
on the council. Samuel Bonnell aims 
to secure the one-year term as a 
| WPA representative. Regular candi- 
date is John Lorenz. 


topped 
of 


replaces 


} 


] 4 


is 





about 


ago. Succe 


which 


| 
| 
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Grisman Dickering For 
Pitt House, Opposition 
To the Nixon, Report 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 
Reports are current that the Nixon 
| Will have legit competition here next 
| season for first time since the Alvin 
became picture house four years ago. 





| Sam H. Grisman, with an eye to 
string of theatres across the coun- 
try, is known to be dickering for a 


Pittsburgh spot and has been in 
town couple of times within the last 
few weeks talking over deals with 
rea] estate men, 

Just what site Grisman could land, 
however, is problematical. Pitt, an 
old legit house, is now the Barry, a 
grind film spot, but in some quarters 
it’s believed that William Skirball, 
operator of the house, would be will- 


ing to dispose of his lease at a profit. 


| Alvin is out since it’s the Harris 
chain’s key spot; ditto the Davis, 
former home of two-a-cay here, 
which is. practically dismantled. 
Aldine, Loew film site, which has 
been dark for years, might be a pos- 
sibility were it not for bad loca- 
tion. 

Sources close to Grisman say 
Pittsburgh is one situation he anx- 
ious to crack, since the Nixon ha 
the legit field to itself and general 
opinion js that with any rove- 
ment at all in biz, the town could 
stand two jegit operations. 


the Longacre. | 
itive board | 
(re-elected), Joseph | 


| Hat 


Mc- 


Dick Bennett Directs 


rt 


tford, Con1., May 

Richard Bennett will i 
rector of the C it WPA Fede 
eral Theatre fo its forthcoming pro- 
duction of ‘Anna Cori 


10 
pe puest die 
ynnectic 


4 


tie,’ which 


went into rehearsal Saturday (7). 
Skedded for a five-day tun at the 
Avery Memorial, the play opens 
i May 24. 
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New Sirovich Bill for Fine Arts: 


More Workable, but Still Remote 


— 


Washington, May 10. 
New campaign for a permanent U. 
8. Bureau of Fine Arts was inau- 
gurated last week with the introduc- 
tion of a ‘Federal Arts Act’ by Repre- 


sentative William I. Sirovich, Demo- | 


crat, of New York. 

Approved by a subcommittee of 
the House Patents Committee, 
new measure for spreading culture 
through the U. S. is a cross between 
Sirovich’s earlier resolution and the 
Coffee-Pepper bill. 


istration arts projects to 
sided over by Interior 


a setup pre- 

Secretary. 
Hearings on the earlier leg 

were somewhat disappointing — with 


most of the witnesses testifying for | 


the Coffee-Pepper plan instead of the 
Sirovich panacea. New 
apparently is an attempt to incor- 
porate the Coffee-Pepper ideas; side- 
step the ribbing which Sirovich re- 
ceived on his own proposal and take 


care of WPA actors and artists who | 


have been yammering for something 
permanent, 

Purpose would be to ‘undertake 
and carry on, subject to the 
proval of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, such projects and activities as 
may be necessary or appropriate to 
foster, develop and encourage the use 
of copyrighted and copyrightable ma- 
terial in the creative, interpretive, 
research and teaching aspects of the 


theatre, music, literature, graphic 
and plastic arts, the dance, and the 
arts allied to the foregoing, and to 


conduct the projects and activities | 
transferred to it under Section 3 of | 
this Act, and such other functions as | 


may be imposed upon it by law.’ 


Representing a complete reversal | 


from the Congressman’s former stand, 
the new Sirovich bill contains none 


the | 


Would transfer | 


workers on Works Projects Admin- | 


islation 


resolution | 


ap- | 





° 


Yiddish Actress Bkpt. 


Jennie Goldstein (Groll), Yiddish 
actress-manager of the National 
Theatre, on New York’s lower east 
side, filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
Saturday (7), fixing her debts at 
$9,281 and no assets. Miss Goldstein 
is wk. as a star of the 
tre in New York and connected with 
a family long associated with the 
theatre, backed several shows during 
the past three years at both the 
| National and the Prospect theatres. 








Yiddish thea- | 


Listed among the creditors are 
three authors for royalties. All| 
their claims are filed through Ed- 


| ward Moscowitz, attorney. Play- 
wrights are H. Jacobowitz-Zvir, who 
javers $1.,500 is due him on his play 
{produced at the National; Leon Ko- 
ibrin, also an author, wants $300 for 
| royalties and a promissory note given 
| by Miss Goldstein. Chain Lieberman 


| demands $270 for his play produced | 


jat the Prospect. 





| 
the present ses- 
are believed ex- 


| for action during 
|sion of Congress 


itremely remote. 





Protest against cutting Federal Art 


| Project salaries to $1,000 and support 
|of the Federal Arts (Coffee-Pepper) 
bill, were expressed in resolutions 
adopted Monday night (9) at a mass 


| meeting at Mecca Temple, N. Y., at- 
tended by 2,000. Arthur Byron, 
Equity candidate for president, was 


chairman. Texts of the resolutions 
| were telegraphed to President Roose- 
velt and Harry Hopkins, WPA Ad- 
ministrator. 

Speakers included Morris Watson, 


of the flowery language which made | Of the Newspaper Guild; Fred Birn- 


the earlier resolution fair game for | 
every feature writer in the capital. 
No mention of radio, for instance, as 
‘the handmaiden in modern days of | 
the muse of music, speeding her har- 
monies and melodies through the air 
to many millions of American homes.’ 


Despite the more practical aspects | 


of the new proposal, 


any prospects 








| bach and William Feinberg, of the 
American Federation of Musicians; 
| Vincent Jacoby, of the stagehands 
union; Rockwell Kent and Martin 
| Popper, counsel for the WPA Arts 
Unions Conference. General tenor 
| of the speeches was that the arts 
projects’ personnel 
‘cut but enlarged, 


Inside Stuff —Lesit 





Salary claims of actors dating back to the Shubert receivership are 


about cleaned up. Payoff to Equity, 


ered a period of more than five years. 


which made the disbursements, cov- 
Claims amounted to $24,000 and 


were filed by players in ‘Alison’s House’ and other shows operated by the 


Shuberts. 


elected to pay the actors personally, 


Referee verified the claims but recovery 
have been forced because of the receivership. 


would probably not 
However, Lee Shubert 
it is understood, and checks for $125 


weekly have been regularly received by Equity. 


‘Alison’s House,’ which was put on 
zer prize. Shuberts brought the pla 
which guaranteed a road tour. 
of slim business. 


by the Civic Repertory, got the Pulit- 


y uptown from 14th St. under a deal 
Latter 


was curtailed, however, 


— es 


‘All the Living,’ 


which closed Saturday 
have made the grade, but the backer 


(7) at the Fulton. 


s wanted to get out and no more coin 


was forthcoming. Production cost around $20,000 and it is estimated the 


operating red in seven weeks was $7 


.000 additional. 
earlier it might have meant the difference between a succes 


Had the drama arrived 
s and a flop. 


It was Chryl Crawford's first presentation after having abandoned John | 


Cecil Holm’s ‘Four Cents a Word’ 
John Stillman, Jr., was her 


in ‘Dead End’ and ‘Yes, My Darling 


during rehearsal earlier 
principal associate. 
cluded Jacqueline Logan and a Mrs. Spencer who profited by investing | 
| about 
| $675,000 has been this season. 


in the season. 


Others interested 


Daughter.’ 





Quick decision to yank ‘Gentlemen Need a Shave’ after its Baltimore 
debut last week had the accord of Charles Washburn, who wrote the show 
Whether it will be tried again next season is prob- 


with Ben S. Gross. 


lematic, but is claimed there are several nibbles for the picture rights. 


Number of people around show business with a yen for managerial earn- 


ings had pieces of the play. 
‘Lady at Large,’ 


Boston showings. 


a Shubert production, which was also listed for late 
spring entry on Broadway, likewise 


called back after 


Girvan Higginson, who made his debut as a manager last week with 
at the Vanderbilt, N. Y.., 


‘Eye on the Sparrow,’ 


in- 


New Haven and 





should not be} 





because | 


| 


N. Y., might | 


Shows Out 


‘Once Is Enough,’ first known as 
‘Half a Loaf,’ will close at the Miller 
| next Saturday (14), after playing 13 
| widen. English comedy drew smart 
patronage and until recently aver- 
aged better than $11,000 a week. 
Total gross for the run will be about 
$140,000. 








ONCE IS ENOUGH 

Opened Feb. 15, 38. Mederate 
Opinions greeted this the morn- 
ing after. Atkinson (Times) 
saw it as a daintily tedious play. 
Watts (Herald Trib) said it was 
so engaging that many won't 
stop to consider there isn’t much 
play to go with it. Variety 
(Ibee) said ‘Should play well 
into spring. 











‘All the Living’ stopped at the Ful- 
last Saturday (7) It played 
seven weeks. Despite the play’s un- 
disap- 

first 


ton 


theme, business was 
Around $5,000 for 
that level. 


usual 
pointing. 


weeks; then under 





ALL THE LIVING 

Opened March 24, ’38. Critics 
called it depressing, but nicely 
done. Brown (Post) said it was 
anything but a jolly evening. 
Lockridge (Sun) ‘Absorbing and 
a little disturbing.’ Variety 
(Ibee) ‘Lateness of arrival 
should not crimp its chances.’ 











Lot’ 
Saturday 


weeks 


‘Schoolhouse on the 
out of the list 
after seven 
tried 
performances without 
Claimed 


dropped 
(7), also 
Hollywood 
night 
favorable re- 
profit at 


comedy several Sunday 


sults. yperating 


$6,000 until last week, when business | 


dropped too much. 





SCHOOLHOUSE ON THE LOT 

Opened March 22, ’38. Trio of 
opinion types greeted this, good, 
bad and indifferent. Whipple 
(World-Tele) said it was good 
to relax and laugh, and it af- 
forded many opportunities. 
Mantle (News) called it dis- 
tastefully and explosively dull. 
Watts (Herald Trib) said it has 
its points. Variety (Abel), ‘Too 
thin for Broadway longevity.’ 











‘Eye on the Sparrow’ was a fast 
fold Saturday (7) at the Vanderbilt. 
Played only seven performances, 





EYE ON THE SPARROW 

Opened May 3, ’°38. Critics 
didn’t pull their punches in 
giving this the gong. Mantle 
(News) ‘It is all pretty futile.’ 
Watts (Herald Trib) said it was 
one of the theatre’s most pun- 
ishing evenings. 











‘The Women, 
nounced to go 


which was an- 


off at the Barrymore 


| Tecently, but continued with prices 


is the grandson of Lee | 


Higginson, of banking prominence. His uncle, Col. John Higginson, founded | 
Augustus, was an architect of Chicago 


the Boston Symphony. His father, 
and Santa Barbara, Cal. 


Young Higginson, a Yale man, was connected with 


the Lobero theatre in the Coast spot and specialized in stage lighting. 


‘Sparrow,’ 


which had a summer tryout last year as ‘The Mrs, Thomas,’ 


cost approximately $25,000 before the curtain rose, although it is an unpre- 


tentious two-setter. 





Cecilia Loftus completed her fifth and final program of impersonations 
Y., to virtual sellout attendance again. 


Sunday night (8) at the Lyceum, N. 
First of the solo appearances was at the Little, 


in capacity. 


which proved too limited 


Miss Loftus appeared in the first show which lighted the Lyceum in 


1902, as leading woman to E. H. 
Prince.’ 


man, 


Original costumes of late 
show at St. Louis Municipal Opera 
on schedule by Richard Berger. 


Sothern, 


‘Virginia’ 


who starred in 


| reduced, 


was a smash last 
| weeks the gross was $18,000 or more. | 





listed as 
(14), 
run of 72 
season 


is ‘positively’ 


| Closing Saturday when it com- 
weeks. 
and many 


| pletes a fine 


Comedy piled up a 
$1,125,000, of 


total 
which 


of 
around | 


SrOSS 





THE WOMEN 

Opened Dec. 256, 1956. One 
first-stringer expressed disap- 
proval for this Clare Boothe of- 
fering; majority liked it. Brooks 
Atkinson (Times) gave credit 
for excellent performances but 
said he disliked it. Coleman 
(Mirror) called it ‘tremendously 
funny.’ Others were in like 
vein, Variety opined ‘It should 
do business for quite a spell.’ 














Wini Shaw’s $100 Fine 


Wini Shaw, 
in 1934 for appearing in 
Revue’ on the Coast, may 


‘Shim Sham 





| statement by the payment 


(Tuesday). Actress 


| suspended because ‘Shim Sham’ was 


a non-Equity show. 
——. Miss Shaw's. reinstatement in 
will be used for presentation of | Equity will enable h to join the 
this summer. Show is planned as fifth | Screen Actors Guild, thereby permit- 
Entire dressings of jewels, props and |}ting her to re-enter pictures. Equity 
were bought last week by Brooks, and SAG have a working contract, 


costumes, originally costing $60,000, 


It | 


For Equity Membership, 


suspended by Equity | 


gain rein- | 

of a $100} 
| penalty, the association council ruled | 
‘The Smiling | yesterday 
Play by Justin Huntley McCarthy was produced by Daniel Froh- 
Possibly an additional appearance will be made this weekend. 


was | 





Ticket Code 


(Continued from page 47) 

















floor tickets and not more than 50c. 
' premium for balcony tickets. Brokers 
; would be required to sign a ‘declara- 
tion of co-operation’ and’ post a bond 
'as guarantee to abide by the rules. 
Plan could give to the league the 
right to rule an agency out of busi- 
ness for breach of the agreement, 
unless such violation be squared by 
the payment of damages. League 
would set up a= grievance board 
which would have the right to de- 
termine whether or not any violation 
of the code was made. This com- 


mittee would decide if a manager | 
were the transgressor or an agency 
{and either or both might ‘no longer 


| be entitled to the benefits of the 
code.’ 

Similarly, the manager would be 
liable to pay ‘such a sum as may be 
determined to be fair and reasonable 
as liquidated damages sustained by 
| the industry.’ Such money would be 
known as the ‘code enforcement fund’ 
and used to make investigations that 
| may be necessary to enforce the pro- 
| visions of the code. 

It is proposed to make the de- 
cisions of the grievance board final 
,and binding on all signatory parties 
and no appeal would be permitted. 
| Understood that while the agencies 
would have to file bond, managers 
| would be called on to pay, though 
‘without such a requirement. 
Taboos 

Agencies would be barred from 
|}paying directly or indirectly any 
| commission, gratuity or bonus to any 
| manager or his employees (boxoffice 
| staffs) in connection with the sale or 


|delivery of tickets. Nor would! 
|agencies be allowed to make de- 


livery charges. If any employee of | 
a manager should be detected taking 
| ‘ice,’ he would be subject. to dis- 
|missal. There is a similar provision 
jin the basic agreement between the 
managers of the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union, 
although the matter of enforcing we 
lrule is left open. 

Plan calls for each ticket broker wi 
pay the league 5 cents per ticket 
sold at a premium, each agency to 
remit such money weekly, along with 
la statement giving the number of 


tickets sold for each theatre and the | 


| prices charged. Such _ collections 
would be set aside in a ‘theatre 
ticket enforcement account’ and used 
by the league in seeing that the pro- 
| visions of the code are carried out. 
Idea of making the five-cents-per- 
| ticket collection has already started | 
a discussion. Figured by some that 


such payments would constitute an | 


| excess charge and the government | 
| would be entitled to collect half such | 
|coin. Under the admissions tax law 
|'any money accepted by managers 
jover the printed price must be split | 
| 50-50 with the tax collector. 

Under one section of the code un- 
‘the much-discussed buys, which 
| were out during the NRA. Other is 
| the ‘p.m.’ practice, that of the man- 
|ager paying agencies a commission 
‘or fee for selling tickets. That 
done at times for 
not faring so well, but some man- 
| agers feel that such practice tends 
to affect the sales for other presenta- 
tions. It is a point that will probably 
|also result in a distinct difference of 
| opinion, 
| There also appear to be different 
| Views on Equity being injected into 
‘the ticket situation. Proponents of 
‘the plan, however, say that show 
| business cannot be stabilized unless 

there is a working agreement be- 
| tween the managers and the actors 
| association and that the idea origi- 
|'nated with Equity. Indicated that 
, the plan was made stringent with the 
/expectation that such clauses could 
| be thoroughly digested by managers, 
| who are asked to make suggestions 
for possible changes. 

Ticket brokers generally appear to | 
be fed up with what is claimed their 
| worst season. Whether the plan | 
would eliminate the 
custom by patrons with coin demand- 
'ing the best in the house at short 
notice remains to be seen. 
custom, along with buys, probably 
accounts for excess charges more 
than any other factors. 

Theatre treasurers for the most 
part believe buys are not necessary, 
while the brokers say it is _ in- 
| creasingly difficult, if possible at all, 
to operate to a profiit at the 
premium limit. principally 
the volume of tickets sold in agencies 
has greatly decreased over the num- 
| ber so disposed of seasons ago. 


is 





fair practices are set forth. One is | 


shows which are | 


New York | 


That 


75c | 
because | 


—-———_—— 


With the Hayloft Histronics 


+ 


Skowhegan, Me., May 10. 

Melville Burke is returning to 
Lakewood for his eighth summer as 
director of the Lakewood Players, 
Season is scheduled to open May 238. 

Players who are returning this 
season include Grant Mills and Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Byron. 





‘Honey’ First at Dennis 
Dennis, Mass., May 10. 

Raymond Moore’s Cape Playhouse 
opens its 12th season June 27 with 
‘Honey,’ a new play by Ward Greene, 
starring Mary Brian and featuring 
June Walker. ‘Honey’ is a comedy 
about a large southern family of re- 
| duced circumstances, living in 
| Brooklyn. 
Miss Brian is signed for 
| 10-week season at the Playhouse. 
Max Gordon interested in the 
piece for possible Broadway presen- 
tation in the fall. Arthur Sircom re- 
turns as director for second season. 

Sylvia Sidney has been penciled in 





the entire 


is 


for starring role in ‘Pygmalion’ for 

|week of July 11. Richard Aldrich 

will co-produce with Moore. 

| Elissa Landi to Elitch 

Hollywood, May 10 
Elissa Landi has shifted her straw- 


hat activities to the Elitch Gardens 
in Denver. Original plans called for 
a summer season at the Players the- 
atre in Clinton, Conn. 


Latter house, newly built at a re- 
puted cost of $350,000, is dickering 
iwith Hollywood agents for film 
names, 

Strawhat Warmup 
Hollywood, May 10. 


Diana Gibson treks eastward next 
|Sunday (15) for a summer of stock 
at Mount Gretna, Pa., before opening 
| in September in a Broadway play. 

Show, still untitled, will be pro- 
; duced by Sam H. Harris, with a try- 
out in Baltimore. 





1 
Follows Brother 
Lynchburg, May 10. 
Virginia Calvert, socialite of the 
Warrenton horsey set, has signed for 
a strawhat season with Abingdon’s 
Barter theatre. 
| She’s a sister of George A. Calvert, 
Jr., member of one of the ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You’ casts. 
St, L. Strawhat Sked 
St. Louis, May 10 

Gordon Carter, technical director 

and scenic designer of the St. Louis 
Little Theatre, has been elected 
president of the Civic Theatre of St. 
Louis, Inc., local strawhat dramatie 
organization which has selected a site 
at the Sebago Club in St. Louis 
County for the four al fresce plays 
to be presented this year. Hanns 
| Kolmar is vice-president, William 
Cook is secretary and treasurer, and 
Gordon Sommers business manager. 
| Site for the theatre will accommodate 
| 800 and is only 10 minutes drive from 
this city. 

Sked calls for the presentation of 
| ‘Penny Wise’ July 6-9, ‘To Quito And 
| Back’ July 20-23, ‘Volpone’ Aug. 3-6, 
land ‘Russet Mantle’ Aug. 24-27. 
Combo and amateur and professional 
talent has been enlisted in the move- 
ment, the first of its kind here. Sea- 
son ducats are being sold at $3.50 
| and the theatre will be scaled to $1 
for single admissions. 








Musicals at Hershey 
Hartford, May 190 

Fran Conway, who has been pro- 
ducing, directing and m.c.-ing shows 
at the Club El Morocco here for the 
past 18 weeks, moves to Hershey 
Community Theatre, Hershey, Pa., 
where he will produce and direct a 
series of shows between May 26 and 
September 15. Last year he directed 
shows ai that house. 

First production will be the mu- 
sical comedy ‘Sally,’ with Marion 
| Dale and John Barker in the leads 
| This will be followed by ‘The Choco- 





| late Soldier’ and ‘Irene.’ Conway is 
; assisted by Harry Krivit, who will 
| handle all outside matters. Paul Sol- 


} . 
lenberger operates the house, which 


/is open only during the summet 
months. 

Present plans call for one show a 
| day with two Saturdays. 





Tamara at Central City 
Tamara has been engaged from 
July 16 to 30 by Jones and Aldrich 
for the Telehouse Night Club at Cen 
tral City, Colo., during the festival 
there, 
Nance O'Neill has been set for the 


part of the Duchess of 


Albuquerque 


in the scheduled production of ‘Rus 
j Blas.’ 
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Martin Beck's Secty. Indicted 
For Shortages, Maybe $400,000 .:28ossn's" sess: 





- 


Mrs. Lillian Saxon Schrein, secre- 
tary to Martin Beck and manager of 
the New York theatre which bears 
his name, was last week charged 
with being short more than $400,000 
in the showman’s accounts, Beck’s 
dislike of figures and his habit of 
carrying large amounts on deposit 
was said to have made the pecula- 
tions possible. 

Defendant’s cool demeanor when 
she was held under $10,000 bail and 
similingly indicated she would have 
her day in court, conformed to her 
reputed reactions when betting 
$1,000 across the boards on a long 
shot. Most times the horse proved 
to be a stiff (also ran), but Miss 
Saxon, as she was known around 
show business, never batted an eye- 
lash. Those knowing her say she 
would wager $2.000 on a race but did 
not always lose. Alleged she beat 
one bookmaker out of $10,000 and 
owes him another $4,000. It was an 
attempt to collect on markers or 
slips given the bookie that is to be- 
lieved to have led to her undoing, 

Beck was cognizant of the secre- 
tary’s penchant for the races, for he 
took her to the track a number of 
times. While he would bet a saw- 
buck on a race, she would buzz the | 
bookie’s runner and wager heavy 
coin without the manager's knowl- 











| St. Paul Aude Mer. To 


| Be Civil Service Job 
| St. Paul, May 10, 
| Local munie aud’s job of manager 


|council to be placed under civil serv- 


| ice, with exams to be held at a date | 





| to be announced later. 
| Edward A. Furni, vet showman, 


- Current Road Shows 


|at a salary of $275 per month. Furni 
|also manages the Randolph, nabe 
| house, on the side. Gist of the coun- 
|cil’s action was that it felt Furni 
should be set into the job perma- 
nently, since he’s the first one to put 
don), Forrest, Philadelphia. the former white elephant solidly 
‘Golden Boy,’ Biltmore. Los into the black column. 
Angeles. acl iipaciaitelcentag oan 


‘Lady at Large’ (Margot Gra RIGHT T0 MOVE 


Week of May 38 
Abbey Players, Hanna, Cleve- 
land. 
‘A Doll’s House’ (Ruth Gor- 


hame), Plymouth, Boston 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Shubert 


Boston. 
‘Room Service,’ Davidson 

Milwaukee (8 T0 MUSIC BOX 
‘Star Wagon’ (Burge Mere- 

dith-Lillian Gish), National, : - 


Washington, 


Men’ will have closed. Broadway's 
Cal. (14), _ top grosser, starring George N 
w omen, Colonial, Boston. . Cohan, has an arrangement with the 
You Can’t Take It With You, 52nd street house which calls for an 
Locust, Philadelphia. unusually high stop limit said to be 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ $22,000. : It eased under that level 
Geary, San Francisco. last week. Alvin cannot profit at 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ that gross because of the 
Shubert, Newark. percentage, louse manage- 


= 


show's 
heavy 


‘ ‘4 y >? 
: You | Never Know (Lupe ment recently sought new sharing 
Velez-Clifton Webb), Grand terms. 


Opera House, Chicago. 





edge. She has a rather elaborate 
house at Neponsit, L. I, and half a 
dozen servants. She is married to 
Beck’s nephew. 

Another Charge 

Miss Saxon was subject to a second 
arrest last week on the charge of 
having copped jewelry valued at | 
more than $14,000 from Mrs. Helen 
Leighton, one of the manager's daugh- 
ters. Latter, who resides in Holly- | 
wood, had left the gems with the | 
secretary for safe keeping, but when 
she asked for them, Miss Saxon 
handed her four pawn tickets, hav- 
ing hocked the stuff for $2,600 early 
in March. On the second charge the 
bail was $100. which the defendant 
produced from her handbag. A de- 
tective told the court ‘this woman 
has committed thefts which may | 
reach $1,000,000.’ 

Beck is among the richest men 
in show business. Although the 
legit theatre on 45th St. only 
legiter west of Eighth Ave., has been | 
operated successfully since it was | 
built, except for the current season, 
he made his fortune in vaudeville. 
He started as a waiter in Chicago, 
the climax of his career being the) 
build-up of the Orpheum circuit} 
(founded by Gustav Walters), with | 
Morris Meyerfeld, Jr. They built ex- | 
cellent theatres in the key cities west 
of Chicago to the Coast. He also built | 
the Palace on Broadway and later | 
unloaded it to E. F. Albee. 

When vaudeville interests were | 
combined, the Orpheum and Keith 
circuits were merged into the Keith- | 
Albee-Orpheum corporation, Later 
the circuits were taken over by a}! 
group headed by Joseph P. Kennedy, | 
present U. S. Ambassador to Great | 
Britain, and named RKO. Beck and 
Meyerfeld were largely interested in | 
the Western Vaudeville Managers | 
Assn., which operated in Chicago. 
WVMA did a bigger booking busi- 
ness than the Keith exchange. 

He built the Beck theatre and 
thereby entered the legit field. House 
Was erected like a fortress, steel con- | 
struction being three times as heavy 
as usual. Manager has stated that 
the property is free of all encum- 
brances and its value has _ been | 
placed at more than $1,000,000. 


Walter Armitage Out 
Of New Orleans FTP 


New Ovleans, May 10. 

Jalter Armitage, director of the 
Federal Theatre Project here, re- 
signed suddenly Wednesday (5) in the 
middle of the production of ‘Art and 
Mrs. Bottle,’ which he was directing 
and taking a leading part. Mrs. Leo 
G. Spofford, state director of pro- 
fessional projects of the WPA, said 
Armitage had been resigning every 
month or so, and ‘we've been trying 
to keep him. But this time we've 
accepted his resignation.’ 

She said it was temperament that 
is taking Armitage from the scenes 
of his stormy triumphs, denying 
spectacular rumors that have been 
Sweeping the foyers anc green room 
of all of the other non-prof 





sional 
theatres of the city. 
Armitage said le was going to 


Hollywood, where he hepes te 
nis own theaire. 


rm 





Music Box is operated by Sam H. 
Harris, who presents both ‘Right’ and 





| actress, paid heavy coin to an un-|! 


| anson, chief Works Progress Admin- 


| quiry. 


_nied that she had shelled out, but | 


‘Mice.’ 


It has been equipped with a 
new air cooling system, a factor 
which favors Cohan appearing in the 


heated period. ‘Right’ was originally 
slated for the Box, but it was felt 


| that the show's chances might be af- 
3 | fected by any number of causes be- | 


cause of its theme, so it was decided 
to use the larger Alvin and recapture 
{the production. cost.as quickly as 
| possible. Star plans a vacation dur- 
{ing August prior to touring, with 
|‘Right’ easily expected to stick 
| through July. 

No show in the history of the stage 
was accorded as much press mention 
prior to the Broadway premiere and 
its earnings were so consistent that 
it started operating on velvet during 
the winter. At t' 2 Music Box the 
'same scale of $4.40 top will apply. 

Possible for ‘Right’ to top $24,000 

weekly at that rate. 


Los Angeles, May 10. | 
Charges that Ilsa Lacoste, German 


named person to secure the lead role 
in the Federal Theatre Project's pro- 
duction of ‘Caesar and Cleopatra’ 
and complaints that other actresses 
on the project also were forced to 
pay tribute, brought Charles Gor- 


istrator investigator, here from Salt 


Lake City to conduct a formal in- chance to draw patronage. it is 


| squarely in the center of the legit 
| theatre field and the block includes 
most of the season’s standouts, nearly 
all having been awarded prizes or 
other honors. 


Goranson was summoned here by 
Col. Donald H. Connolly, local WPA 
chief, after complaints had been 
sirculated freely that Miss Lacoste, 
who in private life is the wife of 
Werner Heymann, composer, had 
kicked in plenty to a ‘man of con- 
siderable prominence in little theatre 
affairs’ in order to get the. FTP as- 
signment. 

When the play was withdrawn 
from the Hollywood Playhouse after 
its brief run, the charge was made 
that Miss Lacoste and her husband 
protested because they didn’t get a 
longer engagement for their money. 
Miss Lacoste later emphatically de- 


|away down, jumped 100%. While 

attendance has held up, the drama 
| was never figured as a holdover pos- 
sibility and the leads proposed with- 
|drawing at the end of the month 
when the season’s contracts expire. 


Shuberts and Chappell 


Nix ‘Never Know’ Score 





the talk persisted and Connolly, in 
charge of FTP in this area, demanded 
that the charges be sifted. 


Shuberts and Chappell Music have 
generally restricted the music of the 

Jean Robinson, another project new tune show, ‘You Never Know,’ 
worker, is also alleged to have told | until next fall. Broadway presenta- 
another actress on the project that! tion of the show will be held up 
she paid for her part in ‘Aladdin,’ until then because of film commit- 
and that she did not fear reports ments of Lupe Velez, who exits 
that she would be dismissed because | roadshowing troupe June 3 for the 
she had cancelled checks to prove | Coast. 
she had bought her way and the 
project officials did not dare fire her. 

Goranson and FTP execs were not 
so much interested in whether $500 
or $2,000, as variously reported, had 
been paid out by Miss Lacoste, but 
were vitally concerned in knowing if 
any project exec had accepted coin. 
If such evidence can be uncovered, 
it will lead to filing of criminal 
charges, it was staied. 


ter music fresh for the New York 
premiere and have banned use in 
hotels, by bands, on radio, ete 
Couple of orchestrations got out, but 
lawyers hopped on matter imme- 
diately. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Mary Brian, June Walker, ‘Honey,’ 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass 


Virginia Calvert, Bartew theatre 
Abingdon, Va. ‘resident comnvany). 
Cher | Crawford Nabs 2 Elissa Landi, Kathleen Fitz, Elitch 
Gardens, Denver ‘(resident company) 
—_—_—— Diana Gibson, Mt. Gretna, Pa 
While the Group Theatre outfit (resident company) 
| be i a { “cd 3ar1 © Wanle Nancy K mberly 
was vascillating, Cheryl Crawford, 2aTT ie . dvancy Kimi ’ 
f rly ‘ted with them, | Hasley Steve: Ruth Scherill, Mor- 
ormeriy associate Vill} uh ’ , . re 4 5 
\ Se ee ie nder their | tn Woodcock, Emily Deans, Victoria 
bagged two plays from und aie Schrazer, David Stevenson, Mono- 
nose, Neo-producer took S. L. Melt-' oy theatre. Chatham, Mass. (resi- 
zer’s ‘Generals Need Beds’ and | gent company). 
‘Storm Boy’ for produciion while the Susan Fox. Jessamine Newcombe, 
Groupers were pondering. Jorothy Bernard, Kathryn Givney, 
‘Storm Boy’ will be tried out at Grant Mill Ben Lackland, A. H 
Jasper Deeter’s Hedgerow eatre.| Van Buren, Owen Davis, Jr.. Kath- 
I - a ea Pa hn rew Deve [Th 
Movlan-Ros: Valley. Pa., on Labor. 2! ne Ke ve John Dre y an ver 
—. : : ented Doris Dalto Erin O’Brien-Moore 
Day weekend. Producer presen Ceorse McCready. Keenan W 
1‘All the Living,’ which closed Satur- Tom Temnvest. William Ba L 
day night (7) at the Fulton despite wood Playe Skowhe; 
favorable reviews, i ivesident company ). 


{now holds the post by appointment | 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Erlanger, 

Philadelphia. “ ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ will hift 
eaes : er" ‘ G atner ignt Will Snilt 
“Victoria sraginn (Helen May 23 from the Alvin, N. Y., to the 

Hayes), Aude, Portland, Ore. Music Box. By that time ‘Mice and | 

(9-12); Civic Aude, Oakland, , 


Another reason for moving ‘Right’ | 
to the 45th st. spot is the upped | 


‘Mice and Men’ won the critics’ | 
prize and business which had b -2n |} 


Producers want to keep Cole Por- 
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rokers, Niteries File Tax Returns 





George M. Recalls 


Recently a man sitting in the 
first row at the Alvin, New 
York, slept through the whole 
first part of ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right.’ It recalled the old Chi- 
cago Haymarket to George M 








Cohan Admission to the gal- 
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EQUITY SCOWLS 


OVER WPA 
MOVES 


Although the tense feeling between 
Equity and the WPA project in New 
York is 
tinct differences of opinion remain. 
One is the matter of transfers of 
Equity members to other ‘white col- 
lar’ projects. Another concerns am- 
ateurs on the relief outfit’s payroll. 
| Association and project heads are to 
meet this week to settle the con- 
| tentions of WPA statisticians. 
| Equity vigorously objected to the 


somewhat eased, several dis- 


‘first ‘breakdown’ list made by the | 


WPA-ers and received another sum- 


|mation which classifies all those 
whose professional standing has been | 
| questioned. Figures are somewhat 


puzzling and a clear understanding 


of the list is hampered by assump- | 
| tions which Equity questions. One | 


such claim is an agreement giving 
the project heads a 10% leeway in 
engaging amateurs, despite the prev- 


alent belief that the relief project | 


was plainly designed to aid profes- 
sionals, 

According to the WPA figures, 
there are 1,310 actors in the project 
and out of that total the pro standing 
|of 502 was questioned. Set forth 
that 87 are drama coaches as 


| to teach in community centers. That 


| activity alone is a point in dispute. | 


| Equity people doubt that WPA ever 
|jntended the project to cover that 

field. 
| agan, National head of the FTP, in- 
|serted the community school idea. 
| However, the administrators now 
| separate the coaches as not coming 
| under discussion, leaving 415 people 

| to be accounted for. 


as legitimate pros. An additional 131 
| claimed they are in unions but failed 
to prove such membership. 

| Explanation given for the retention 
of people not in unions was that ‘we 
are endeavoring to find out if they 
are professionals and waiting for a 
|definition (from Washington) of what 
is professional as applied to WPA 

Indication that if a person had 
earned his living in the theatre for 
one year during the past 10 years 

he would be regarded as a pro. 


Claimed that out of 347 people not 
in unions 196 are ‘deemed profes- | 
sionals by our standards.’ Conceded | 
that 98 are non-pro and the standing 
of 53 is not determined. Pointed out | 
that of those in the latter classifica- | 
tion ‘only 41 are white’ and that 
WPA has a ‘lower standard for those 
in the Yiddish and colored units 
Latest explanatory letter covering 
the contested figures wa ent by 
James R. Ullman, acting in t 
George Kondolf 


nce of 
A yo Val it Jil 
There a change 1 er ( 
od f tne enva ent r 
new quota of 220 people and WPA 
now holding auditior Equity sent 


35 members on relief to WPA head- 


quarters and it is expected that 
vill be taken on for out-of-town ac- 
tivities Understood the audition 
dea was decided on to eliminate the 
chances of more amateur gett ng 
nto the project. However, ve fied 
lists submitted by the stage u 
t ] t to be ample prt 
There e still seven pre ( 
ere tra ferred and wi! n | 
1 endeavoring to get 


jthe theatre project, 


signed | 


Understood that Hallie Flan- | 





Stated that 68 are members of , 
stage unions and therefore regarded | 


Without Payments; U. S. Indictments 


- 





— 


Some of the smaller ticket brokers 
in New York are reported filing 
monthly returns on admissions taxes 
without making remittances, claim- 
ing inability to pay at this time. Ac- 
tion is regarded as indicating intent 
to comply with the law. 

Delay in making payment is ac- 
companied by an interest charge of 
6°>. Brokers 
of each month and are supposed i¢ 
pay within 30 days of that time 


must file at the end 





Understood that remittances fre 

everal night clubs have likewise ot 
| been made Such taxe ire mil 

called = for ind ipply on cabaret 
check It i d that although the 

return m cnecK ere filed t 
Lne French Casino and Holl oOcoG 
restaurant when they folded, there 
a n exce of $35.000 due the col- 


lector from each spot. 


Whether other penalties Will bé« 
ought by the federal end is 
ain because of the corporate 
of the night clubs 


proceaure 


not cel 
elup 
However, a new 
slated to have been or- 
dered and if payment is not made 

arrant f 
restraint will be issued In such is 


ithin 30 day t filin i 


tances people from the Internal 
Department may 
places where the tax !s 


Revenue 
charge of 
unnaid., 
Indictments against two large New 
York theatre ticket 
ofiicials and two individual sellers 
were brought last Friday (6) by the 
New York federal grand jury If 
convicted, the defendants face long 
prison terms and heavy fines. 
Action resulted from the federal 
probe of theatre ticket agencies in 
the Broadway sector several months 
ago when a score or more were a:- 
rested for failing to obey the govern- 
|; ment’s demand for proper tax repoit 


agencies, their 


|'on the sale of theatre tickets. 

Those named in the indictmenis 
|} are the Mackay Ticket Service, Inc., 
|and its officials, Louis Shonceit and 
John Dunlevy; Leo Newman's Thea- 
tre Ticket Office, Inc., and Phil 
Guryan, president, and Sam Bloom, 
an accountant. Two indictments 
against these defendants contain nine 
counts each, four charging failure to 
keep required records of tickets sold, 
four for filing false returns and the 
remaining one for alleged conspiracy 
to defraud the government. 

Each defendant faces a maximum 
|term of 26 years and a fine of $90.- 
| 000. Others indicted are Louis Baker 
;}and Fred Pessagno. These two de- 
fendants are charged in two counts 
each with failure to keep records 
and in two others with filing false 
returns. They can receive up to 12 
years each and fines of $40,000 apiece. 


| 


‘McEVOY’S MUSICAL 
WITH ART SCHWARTZ 


J. P. McEvoy, back in New York 
after six weeks on the Coast scripi- 
;ing ‘Lucky Penny’ for 20th-Fox, 
| plans to do a musical this summer 

with Arthur Schwartz. Effort is Me- 
| Evoy’s first since the Shubert revues, 
‘Americana,’ he did five years age 
and his first with Schwartz, who has: 
been spliced almost exclusively with 
Howard Dietz in recent years. 
McEvoy is due back in Hollywood 
for two more pictures on the Zanuck 
Jot before June 1. ‘Penny,’ recenily 
completed, is Shirley Temple's next 
larrer, 


(Asterisk indicates conformity with 
Equity regulations.) 


"A 


*Playvhouse, Providence, R. I. May 
9. Al Luttringer-A. A. Spitz. 
Gregory St. Playhouse. Rochester. 
N. Y. June 15. Leonard Altobe!! 
Capitol Plavers, Armory, Hartford 
Conn. June 30. Alan Moore 
*Rebin Hood theatre. Arden, De) 


June 7 8 week Edwin Ross-R - 
ert C. Schnitzer. 
Johr Holden Plavers Mu 
Ont.. C: William Lovell 
Morristown theatre, Morristo 
ow June 10 Pegov Cleary 
Pinebrook theatre Nichol! ( 
j 2 Joe Daniel 
Summer Playhouse, Berlin, ¢ 
J 4 
Jewport ( no, Newport. F i 
July 19 week Helen Arthut 
Red Barr Locust Valley, 1 ” 
Y June 13 12 weeks. Monie 
we ery Ford 
q ard Plaver Oak BI 
MT: Julv 4. Phidelah Rice-Charies 
} } 
Esse I f Ese Lake ¢ - 
F \ July 7 
ri i } Mich Tine 
Fe ! A l fa) Lf Pal. 
€ id W Jliam O'Ne }] 
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usicians Union 
Seeks Funds For 


St. Loo Concerts 


St. Louis, May 10. 


Exclusion of $15,000 for the em- 
ployment of union tooters to play 
concerts in St. Louis parks this sum- 


mer, from the 1938-39 city budget 
passed last week by the board of al- 
jarmen, had the St. Louis local of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
considerably miffed Eiforts being 
made to have an appropriation ol 
dinanc adopted to take care of ’ 
concerts 

Al G. Schott, business representa- 
tive of the_local, said the usual rou- 
tine was followed this year in pt! 


senting the plan to the head of the 
park department who, in turn, passed 
it to the director of public welfare, 
who was expected to lay the matter 
before the Board of Estimate and Ap- 
portionment. But some way along 
the line the plan was sidetracked and 
when the $31,000,000 budget was 
passed it was found that the concert 
*m had not been included. 
declared that 
confronted with 
deficit, another $15,000 would not 
make much difference inasmuch as 
it would give employment to 31 toot- 
for 12 weeks, with pay of $40 for 
the tooters and $60 for the leaders. 
Schott also pointed out that the under 
privileged would have an opportunity 
to enjoy music without being com- 
pelled to pay for it at amusement 
parks or in theatres where bands are 
carried. Another advantage, Schott 
said, would be the employment of 
musicians who are too advanced in 
years to play at any place but in 
band concerts, 


it 
although the 
a $2.000,000 


Schott 
city 


IS 


_ 


It’s been nine years since the city 
has supported public park band con- 
certs. Several years ago the Federal 
Emergency Relief Administration 
sponsored a season of concerts. 


CLEVE. SYMPH SIGNS UP 
RODZINSKI FOR 5 YEARS 





Cleveland, May 10. 

Refuting rumors he was leaving 
Symphony conductor’s” stand in 
Cleveland for radio, Artur Rodzinski | 
signed another five-year 
which carries a rising salary scale, 
with an option for five more years. 
Rudolph Ringwall, associate conduc- 
tor for last 13 years, also re-signed 
by Carl J. Vosburgh, manager of or- 


contract, 


ganization, 


Before leaving for short tour to 


the Coast, Rodzinski lined up 14 
guest artists for the Symph’s 2lst 


season next fall. Georges Enesco and 
Albert Stoessel to be guest-batoneers. 
Special concert soloists will be Ruth 
Slenczynski, Jan Smeteriin, Adolph 
Busch, Erica Morini, Joseph Szigeti, 
Nathan Milstein, Enesco Josef Fuchs, 
Artur Sehnabel, Artur 
Boris Goldovsky and Raya Garbous- 
ova. Orchestra to play 40 concerts at 
Severance Hall. 





Det.’s Lecture Series 


Detroit, May 10 

Cornelia Otis Skinner will top the 
series of 20 Friday morning Town 
Hall lectures at the Cass theatre here 
next fall. She’ll open season Oct. 14 
with ‘Edna, His Wife.’ 

Others on schedule, arranged by 
Mrs. Nellie Peck Saunders, director. 
are Andre Maurois, John Mason 
Brown, Elissa Landi; Hector Bolitho. 
Alice Roosevelt Longworth: Denis 
P. S. Conan Doyle, Linton Wells, Dr 
Henry C. Links, Hon. Lord Strabolgi., 


Dr. A. L. Sachar, Frederick Snyder, 
Mrs. Forbes-Robertson Hale, Chan- 
ning Pollock, Edward Wecks, Dr. 


Ruth Alexander and Bertiia Harding. 


Mitropoulos Signed 


Minneapolis, May 10. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos has been re- 
en :aged for next season as conductor 
of the Symphony here. 

Soloists a 
1938-39 
% 7 
Ra 
Ballet Russe, 


for th 
Charles 
Serge 


already engaged 
season are John 
Kirsten Flagstad, 





| that 
|other offers and his work is so well 


Rubinstein, | 


will 
| Col. 


. LEGITIMATE—CONCERTS . 





Legit’s ‘Aida’ 


Detroit, May 19. 

Marking first time ‘Aida’ will 
be acted in these parts, Detroit 
Musicians Assn. is backing two 
performances of ‘Aida,’ with a 
cast composed entirely of De- 
troit Negroes, to be given May 
20 and 21 in Detroit Institute of 
Arts aud, 

English translation will be 
used. Production will have two 
pianos and an organ as accom- 
paniment, 








PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 


Curriculi Curricula 
Providence, May 








Minimum Wage 


‘e Pact Hits Cuts tn 


St. Louis Symph 


St. Louis, May 10 


Although several of 

salaried tooters in the St. Louis 
Symphony have accepted a wage 
slice for 1938-39, Sam P. Meyers, 


president of St. Louis local, Ameri- 
Federation of Musicians, has 
uniform reduction of the 90 
could not be accepted be- 
cause of the minimum $60 a week 
set by the union. Meyers’ statement 
was. made following letters sent by 
George W. Spearl, chairman of the 
Symph_ Society, to members and 
ticket subscribers, in which Spear] 
stated the suggestion that all mem- 
bers of the society’s personnel take 
a cut of approximately 5% had been 
ignored. 

Spearl stated that in view of the 


can 
said a 


tooters 


failure of the wage cut plan con- 
tracts were made with the tooters 
within the limit of budget allow- 
ances, Upping of the salary of 


Vladimir Golschmann, from $28,000 
to $30,000 for the next three years, 
in the face of the retrenchment plan, 
was explained by Spearl, who ‘said 
the conductor had received 


thought of here that an increase was 
granted to retain him. 

Pointing out that an accumulated 
deficit of $40,000 made it obligatory 
to balance the budget, Spearl’s let- 
ter stated it meant a reduction of 
about $20,000 in expenses from last 
year’s budget, after allowing for an 


increased maintenance fund of $115,- | 


000, $11,500 of which is now pre- 
scribed, and predicated no decrease 
in the earnings of the orchestra 
members, 





Set 70 Singers, Dancers, 
Comics for St. L. Muny 


St. Louis, May 10. 
Municipal Opera which opens its 
20th season in the al fresco theatre 
in Forest Park June 3, has lined up 
70 singers, dancers and comedians. 
Lucille Browning will be the only 
one of eight prima donnas who wil 


make her debut in the open air | 
theatre. Others signed are Gladys 


Baxter, Margaret Carlisle, 
McCord, Natalie Hall, 
ning, Ruby Mercer and Norma 
Terris. tonald Graham, baritone, 
appear in his original role of 
Richard Fairfax in ‘Virginia’ 
and Oscar Shaw, singing and dancing 
comedian, will appear in ‘Of Thee I 
Sing.’ 

Other headliners to appear during 
the season are Al Trahan, Bill House, 
Jack Sheehan, Frank Moulan, Eric 


Nancy 
Hope Man- 


, Mattson, George Rasely, Jack Good, 


Hal Forde, Eugene Lowenthal, 
Joseph Macaulay, 
Ethel Morrison, Mary Hopple, Vicki 
Cummings, Helen Raymond and Wil- 


liam Dollar. 


Stella Adler for B’ way 


Hollywood, May 10. 


Harold Clurman, Group Theatre 
director, is here from New York 
with several plays to submit to 
Stella Adler. 

Actress is seeking a suitable drama 
for a Broadway appearance next 
fali. 

L. A. SYMPH OFFICERS 
Los Angeles, May 10. 

Harvey S. Mudd has been re-elect- 
ed president of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Symphony Assn., sponsors of 
‘the Philharmonic. 

Other officers renamed are: Gur- 


' 


E. 
E.. 


ney 


Cc 


Newlin, Mrs. 


Toberman, 


Cecil Frankel, 
vice-presidents; 


aninoff and the Monte Carlo Mrs. Leiland Atherton Irish, secre- 


tary, and Ben R. 


Meyer, treasurer. 


Melissa Mason, | 


Re in two acts (25 scenes) by Richard 
» Eleischer, Phil H. Reisman, Jr and Comedy in three acts (two sets) by Dan 
Robert D. O'Brien; presented by Robert | Goldberg, adapted frem the French ot 
1. OF irien Music, Edward Gilmore and | yyan-Noe; presented by Mildred Todd. 
Charles KH. Farrow; dances, O'Brien, Don- | gtuged by Harry Wasstaff Gribbie. Set- 
ald LaVine and Barbara IJlam _At ing Kyederick B. Fox; at the Broad- 
Brown University, Providence, May 3-7, | phurst. N. Y¥.. May 4, "SS: $3.30 top. 
= Rudolf ..... .Donald Randolph 
i Mrs. Andvrani .Sylvia Sireta 
. . " ° . : Mr. Andrasi ...-Emile Avery 
‘Curriculi Curricula’ is a hilar-|jywais 2.0... Charles Adler 
iously funny, well-handlec satire On | Kormai ....-...cee cee eee es \. 5. Mernert | 
college life, the WPA, Hollywood's | Reswss .....-.++.++.++.- we * oe h Buloft 
~ + i j stvan ory Josep , 
rah-rah college films and the Frank- | janes **Stichard Rauber 
lin D. Roosevelts. Written by Rich- | Bela ..e.. Frank Downing 
ird O. Fleischer, Phil H. Reisman, oo akaxes en 5s eee — 
, er » 2 o 6oacne 
Ji and Robert D. O’Brien, respece- | +).,4; ne homes 
ve sons of Max Fleischer, the car- | Yail Key Jack Hasler 
toonist: the v.p. of RKO, and the * 
the: ‘al c « 4 S F es . ’ — 
ae trical , attor ney. penn: F. ‘The Man from Cairo’ looms as a 
O'Brien. It’s one of the best shows | potter Hollywood possibility than as 


turned, out at Brown University. 
Siandout is college’s impression of 
Hollywood’s impression of college 
life. RKO and Metro-Goldwyn bear 
he brunt of the attack in ‘Develop- 
ment of the Drama, from Zukor to 
Zanuck.’ It presents one-word de- 
velopments of a _ plot and_ then 
branches into Holly wood’s impres- 
sion, which includes hero, heroine, 
villain, professor, dean, and coach, 


orchestras, gin-drinking college cut- 


ups, songs by Gordon and Revel, 
super-gorgeous dance routines and 
swing 


Young Fleisher and O’Brien turned 
out some neat lyrics besides their 
writing assignment with Phil Reis- 
man, Among the hit songs by 
Charlie Farrow are ‘Living in My 
Lazy, Lazy Way, ‘Different’ and 
‘Love Has Wings.” Al Williams, Jack 
McSweeney and Gladys Chernak’s 
renditions of the musical scores are 
good, while O’Brien, Don LaVine 
and Barbara Ham dance svell. 

Malo. 


‘CANNIBAL CARNIVAL 


May 


satirical comeds 
by Herbert Hodge; 
Harvard Univ Dramatic 
Laurence Carra, Settings, 
At the Sanders, Cam- 
i, "SS. 


Cambridge, Mass.., ip 


merican premiere of 


(2 acts St s) 


the 
staged 


’ 
7 ene pre- 
sented by 
Clab 
Grima 
brid 


by 
Johnuson 
Mass., 


re 


May 
M. Clements 


Legend d 
Lee A Dimond 
Nel Miles 
Mct rea { 

‘ Polly Long 
Dorothy Ramspeck 
Walter Webster 

W. Woodward 
exander, } nor 
Patrici 
Ves, 
Pri 
Har- 
Willcox, 
Holden, 


Crabbe Peerrr.;.. 4 
Bumpus James H 
Toe Terr 
Kigbert 
Ambrose 
Kva.. 
Lovely Lady... 
Kine Buoko.... 
King Hoko.. re 
Natives Beverly 
Bell, Jane Bennett, 
Doyle, Lula Jim 
Henr Safford 
la (Galassi, Dorothea 
Richard Hartwell, 
‘rnara J Mc Mahon, 
*aul Cassidy, Thomas 
Edward Salvatore, ¢ 
iam I Theodore 
vry, W. Barr 
Paul Hatlde 
y KF. Freniere, 
Hughes 


Cole, 


son 
cooccces rely 


lLais 
Kelley, Betsy 
Patricia Sussman 
Stats, Bruce 
Westmore 
Richard 
Shrewsbury, George 
‘arl Crotty, Wil- 
Shoolman Donald 
Perry Kea William 
man, Maurice Healy, 
William Manson, Wil- 
Gerald Deakin, David Bens- 


ih 
tl 
Ni 

retta 


Ss 


“Ox 


J. v, 


Hear 
liam 
ley 


» oan 





| Written by Herbert Hodge, a Lon- 
|don cab driver, ‘Cannibal Carnival’ 
lis crude satire, whacking blunt 
bludgeons at capitalism, church and 
state. 


| An English industrialist, a two- 
faced churchman and a_eLondon 


bobby when shipwrecked on a can- | 


nibal island, attempt to transplant 
their ruthless formula of civilization 
'to this formerly happy land of care- 
|free natives. Crabbe, ‘he capitalist, 
corners the food market; the cleric 
| soothes the complaining populace 
| with hot air and the cop keeps order, 
until the natives finally rebel and 
fricassee the chiseling trio. 

| Commercially, its only value 
that it might provide the thread for 
a musical; its value to the Harvard 
thespians is that it will, almost cer- 
tainly, make their next production 


look much more worthwhile, in con- | 


trast. Most distinguished element in 


the production is the lighting 
Fox. 
'Gentlemen Need a Shave 
| Baltimore, May 7. 
Farce in two acts by Charles Washburn ! 
} and ten Gross; presented by Pierce Power 
| Waters Staged by Rowland G. Kdwards, 
| Setting Harry Gordon Bennett. \t the 
| Maryland, Baltimore, May 3, ’3S8; $2.20 top. 
Pudge Deland cscccccccccecs Nichard Taber 
ee Fe ee eee (yuy RRobertoon 
| Helen Ferguson ...... ...Klisabeth Wilde 
MEGS 4240s 620r00% William Sanders 
| Luiki O'Hara ; Simone Petitjean 
} Butch Dugan ..«-Harold Waldrive 
CAN wd 049.004.5609 600 9 6006 90644 SS DERE Tiniy 
Horace Kinright -Roland Hogue 
tiloria) Hammond -Ulita Torgerson 
} ids ‘a ‘ ee --h. J. Blankall 
| Boo Boo Hobbs Krank MeCormack 
ay a ..Dave Mallen 
Mre. Kalbfuss Hope Tandin 
Shostovoviteh ‘ , Ivan Triessult 
~ n ty Haynes Lionel Inee 
Patrolman Mulligan .. Robert J. Mullican 
Red ‘ Iy ben Laughlin 
This is the one about the press 
agent who has a heart of gold and 
a knack for getting into jams; a 
beautiful bi mb film siren, who 
beautiful but dumb fil } 


has misplaced her diary; two loud- 
talking, stupid dicks: some Broadway 
'characters who try to promote a 
night club on the cuff; a newspaper 
“uy, who comes into scene via the 
}dumb waiter, and a dog upon whose 
digestive processes hangs much of 
the play’s action, 


Story hinges upon the recovery of 
the diary. People shout, doors sre 
slammed, and the characters are 


is 





} 
| 
| 
' 
' 


| ays on 


MAN FROM CAIRO 


it’s not without its 
bright moments. However, this Dan 
Geldberg adaptation of a French 
farce in a Budapest setting — by 
Yvan-Noe, holds much that is okay, 
although the sum total isn’t quite 
good enough for lasting possibilities. 

The auspices attendant to ‘Call Me 
Ziggy’ are synonymous with ‘The 
Man From Cairo.’ Variety Chicago 
mugg Dan Goldberg, Mike Todd and 


a play, though 


the higher ¢mbellished with chorus girls, swingy | Joe Buloff as author, producer and 


star, respectively, were united in the 


former try, and while this a much 
better entry, there are certain ele- 
ments that defeat the intention. 


The first act is piquant. It’s almost 
convincing Buloff, expert farceur 
from the Yiddish legit, well nigh 
makes one believe the premise of 
his flirtation with a beautiful lady 
|in the ritzy Cafe Rudolph. He pulls 
|a Cinderella, but she traces him to 
i his very modest home where, as an 
impecunious government clerk, he 
has been playing a monthly game 
of a big spree with the 100 pengoes 
he has been holding out on his wife. 
The rest is farcical and quite funny, 
particularly with the expert aid of 
Buloff, Helen Chandler and Viola 
Roache. 

Paradoxically, despite Buloff’s fine 
performance, his dialectic mien, al- 
j; though the play of a Magyar 
flavor, never quite makes his role 
| convincing. His flowery language 


is 


l'and poetic flights of romantic chit- | 


chat seemingly sway Leni (Miss 
Chandler), but the auditor isn’t quite 
as wholly captured. Since that’s the 


basic premise, it tends to militate 
against the prime purpose of the 
play. 

Michael Todd has endowed his 


production with two handsome sets, 
both getting salvos of approval from 
the first-nighters. The lounge of the 
Cafe Rudolph and the typical bour- 
gois parlor of a Hungarian gov- 
ernment clerk are excellent concep- 
itions by artisan Frederick B. Fox. 
Gribble’s staging successfully over- 
|}comes several delicate pacing prob- 
lems, where the characters seem to 
do a bedroom farce sequence of pop- 
in, pop-out, 


It’s apparent that author Goldberg | 


did a little readjusting in the last 
; act, in order to qualify Continental 


behaviorism according to American | 
eye to| 


|}domestic standards. With 
| Hollywood, that was a good idea, 
|although it bogged down the entire 
premise of resentment by a small 
man against a stifled existence. 

' Besides the principal three, other 
| standouts are Donald Randolph, as 
{the maitre d’'hotel, Richard Rauber 
| (a ringer for Gable), Frank Down- 


ing and Ann Thomas, in a slavey 
role, with a brittle, whining manner 
| of speech. Abel. 


—_——— 


Eye on the Sparrow 


Comedy in three acts by Maxwell Selser; 
presented by Girvan Higginson. Wea- 
|} tures Catharine Doancet Staged bv John | 
M. Worth At the Vanderbilt, N. Y., May 

%, °3S; $3.30 top. 
Philip Thomas....cececee Montgomery Clift 
Nancy Thomas Katherine Deane 
Freeman (40s b020 see ewes Kdgar Stehli 
Roger Santor ... Barry Sullivan 
led Strong ‘ ..Philip Ober 
Barbara Thomas, . ....( atharine Doucet 
POINC Des eviccatvuss cveawes seslie King 
Jim Wright Perce Renton 
; Restican.. rr ‘ Stiano bBragciotti 
| Florencs Atyden ....- Dorothy Francis 
(Mara errr Ts .. Francesca Lenni 
Thomas Hosea.. Kdward Fielding 
| Rent Collector..... kirnest Woodward 
First Moving Man.......cee; Lester Damon 
' Rug Man wer TT TTT .. Sandy Strouse 


| 


The Vanderbilt theatre has had 
little sustenance this season and 
| ‘Eye on the Sparrow’ will not break 
the streak. 

As ‘The Mrs. Thomas,’ it first 
bobbed up in a summer show shop, 
being then regarded a mediocrity. 
Whatever has been done with the 
script in the interval does not appear 
to have bettered it. Girvan G. Hig- 
ginson, new as a producer, had di- 
rectional troubles and what not 
during preparations, but it doesn’t 


forever running and down 
winding stairway. 

Guy Robertson, 
'singing role, has 


labors hard under 


up a 

in his first non- 
what it takes and 
> the circumstances. 


Frank McCormack garners some 
laughs and Ulita Torgerson is nice- 


looking dame. However, 
Broadway with this one in its present 


state veould be a mistake. 

Author Washburn is a legit p.a.: | 
author Ben Gross is the N. Y. Daily 
News radio editor Burm. 


i (Withdrawn after tryout booking.) 


to attempt | 


/ 
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Broadway 


[seem to have made much difference 
janyway. 

A dizzy widow, who has two 
grown children, Nancy and Philip 
returns from a European jaunt just 
as they’re moving out of their home. 
| They had been compelled to seli 
most of the furnishings because they 
had no more money. So the family 
moves to Greenwich Village, where 
it’s soon apparent that coin is just 
as necessary to satisfy the butcher 
baker and landlord. : 

Nancy takes to modeling and 
brother joins up with a radical 
newspaper, youngsters getting little 
for their efforts. A wealthy broker 
woos the girl unsuccessfully, for she 
loves an impecunious, hungry-look- 
ing young attorney. Brother goes for 
a left wing lass and gets cured quick- 
ly. Mother has her beaux, too, includ- 
ing a merchant, whom her departed 
husband had paid $30,000 for a rug 
to be made abroad. Mrs. Thomas 
on her way to raising a goodly sum 
from the rug and from the novel of 
an unbelievable German author, 
whom she brought back with her. so 
it looks like the Thomases would 
weather the recession. 

Some laughs are registered in the 
last act, but there’s a welter of gab 
in the earlier sections of the play. 
Catharine Doucet chatters through- 
out Mrs. Thomas, having some- 
thing of a field day of it, but it’s 
distinctly tiresome to those out front. 
Some others play with merit, includ- 
ing Edgar Stehl, as the faithful but- 
ler Ibee 

{Closed May after seven pere 
formances; printed for the record.) 


is 


as 


~ 
‘ 


DARK CLOUDS 


Drama in two act yy Alexander Greene 
lale; presented by I Playwrights’ Thea- 
tre Directed by Greendal At Bayes 
N | 4 May 6, gS: $V2.20 top : 
Joe Howard Fensten 
Mrs Molino Anet Arp 
Mi Molino Anthony Black 
hil Ja oa Martell 
Csi. ec. e- ».+. Robert tiardet 
Sady és Len Vail 
Mi lriedman Nathan Bradman 


Playwrights’ Theatre's first pro- 
duction fails to impress much of 
anything. Group is a cut above the 
usual run of the tryout affairs which 
jhave been seen on Broadway this 
season, but the play is not sufficient- 


as 


ly interesting to justify permanent 
commercial production. 
Fundamentally it’s a weak and 
thinly knit story, introducing two 
Chicago slum families, one Italian 


and one Jewish group, living in that 
city’s ‘little Italy.” Play develops 
episodically with inter-family squab- 
bles providing most of the action. Of 


this there is considerable, including 


a Stabbing, shooting, card playing 
squawks, fighting and so forth. Be- 
sides the conflicts among the fine 
Molinos themselves, there is also the 
complication that the three Molino 
boys are all fond in their special 


; ways of Sady Friedman who works 
in Mrs. Molino’s candy store. 
| One of these sons is a music stu- 
|dent, another an ex-con and the 
; third a kind of pseudo-intellectual, 
|but on the fringes of the underworld. 
|The gangster stabs his father, who 
jisn’t in love with his wife; Luigi, 
| the smoothie intellectual, is shot by 
|'a rival gang; and the final hope for 
anything worthwhile from the Mo- 
lino family rests on the young com- 
poser, Sady Friedman and_ her 
father, a Jewish peddler, are intro- 
duced to contrast with the Italian 
temperament. Net result is an un- 
important loosely knit play in which 
everybody airs their unhappiness, 
providing only a flyweight drama. 
Cast of seven are mostly new- 
comers, none unusually distin- 
guished, but not deserving of con- 
demnation as performances were 
fair. Direction was quite passable. 
Set was repainted from something in 
the theatre. Group is co-operative 
enterprise made up of young play- 
|wrights and = actors. started six 
months ago, and which hopes to con- 
tinue producing originals. Most of 
the actors are from Pasadena and 
other stock companies. 





Philly Summer Concerts 
Will Open June 23; Co-op 


Summer concert season at Robin 
Hood Dell, Fairmount Park, Phila- 
delphia, will open: June 23, contin- 
uing eight weeks. As before, it will 
be a cooperative venture among 
members of the Philadelphia orches- 


tra. Eugene Ormandy will baton 
the opener and Alfred Wallenstein 
, Will conduct most of the others. 
Concerts will be given six nights a 
week, with Wednesday open to al- 
low for dates rained out. 

There will be four operatic pro- 
ductions, each offered two nights, 
and several ballets, including the 
Mary Binney Montzomery troupe 


and Catherine Littlefield outfit. 
Alfred Reginald Allen is in charge 
and Charles Malloy is directing the 


cooperative committee. Dell ca- 
pacity is about 7,009. Tickeis are 
$1 and 50c., but much of the sale is 


| Via subscription, 
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Chi Has a Single Legit This Week: 


‘Never Know $20,000, ‘Service’ $5,000 


Chicago, May 10. 

Loop is dewn to a single legiter 
this week, ‘You Never Know’ at the 
Grand, while the other houses in the 
loop are shuttered. 

‘Room Service’ scrammed west- 
ward after a long stay in the Selwyn. 
It was a tough run, with the gross 
slumping after the first monih 

Nothing new is slated for Chi un- 
{il May 30, when ‘Pins and Needies’ 
is due into the Grand to replace the 
current musical 

Cole Porter tuner did well enough 


on its opener last week, with ex- 
cellent comment for the musie and 
n.s.h. word-of-mouth on the book. 
Plenty of rewriting going on over 


the script in an attempt to tighten it 
up. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Room Service,’ Selwvn_ (1,000: 
$2.75). Finished Saturday (7) and 
headed for Milwaukee and westward 
towns; less than $5,000 for llth and 
final frame. 

‘You Never Know,’ Grand (1,300; 
$3.50) (2d week). Came through 
with good gross of nearly $20,000 on 
opener; first musical in this town in 


months, and making the most of it; 
sticks for a third week. 
WPA 
‘Big White Fog,’ Great Northern. 
Colored drama 
‘Spirochete,” Blackstone. Play on 
syphilis theme getting big play on 


fine comment. 


REGINA’ $26,000, 
NORTHWEST 
WEEK 


Vancouver, May 10. 


Helen Hayes scored a resounding 
b.o. smash with ‘Victoria Regina’ in 


this area last week, piling up a total 
gross of nearly $26.000 in stands in 
Seattle, Victoria and this city. It was 
the first appearance of a major stage 
star here in years and the turnout 
was solid. Fact that the play deals 
with British royalty helped. Empress 
theatre was sold out weeks in ad- 
vance. 

House gets ‘You Can't Take It With 
You’ May 28, 

Victoria, May 10. 

Ultra-English population of Pro- 
vincial capital piled up a huge gross 
for Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina.’ 

Close to a reeord tor this house 
on one performance Thursday (5); 
$3,300, 

Seattle, Mav 10. 

Helen Hayes drew absolute capacity 
in three days here last week in ‘Vic- 
toria Regina.’ Figured the engage- 
ment set a record for advance orders. 
Mail requests began months ahead 
and the Met was clean several days 
before the opening. 

Four pertormances Monday 
through Wednesday (2-4) pulled 
capacity plus 28 extra seats in the 
orchestra, 50 gallery standees and 40 
balcony standees, the legal limit; 
$13,000 for the four performances. 

‘You Can't Take It With You’ is 
penciled into the house for a May 
30-June 4 romp. Top will be $2.30, 
including tax. 

Portland, Ore.. May 10. 

Tt looks like a gross exceding $25,000 
for Helen Hayes in five performances 
of ‘Victoria Regina.’ this week (9-12) 
at the Portland City Auditorium, 
which seats around 3.000. This is 
close to capacity biz and a terrific 
b.o. splurge for these parts. 

First two nights have been sold out 
weeks in advance. It proves again 
that the North Coast is a gold mine 
for major road productions of merit, 
either legit or inusical. 

Admish prices for 
were $2.20 to $3.30. 


‘STAR WAGON’ $15,000; 
DET. SEASON FINALE? 


Detroit Mav 10 
With the ending of ‘Three Waltzes’ 
four 
all but ended abruptly last 


Helen Hayes 


Saturday 


(7) with final performance of ‘Star 
Wagon.” Manager Harrv McKee, ot 
the Cass, is trying to line up some 
other plays for rest of spring. but 


Situash looks anything but bright at 
present 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Star Wagon,’ Cacs (1.400; $2.75) 
{single week). Finished up strong 
for $15.000, okey in view of things: 


house dark this week. 


* 


in Pittsburgh, local legit season 





et 


Road Legit Grosses 


Estimated total grosses 

last week..... $172,800 
(Based on 18 shows) 

Total 


week 


grosses 
last 
(Based on 


same 
$129,400 
14 shows) 


ANGEL’ $16,000, 
WOMEN’ 11G. 
BOSTON 


Boston, May 10. 
‘I Married an Angel’ again led the 
third final tryout 
moving the Shu- 
Announcement of 


year 














town in its and 
week before 
bert, N, Y. 
week hypoed trade for “The Women,’ 


and will stay a fourth frame to wind 


into 


final 





up road tour of this company. 
‘Lacy at Large,’ starring Margot 
Grahame, was originally announeed 


ior two stanzas, but withdrew Satur- | 


DOLLS $13,500, 


(7) after one week of floppo biz 
and Needles’ opened last 
(Monday) at the Shubert, 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Married an Angel,’ Shubert (1,590: 
$3.30). Closed three cantos of goed. 


day 
‘Pins 
night 


but not sensational biz; final week 
|}around $16,000. 
| ‘The Women,’ Colonial (4th week) 


(1,643; $2.75). Response to announce- 

|ment that it was leaving, prompted 
| holdover of one more frame; third 
week good $11,000. 

‘Lady at Large,’ Plymouth (1.480: 
$2.75). Given the faint-praise treat- 
ment by most Hub crix, and reamed 
by others; apathetic publie donated 
{no more than $1,200 for the solo 
stanza, 


GENTS SHAVED, 
STOPS, BALTO 


- —_— 


Baltimore, Mav 10. 

Fading season has stock company 
revival of ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ current with Sally Rand in 
starring role. Biz just fair. 

Preem of Charley Washburn-Ben 
Gross ‘Gentlemen Need a Shave’ last 
week at the Marvland drew season's 
weakest notices. Proposed Broadway 
try called off after windup here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Gentlemen Need a Shave,’ Mary- 
land (1,750; $2.22). Very bad play to 
pathetic gross of less than $1.000. 

‘Tonight at 8:30," Auditorium 
| (stock) (1,575; $1.11). Nice perform- 

ances by Norma Terris and Philip 
Huston, but no profit at $2,400. 


ss . 

Frisco to Open Opera 
a) ° ‘ ° , 
Season with ‘Chenier 

Opening of the San Francicso 
Opera season will take place Oct. 7 
with “Andrea Chenier.’ 

Beniamino Gigli, who returns to 
the U. S. from Italy after an absence 
of 10 years, be featured along 
with Richard Bonelli. 


will 
Wii 


‘TAKE’ 7G WEEK 
Wilmington, Del... Mav 10. 
‘You Can't Take It With You’ rang 


up fair $7,000 for its six days com- 
boed between New England and 
Delaware. 

Played the Palace, Manchester, 
N. H., Monday (2); Portland, Me.. 
Tuesday-Wednesday (3-4); Worces- 
ter, Mass... Thursday (5), and then 
swung south to the Playhouse, Wil- 


mington, Friday-Saturday (6-7) 


‘RAT’ $4,200, B’KLYN 
3rooklyvn, May 10 
‘Brother Rat’ closed its 
final week at the Majestic 
day (7). Was small hope 
third week 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat,” Majestic 1.708 
$1.65). New York company bagged 
$4,200, just about half of first week's 


second and 
here Satur- 
of it muk- 


ingg a 


tuke: show folded. 
N.C. Symph Moving 
Charlotte, N. C., May 10 
The North Caroline WPA Sym- 
phony is moving its headquarters 
trom Winston-Salem to Wilmington 


‘WALTZES’ SOUR $8,500; 
PITT’S GREAT SEASON 


Pittsburgh, Mav 

Despite sluggish close, with “I 
Waltzes’ dying miserably to wind 
the legit year at the Nixon, the house 


‘had one of its best seasons since be- 
fore the original depression. Played 


30 weeks in all, including four with 


road-show films and one with Univ. 
|of Pittsburgh musical, and grossed 
;around $340,000 on an even 25 tour- 
ing attractions. 

Tops for season went to Helen 
Hayes’ ‘Victoria Regina, which got 


more than $30,000, with ‘You Can't 
Take It with You’ (first visit) and 
‘The Women’ next in line, with $23,- 
500 and $20,000, respectivels Low 
for year was ‘Father Malachv’'s Mira- 
‘le’s’ $6,000 Three repeats were 
played, ‘Brother Rat,’ Tobacco 
Road’ and ‘Take It,’ each doin; 
socko upon return. 

‘I Married an Angel’ was original- 


lv slated to close the Nixon th 
week, but the musical was vanked 
when Dwight Deere Wiman decided 
to go straight into New York in- 
stead. House gets Duquesne Univer- 
sity’s original musical, “Tails and 


Toppers,’ Monday (16) for three day 
and then goes dark until mid-Sep- 
tember. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Nixon (2.100: 
$3.30) (single week). First operetta 
of year, and last show of season, had 
everything against it—bad notices 
hot weather and parking lot 
which brought auto traffic to 
still; opened badly and never got 
started, winding up with miserable 
$8,500, terrible for show of this 
tour ended here Saturday (7) 
only three weeks out: 


strike, 


4 , 
Standa- 


$1Ze; 
after 


PINS: $8,500, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Trying an experiment with ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ at the Lo- 


cust. House was acquired for legit 
purposes, but has had just three at- 
tractions so far—all light comedies 
without outstanding marquee names. 
First, ‘Brother Rat’ had a long run 
and made plenty of profit. Second, 


‘Room Service’ disappointed and 
scrammed after five not-so-good 
weeks. ‘You Can't Take It With You’ 


has been hovering on the borderline. 


up | 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES_ 





VARIETY 51 


Bway Season Definitely Unwinding, 


» Air-Conditioned Houses in Demand: 


Five Shows Fold, More to Follow 





Bway Legit Grosses 


Estimated total grosses 


last week.....* $217,000 
(Based on 24 shows) 
Total grosses same 
week last year $243,500 





(Base d on 20 shows) 








l 

Broadway's legit season has start- 
ed definitely washing up. Last week 
three houses shuttered and this week 
will see another two or three o1 
more follow suit. Busine geed 


with the summery weather, but Fri- 
day (6) there was a perk-up., which 
Wall Street 


Saturday, however, was a stinger at 


accompanied a rise in 


the box offices 

With the. summer lines being 
drawn, some shows regarded as likely 
to play through into the new sea- 
sen are maneuvering for the atr- 
conditioned houses which will be 


available soon. Those not so equipped 
are now in the minority, while man- 
agers generally agree that ful 


operation during the heated period is 


ucCces 


virtually impossible without the 
modern devices 

Block on 45th st., between Broad- 
wav and Eighth ave., was emphasized 
again with a combination ad of five 
offerings which won prizes of one 


kind or another. 
Town’ (Morosco), 1938 Pulitzer 
award; ‘Mice and Men’ (Music Box). 


| critics prize; ‘Shadow and Substance’ 


(Golden), critics’ topper among for- 
eign plays; ‘Susan and God’ (Plym- 


outh), Theatre Club winner, and 
/‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
(Booth), last season's Pulitzer win- 
ner. Neither “Town' nor ‘Shadow’ 
Is in an air-conditioned spot 

‘Town’ was one of the few excep- 
tions to the rule last week. that prize 
getter climbing over $13.500. While 
that level is under canacity. it is ex- 


| cellent for this time of the 


Scale has been cut from $2.75 to 
$1.65 and show will try to stick. 
This will give Philly two $1.65 , 


shows, as that’s the top of “Tobacco 


| Road,” which opened its sixth local 


|engagement last night (Monday) at 
the Erlanger. Last fall ‘Road’ was 
{taken out after two weeks while 


Season for 
a straight play. ‘Mice and Men’ held 
up fairly well. but is soon closing 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ will move down 
to the Music Box from the Alvin. 
‘Washington Jitters’ was easily the 
best of Jast week's entrants. getting 


around $12,000 at the Guild, coin 
coming mostly from subscribers. 
| Press not so good and _ holdover 
chances are doubtful. ‘Man from 
Cairo, at the Broadhurst, drew a 
light press, but showed something 
after the start late in the week. ‘Eye 
on the Sparrow’ was panned and 


playing near capacity, but manage- | 


| ment aims to hold it as long as pos- 


sible this time. House has no other 
booking. 


‘A Doll's House’ quits the Forrest 


after this week to make way for 
‘Star Wagon.’ Run will be for two 


weeks and, from present indications, 
this will be the last legiter of the 
season. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Yeu Can't Take It With You,’ 
Locust (4th week) (1.400; $1.65). 
Switched last night (Monday) from 


a $2.75 top and apparently aims to 
ride into the summer: got fairish 
$8.000 last week with some difficul- 
ties; good showing on the large lower 
floor. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Chestnut (1,- 
650; $2.85). Wound up three weeks’ 


stay; started big, but faded despite 
| strong notices; $8,500 last week 


‘A Doll’s House,’ Forrest (2d week) 


| (2.000; $2.85). Sixth and last of the 
ATS subscription series; not muc! 
general b. o. sale. but biz okay with 
subscription basis; $13,500 for the 
first canto. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Frlanger (|st 
week) (1.800; $1.65) Perennial re- 
peater here opened last night ‘Mon- 


day) for an indefinite stay. 


‘CAN'T TAKE IT’ $6,500, 
FRISCO SIXTH WEEK 


Son Francisco. Mav 10 
Legit n doldrums pending open- 
gy of Helen Hyves in ‘Victoria Re- 
gina’ at Curran theatre May 16. Sixth 
yveek of ‘You Can't Take It With 


theatre brought in 


You al Geary 


ubout the same money as fifth stanza 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Geary (1.550 $2.75) ‘(7th weeks 
Evervthing considered. certainly cunt 
complain of the $6.500 on the xth 
stanza: one more week to ge 

WPA 

‘Murder Has Been Arranged,’ A}- 
cazur (1.269: $1.10) Closed Saturday 
(7) after a two-weeks’ run: full 
houses seem to mark all WPA pre 


ductions here. 


yanked from the Vanderbilt. 

Other closings were ‘Schoolhouse 
on the Lot.’ Ritz. and ‘All the Living,’ 
Fulton. Stopping this week are 
‘Once Is Enough.’ Miller. and 


Woman,” which finally folds at the 
Barrymore three weeks later than 
announced. ‘Bachelor Born,’ Lvy- 


ceum, advertised the final week, but 
a deal is on for its continuance. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘All the Living,’ Fulton. Taken off 
Saturday (7) after playing seven 
weeks; modest business for the most 
part and could not improve. 

‘Bachelor Born,” Lyceum (16th 
week) (C-957: $3.30). Moderately 
good grosser was rated having chance 
to enter summer; down around $7,000 
last week; may stick however 

‘Eve on the Sparrow,’ Vanderbilt. 
Was taken off Saturday (7); played 
seven performance 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (28th week) 


(C-1,000; $3.30). FEased off further 
vith field, but still operating to 
weekly profit; last week's tukings 
lightly over $10,000. 

‘Hooray for What,’ Winter Garden 
(24th week) (M-1,671: $4.40). Doubt- 
ful of staying into summer; dropped 
to around $16,000 lust week; low for 


the engagement. 
‘I Married An Angel,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (M-1,387: $3.30). Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman: musical ver- 
on of Hungarian comedy: lyric 
core by Rodgers and Hurt 
irded out of town; opens 


(Wednesday ). 


und 
well re- 


ton zhi 


‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (28th 
week) (M-1.355: $440) sroadwuyv 
leader dipped nder $22,000 Jast 
week; moves to Music Box May 22 

‘Of Mice and Men.” Musi BON 
(25th week) (D-1.019; $2.75). Slightly 
eased off Jast week. but still vood 
Nith takings not fur from $10,000 

ark: one more week 

‘On Borrowed Time!’ Lonvuecre 
(15th week») (D-1.019: $3.30) Still 
in the money. but business affected 
recently: la vCek’'s tukings upprox- 


imated $13,500 


‘Once Is Enough,’ Miller (13th 

eek) (C-944: $3.30) Final eck 
English comedy fured ell enouet 
for time but ted lipping ~gfter 
Raster lightly over $7.500 le<t weel 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (+15th eek) 


(D-961; $3.30). Pulitzer 


prize wine 


+ 


Included were ‘Our } 





ner an exception; while not capacity, 
turned in another successful state- 
ment, with gross over $13,500 

‘Man from Cairo,’ Broadhurst (2d 


week) (C-1,116; $3.30). Opened last 
midweek, drawing mildish press; 
picked up Saturday; better line this 
week 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (52d week) 


(C-1,064; $2.20) Completing year’s 
run; last week’s poor going shoved 
takings down to new low unde 
$6,000 

‘Schoolhouse on the Lot,’ Ritz. 
Closed last Saturday (7) after plav- 
in seven weeks: claimed averaue 
around $6,000; dropped too much last 


week 

‘Shadow and Substance,” Golden 
(16th week) (D-789: $3.30). May seek 
air conditioned house for anticipated 
summer holdover: figured around 


$11,000 last week, under previous 
pace but still strong 
‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (329d 


weck ) (CD-1,106; $3.30). Best straight 


play grosser of season; dipped like 
most others last week: estimated un- 
der $14,000; announces five more 
weeks 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (72d 
week) (C-1,048: $2.20) Was lated 
olf twa weeks ago and now adver- 
tised definitely ending the long 


run: $8,500 last week. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (231st 
week) (C-1.107; $1.65). Others open 
and close, but this one manages t 
stick mostly because of small oper- 
ating nut; bit over $4,000 last week 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (74th week) (C-708: $3.30), 
Eased off, but over $8,000 for low 
level of run; will start second sum- 
mer and is slated for the road next 
fall 

‘Washington Jitters, Guild (2d 


week) (C-914; $3.30). Reviews so-se, 
and indications of moderate 
first week's takings estimated around 
$12.000; most subscriptions. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (5th week) 
(C-981; $3.30). Has not picked up as 
expected; last week saw business eff 


SiaVv; 


from previous; approximated $6.000. 
‘Whiteoaks,’ Hudson (7th week) 
(D-1.094; $3.20). Nights fair, but 


matinces continue to 
tendance: last week's 
to around $8,000. 
Added 
and Needles,’ 
(22d week) (R-500; 
union presentation 
companies; original 
weekly pace with 
formances 


excellent at- 
takings eased 


‘Pins Labor 
92:75). 
using 
on the 
seven extra 
rated over $10,000, 

Revivals 

‘The Circle,’ Playhouse (4th week) 
(C-879; $3.30). Started off excellent- 
ly and will enter summer period: 
business estimated around $11,000 
last week. 

‘Heartbreak House,’ Mercury (3d 
week) (CD-622; $2.20). Instead of 
alternating with ‘Julius Caesar,’ lat- 


Stage 
Labor 
several 
road; 
per- 


| ter resumes Friday (13) at Nationa): 


‘The | 


ore everal night 


first named revival drew fairly good 
figure; $6,500. 
WPA 
‘Trojan Incident,’ St. James. 
‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi, 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ Elliot. 
‘Haiti,’ Lafayette, Harlem. 


BOY WOW 156 
L.A. HOLDOVER 


May 10 

Homer Curran’s Coast production 
of ‘Golden Boy,’ which he is 
in association with Sam Grisman, 
ufter playing to three disappointing 
weeks in San Francisco, got away to 
such a smash start here that a defi- 
nite one week’s engagement was €x- 
tended for a second stanza, and may 
zo to three. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Golden Boy,’ Biltmore +¢C-1 656: 
$2.75) (2d week). One of the bivveest 
surprises of the season, with ov 
$15,000 opening week. 


WPA 


Los Angeles, 


doing 


‘Night Must Fall’ Misor 124 
week). Emlyn Williams’ psychologe 
cal drama: final week 

‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ Hollv- 


Playhouse 
‘Alison’s House,’ Mayan. Probably 
week 


wood 


folding next 


‘ ’ 
Daughter’ 4G, Newark 
Newark, N. J... Mev 10 

"4 My Darling Daughte ) its 
ccond week at the Shubert ca 
fuirly well with the aid of two-fer- 
on the weel 
offering is “You Cant Take Jt 
Vith You.’ 


«timate for Last Week 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ Shue 
bert (1.960: $1.65). Okay in iis seéce 
one eek, doing about $4,000, 
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Guild Mulls Own Prize 
Newspaper Guild is contemplating | 


giving its own prizes as result of | 
dissatisfaction with the Pulitzer | 
awards this year. Guild’s ire was, 


principally aroused by the award to | 
Ray Sprigle of the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette for his piece on Supreme 
Court Justice Black’s former mem- |} 
bership in the Ku Klux Klan. 

Attack on the story by Robert S. | 
Allen, printed in the Nation last Sep- | 
tember, resulted in threat of a $900,- 
000 libel suit. This was never filed, 
however, and in some quarters was 
calied a ‘silent suit.’ In the current 
issue of the Guild Reporter, Paul Y. 
Anderson charges the Pulitzer prize 
story is a r2write on information 
vhich appeared in the Montgomery 
(Ala.) Advertiser in 1926. 

Another award which irritated 
the Guild was the laurel to the EKd- 
monton (Alberta) Journal in connec- | 

with ‘free press.’ 


F.P.A. Goes N. Y. Post 

Franklin P. Adams, last with the 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune, resumes col- 
imning at the N. Y. Post May 23, re- | 
viving his ‘The Conning Tower.’ 

His salary as reported in 1935 
was $21,852. He left the Herald- 
Tribune when a reduction was sug- 
gested. 

FPA is also planning to do some | 
radio work on a sustaining program 
scheduled to debut next Tuesday 
(17) over WJZ. Program is tenta- 
tively titled ‘Information Please.’ 
Clifton Fadiman will m.c. 





Tully’s Hollywood ‘Expose’ 

‘Murder in Hollywood,’ which will 
be appearing shortly in the Chi Trib 
syndicated mag section, is the in- 
side of the William Desmond Tay- 
lor murder as told through Jarnegan, | 
which means of course as told 
through Jim Tully. Story is one of 
those which have been rolling 
around for years and nobody dares 
touch, Tully wrote it in a night and 
then doubted if anybody would print 
it. Chi Trib said okay overnight. 

Syndicate pays better than most | 


name mags, pitching out $500 to’ 
$1,000 for stories running 5,000 
words. 





Pitt Post-Gazette Changes 

Inaugurating sweeping ecenomies 
in space as well as dough, Paul 
Block’s morning Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette has dropped thrice-weekly 
“Round the Town’ column of Charles 
Allard, Weekly News Digest edited 
by Charles Holstein and George Jes- 
sel's ‘Hello Mom’ daily piece, among 
others. Allard and Holstein, how- | 
ever, stick on reportorial staff, work- | 
ing on general assignments. 

In addition, sheet’s advertising de- | 
partment, only non-unionized group | 
in building, last week took pay cuts, | 
5”, for those earning under $50 a 
week and 10% for those over. To 
make up for slash, help is getting 
an extra day off every two weeks. 
Paring extending to mechanical staff 
as well, one press crew and couple 
of steretoypers going few days ago, 
with paper moving its five-star dead- 
line from 1:15 a.m. up to 12:45 in 
order-to get off the final edition run 
on time with abbreviated crew. 

Only. hardship that works is on' 
drama editor, who has little over 
au hour now to knock off his legit | 
notices. 











Philly Hikes Daily Price 
Strike of newsboys in Philly was 


averted last week by decision of | 
publishers there to hike prices from | 


two to three cents. Increase became 
effective Monday (9). All sheets in 
both Philly and Camden went along 
on the move except the tabloid Daily 
News. Tilt was not only a victory for 
the newsboys, but for the other pub- 
lishers over Robert McLean, of the 
Bulletin. McLean, who was _ just 
elected prez of the A.P., for months 


| offer to purchase the paper was pre- 
| sented. 


|eomplished in a 
| Width of the paper has been reduced 
| by lessening 
per 





One Bell 


Hollywood, May 10. 

New way to silence long- 
winded flacks was evolved by 
Doug Churchill, N. Y. Times’ 
Hollywood rep. Press agents, 
waxing too oratorical, are cut 
short by a gong, a la Major 
Bowes. 

Churchill will keep the flack- 
stopper on his desk perma- 
nently to sae time, ear drums 
and pencils. 














| widow and pay her a monthly salary 


of $1,000, and that income from a 


| block of stock left to H. A. Graybill, 
(business manager of paper, be paid 


to Mrs. Herman until her death. The | 
block amounted to one-third of the 
Star stock. t 


N. ¥. Herald Trib Stays as Is 

Huddles of the executive board of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune last week 
Save rise to fresh rumors that an 


Understood that Henry R. 
Luce, publisher of Fortune, Time, 
Life, and other magazines, is hanker- 
ing to absorb a daily and proposed 


'to buy the Trib, with the Reid inter- | 


ests deciding to hold on to the pub- 
lication, 

Trib has made some retrenchments 
lately, one cost-saving item being ac- 
novel manner. 


the number of picas 
column. In that way one roll 
of paper in every seven is saved, or 
goes onto the books as free, thus 
equalizing the increased paper cost, | 
Way has been found too for shrink- 
ing mats when necessary to conform 
to the new size of the sheet. 





Detroit Saturday Night Folds 

After 31 years of publicat.on, De- 
troit Saturday Night folded last Sat- 
urday (7) following financial diffi- | 
culties. 

Kept alive for several years by 
aggressiveness of late Harry M. Nim- 
mo and late William Orr, who fouud- 


| 


ed after leaving the Detroit News, | sue of Ken. Mostyn considered the | 
| article ‘Los Angeles Sporting Girl’ 


publication has been in 4ifficulty 
since death of Nimmo a year ago. 
Edgar C. Cox has been publisher. | 


The Nimmo estate owns 51% of the | mentator, is turning out a daily col- | 
umn tagged ‘Little Things in Life’ | 


stock and Cox 20%. 

Unaffected by paper’s foldup are 
Detroit. Typesetting Co. and SaturéGay | 
Night Press, Inc., the chief creditozs, 
which also occupy the newspaper's 
plant. 





More ‘Inside’ Hollywood 
Random House is issuing this 
week (10) Jane Allen’s ‘I Lost My 
Girlish Laughter,’ previously serial- 
ized in Cosmopolitan. Story has 
caused quite a stir in picture circles 





| with 


,;umn in the N. Y, Daily News. 
| last 


| Alva Johnston’s 





| Dent Publications, is back with that 
| firm’s Foto mag, as of last week. 


Bill Seabrook being kidded on his | 
Americans” | 


non-Nazis in “Free 
He couldn't find Hitler allies in U.S. 

Young America staff feuding with 
the publisher Stuart Scheftel over 
| proposed two months’ summer layoff. 

John S. Martin of Time mag work- 
ing on a novel which Simon & 
| Schuster will probably publish in the 
| fall. 

Arthur Davison Ficke on way 
back to Hillsdale, N. Y. from Ber- 


| 


muda. F. V. W. Mason still bicycl- 
ing there. 
Dr. Nathaniel Lief, songwriting- 


dentist, has a new book, ‘Dental and 
Incidental,’ with a special chapter on 
‘recession.’ 

Emmanuel 
a novella titled 
lope Weaving,’ 
Story mag. 

American Booksellers’ Convention 
will hold its annual confab at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., from 
May 15-17, 

Anita Block, lecturer and former 
Theatre Guild playreader, writing a 
book on modern and contemporary 
drama which Little, Brown expects 
to publish next fall. 

Contemporary Play Publications 
will publish “Doomsday Circus,’ by 
Em Jo Basshe on May 14. It’s a dra- 


The Frieze of Pene- 
for the next issue of 


matic chronicle covering American 
life from 1929 to 1938. 
Hy Gardner, Brooklyn Eagle's 


Broadway columnist, still dickering 
the N. Y. Journal-American, 
now that Louis Sobol is doing more 


|}of the O. O. McIntyre pattern. 


Danton Walker has discontinued 
his autobiography, which ran serially 
once a week on Tuesday as his col- 
His 
such stint ran a week ago. 

Winthrop Parkhurst replaced Ed- 
ward Melcher at Newsweek mag to 
handle music and radio assignment. 


He’s the father of Peter Holden, | 
moppet starring in ‘On Borrowed 
Time.’ 


Prosecutor Martin J. Mostyn of 
Hartford Police Court has banned 
from the newsstands the current is- 


as obscene, 
Dick Brooks, WNEW, N. Y., com- 


for the Paterson, N. J., Morning Call. 
Expects to go into the Passaic, N. J., 


| Herald next week. 


Albert Deane’s ‘Spelling Bees,’ is 
used by some picture house man- 
agers to help them in running off 
these events. Deane is director of 
foreign advertising and publicity for 
Paramount, Book was published by 
Stokes last year. 

‘Capra Shoots As He Pleases’ is 
piece on Frank 


Eisenberg has written 
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these news items; each has been 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


“eae 


Variety takes no credit for 
rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Steamboat excursion season _ in- 
last Saturday 





|augurated in N. Y. 


|when the Keansburg boats started | 


; weekend trips. Will go on daily 
| schedule Decoration Day. 
Rufus Phillips has bought Leonard 


Ide’s ‘Ringside Seat’ for possible pro- | 


duction next season. It's about 
| murder trial fans. 

Cheryl Crawford has bought Sol 
Meiger’s ‘Generals 
comedy of the Revolution. 
| Wife of Franklin P. Adams 
| (F. P. A.), successfully defends her 

front lawn against the town of 
| Weston, Conn. 
Macy to hold its annual model boat 
| regatia in Conservatory lake, Central 
| Park, Saturday morning. 
Eddie Dowling given a plaque by 
ithe Long Beach (L. I.) Knights of 
Columbus last Sunday. 

Religious play council of the N. Y. 
Federation of Churches sponsors a 
| contest for the best peace play. Top 
lis $200 donated by the council, $100 
| from Samuel French, who also kicks 
in with a bronze medal, and a $50 
council prize. Ends July 1. 
| Benefit performance of ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time’ to be given for Stage 
Relief Fund Sunday. 
| City Controller has invited 90 
bookmakers operating on N. Y. 
|tracks to tell why they have not 
| paid relief taxes for the past four 
years. Most of them have ignored 
| the tax. 
Musicians’ Local 802 and Friedsam 
| Foundation to make possible 10 con- 
certs in city parks this summer. 
| Light rainfall in past three months 
has Bermuda officials 
| importing fresh water from N. Y. 
| Women’s Nat. 
awards the ’38 prize to ‘Town Meet- 
ing of the Air.’ 
| ple to think. 

Mrs. Lillian I. Schrein, of Neponsit, 
| Queens, niece by marriage of Mar- 
| tin Beck, in bail on a charge of sus- 
picion of forgery, involving his sig- 
nature to a check. Also charged with 
grand larceny of jewels to the value 
of $14,275 belonging to Beck’s daugh- 
ter. 

Lotte Lehman broke down in her 
first aria in a performance of ‘Rosen- 
| kavalier’ at Covent Garden, London, 
| Wednesday. Physicians advised her 
| not to continue. Hilde Konetzi, an- 
| other member of the company, took 

over. 

| May Yohe, once a popular musical 
| star, now on WPA in Boston. Not 
| Stage, but research work. Gets 
| $16.50 a week. 

| Eddie Cantor guest of honor at 


t-> anniversary of the founding of 


Reiss home last Saturday. Shared 
' the honors with Al Smith. 
Gertrude Lawrence given the 


giving rise to speculation on the) Capra in the current Satevepost.| award of the N. Y. Academy for the 


identity of the author. Generally as- | Last week Frank Norris of Time had | best performance of the year. 


sumed to be Mrs. Ring Lardner, Jr. 
She was secretary to David O. Selz- 
nick. 

Story is an amusing insider’s treat- 
ment of the film industry. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Earle Martin, 63, former editor of, 
several Ohio and Indiana papers, 


a piece on ‘The Killer-Diller’ in 
Satevepost and coincidentally Benny 
Goodman by-lined his own story for 
Liberty. 

Arnold Gingrich has sailed for 
Europe, to be gone till end of July. 
This trip he will seek out a number 
of foreign contribs for Ken, which 
is largely political, and look up color 
work for Coronet from private col- 





died on May 5 after several months’ 
illness. He had been president and 
general manager of the Newspaper 
, Enterprise Association. His widow 
and a daughter survive. 

Moses Philip Ginzburg, 75, founder 
and publisher of The Daily Jewish 
Courier, died in his home in Chicago 
;On May 7. His paper was the first 
Yiddish paper to be published in 
the United States. 

Frederic B. Taintor, 65, formerly 
managing editor of the New York 
j Globe, died on May 7, in N. Y. He 
| 





had been on the staff of the N. Y. 
| Times, and then spent 20 years on 


ee 


has resisted pressure to boost prices. | the Globe. For the past 15 years he 
His last arguments were killed off by | had been in the brokerage business. 
action of the N. Y. Times and Herald! John N. Klock, 72. publisher of the | 
Tribune in upping their prices and! Benton Harbor (Mich.), New Palla- | 
the demands of the newsboys. | dium, died in Chicago on May 7. 








Fischer’s Columnar Deals 

George Fischer has signed with CHATTER 
United Feature Service to write ‘Hol-| Hendrik Willem van Loon study- 
lywood Whispers,’ a daily column,|ing Berlitz-Swedish. 
for the Scripps-Howard chain and Annual Book and Magazine frolic | 
other syndicate clients, a total of 175 
papers. In addition, he will write a 
monthly page of picture comment for 
Radio Mirror, 

Jimmie Fidler, who formerly did 
the Mirror chore, now is contribute 
a monthly page of film features to 
Pictorial Review, starting with the | 
August issue, 





Center, N. Y. 

John 
Racket” sold to Ken, Matson & Dug- 
gan his new contact. 

Harold Montayne to Silver Lake 
near Rhinebeck, N. Y., for spring 
opening of bungalow. 

Richard English sold his fourth 
short story to Collier’s in a month. 

Windsor Publisher’s Will Yarn is ‘One Night Stand.’ 

Will of the late W. F. Herman, Harold W. Cohen, Pittsburgh Post- 
publisher of the Windsor (Ont.)|Gazetie film and dramatic critic, in 
Daily Star, revealed last week an es- | Hollywood for three weeks. 
tate of $860,000, of which $660,440 Douglas Churchill, N. Y. Times 
was in Star stock. Hollywood correspondent, doing a 
_ Directed the Star Publishing Co. |! series of film yarns for Satevepost. 
te pay household expenses of the, West F. Peterson, formerly with 








lections. He may visit Ernest Hem- 
ingway in Barcelona. 

George Earle, son of Pennsy’s 
governor, resigned his spot on the 
| sports staff of the Philly Record last 
| week at his father’s insistence. 
| Sheet, which until recently backed 
|the Guv, broke with him when a 
| $30,000 loan he got from a govern- 
| ment contractor became public. 





MARRIAGES 


| Peggy Lynch to Buddy Maidson, in 
Pittsburgh, May 1. He sings with 
Ray Pearl's orchestra, 


Pre- 
| sentation made at the.Dutch Treat 
club luncheon last week. 

Case of Louis Bamberger against 
Betty Randolph, alleging extortion, 
tossed out of general sessions when 
plaintiff is not ready to proceed. 

Jayne Shadduck Topping fighting 
the Conn. divorce action of Henry 
J. Topping, Jr., sportsman and ex- 
|plorer. She’s the former wife of 
|Jack Kirkland. Topping alleges 
| cruelty in his action. 
| Short circuit in the dressing room 
of Natalie Schaeffer at the Plymouth 
| destroyed her costumes Thursday 
|morning. Sprinkler system checked 
| the blaze and a gown shop dupli- 


; cated the dresses in time for the 





| matinee. Costume trunks in the 
| basement, belonging to Arthur Hop- 


kins, also soaked by the drip. 
Buddy Clark, radio entertainer, 
| whose real name is Samuel Gold- 
| berg, legally changed his moniker to 
| Samuel Buddy Clark in a Boston 
court. Harry E. Ciark threatens to 
| interpose objections to the use of his 
family name. 
| Palisades park to open Saturday. 
x Schirmer, Inc., offers $500 for 


Need Beds,’ aj 
For fall. | 


considering | 
Radio Committee 


Says it teaches peo- 


loser in Rural Progress, propaganda 
mag for good government. 

Sally Rand lectured Harvard frosh 
Friday. Told ’em to stop acting like 
| kids and get down to work, Not in 
costume. 

Members of ‘Bachelor Born’ 





and 


jthe London co. (Housemaster’), 
| swapped press notices. N. Y. bulked 
| larger. 


Zoe Dell Lantis, ’Frisco fair’s Pj. 
rate Girl, in town as envoy to the 
N. Y. event. 

Max Reinhardt’s castle at Salzburg 
seized by the state. 

Family of late Doris Bleau, circus 
(fat woman, known as Diamond Kit- 
ty, ask Miami authorities for an au- 


topsy, believing she had been poi- 
soned. 
| Rosamond Gilder, ed. of Theatre 


Arts Magazine, donates a cup for the 
winner of the WPA Community 
Drama’s spring tournament. Dedi- 
cated to the memory of Jacob Riis. 

Harry Sherman charged by the 

Government with operating an eight- 
| state lottery; fined $25,000 and given 
five years on four charges in Albany 
federal court. Take was said to be 
| $50,000 daily. 
Cincinnati Zoo gorilla reached 
| through the bars of his cage to grasp 
|and injure the wife of its trainer. 
She suffered a cut requiring twelve 
stitches to close. Trainer, inside the 
| cage at the time, throttled his charge 
until he let go. 

Forty-two peddlers arrested last 
Sunday fined $2 each for operating in 
restricted World Fair areas. 

New York city’s beach lifeguards 
refused to take fitness tests on 
grounds that they had already quali- 
| fied for civil service posts. Com- 

promise agreement was reached, 


Suit for $200,000 charging seduc- 
tion and breach of promise was filed 
'in Los Angeles by Gaye Melton, 
actress, against William Koenig, 
| executive aide at Metro studio. 
| Plaintiff was chosen ‘Miss Holly- 
| wood’ by L. A. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce last year. 

John MCormack settled $10,470 
dog-bite suit out of court. L. A. 
| woman claimed she was bitten by 
| the singer’s Great Dane. 
| Maurice Costello, 61, former screen 
| star, asked L. A. court to compel his 
' daughter, Dolores Costello, to pay 
| him $200 a month for support. 
| Two gunmen held up the Beach- 
combers Cafe, Los Angeles nightery, 
and relieved the manager, George 
| (Skipper) Warren, of $200. 

Ben Bard, second husband of Ruth 
Roland and administrator of her es- 
i tate, sued Lionel Kent, her first hus- 
band and business manager, for 
| $26.033.55 last week in L. A. Bard 
| claimed the money was turned over 
|to Kent as Miss Roland’s agent 
'shortly before her death, in the 
| transfer of a Beverly Hills mansion 
| to Charles Boyer. 
| Judith Allen, film actress and wife 
'of Jack Doyle, pugilistic _ tenor, 
| dropped -her $2,000,000 love balm suit 
| against Delphine Dodge Baker Crom- 
well Godde, motor heiress. 

Arriving in L. A. from a world 
cruise, James A. Fitzpatrick, film 
| producer of “Travel Talks,’ and Les- 
| ley Champlin, of Evanston, IIl., an- 
'nounced they would wed in New 
York May 16. 

Ann Meril, stage and screen ac- 
tress, testified from Glendale sani- 
| tarium in answer to a divorce suit 
by her husband, Dr. Charles R. Par- 
rish, L. A. physician. 

Sandra Martin, former secretary 
| of Simone Simon, was held in L. A. 
| jail under $10,000 bail for trial, 
| charged with 18 counts of grand theft 
{involving alleged misappropriation 
| Of $11,010 from the actress’ bank 
| account. 

Luise Rainer was sued in L. A. for 
|$100,000 by Joseph Buccola, who 
| claims his daughter was injured last 


‘June 27 when a car driven by the 


| the best unaccompanied choral com- | 2ctress’ chauffeur collided with his 


being tossed Friday (13) at the Hotel | 


Wilstach’s “The Madhouse | 


Edith Crew Irwin to James L, | Position about the N. Y. World's 
Howe in Lynchburg, W. Va., May 4.|/@'r.. Must keep within 15 mins. 


y : Deadline Aug. 31 
He's production manager for WLVA Frie i iit 
, burg, y. 
Lynchburg. Germany, bans 


music from all halls. Says it’s ‘alien 


Elizabeth Sullivan to Jefferson to German character and causes 
Parker in Los Angeles, May 4. He’s Public scandal. P 
a film writer. Freddie Rich, bandmaster, being | 


| Sued for divorce by third wife, Eula, 
who seeks $250 weekly alimony. 
He's a | States she was worth $40,000-$50,000 
when she married and hasn’t a dime. 


P ’ 4in 4, |Contends he borrowed $11,170.62 to 
Bonnie Bannon to Slim Martin, in play the horses. His sav comes later. 


Santa Ana, Calif,, May 1. Bride’s a|" Bernard P. Ireland, Columbia. ’31. 
film actress; he’s an orchestra leader | elected prez of the Columbia Uni- 
and former husband of Dixie|versity Players, producers of the 
Pantages. wer varsity play. 
; ohn C. Beresford 
Ruth Sanders to H. Bernard Farnham, newcomers, started a week 
(Hank) Hook, announcer on staff of |of previews of ‘Allergic Summer’ 
KGLO, Mason City, Ia, Wed in Cedar ,at the Chanin Monday. If it licks 
Rapids, Ia., May 4. into shape, it will be seen on B’way 


Gertrude Gluck to Jerome D. Rein- 
hart in Canton, O., May 1. 
Canton theatre exec. 





Marian DePew to Albert Ostrander | a John Stevens wrote the com- 
lin New York, May 5. Bride's a the- | Newark City Commission urges 
atrical costume designer; he’s a/the state to put its coin into the 
|scenic designer. fhe me _ ee because lit- 
Barbara Underwood to Richard F. | G@2ture of the “ ' event ignores 
| Bates in Natick, Mass., May 7. He's | it cla ne MAGS One Cee pu 
| program director at WORL, Boston.| Rudy Vallee 


revealed as $5,000 


swing | 


and Edwin | 


machine. 

Mrs. Lillian Coogan Bernstein. 
|mother of Jackie Coogan, declared 
‘outside influences’ were to blame 
for her son’s legal fight for an ac- 
,counting of the money he earned 
|in pictures, 

BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Morgan. daugh- 
| ter, in Des Moines, April 29. Father's 
;} an announcer for KSO and KRNT, 
| Des Moines. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Ermin Roberts, son, 
in Hollywood, May 1, Father is 
Paramount cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bigart, son, 
|in Hollywood, May 6, Father is 
| Metro film cutter. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Phil Baker, daugh- 
| ter, May 6. in New York. Father is 
| the comedian, mother the former 
| Peggy Cartwright, of musical com- 
edy. 


Mr. and Mrs, Walter Donaldson, 
daughter, May 7 in Hollywood. 
|Father is songwriter, now under 


Meiro contract, 
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CHATTER 





Broadway 


Actors Equity 25 years old this 
month. 

Lou Lissner back to San Francisco 
until fall. 

Allen Schnebbe’s wife operated on 
last week. 

Major Bowes up for membership 
at N. Y. Yacht Club. 

The Clifford C. Fischers due 
from London end of May. 

Bernard Sobel to London, Paris 
and Holland vacation June 1, 

Amy Vanderbilt has joined 
Joe Israel Publicity Associates. 

Leighton Blood has_ succeeded 
Marinobel Smith as Town Hall p.a. 

Mona (Wynne) Hayes is at the 
NVA Room in the French hospital. 

Kay Parsons will m.c. on the 
showboat Bear Mountain for her 
sixth season on the Hudson, 

Lou Wolfson, of the N. Y. William 
Morris agency, flew in fer three days 
of show coverage and contact. 

Mrs. Al B. White (Myrtle Young, 
formerly of Young and Moore) in 
the French hospital following op. 

George Clarke, ex-Mirror city ed, 


in 


the 


now in the p. a. biz; has Irving 
Lehrer and Seamon Jacobs associ- 
ated. 


Leon Netter, Par theatre operating 
exec, on a swing through the middle 
and far west. Back in about two 
weeks. 

Havana-Madrid nitery manage- 
ment cvllectively sponsoring Gene 
Stanley, former acrobat, as a prize 
fighter. 

Warner Bros. annual outing for 
personnel will be a boat ride up the 
Hudson, party at Bear Mountain, etc., 
June 22, 

Virginia) MacNaughton, dancer, 
hospitalized following broken ankle 
sustained while working at Leon & 
Eddie's. 

Ernst Lubitsch taking it easy on 


his New York vacation, and in no 
hurry to make a new connection, 
he says. 


Walter Brooks in charge of pro- 


motion and publicity at Eastern Ser- | 


vice Studios, Astoria, L. I. as well 
as for Audio Productions. 

Joe Schoenfeld (Variery) still hos- 
pitalized at Sydenham. Underwent 
a fifth intestinal operation last week, 
but getting along nicely now. 

Joe Penner and his personnel back 
to the Coast this week to resume 
broadcasting from Hollywood next 
Sunday. "Twas a fortnight’s vacash. 

Charlie Tucker, London vaude 
agent. to Chicago over the weekend, 
then back tc New York. Looking 
for acts to play England this sum- 
mer. 

Josephine Pierce, San Diego State 
College co-ed, arrived to sketch por- 
traits of New York radio personal- 


ities for exhibition at San Francisco | 


Fair. 

Click of the N. Y. counterpart of 
Le Ruban Bleu inspiring Louis 
Moises to also transplant his Le 
Boeuf sur le Toit from Paris to New 
York. 

Percy Williams Home, East Islip, 
reelected all incumbent officers for 
another year and eight directors will 
hold posts for the next three years. 
A. O. Brown, prez. 

Femme film crix were hosted by 
Olympe Bradna and Paramount at a 
luncheon Monday at the Hotel Lafa- 
yette, as prelude to ‘Stolen Heaven’ 
opening today at the Par. 

Norton V. Ritchey, foreign sales 


manager for Monogram, hardly got | 


into N. Y. after months of a Euro- 
pean jaunt before he had to start for 
sales confab in Cincinnati. 

Bettv Philson, moppet lead 
*Schoolhouse on the Lot,’ which 
closed Saturday (7) at the Ritz, will 
stay in New York a few days for 
two radio dates. Then returns to her 
Philadelphia home for the summer. 

The Fredric Marches (Florence 
Eldridge) back to the Coast next 
week with express idea of dividing 
their time 50% between Broadway 
and Hollywood. Want to do a play 
east every season, and will sell their 
Bevhills home as first move towards 
that direction. 

Bob (Mirror) Coleman has been 
paying rent on a new apartment on 
C. P. South for five months and 
hasn't vet gotten around to moving 
out of the Hotel Wellington where 
he’s been for years. 
too many papers and things to pack, 
and has been putting off. 

Jeanette MacDonald hosted 


departure for the Coast the end of 
this week, leaving hubby Gene Ray- 
mond behind for his personals at the 
Paramount, opening today (Wednes- 
dav). She's going into ‘Sweethearts’ 
pronto, now that Nelson Eddy is back 
from his concert tour, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Abe Walker and Sally Nibal to 
marry June 5. 
Willows and Blandi's Inn will get 


the go signal May 25. 
Bob Newkirk underwent kidney 
operation over the weekend. 
Martha Arnold, of Playhouse ex- 
ecutive ctaff, has broken arm. 
Harry Seed’s wife and daughter 
ng to California for summer. 
A. W. McCormick out of hospital 
afier getting his appendix clipped. 
Harry Feinstein going in for golf 


£0 


Claims he has | 


VARIETY 3 











| 


| seriously, 
lessons. 
Lois Miller pulls out June 1 for 
Atlantic City and a summer of Heinz 
| Pier organing. 
| Pittsburgh Symphony publicist, 
Howard Kaye, has landed job with 
Buffalo Times. 
Larry Golob in 
;jeastern department 
|newspaper rounds. 
WB theatre department moving 
|from second to 22d floor of Clark 
building in couple of weeks. 
| Two of Bert Block’s musickers, 
|Eddie Seltzer and Earon Zaroff, 
| bridegrooms of two weeks, 
| Ernie Morrow, winner in Tommy 
Dorsey's recent amateur swing con- 
jtest, has joined Val Garvin's or- 
chestra. 
| Lou Passerelli ailing again. Medico 
has ordered a vacation. 
| Cab Galloway took 
boys down to the Western Pen and 
| Staged a jam _ session for the 
| prisoners. 


town from WB 
to make the 


Paris 


Pauley has influenza. 
Wiener and Doucet to Belgium. 
Lester Dent in from New York. 


Helena Greasley back from Leon- 
don. 


Colette Vernon taking singing 
| lessons. 
| Danielle Darrieux return set for 
| May 18. 

Georges Carpentier exhibition | 
boxing. 


Mistinguett planning another trip 
to U. S. 
Fernandel 
film star. 
Clotilde and Alexander Sakharof 
off for Italy. 
Carmen Salzar 
European tour, 
Siritsky circuit 
to its Paris houses. 
Shakedown racket 
| world showing again. 
‘Train d@’Enfer’ (Hell Train’) will 
be Jean Gabin’s next. 
Oscar Straus in town. Stating he’s 
| writing new operetta. 
| Emile Zola’s home at Medan to be 
| turned into museum. 
Mitty Goldin signing Irene Hilda 
| for his June ABC revue, 
| Al Brown signing with Amar Bros. 
| for circus tour of France. 
| Suzy Solidor back at her cabaret 
|} after North African tour. 
| Pierre Sandrini making plans for 
reopening Moulin Rouge. 
J. P. Aumont and Meg Lemmonier 
to co-star in ‘Pont Mirabeau.’ 
| Jane Holt and husband, Dalio, to 
| appear in ‘Maison du Maltais.’ 
Jeff Musso going to make ‘Francois 
Villon’ after he finishes ‘Gova.’ 


voted favorite French 


off for Central 


adding Le Cesar 





in night club 





Daniele Parola robbed of jewels 
| While sleeping in Cannes hotel. 
| Sacha Guitry commencing his 


| ‘Remontons les Champs-Elvsees. 

‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) double 
opening at Le Biarritz and Le Cesar. 

Pierre Chanel going to make ‘Se- 
bastopol,’ based on the historic bomb- 

ing. 
Demo Films, new English com- 
pany, formed here to produce French 
| films. 
| Marcel l’Herbier going to make 
| “Terre de Fue’ with Tito Schipa in 
Rome. 

Jean Murat to star opposite Ed- 
| wige Feuillere in ‘J’ Etais une Ad- 
| venturiere.’ 

French adaptation of ‘Volpone,’ by 
Jules Romains, being readied for 
production. 

Jules Berry turning detective in 
‘L’Avion de Minuit,’ which Kirsanoff 
is producing. 

English Plavers scheduled to give 
series of plays at lOeuvre theatre 
during summer. 

Jacques Feyder off to Berlin to 
complete German version of his ‘Les 
Gens du Vovage.’ 

Kate de Nagy off to Berlin in an- 
swer to Goebbels’ summons to make 
films in Germany. 

Marlene Dietrich being met at Le 
Havre by husband Richard Siebert 
and then to Paris. 
| Comedy company, headed by Jean 
| Marchat and Rachel Berendt, off for 
| South American tour. 

Rov Disney causing commotion at 


} 





for brother, Walt Disnev. 

Henri Delange, wrestler, making 
which M. Costia is making. 

Sid Kent and Walter Hutchin- 
son in from Villefranche, preparing 
for Fox European convention. 

Cinema Ursulines in Latin quarter 
reopening with Mae West's latest, 
‘Every Day Is a Holiday’ (Par). 

Bernard Zimmer adapting Henry 


Raymond Bernard going to make. 

| Coecilla Navarre signing for lead 
in ‘Balalaika’ which Maurice Leh- 
mann’'s producing in the fall at the 
Mogador. 

G. W. Pabst selecting Elina Labour- 
dette from 100 applicants new- 
comer for { 
tion, ‘Drame de Shanghai.’ 

Andre Berthomieu starting ‘Le 
Train Pour Venice,’ adapted from 
Louis Verneuil’s play of same name 
Verneuil taking part himself. 

‘La Chaleur du Sein.’ Andre Bira- 
beau's play produced here Jast year 
being adepted for films by Jean 
Boyer. Van Parys writing music. 


as 


« 


even to taking flock of | 


several of his | 


| Le Touquet Casino when mistaken 


the | 
gals yesterday at 21 prior to her film debut in ‘L’ Impossible Combat,’ | 


Bataille’s ‘La Vierge Folle’ for films. | 


art in his current produc- | 


London 


| Television being installed in the 

|Stage Golfing Society’s clubroom. 

| Ed Ryan off to Paris to signature 
Renee San Souer for ‘Save Me the 

| Moon.’ 

| Wiere Bros. sail for America May 





| 


cago, June 3. 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon off to 
New York next month and return 


July 4 for broadcast. 
_ Victor Schertzinger here prepar- 
ing to film ‘The Mikado.’ Shooting 


will not begin until July. 

Gilbert Miller and Norman Mar- 
shall have sold the touring rights to 
‘Victoria Regina’ to Emile Littler. 

Bert Montague now sole booker 
|for New theatre, Northampton, 
which is running straight vaudeville. 
| Arthur Clavering 





| Royal, Brighton, into a modern 2,000 | 
seater, with policy to be tryout 
shows. 


Last year British Lion Film Corp. 
inaugurated five-day 
summer months. 
this year. 

The next Warners picture at their 
Teddington studios will be another 
Max Miller comedy, starting end of 
this month. 

Ray Noble’s band won't open at 
the London Palladium before July. 
He starts touring the provinces early 
next month. 

The Sterling Club. formed by the 
local American contingent, tendered 
| a special dinner to Harry Richman, 
who's vice-prez. 

Joe Hayman in 





the new London 
| Coliseum ice show, “The Engadine 
| Express,’ of which he’s part author 
| with Leslie Stoll. 

Gloria Gilbert latest addition to 
|}the mammoth revue, which Jack 
|Taylor is staging at Blackpool dur- 
ing the summer. 

Firth Shepherd’s deal with the 
libraries for ‘Wild Oats,’ his new 
musical at the Princes theatre, is for 
$75,000 over 12 weeks. 

Tommy Trinder booked for the 
|George Black London Hippodrome 
| musical in the fall, which stars Stan- 
|} ley Lupino and Frances Day. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ $30,000 library deal 
exhausted in four weeks, with ticket 
speculators making another deal in- 
| volving $50,000 for eight weeks. 
| Odeon theatre, Cardiff, held over 
| ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (M-G) for a fifth 
week. ‘San Francisco’ (M-G) only 
other film to hold over here for fifth 
week. 

Alan Shires split with Gracie 
Draper and teamed with Constance 
Carpenter. Team has just been 
signed for the new Charles Cochran 
| revue. 





| Attack of jaundice caused post- 
|ponement of wedding of Dennis 
| Stoll, youngest son of Sir Oswald 


Stoll, scheduled for April 22, to Di- 
ana Forbes. 
Molly Veness. founder of the Gate 


play, ‘Fog Bound,” produced at the 
| minute Actor’s Studio theatre, Ham- 
| mersmith, recently. 

Bill Ternent. ace arranger for 
|Jack Hylton, is orchestrating the 
i\new Cochrane opus, ‘Many Happy 


Returns.’ The original 18 numbers 
|are by Arthur Johnston. 

| Paul Czinner starts production of 
| ‘St. Joan,’ starring his wife, Elisa- 
| beth Bergner, end of this month at 
| Pinewood. Will be released by 
'Charles Woolf through General Film 
| Distributors. 

When Murray Silverstone returns 
| here in six weeks to settle his affairs 
| before taking up his new post with 
|United Artists, he'll likely take his 
|brother, Arthur Silverstone, back 
| with him as his assistant. 

Gladys Cooper and Philip Merivale 
‘to join Shakespearean company for 
| Open-Air theatre season at Regent's 
|park, following their ‘Dodsworth 
|provincial tour. It will be Miss 
Cooper's first attempt at the Bard in 
England. 

Herbert Wilcox will not produce 
| his picture on Lacy Hamilton and 
Nelson, due to the 
another company that they proposed 
doing one on the same subject. Anna 
Neagle will, therefore, be seen 
‘Queen of the Halls,’ based on 
life of Marie Lloyd 


the 








| Nitery Reviews 
LONDON CASINO 


(Cont 





nued from page 44) 


! arate and distinct shows in one night 
working out fairly well. It was 
feared that latecomers for the dinner 
show would encroach on the mid- 
night performance, but this has been 
obviated by charging those who re- 


is 


main over an additional $1.25. 
Fischer is in negotiation for the 
transfer of the entire show to New 
York at the conclusion of the run 
here. Jolo. 


BOULEVARD TAVERN 


(ELMHURST, N. Y.) 


Jan Fredrics’ Orch., Johnnie Mor- 
‘gan. Helen Pommer, Lunn Wakefield 
Blanche & Ellioct. Leed:. Con- 
tinental Thrillers (3), Patsy Hamil- 


Lou 


ton, Cam Crosby. 
Situated onl hort ¢ ance from 
ithe mein entrance te the N. Y 


23 to open at the Chez Paree, Chi- | 


week through | 
Propose repeating | 


Theatre Studio. London, had her first | 


announcement of | 


in | 





=e eee or nomen 





World’s Fair, the Tavern is ideally 
spotted to corral its share of expo 
patrons. Spot seats 850 in its main 
|}dining room and plans are under 
| way to add a 600-seat rathskeller, 
an upper dining room for 500, and 
an outdoor garden. 

| While not expensive, the six-act 
| floor show, on three times nightly 
|}and m. c.’d by Johnnie Morgan, is 
entertaining. Morgan is a large slice 
of it, his introing being ineidental to 
his antics, which include hilarious 
| parodies and a burlesque on Sto- 
| k 1, 


kowsk 
Pair of femme singers handle pop 
tunes. Lynn Wakefield does a 
medley of the latest. She’s too stiff, 
| though she has a nice voice. Peggy 
| Hamilton, personality singer from 
|nearby Forest Hills, okay for two 
| tunes, 
Helen Pammer, tapstress, follows 
|a tambourine-tap with a rhythm rou- 





rebuilding the/ tine for her return. Nice looker, she’s | 


| set to go into Ben Marden’s Riviera 
;this month. Blanche and Elliott go 
| through a graceful bolero and are on 
| again later. Lois Leeds is an acro. 

Continental Thrillers, roller skat- 
ing trio, are okay but dubious for 
floor shows. Confined working space 
makes their spins dangerous, how- 
ever capable the boys are. Cam 
Crosby, staff organist at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., plays a con- 
sole between dance sets, 


TULANE ROOM 


(JUNG HOTEL) 
NEW ORLEANS 








New Orleans, May 8. 
Ted Lewis’ orch, Ben Yost’s Var- 
| sity Co-eds, Theo Troy, Ray Roce, 
| Loretta Lane, Gaye Dixon & Marie 


| Austin, Charles Whittier & Bee 
| Williamson. 

aaa 

| A breezy show topped by Ted 
| Lewis orcnestra and a cast o1 Click- 


| ing topnotchers is drawing plenty 
|here. Bill is one of the best to play 
|N. O. in some time. Lewis, in there 
| every minute, is a winner with his 
aggregation. 

Ben Yost’s Varsity Co-eds get the 
|audience with their voices and good 
looks. Theo Troy is a graceful acro 
dancer, who clicks. Ray Royce, dis- 
guised as the dinner-jacketed col- 
|legian, who miscalculates his cock- 
| tail capacity, does a corking acro act. 
Loretta Lane’s tap dancing is a 
|highspot. While Gaye Dixon and 
| Marie Austin are good swing vocal- 
| ists, who’re applauded. 
| Charles ‘Snowball’ 
| Bee Williamson, Negro 
| with their dancing. 


Whittier and 
s, help plenty 


| doing a takeoff on Toscanini that is a 
| fine bit of foolery. Liuzza. 


GLASS HAT 


(BELMONT-PLAZA, N. Y.) 


Berni Dolan’s orch, Harold Rich- 
ards, Christine Bomar, Belmont 
Balladiers, Terry Lawlor, Diosa Cos- 
tello’s orch. 


New spring show here 
entertaining, though not elaborate. 
Intimate floor show is headed by 
Terry Lawlor, versatile swing singer, 
who carries a varied repertoire. 

A good, clear voice and a lot of 
personality should help Miss Lawlor 
climb higher. She has good floor 
resence and is a picture possibility. 
n addition to Miss Lawlor, the show 
includes two orchestras, Jean Mona, 
tap dancer, and the Belmont 
Balladiers, nine colored waiters, who 
provide a distinct punch besides 
being a novelty. Miss Mona, with 
| high hat and cane, does a clever strut 
| tap. She has a good deal of person- 
ality and performs capably all the 
way. 

Berni Dolan’s orchestra, with soft 
swing music, contrasts with Diosa 
Costello's Cuban orchestra, which 
deais largely in rhumbas, but also 
| includes a waltz as well as ‘Bei Mir 
| Bist du Schoen’ for novelty. Miss 
| Costello sings with her band, too. 

The m.c. is Harold Richards, sax 
player from Dolan’s 
a good job. 


EL BONGO, N. Y. 
Hilda Sataias. Stone Brito & An- 


tonio, Eduardo Brito, Oscar de la 
Rosa's orch, Jack Mayo's orch, 


is highly 





Char. 


Add rhumba and conga niteries: 
'El Bongo. It’s on the site of the 
former Club Yumuri, also a Latin 
| style cafe, but this aspires to the La 
| Conga motif, as a class spot. 
the environment, both as to location 
and decor, but anything can happen 
with a nitery, and usually does. 

The Conga analogy more than 
casual in that former attaches of 
the 57th street spot are now here at 
this Broadway and 52d street ad- 
dres Hilda Salazar, who came to 
attention with Panchito’s band at La 
Conga, is now solo featured Elena 
Brito and Antonio are the rhumba- 


is 


ts: Eduardo Brito is another Cuban 
vocalist. and Oscar de la Rosa's 
Cuban orchestra dispenses the Latin 
terp Jack Mavo'’s quintet is the 
relief combo vith American tunes 
which hould be minimized since 
the sole appeal of the Bongo is per- 
force the foreicen flavor 

FEF] Bonzo derives itself fram the 
nono, percussion instrument th 
( nc f I¢ j np 
call for a 9 pon openir he 
patronnve come lute to ¢ r 
as this. Abe. 


Lewis sings and clarinets, and also | 


outfit, who does | 


It lacks | 


Holiywood 


Donald Crisp yacht vacationing. 

Mary Forbes sun-tanning at Laguna. 

Josef von Sternberg back in town, 

Paul Kelly bought two more nags. 

Jane Murfin joined Metro writing 
staff. 


The Irving Mills in from New 
York. 

Allan Jones back after eastern 
D.a. 3. 


Luise Rainer’s father here from 
Europe. 

Ford Sterling in hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Jack Curtis opened offices on the 
Sunset strip. 





Helen Gladys Percey home from 
|the hospital. 
Luella Gear checked in for her 


| first RKO job. 
| Walter Pidgeon on a motor trip to 
| New Brunswick. 

Gloria Roy sails May 14 for South 
| American vacash. 
| Randolph Scott getting ready for 
| Hawaiian vacation. 

Walter Morosco toiling at 20th-Fox 
after auto smashup. 

S. Sylvan Simon recuperating 
from sinus at Arrowhead. 

Charles Kullman here to sing in 
pictures for the first time. 

Dalton Trumbo writing weekends 
on his new ranch at Lebec. 

Cecil B. De Mille back at his Para- 
mount desk after operation. 

Mrs. Charley Grapewin recuper- 
ating after a major operation 

Surprise party tossed for Parky- 
|akarkus on his 34th birthday. 
| Gerald Savory here from London 
to take up scribbling job at Metro. 
| Miniature A'catraz will be Sid 
Grauman’s exhibit at the Frisco fair. 
| Stanley Morner entered in South- 
;}ern California amateur golf tourney, 
Billie Burke in from Broadway to 
start work in ‘The Yong in Heart.’ 
Clark Gable, John Boles and 
| Lanny Ross on a 100-mile horseback 
| ride. 

William King, music critic, here 
| interviewing names for a newspaper 
series. 

Mary Agnes McBride promoted to 
picture editor at Selznick-Interna- 
tional. 

Olivia de Havilland due back at 
Warners June 1 after vacationing in 
| Europe. 

| Pierre La Mure, Hollywood cor- 
| respondent, won a French prize for 
corresponding. 

| Jack Yellen became a_ Beverly 
Hills resident with the purchase of a 
| corner mansion. 

| Spencer Tracy awarded best per- 
formance medal by  Picturegoer, 
| British fan mag. 

Dorothy Jeakins, of Walt Disney’s 
| staff, putting on an art show at 
Albertson Galleries. 

Robert Lord’s crew back from Lex- 
ington, Va., where they shot exte- 
riors for ‘Brother Rat.’ 

Boris Morros entertained 200 Cali- 
fornia Federation of Music club 
members at Paramount. 

Betty Bacon, Frank Bacon's grand- 
daughter, makes her stage debut in 
E] Capitan play May 24. 

George Harmon Coxe back at 
screen scribbling after taking six 
weeks off to write a novel. 





| 


F. Hugh Herbert, scenarist, and 
Mary Lankey, his secretary, an- 


nounced they would be married to- 
morrow (12). 

Edward Small hosted cast and 
crew members, who worked with 
him on the ‘The Count of Monte 
Cristo’ four years ago. 


Sydney 


Stuart F. Doyle to South Africa 
next month, 





Sydney Greisman, Associated 
Talking Pictures, recovering from 
| serious illness. 

Republic pix reported as selling 


| very well in the stix through British 


|Em).re Films. Gordon Ellis in 
| charge. 
Charles Munro busily engaged 


| looking for further theatre sites to 
| increase the Hoyts’ holdings in New 
| South Wales and Victoria. 

After extensive 0.0. 20th-Fox hold- 
ings throughout Commonwealth, 
Clay Hake is now giving all of his 
time to a product deal with Hoyts. 

| American acts coming to Australia 
| through Sam Kramer for the Tivoli 
;chain are making good. Additional 
| work is coming their way, too, 
|}through hook with Greater Union, 
plus radio time. 


Chicago 


Harry Garfield heading the Marlo 
music office 
Eddie Elkorts have monikered 


their offsoring Alan 
Pat Flanagan recouping after giv- 


ing his heart a hospital rest 

Georve Watson hobbling on 
crutches after falling off a nag 

Dave Davidson back in his home 
town with the Atlas radio dise firm, 

George Kondolf and Charles Free- 
man motoring back to New York 
after visit here 

Sherrill Cohen idfilm operator 
of oe. after d I rt ve)] nere 
Jooking ove AL continued on to 
Time Sa re 

Cc 1 Pucke eastern ; it for 
Enelish date pent last eck in 
{ at we O64 for jolie 
} irope Hoot! 
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OBITUARIES 





EDWARD EMERY 

Edward Emery, veteran actor, died 
in New York May 7 of a heart ail- 
ment. He was within a few days of 
his 77th birthday. He was a brother 
of Winifred Emery, for many years 
leading woman for Sir Henry Irving. 

Both his father and grandfather 
had found success on the stage, but 
his own ambition was to be an army 
surgeon. Death of his father before 
he completed his medical course 
forced him to go on the stage, his 
debut being at the Drury Lane, Lon- 


don, in ‘A Winter's Tale.’ He toured | 
company | 


with the Wilson Barrett 
and then joined Sir Charles Wynd- 
ham, coming with the latter to this 
country. He changed to the Shubert | 
management and supported Mrs. 
Fiske, Ethel Barrymore and Margaret 
Anglin. In 1928 he appeared in ‘Good | 
News,” his debut in musicals. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Georgia Waldron, and a son. 





THOMAS LYNCH 

Thomas Lynch, 82, originator and 
driver of the once-famous 40-horse 
team used in the Barnum & Bailey 
parade, died in Bridgeport May 7. 
He had spent 62 seasons with various 
shows and was widely known for his 
driving skill. 

Born in Canada, he ran away from 
home and obtained a hostler’s job in 
an Ottawa stable. His family located 
him and he fled to the United States, 
heading for Philadelphia, then the 
headquarters for most of the large 
circuses. He went with various 
shows and finally connected with the 
Barnum outfit, where he selected and 
trained the horses used in the famous 
hitch. At the time of his retirement, 
some years ago, he had full control 
of all horseflesh on the lot. 

His widow and a sister survive. 

LOUISE MULDENER 

Louise Muldener, 84, who played 
Juliet for Edwin Booth and support- 
ed many important stars, died May 10 
in New York. Born in Brooklyn of 
German extraction, she went to Ger- 
many to study and made her debut 
at the Opera House in Berlin in a 
Shakesperian role. After that she re- 
turned to this country and became | 
leading lady for the Fifth Avenue | 
theatre, and then later for the Boston 


Learly pop 





stock company. 
She was a pioneer member of the 
Women’s Professional 


had not been completed yesterday. 





JACK MASON 

Jack Mason, for many years dance 
stager and act producer, died in New 
York May 8. He was taken ill the 
previous day in the Hotel Center and 
removed to the Reception hospital. 

Mason began his career as a vaude- 
ville actor, but found production 
more to his liking and turned his at- 
tention to the creation of vaudeville 
acts, eventually gravitating to the 
musical stage. He worked for the 


headed the department in Paramount | 
League, a} 
member of the Drama Comedy club | 
and the Actors Fund. Funeral plans! theatres, 


LOTTA ELLIS 
Lotta Ellis, 73, veteran stock com- 
pany actress, died of a heart ailment 
May 6 in the Edwin Forrest Home 
in Philadelphia. 
She had lived at the home for nine 
years, retiring from the theatre two 





| years before. Miss Ellis and Maude 
| Adams frequently appeared together 


jas children, She played with the 


Shubert Stock Company in Minne- | 


apolis, the Broadway Players in 
Canton, O., the Minturn Players in 
Chicago, and the John Golden Little 
Theatre in New York. She was a 
native of Belfast, Maine. 
CHARLES M. FRY 

Charles M. Fry, 57, band and or- 
chestra leader, died at his home in 
Philadelphia on May 7. 


Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 


He directed the Moose band for 23 | 


years and from 1930 to 1922 was mu- 
sical director of the Atlantic City 
Beauty Pageant. He also conducted 
Fry’s Philadelphia Band and a dance 
orchestra bearing his name. 
CHARLES HORWITZ 
Charles Horwitz, 75, one of the | 
songwriters and vaude | 
actor, died April 11 in the Bronx, 


| will be split. 


|former plan of a 


A violinist, | 
for 10 years he led his own band on | 





N. Y. For many years he toured in 
vaude with Charles V. Bowers, with | 
whom he also collaborated on many | 
tunes, including ‘Because,’ ‘Always’ | 
and ‘Lucky Jim.’ Their stage act | 
was a travesty on songwriting. 

Deceased also wrote many vaude- 
ville sketches. 

FRANCIS W. EDLER 

Francis Walter Edler, 62, formerly 
musical director of the Orpheum- 
Keith-Interstate vaudeville circuit for 
18 years and also director of orches- 
tras in a number of theatres in south- 
ern and western states, died in a} 
Wichita hospital, May 5, after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. 

Survived by his widow, an adopted 
son and a daughter. 





MRS. MAX SCHOSSBERG 
Mrs. Max Schossberg, wife of one | 
of Adolph Zukor’s oldest associates | 
in pictures, Schossberg having left | 
the fur business in the early days to | 
join Zukor, died April 6. 
Schossberg for several years has 


which handles weighing machines, 
candy and other concessions in Par 


CLARK ROSS 

Clark Ross, 55, died in New York, 
May 4. 

He produced ‘Love in the Tropics,’ 
‘Cynthia,’ and ‘Oh! Oh! Nurse,’ and 
with Harry L. Cort did ‘The Bri- 
gands,’ and ‘Mashka.’ 

Surviving him are his widow, two 
daughters, his mother and brother 
and a sister. 


LINA COVINGTON HARRELL 





Shuberts in the Winter Garden in 
1914 and did numbers and entire pro- 
ductions for other managers. He was 
particularly successful as a dance 
stager, 





IRA A. HARDS 

Ira A. Hards, 65, retired theatrical 
producer, died in West Norwalk, 
Conn., May 2. In recent years he 
had been chiefly interested in the 
Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y., a summer theatre. 

As a Broadway producer he was 
active for many years, producing 
among other plays ‘Jarnegan,’ ‘Mag- 
nolia,’ ‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ and 
in 1936 ‘Arrest That Woman,’ his last 
production. In early life he was an 
actor, playing in Charles Frohman 
productions from 1893 until 1903. 

His widow and a daughter survive. 





SYLVESTER J. CRIPPS 

Sylvester J. Cripps, 81, veteran 
upper Ohio valley theatre operator, 
died April 26 at his home in East 
Liverpool after a lingering illness. 

He was one of a group of East 
Liverpool capitalists who built the 
American theatre in East Liverpool, 
one of the first vaudeville theatres 
in that district, now controlled by 


Lina Covington Harrell, Charlotte, 
| N. C., woman radio commentator and 
newspaperwoman, died suddenly 
April 30 at her home of a heart at- 
tack. 

She left newspaper work to be- 
come news commentator and radio 


PARKS IN DENVER FIGHT 


'Elitch and Lakeside in Hot Com- 
| petition in Denver 











Denver, May 10. 

| Denver looks for a battle between 
Elitch and Lakeside amusement 
parks this season, even more than in 
years past, for business, especially in 
the dance pavilions. 

| The fight is starting at the opening 
of the season. For the first time both 
'parks are opening on the same day, 
and with their college hops the night 
| before. Alumni organizations of the 
| University of Denver are competing 
in the selling of tickets for the 
affairs, with the result the crowd 
Both parks expect to 
sign ace bands all season in an effort 
to capture the dance trade. Elitch 
will switch to a flat rate for en 
evening’s dancing as against the 
nickel a dance. 
Lakeside has used the flat rate for 
several years. Both parks will charge 
40 cents for men and 20 cents for 
ladies. 

Orrin Tucker will open at the 
Trocadero at Lakeside, with Joe 
Sanders wielding the baton at El 
Patio, Lakeside. 





HARTFORD PARK RENEWS 
Hartford, May 10. 
Closed for six years, Capitol Park, 
once the most popular amusement 
perk in this section of New England, 
reopens on May 28 under the man- 
agement of a New York syndicate, 


Marathon Hamlet 


(Continued from page 1) 











third extra salary, since the time 
consumed would amount to around 
two full performances. However, the 
stunt may become complicated since 
it is proposed to give the shorter 
version at both performances on 
matinee days. Even that is regarded 
as an endurance test for actors, par- 
ticularly the lead. 

Evans has asked Equity to rate the 
full-length ‘Hamlet’ as a spectacle, 
which permits five weeks of re- 
hearsals before full salaries apply. 
Idea is to start the long versions at 
6:45 p.m., with a half-hour inter- 
mission for refreshment. ‘Interlude’ 
started earlier and had a longer din- 
ner intermission. It was played six 
times weekly. 

‘Hamlet’ long and short is slated 
for one month, with six weeks the 


' limit. Evans rep will also play Part 1 


of ‘Henry IV,’ with occasional show- 
ings of ‘King Richard IT.’ 

Evans, recently granted actor-man- 
ager status by Equity, no longer 
comes under the alien player re- 
strictions, 





member of the musicians Local 400. 
He leaves three songs and two 
daughters. 





DAVID SARSFIELD 

David Sarsfield, 78, for 19 years 
chief electrician of Coleman Bros. 
Carnival, died May 2 at the Hartford 
(Conn.) hospital. 

He had been engaged in show busi- 
ness most of his life. He leaves his 
widow. 


EDWARD J. WEBSTER 





columnist with first WSOC and later 
WBT in Charlotte. 
FRANK WILLING 

Frank Willing, 63, of the vaude- 
ville team of Willing and Jorgan, 
died May 4 in the Los Angeles Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

Prior to forming the act with Jor- 
gan, which toured the old Orpheum 
circuit, Willing was a member of the 
Exposition Four. He is survived by 
his widow. 

JACK FLAUM 

Jacob (Jack) Flaum, 42 years old, 
died at the Will Rogers hospital, 
Saranac, April 30, after a lingering 
illness of 10 months. 

In past years he was connected 
with his brother in a vaudeville 
booking agency. 

Interment Farmingdale, L. I. 





DORIS BLEAU 
Doris Bleau, 38, circus 
| who earned her living 


fat lady, 
under the 





Edward J. Webster, 82, formerly 
of the vaude turn of the Four Sham- 
rocks and Webster and Conlin, died 
in Freeport, L. I., April 17. He had 
been in show business until his re- 
tirement about 20 years ago. 

Survived by son and daughter, 





JAMES W. BALLANTINE 
James W. Ballantine died in Chi- 
cago April 30. He is survived by 
his widow, Lillie, and daughier, Lu- 
cille, the latter formerly of Ballan- 
tine and Price. 
Death was due to a heart ailment. 
MACE CALMSON 
Mace Calmson, 61, for years a 
| Dutch comic, diced May 6 at his home 
| in Hollywood. 
In recent years he was sexton of 
Temple Israel there. He is survived 
by his widow and four children, 





FRANK SELLERS 
Frank Sellers, 74, co-founder of 


Flying Allens Back, 
Despite 17-Year-Oid 


Rochester, N. Y., May 10. 

Flying Allens of Batavia will re- 
turn to balloon jumping with the 
|opening of the carnival and county 
fair season, 

Eddie and Florence Allen thought 
they were all through last year after 
watching their sister Gloria, 17, fall 
1,000 feet to her death. 
up their equipment and said they 
never would go aloft again. 
| But this is a new season and the 
call of the open skies and 
is too strong. 
grandfather 


were balloon jumpers. 





| It’s in the blood, so th2y’ll carry on | 


| without Gloria. 
| 


|| Store Exploiteer 











(Continued from page 2) 


stars. Eddie Cantor, Kate Smith, 
|Block and Sully, Lowell Thomas, 
Earl Carroll, Gertrude Niesen, Rob- 
ert Young and scores of others have 
participated in programs dramatizing 
current events at Hearns. From 
Hearns outdoor balcony, overlooking 


on various occasions, such public fig- 
ures as: General Hugh S. 
(while still head of NRA), Al Smith, 
Senator Wagner, Mayor LaGuardia, 


| others, 

To dramatize the new Fashions, 
and their small cost, the store staged 
elaborate fashion shows every spring. 
|Amy Vanderbilt (of the real clan) 
was director one year; Elsa Maxwell 
the next. An Amateur Model Con- 
'test was conducted, in which 3,000 
| girls competed for positions as fash- 
ion models at Hearns. 





for a Hollywood screen career. 
Judges were William Gaxton, Bea- 
trice Lillie, Ethel Merman and Clif- 
ton Webb. Mervyn LeRoy acted as 


godfather from way off in Holly- 
wood, Incidentally, the crowds 
formed in line a block away, 


and fought police reserves to get in. 
Thus Hearns went its way with 
sales events, shows, spectacles and 


ithe day. Everybody was talking and 


|acting prosperity. Then suddenly: 
the Recession...right back again, 
the same old act, louder, but not 


funnier. 


into the fray. How should 
dramatized? Hearns Consumers’ 
Drive to Lower Prices did that, 

A Lesson for Exhibs 

So all you 
who've been throwing rocks lately at 
the Hollywood billboards, will you 
let one humble, ignorant guy on the 
outside open his mouth without 
catching a rock or a Mickey Finn? 
The public has been orbing and ab- 
sorbing certain ‘facts’ in the gazettes: 
‘Stars are waning, pictures are get- 
ting poorer, Grade B product is 
Grade D (mis-labelled)...and ad- 
missions are off 30% anyway.’ So 
why shouldn't they lay off pictures, 
too, for a while? 

t seems to me, that the film busi- 
ness ballyhooists who have taught 
publicity and creative promotion to 
the whole wide world, should make 
these Paul Reveres ride again. In 
other words, it’s time to do your 
stuff, in the magnificent way you 
know how to do it, and have done in 
the past. 

How about a combined effort of 
producer, exhibitor and patron? All 
joining hands in a Cinema Drive for 
Better Pictures? The producer girds 
his loins to send forth a better prod- 
uct, so help him! The exhibitor cuts 
out the Screeno-Bingo-Banko-Bunko 
business. 
| love: 
than 





selling entertainment 
lottery chances. 


rather 
The public 


, 





| wave’ rolling cross country. 
‘sumer and clubwomen 


Con- 
groups all 


| more pictures, more often. 
| Maybe Will Hays and the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the 





; lend a hand in putting this over the 
the third largest American industry. 


the Tri State Theaters, Inc. A son|name of Diamond Kitty, died of | the Pasadena Community Playhouse, | It’s another step out of the recession 


and daughier survive. Burial locally. 





EDDIE NEAL 
Eddie Neal, 51, former East Liver- 


pool vaudeville actor died May 1 at | 


his home in Marion, O. He trouped 
the Keith circuit for seven years at 
the close of the world war in a song 
and dance turn. 

His widow and two daughters sur- 
vive. Burial in Newark, O, 


j 
| 


heart trouble May 4 in a Miami hos- 
| pital, 

She once weighed 730 pounds, but 
the iliness had reduced her to 450, 

Survived by her mother. 

JOSEPH P. MANLEY 

Joseph P. Manley, musician with 
| Hartford bands, died May 7 at the 
| Hartford (Conn.) hospital. He was 
‘a musician there for 40 years and a 


| died in Pasadena, May 7, 

Mother of Rollin Walters. manager 
of Bill Green's Casino in Pittsburgh, 
died suddenly at her home in that 
city last week after a brief illness. 








| Lorraine Hill, wife of Clarence 
Hill, Sr., former film exchange ex- 
ecutive, died in San _ Francisco 
, May 6. 


Maybe a theatre-soers’ rally in Madi- 
son Square Garden. And a Cinema 
{Show in Grand Central Palace. 
| duplicated in key cities later. 

| Maybe 





| buy more pictures, and the public to 
'see them. 
a challenge, would rise to. still 
Sreater heights of creative genius, 
'Who knows? 


They packed | 


crowds | 
Both their father and 


| 14th street, have spoken to the peo- | 
ple assembled in front of the doors | 


Johnson | 


| Fannie Hurst, Grover Whalen, many | 


Last year, | 
the contest was held to select a girl | 


celebrities, dramatizing the story of | 


Experienced in the ways of depres- | 
sion by now, Hearns jumped right | 
it be! 


big bad exhibitors | 


And goes back to his first | 
delighted at a break, starts a ‘buying | 


over America pledge themself to see | 


Governors of the 48 States would | 


the enthusiasm of it all 
| would really stir the exhibitor up to | 


Maybe Hollywood, facing! 


1939 MIDWAY 
Daughter's Fatal Fall PLANS TAKE 


SHAPE 


Mile-long amusement section o# 

| the New York World’s Fair begay 
to take form this week with an. 
| houncement by Grover A. Whalen, 
| president, that the initial entertain. 
ment concession contract had been 
signatured,. It was for one of the 
highest rides of all 
| grounds, 
New York exposition officials now 
| have contracts for about 40 addi- 
| tional concessions which are ready 
for inking. Actual construction of 
the amusement section will start 
next month. It will cover 280 acres 
and be capable of handling about 
250,000 visitors daily. 

First pact was with International 
| Parachuting, Inc., of New York City, 
contract calling for building of a 
250-foot tower from which mechan- 
ically devised parachutes will oper- 
ate for visitors. 

Nearest approach to nudity sug- 

gested in shows thus far outlined to 
the fair officials is ‘Living Magazine 
| Covers,’ with an artist and femme 
| beauties on hand. Surrealist House, 
a midget city, and ‘Science versus 
| Crime’ are among other shows pro- 
| posed, 
Unique crane-derrick ride costing 
| $300,000, which will transport 100 
persons at a time from land in a 
high-sky trip over the lake, also is 
|} among numerous projected features. 
Crane takes patrons 200 feet into the 
air during 5-minute trip. 

Thus far, plans have stressed the 
various villages, including the South 
Seas town, Alpine village, French 
village, ete., with no ballyhoo for 
girl shows and dancers. But the 
New York Fair is not expected to 
be materially different from other 
recent expositions which found that 
the real money was coined by 
paprika concessions and shows 

Although reported high bids had 
been received on the rest room con- 
cession to cover the grounds and 
buildings, going as high as $500.000, 
the Fair will run this end on its own. 
A deal is reportedly on, following 
this decision, for supplying of 
accessories for the rest rooms, in- 
cluding with a paper company which 
vould pay for the privilege of having 
its product used. Advertising value 
would be enormous. 

The Fair is also planning 
ate its own sign shop. 





the exposition 





to opere 


Det. Gets the Itch 


Detroit, May 19 

If common council approves, peti- 
tions will soon begin to circulate to 
get question, ‘Shall Detroit Have a 
World's Fair in 1940?’ on next fall's 
ballot. 

Town has been planning world’s 
fair step for several years now, but 
has been too timid to go farther than 
staging a miniature fair in conven- 
| tion hall. However, big moguls are 
now working hard to get U. S. okay 
on a huge river front drive and civie 
center, which could easily form ths 
| nucleus for a large-scale fair. 





' 





| KIDS GROW AMBITIOUS 





Carolina Amateurs to Add a Real Big 
Top and a Buffalo 





| 
| Charlotte, f C., Mav 10 

Bennett Brothers circus, composed 
of York youngsters, is about to 
| Spread out by adding a real big top 
| to its equipment, assembling a small 
| menagerie, and increasing the num- 
ber of performers, according to Joe 
Bennett, manager. 

The tent that is to be bought will 
accommodate around 1,000 people. 
| A buffalo is to be purchased as the 
first animal in the menagerie. 

The circus will show at York June 

7, after which it will take the road 
|and visit several neighboring towns. 
|The show, a strictly amateur or- 
| ganization, is eight years old. The 
actors, including the clowns, number 
about 35. 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of May 16 
Cole Bros.-Beatty-Maynard 
Dayton, Ohio, 16; Sprinetieid, 17 
luinbus, 18; Canton, 19; Butler, Pa 295 
Krie, 21. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 





Washineton, D. C., 16-13; Baltimore, 
Md., 19-21, 
| Robbins Bros. 
T.ewiston. Pa., 16: Lebanon. 17 ote 
vn. 18; Bethlehem, 19, Potisv tle, 21; 


, Bivomsburg, 21. 
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500 Troupers Get $3-§5 Each sro. Rather Chilly Affair; 500,000 Present 
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eee Soci + ing 9 to 1 odds that the 1959 Golden + 


Tim McCoy Show First to Fold; 9 Sh" !S""" | World's Fair Preview a Gay Albeit 








International Exposition 











Washington, May 10. 


Col. Tim McCoy’s Wild West Show | 


CIRCUS REVIEW 


open on time, Feb. 18, local betting 


will | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 
A large percentage of New Yurk's 


staged its last round-up Wednesday | eee offices will not quote any odds on ——_ population braved chill breezes 
<i a es ig bane Hamid-Morton Circus | “*! they claim is a cinch, Plug fer Borscht Circuit crushed ribs and weary pedal ex- 
filed in Distric our y a Provi- 


dence, R. I., creditor. 


Gong for the McCoy outfit was 
sadly translated 


into death-knell of * 


New Haven, May 7. 
With a list of acts booked by 
George Hamid, and under 


the road 


Building progress at 
well in advance of 
depariments, fair 


the Fair is 
schedule in all 
officials 


revealed | 
last week. All contracts in the expo’'s | become such an important factor in 


Averill Park, N. Y., May 5. 
Editor, Variety: 
The summer 


resort industry has 


tremities to see what was going on 
at the World’s Fair ‘preview’ on Sun- 
day (8). Seats for the three-hour 
show accommodated a comparatively 


the old-time western rodeo, with} guidance of Bob Morton, the Hamid- | initial $10,000,000 construction pro- | the show business today that I be- | small number, and amplifiers car- 
more than 500 performers and circus | Morton indoor trick played its third | gram have been completed, and new | lieve it will be of interest to vour | ried if to other thousands vho 


=, < ) ie , . i ig > ce . y . > ~ “+ saing rT 
roustabouts, who started out last | consecutive stand at the Arena week |}contracts totaling more than $1,000,000 reader: to know that Totem Lodge fam ned the surrounding ter tory 
month to bring back memories of of May 2. Two previous years show | have been let in the past month, was the first organization of its kind M.c, (Stoopnagle and) Budd Hulick 
. ‘ 4 | Was under auspices of K. of C. and , to present musical stock companies. | neatly handled a few minor 1 ‘ 
Buffalo Bill and the ‘101’ Ranch, left lid Hl} all essai estas anuetan Work on service utilities is more | 7») Age aesgace do5 sige Ri ipa sides . Gal ninor mi ps, 
ade in o CWeskiadion treisht did well by a concerned. This yeat th: 80° aii see dee sek This happened 15 years ago, and | such as the non-appearance of Orson 
ners : 06 = S10) Hejaz Grotto took over and results ve eee ee ee eee since then musical stock has become | Welles after a glowing introduction 
vard. The people ‘simply didn’t}! were not too good reportedly due to tectural program is 95% complete. |. saat Sl ated tenes e 4) eee : “ : : 
: . atl : , . : : aca a , an established feature of the summer | He calmly went on to the next celeb- 
come’; the payroll was behind, and | insufficient plugging by sponsoring} Already installed are toads, storm 


the Providence creditor wanted the 
$17.500 he claimed to Lave invested 
jn the enterprise. 


organization. Operating on a $2,500 
higher nut than previously, and with 
curtailed take, there was little left 


and sanitary sewers, domestic and 


high pressure water supply and stor- 


resorts’ Straw Hat C 
The Totem 
given several 


ircuit 
Playhouse has 
important 


Lodge 


‘names’ to 


rity after explaining that Mr, Welles 
had appeared in cellophane 
Among those 


1 


: who miked their 
age reservoirs, electric power and | 4, eae ' i seer : 
to split but show made such a hit Fe 7 agg ne etc k Bers the cinema and theatrical worlds. | pleasure in being at the preview, 
a 7, . . > etat < OAS ¢ S ‘ 
Although Tim McCoy, himself an | that a local newspaper has tentative | ‘T@™Stormer substations, gas Mains) Mischa Auer was our dramatic di- 


old-time cowhand, had sunk $200,000 
in the show, the new blue and white 
striped canvas was folded, the rub- 
ber-tired wagons were wheeled aside 


arrangements for’ bringing 
back next year as a 
Fresh Air Fund. 


outfit 


Show packs a lot of entertainment | 


boost for its | 


and freight and ferry slips. 

The $2,000,000 lanscaping program 
is reported as 75% complete. Actual 
| transfer of trees, shrubs and plants 


rector in 1927-28. Gertrude Niesen 
was our ingenue in 1930-31. Thelma 
Leeds of RKO was our prima donna 
in 1933-34 Harry Stockwell, 


and had a good word to say for 
Grover Whalen were Mary Pickford, 
in Cinnamon brown bonnet and beige 
suit, Gertrude Lawrence in black 


, ; with silver fox and tiny pink fiower 
, ; : into two and a half hours and carries | Sistas tceaae — aa ee ye ari cane wi ‘ i" : 
to wait for the auctioneer’s hammer, i Maas Me ako et “ees 'to Treasure Island was_ started | M-G-M baritone, sang with our com- | hat. Catherine Doucet in black coat. 
ih titans cathe aaakiien deine on at a whirlwind pace. Present March 29 |peny in 1934. Cookie Bowers was ait ie aid algal : 
and 239 broncos, gaited saddle horses, | setup is best offered by Hamid-Mor- our comedian in 1929-30 he gr eager vce RO 
ponies and other horsefiesh were put | ton to date. Costumes are fresh and Antidote to blood-and-thunder en- Os] ssa : , vache ait tt Frances Farmet! n loose-sleeved, 
. } : shins ¢ “eSSY > with us is ‘ 
on rations until they could be sold to | there’s plenty of youthful talent as | tertainment being served the mop- 1936 5 sinh T =" ack velvet wrap and en us 
y ] ry’ , . ; } . we e 2ATTY I jo. ae DO! ) i) 1] + om w4 } 1 ‘ 
local riding schools, Army remount) Well as the old-timers. here's a) pets in other mediums is planned by - sea : bi iting ee . -,  black traw cartwheel | rhe 
officers and bargain hunters creat Sete sae> Seine ay - look local expo chiefs who have an- ee ng ten siete le j aaa American Mother of 1938, M: Gi ace 
j Darg S. pales sc charg mente oe : , ictures a0 : ivenile , 80s | as . ' ‘ 
; - : paratively small personnel to look ; Pig ape ther Conca | Pictures, was our juvenile in 193 oll Crowell. annes eRe 
gs saste > 2 ; : 1ounced a four-aci Mother Goose}! N rowell, appeared pleased and 
. Rumblings of disaster preceded | fixe something bigger. Two groups ne Mae atin : I ‘here | 3l: Jack Murray, co-author of ‘Room | oom, yosed in a trim 1 lress and 
show to Washington, where advance | of dogs, ponies and monkeys (Car- village for Treasure Island where Service,’ was on our writing staff for | | ny a trim navy are ane 
men were unable to drum up the| los’ and Torelli’s) work the rings as| tots may romp on story-book en- part of one season And George a phionge | 
following which revival of the old ,a lively opener. Dainty Anne Howe} vironment. Tobias, who has scored a hit in ‘You | yy . pe ree. ‘“" eo me Ethel 
¥ : : . ‘ Til; ; ‘ , . ; F ‘ eee 5 we ” ~  S : Vierman= 4d: ere ait m 
Buffalo Bill spectacle logically ex- pile: gee ye or ay ] rc Zone for juniors will have wishing | Can't Take It with You,’ acted in : 1 si Pane sus, rye 
. 7 Ty ‘i 4 7 and trap) come next 1n aeria urns, : ‘ : ‘ ‘ song, and she wore a veeping {ore 
ected. Trouble came thick and fast | @ well, candy bushes, jam jungle, ice - dramatic ‘tions 932 
~ ‘_" ve - smi a F with latter drawing a big hand in| W° and) : Pi, ol ee, a | our dramatic productions in 1932. _|mal gown of printed white under a 
erte! = i Ss ‘© endurance revolving on trap. Un-| ‘ — wn % epee — Sere ; These — formers, A ho were des- short ermine coat. 
three-day show, terminating in the billed jockey and riding acts take miniature train, candy walls, legend- | tined to click Jater in the big way, Although a number of fur coats 
~ . - . 4 ) \ ok 
Providence suit. over end rings and are followed by, ary animals and characters from the} were selected and coached by Henry showed u > in the udience, pe 
a - ; ; hs 4 , he eipgrde 7 s ve ) ie audience, re 
Pay Off $5 Tops Capt. Proske and his tigers. Trainer} book, Mother Hubbard's cupboard,| Tobias, who has been in charge of tarenans c unte. 4 ; 1 the Flust 
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SENSE and DOLLARS! 


(An Advertisement for Paramount's “Cocoanut Grove ) 


° Pscswiy there has been widespread 
Criticism in the trade of clambake musicals’ 
“Clambake musicals” are big vaudeville 
shows with lots of music, lots of girls, lots of 
gags... but practically no human interest, no 
heart punch, no real story. What this indus- 
try has been demanding, needing, is a new 
formula for motion picture musicals. And 
Paramount, ever a pioneer in picture enter- 
prise, has succeeded in discovering that 


formula, creating that kind of picture. 


Paramount's “COCOANUT GROVE” has 
music, a good share of it ameng the finest 
tunes turned out by Hollywood's musical 
colony in the past two years. ‘Says My 
Heart" and “You Leave Me Breathless” will 
definitely rank with such hits as “Thanks for 
the Memory”. “COCOANUT GROVE" has a 
strong marquee lineup... Fred MacMurray, 
Harriet Hilliard, one of the top names of 
radio, the Yacht Club Boys, Ben Blue, Rufe 
Davis, Billy Lee, Eve Arden. “COCOANUT 
GROVE" has the necessary elements for a 


big time musical picture. 


But “COCOANUT GROVE” is more than 
a musical picture. “COCOANUT GROVE” 
has story, one of the finest human interest 
stories the screen has seen this year... the 
true-to-life adventures of a swing band, a kid 
they adopt, and the girl who adopts them. 
From start to finish, “COCOANUT GROVE” 
holds your interest by the heart tugging 
story itself. The dances, the tunes, the music 
are not just tossed in. They are natural parts 
of the plot itself. At no time does any song 
or act seem unreal or “just stuck in” to pep 


up the show. 


We have screened “COCOANUT GROVE” 
for hardboiled exhibitors, many of whom 
have been frankly skeptical about the possi- 
bility of creating a new and more successful 
musical motion picture formula. To a man, 
they have praised “COCOANUT GROVE". 
Audiences at public previews have said 
the same. 


“COCOANUT GROVE" marks the begin- 
ning of a new era in the musical motion 
picture. Book it and you'll soon see why. 


Paramount Pictures Inc. 
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